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Reunion Ibcmg 
* 

Zeta Ρ si, we pledge to-nighl 
Ever more to love thee, 

As thy spotless banner white 
Flings its folds above thee. 

Binding with thy mystic chain 
Brother's heart to brother; 

Kindling with thy hidden flame 
Love that naught may smother; 

Parted far though we may stand, 
Memories none can sever 

Still shall bind us, hand in hand, 
To thy vows forever. 

Gathering clouds and angry skies, 
While thy life assailing, 

See thy vestal fires arise, 
O'er the storm prevailing. 

CHORUS 

As we tread the pathway high, 
Leading on to glory, 

Oft we'll wreathe 'round Zeta Psi, 
Praise in song and story. 

WILLIAM RANKIN DURYEE, Delta '56. 
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Preface 

THIS volume is not a history of the Zeta Psi Fra. 
ternity of North America. It aims to be what its 

name implies, a story of Zeta Psi, showing briefly the 
growth and development of a boy's dream into a great 
international organization commanding the affection and 
respect of thousands of members, boys and men alike. 
Some day the history of the Zeta Psi Fraternity will be 
written, but it will demand several years of one man's 
uninterrupted time and will require three or four folio 
volumes of at least five hundred pages each. 

Our modest story of the Fraternity is, therefore, bound 
to disappoint some who have perhaps an unduly exag
gerated idea as to what the volume should contain. The 
authors have tried to tell the story of the Fraternity in 
the large, showing what Zeta Psi is in relation to the 
movement of which it is a part. They have tried to pic
ture, therefore, the origin and growth of fraternities and 
to explain in a way the singular phenomenon of their 
existence in American colleges and universities. As one 
of these phenomena, Zeta Psi is treated in a discursive 
fashion in an effort to show what its aims have been and 
are and what it has accomplished in the broadest sense. 

The chief handicap under which the authors have had 
to labor is that of an arbitrary limit set upon the num
ber of words to be written, a limit which had to be fixed 
in order that the cost of the book might come within the 
amount which the Fraternity was ready to appropriate 
for its publication. The chief difficulty has, therefore, 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
been one of exclusion. Many interesting details, anec
dotal and otherwise, have had to be omitted. There are 
in the archives fascinating stories of men and movements, 
of trials and triumphs, and of a number of interesting 
quarrels which have broken out over fraternity policy. 
These have had to be suppressed from lack of space. 

This volume will doubtless be most severely criticized 
because of the way in which it has treated the histories 
of the individual chapters. These histories are brief be
cause the limits of the volume itself made this necessary. 
If this book serves any purpose at all, it should, above all 
other things, stimulate the individual chapters to search 
their own archives and to publish their own special his
tories, wherein details are given that can have no pos
sible place in a book like The Story of Zeta Psi. 

The difficulty in writing these brief chapter histories 
has been a consciousness of the fact that individual mem
bers, having clearly in mind the things that made their 
four years in college memorable, will in too many cases 
find those things neglected while less important matters 
have been unduly stressed. It has been quite impossible 
for the authors to project themselves into the background 
of every chapter in such a way as adequately to magnify 
the important and minimize the unimportant. The sense 
of proportion is hard to achieve at a distance. A real 
difficulty has been encountered, also, in our inability to 
secure from the Elders of certain chapters the necessary 
material with which to work. We fear that the very 
brothers who were most dilatory in sending in their ma
terial or did not send it in at all, may be the first to find 
fault with the fact that the material which they could 
have given us is not included. We can only plead for 

[xiv] 



Preface 
generous judgment, and ask the brothers to believe that 
we have done the best we could with the material at our 
disposal. 

As was the case "When 'Omer smote his bloomin' 
lyre," we have shamelessly plagiarized'; when we saw 
anything we wanted we "just went and took it." W e 
want at this point to acknowledge our debt of gratitude 
to all those whom we have robbed and to assure them 
that they will doubtless get their reward in heaven even if 
they do not get their recognition here. We are particu
larly grateful to those brothers who assisted us very 
greatly by sending in valuable and interesting material 
regarding their individual chapters, and we want to as
sure them that the material which they took the trouble 
to send is preserved in the general archives. In particular 
are we grateful to those who undertook such monumental 
labors in connection with the Semicentennial Catalogue, 
upon which we have, of course, drawn most freely. Some 
of the chapter histories up to 1899 were so well done that 
it seemed futile for us to try to improve upon them. The 
work of Brothers Israel C. Pierson, Marshall S. Brown, 
and Frank W. Pine has been heavily drawn upon. 
Brother Henry T . Thomas has been invaluable with both 
advice and generous contribution. Brother Charles S. 
Bradeen and Brother Kerner Smith have aided unremit
tingly. To Brother Phillips Wyman go the thanks of the 
authors for his stimulating suggestions and his invaluable 
work upon the format of the volume. The authors also 
wish to express their appreciation to Mrs. Arthur M. 
Wickwire, Jr., for her intelligent and devoted work in 
the preparation of material for this volume and in the 
making of the Index, and to Brother Henry T. Thomas 
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The Story of Zeta Psi 
for reading the proofs and making invaluable sugges
tions. 

That the book exists at all is due to the suggestion of 
Arthur H. Motley and the vigor with which he trampled 
upon the constitutional barriers that might interfere with 
making the suggestion a reality. Brother Motley dis
covered on his visits to the various chapters during the 
four years of his secretaryship, that there was a constant 
call for some volume which could be put into the hands 
of neophytes to instruct them with respect to the Fra
ternity. It seemed desirable that the young initiates 
should have at hand some book which should tell them 
about fraternities in general, about Zeta Psi in particular, 
and should give them some knowledge of their own 
chapter. For the primary purpose of supplying this need, 
the present volume was written. It is, of course, not at 
all necessary that each candidate should read the entire 
volume, but he should certainly read Chapters I-XV and 
Chapters XLVI-XLIX. He should then read, of course, 
the history of his own chapter and possibly also the his
tory of the Phi Chapter, since at the very beginning the 
history of the Phi Chapter was also the history of the 
whole Fraternity. 

"The King can do no wrong—the Ministry is respon
sible." To Brother Motley goes all the credit. He 
conceived of the volume, and the contagion of his per
sonality stimulated its being undertaken. The faults 
of the book are solely those of the authors, and are 
present in the volume in spite of all that others could 
do to keep them out. 

[xvi] 



Preface 

Preface to the Second Edition 

The kind reception accorded to the first edition of 
The Story of Zeta Psi has prompted the Trustees to 
authorize its republication. 

During the three years which have elapsed since the 
volume first appeared, certain changes, both internal 
and external, have taken place in the Fraternity. A new 
Chapter has been installed at the University at Alberta; 
the Elder Chapters have been founded; a new Regional 
Office has been opened in Chicago; a Vocational Bureau 
is functioning in the Central Office. Furthermore, cer
tain changes have taken place within the Chapters them
selves. All this is History, and an attempt has been made 
to record, in this new edition, everything which has 
affected the life of the Fraternity. 

Thanks to the watchfulness of certain Zetes, notably 
the late Brother Henry T . Thomas, certain errors which 
appeared in the earlier edition have been corrected. For 
the new matter we are indebted especially to a number 
of Elders who were good enough to furnish the material 
to bring their Chapter histories up-to-date. Above all, 
we should like to express our gratitude to the General 
Secretary, Brother William L. Butcher, Jr., and to the 
Assistant General Secretary, Brother Ernest G. Hap-
good, Jr., who have spared neither time nor pains to 
make this edition as accurate as possible. 

HOWARD BEMENT, Xi 'go 

DOUGLAS BEMENT, Eta 'ig 

Washington, D. C. 
October i, 1931. 
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CHAPTER I 

The Fraternity and the College 
C C T ^ H E fraternities and societies . . . have slight pos-

A sibilities of evil; but accomplish an overwhelming 
preponderance of good. It is through them, directly or 
indirectly, that the most effective personal and social in
fluence can be brought to bear on those who need it. 
Occasionally a fraternity drops to the level of making 
mere good-fellowship an exclusive end, to which scholar
ship, morality, efficiency are merely incidental. A college 
is fortunate which at any given time does not have one or 
two fraternities that are tending in this direction. But the 
contempt of their rivals, the influence of their graduates, 
the self-respect of the better members themselves, to
gether with direct or indirect faculty remonstrance, serve 
to bring a fraternity to its senses in a quarter of the time 
it would take to straighten out an equal number of iso
lated individuals. Isolated good and isolated evil are 
more nearly on an equality. But good influence can be 
organized and mobilized a hundred times as quickly and 
effectively as evil influence; and where the moral forces 
in faculty and students are alert, the fraternities serve 
as rallying points for the concentration of the good and 
the dispersion of the evil. 

* * # % * * * * 

"There is one serious danger, and only one, that besets 
the college. . . . It is the danger of missing the solitude 
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which is the soil of individuality, and the fertilizer of 
genius. College life is excessively gregarious. Men herd 
so closely and constantly that they are in danger of be
coming too much alike. The pursuit of four or five sub
jects at the same time tends to destroy that concentration 
of attention to one thing on which great achievement 
rests. The same feverish interest in athletics, the same 
level of gossip, the same attitude toward politics and 
religion, tend to pass by contagion from the mass to the 
individual, and supersede independent reflection. The 
attractiveness and charm of this intense life of the college 
group tends to become an end in itself; so that the very 
power which wholesomely takes the student out of him
self into the group, invites him to stop in the group in
stead of going on to those intellectual and social interests 
which the college is supposed to serve. This devotion to 
college rather than to learning; to the fellows rather than 
to humanity; to fraternities and teams rather than to 
church and state, is a real danger to all students, and a 
very serious danger to the exceptional individuals who 
have the spark of originality hidden within their souls. 
The same forces that expand small, and even average 
men, may tend to repress and stunt these souls of larger 
endowment. . . . The formation of little groups, tem
porary or permanent, among the more earnest students 
for mutual recognition and support, groups which actu
ally do for a student while in college what Phi Beta 
Kappa attempts to do in a merely formal and honorary 
way afterwards, may help these choice minds to stem 
this tide of gregarious mediocrity. Wherever the faculty 
is alert to detect its presence, even genius can thrive and 
flourish in a college atmosphere. 

[ a ] 



The Fraternity and the College 
" . . . College is an atmosphere where young men 

study great subjects under broad teachers, in a liberty 
which is not license, and a leisure which is not idleness; 
with unselfish participation in a common life and intense 
devotion to minor groups within the larger body and 
special interests inside the general aim; conscious that 
they are critically watched by friendly eyes; too kind ever 
to take unfair advantage of their weaknesses and errors, 
yet too keen ever to be deceived. 

"To be at home in all lands and all ages; to count 
Nature a familiar acquaintance, and Art an intimate 
friend; to gain a standard for the appreciation of other 
men's work and the criticism of one's own; to carry the 
keys of the world's library in one's pocket, and feel its 
resources behind one in whatever task he undertakes; to 
make hosts of friends among the men of one's own age 
who are to be the leaders in all walks of life; to lose one's 
self in generous enthusiasms and to cooperate with others 
for common ends; to learn manners from students who 
are gentlemen, and form character under professors who 
are Christians,—these are the returns of a college for 
the best four years of one's life." 

WILLIAM DEWITT HYDE, 
Late President of Bowdoin College. 

[ 3 ] 



CHAPTER II 

The Fraternity System 

THE most primitive college was doubtless the street 
corner in Athens where the disciples of Socrates gath

ered to hear that old philosopher expound the riddle of 
life. Ever since that day (perhaps before) youth has gath
ered together in groups for the purposes of study; and 
where such groups have gathered the social inclinations 
of youth have declared themselves. Small groups sepa
rated themselves out from the larger; clubs, societies, 
bunds, fraternities gradually evolved—all informal, and 
most of them, doubtless, with a minimum of the ma
chinery of organization. When the great universities of 
the Middle Ages sprang up, it was natural for the stu
dents to gather together into small groups as congeniality 
dictated. Student societies of various kinds are heard of 
as flourishing very early in the histories of the Italian, 
Spanish, and French universities; but they were loosely 
knit groups, constantly changing in their character, sel
dom inter-university in their organizations or interests. 

In the German universities dueling clubs sprang up, 
some of them with a close affiliation of their members, 
and in that affiliation presenting, perhaps, the closest 
analogy that Europe has to offer to the American college 
fraternity system. The English universities from the 
first developed an organization along the lines of group 
and social cleavage, and the thirty or more colleges of 
both Oxford and Cambridge are the result. The colleges 

[4 ] 



The Fraternity System 
are small groups, self-contained, self-sufficient, living to
gether in quadrangles that by their very structure tend 
to shut out the rest of the world. It was this "quad" sys
tem that Woodrow Wilson tried ineffectually to establish 
at Princeton to take the place of "eating clubs" and to 
supply the needs that are satisfied in most of the Ameri
can colleges and universities by the fraternities. But the 
"quad" system was not indigenous to American college 
life, and the Wilson plan failed, just as a fraternity sys
tem would doubtless fail in Oxford, where there would 
be felt no need for it. 

The social inclinations of college students in America 
early declared themselves in a form that is unique. The 
college fraternity, or Greek, letter society, is a wholly 
American institution. Transplant an English university 
man to America, and he will marvel, first, at the size of 
some of our greater institutions of learning; and, second, 
at the college secret societies, their number, their wide
spread acceptance, and their powerful influence. H e will 
wonder at their close-knit organization, at their intercol
legiate character, and at their national or international 
cohesion. His wonder will breed in the American student 
a spirit of inquiry as to what it is that the foreigner finds 
unique in the system that is so familiar to us. How did 
the fraternities come into being? What caused their rapid 
growth? What has given them their present secure foot
ing in so many of our colleges? When they are so often 
accused of being fosterers of a pseudo-aristocracy, why 
should they have sprung up in democratic America in
stead of in England, with its multiple divisions of society 
^-royalty, nobility, lesser aristocracy, the various middle 
classes, and the laboring class? These are interesting 

[ 5 ] 



The Story of Ζ eta Psi 
questions, but most of them are outside the scope of this 
book. It will suffice here briefly to define, explain, and 
perhaps defend the system; and in a following chapter 
to trace the historical growth of fraternities in America. 

Secret societies are, of course, no new thing—witness 
the thousand years of Masonry—for men love a sense of 
mystery. Since the days of Adam and Eve cupidity and 
curiosity have been the all-compelling human emotions, 
the basic impulses of all human progress. Both cupidity, 
the desire to possess, and curiosity, the desire to know 
what is hidden, are appealed to in the fundamental idea 
of the secret society. Clothe a thing with mystery and 
make it desirable to be possessed, and you have created 
something that contains a fundamental human appeal. 

Something of this appeal must have been, consciously 
or unconsciously, in the minds of those who conceived the 
first secret societies. We have secret societies, or at least 
traces of them, in the earliest Egyptian, Hebrew, Greek, 
and Roman civilizations; the Masonic order rose and 
flourished; and the Catholic church, which was the arch 
foe of Masonry, itself produced the Society of Jesus and, 
later, the Knights of Columbus. When, over a hundred 
years ago, a few American college boys founded the first 
Greek letter fraternity, they were exhibiting, therefore, 
only natural atavistic traits—doing the thing that untold 
generations of their ancestors had done before them. 

Greek letter college fraternities are, therefore, only 
the expression, in the social economy of modern college 
life, of something very real and very natural. It is not 
hard to understand, then, why the system should spread 
once it had been first conceived. Nor is it hard to under
stand why the system originated in the American rather 

[ 6 ] 



The Fraternity System 
than in the English universities. The colleges of Oxford 
and Cambridge were originally and still are, as has been 
said, exclusive little societies, which satisfy the British 
student's desire for those things which the Ameri
can student can find only in his fraternity. The more 
loosely organized, heterogeneous American institutions of 
learning seemed to demand, in the beginning, something 
of the retired, cloistral spirit characteristic of the English 
quadrangle. Of later years, the very size of many of our 
American universities has caused the fraternity system to 
grow, in order that there might be counteracted the over
powering sense of loneliness and isolation caused in the 
student through his being but one of many thousands. 

In any event, however, it came into being and however 
its phenomenal spread may be accounted for, the college 
fraternity is with us, for good or for ill; to be reckoned 
with as a tremendous social force; to be made a source of 
profit or of loss, as its many adherents may elect. And so 
the youth who go up to college, year after year, confront 
a social system older than nine-tenths of the colleges 
themselves; a system so deeply ingrained in college life 
that it cannot be ignored. The young collegian may well 
ask himself, "Do I believe in such a system, and shall 
I, if opportunity offers, ally myself with i t?" Some 
thoughtful boys reply in the negative; the great majority, 
their curiosity and cupidity aroused, join a fraternity if a 
fraternity invites them to do so. Every potential fra
ternity man and every fraternity member should have a 
reason for the faith that is in him, and should be ac
quainted with some of the grounds, at least, on which 
fraternities may be explained and defended. The story 
of Zeta Psi will seem more logical and more human if, 
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at the beginning of this book, some of these grounds be 
set forth. 

In the first place, college fraternities in their origin and 
growth may be explained and defended because they are, 
as secret societies, perfectly reasonable expressions of 
human nature. What has been thus far written will indi
cate this fact. It does not follow that whatever is natural 
is right; but it may be said that college secret societies in 
America are logical and healthy manifestations of deeply 
ingrained natural instincts; and that their rapid growth in 
numbers and adherents is a perfectly natural and healthy 
symptom of their desirability as adjuncts of our colleges. 
Many societies and cults have risen, flourished for a time, 
and died. The Greek letter fraternities, on the other 
hand, have lasted for over a hundred years and are 
stronger today than ever before. It may be affirmed that 
their long history and their present strength offer mute 
testimony to their worth as a natural expression of a 
youthful need. 

In the second place, college fraternities may be ex
plained and defended because their secret aspect is harm
less—and it is only on the ground of their secrecy that 
they are usually attacked. It is a commonly known fact 
that the oath and ritual of nearly all fraternities are 
secret not because they need to be apologized for; most 
of them might well be revealed with a sense of pride. 
The constitutions are, in the main, based on the highest 
idealism. This fact has many times been proved when 
fraternity constitutions have had to be filed with the col
lege authorities. It is to be doubted if a more solemn 
declaration of high principles can be found than is con
tained in the constitution and ritual of our own frater-

[ 8 ] 
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nity. It would be ungenerous for us to suppose that other 
reputable fraternities are greatly our inferiors in the 
statement of their aims and their beliefs. 

Fraternities may, in the third place, be explained and 
defended because as fraternities—associations in a close, 
compact brotherhood—their fundamental idea is really 
ennobling. Nearly every member of Zeta Psi, no matter 
how old, can remember the thrill of an almost more than 
religious exaltation which he experienced at the time of 
his initiation, when from his eyes was stripped the blind
fold, and he beheld for the first time the circle of robed 
brothers, and received from each the fervent secret hand
clasp. For most of us the emotion was genuine, the 
reaction was elevating, and the solemn thrill of it has 
remained. To some, perhaps, the term "brother" implies 
in fraternity affiliation a merely conventional connota
tion ; but to most fraternity men, of whatever college or 
society, the word is more than an implication of mere 
friendliness and good-fellowship. It is a word that means 
what it says, and that binds together in close bonds con
genial men for their social and moral betterment. The 
friendships cemented in fraternity affiliations have usually 
remained as potent factors in later life; and friendships 
formed later with brothers from other chapters have, in 
many cases, been of no less vital influence. After college 
days the fraternity is the best possible basis on which to 
form fast friendships with men who might otherwise be 
mere business or social acquaintances. Men meet with a 
common interest ready at hand, an interest from which it 
is easy to progress to something even more vital and 
compelling. 

Fraternities may, in the fifth place, be defended be-

[ 9 ] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
cause of their intercollegiate character. They serve as 
factors of cohesion in the whole realm of education and 
of university interest. In conferences and conventions 
men of widely separated colleges are brought into close 
contact, from which much good results. The things that 
are common to the university and college world of 
America find nowhere else a clearing-house so useful and 
so apt for their purpose as in the national organization, 
be it close or loose, of the great fraternities. It is hardly 
possible for a member of a first-rate fraternity to be 
narrow and insular in his viewpoint as a collegian; he 
knows how many colleges besides his own there are, and 
he knows the kind of men who attend them. He takes a 
natural pride in the prosperity and well-being of institu
tions, no matter how remote, at which his fraternity has 
a chapter. 

Sixth, fraternities may be defended and their phenom
enal growth may be explained because college life to
day, as never before, calls loudly for them—the small 
college perhaps less loudly than the large university. 
Many of our institutions of learning are big, inchoate 
social masses, in which the individual may easily be lost. 
His sense of definite responsibility to some organization 
or authority near enough to him for him to feel and com
prehend it, is very vague indeed. The whole mass tends 
to break up into little social units or cliques. Too often 
it is a case of like gravitating toward like—studious boys 
with studious boys, social with social, rounders with 
rounders. The fraternity system aims to supply the nor
mal outlet for social proclivities, but it aims likewise to 
curb excesses of whatever kind. If the student becomes, 
under the influence of the fraternity, less of a student 
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(few do, in fact), the rounder becomes less of a rounder. 
The fraternity supplies the unifying center aroand which 
may gather men of divergent character and tastes. 

A seventh ground on which fraternities may be ex
plained and defended is that they are» in most colleges, 
the sole substitute for the home and for parental influ
ence and restraint. In too many of our large universities 
contact with professors is an exceedingly remote and 
impersonal thing. The healthy, normal restraint of the 
ordinarily good home and of adult society is wholly lack
ing. The fraternity supplies this tack as no other asso
ciation in college life is able to do. The fraternity house 
is the home; in the brothers there assembled cmn be found 
the substitute for the family; and in the upperdassnten, 
exercising their salutary restraint upon the underclass
men, can be found the substitute for parental direction 
and counsel. This one feature of the system Justifies the 
system as it is now practiced. Scoffers will contend that 
the picture here presented is too greatly idealized» and 
is far from being realized in too many chapters of Greek 
letter societies. One of the fine things about fraternities, 
however, is that they so easily lend themselves to ideal
ization; if the ideals are not realized in practice the fault 
is not with the system but with local maladministration 
of it. 

An eighth reason that explains the favor with which 
fraternities have been received is that they are respon
sible units in the social mass of college life, and have 
tended on the whole to improve the standards of that 
life. The reputation of a small group, closely organized, 
suffers easily through the dereliction of but one of its 
members; hence there is an impulse toward good con-
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duct. The fraternity is a sensitive organism, whose good 
name may be blasted in a day by some senseless escapade 
of one of its members, but whose fair fame can be se
cured and maintained only through the united and con
sistent efforts of all. Here are powerful incentives both 
to avoid the ill road and to keep to the good. How well 
college fraternities, as small responsible units in the social 
mass, have played their parts in late years is testified to 
by the number of college faculties that are welcoming 
new chapters to their institutions. 

Ninth, college fraternities may be upheld in spite of 
the accusations made against them of snobbery and ex-
clusiveness. There are inevitably many heart-burnings 
among the uninvited, and these are to be deplored. But 
the uninitiated would be equally outside the informal 
social clique were there no organized society. In being an 
"independent" he is but meeting one of the hard laws of 
life of which there appears to be no mitigation. Social 
acceptability is a trait hardly susceptible of analysis; but 
one has it or has it not. If he has it not, he is an outsider, 
whether there be Greeks or no Greeks in the college 
which he has chosen to attend. In so far as snobbishness 
or false judgments of worth tend to keep desirable stu
dents out of the fraternities, no defense is possible. Zeta 
Psi experiences no greater need today than that her 
undergraduate members should exhibit sound judgment, 
and a catholic spirit in the invitations extended to poten
tial members. 
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CHAPTER III 

The Origin and Growth of Fraternities 

TH E history of college fraternities naturally falls 
into three periods: the period of origin and early 

growth; the period of opposition and gradual expansion; 
the period of rapid expansion. The first period dates 
from 1750 to 1825; the second, from 1825 to about 
1890; the third, from 1890 to the present time. I t is 
not the purpose of this book to go intensively into the 
history of the system of which Zeta Psi is a part; but 
it is well that the background against which the story of 
Zeta Psi is to be judged should be known with sufficient 
familiarity to afford a fair perspective. The significance 
of our own fraternity, and the romance of her own 
origin and growth can the better be appreciated when 
the origin and growth of fraternities in general are 
rightly understood. 

1750—1825 

The crude beginnings of educational institutions in 
America were the soil out of which fraternities sprang. 
It was one hundred forty-four years after the discovery 
of America that the first college was established (1636) 
—the "Schoole at Newtowne," later Harvard College; 
it was one hundred fourteen years after the establish
ment of Harvard that the first fraternity was organized 
(1750)—the Flat Hat Club at the College of William 
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and Mary, which institution, the second oldest in 
America, was chartered in 1683. At the time of the 
founding of the Flat Hat Club there were but five col
leges in existence in America: Harvard, William and 
Mary, Yale, the College of New Jersey (Princeton), and 
the Franklin Academy in Philadelphia, which later be
came the University of Pennsylvania. In their beginnings 
no one of these, when viewed from the standpoint of 
either curriculum or administration, could be called a 
college in the modern acceptance of the word. The cur
ricula were limited in scope and largely theological in 
their emphasis. The students were absurdly young and 
the government was wholly paternalistic. The faculty 
ruled with an iron hand, sternly regulating both the 
morals and the manners of their young charges, and 
teaching Latin, Divinity, Moral Philosophy, and Table 
Manners with impartial emphasis and equal ferocity. 
Intolerance was the watchword. One had to believe 
according to prescribed dogma; nor was this fiat less 
applicable to faculty than to students. President Dunster 
of Harvard, before the college was twenty years old, had 
lost his position because he refused to affirm belief in 
infant baptism; and in the twenty-first year of Yale's his
tory, President Cutler was dismissed because he became 
an Episcopalian. Until 1823 no one could have any con
nection with Yale College who did not subscribe to the 
tenets of the Saybrook Platform of the Congregational 
Churches in America. Faculties and Boards of Governors 
alike took more interest in the settlement of theological 
disputes than in the care and instruction of youth; and 
such care and instruction as youth received were almost 
always of the kind that reflected the bitterness of intel-
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lectual conflict and the unyielding sternness of our hardy 
pioneer forefathers. 

It is the present writer's impression—one which he has 
not seen up to this time in print—-that the first American 
college secret societies were the direct result of the vicious 
oppression of students by faculty; that they were naught 
but a natural affront to authority by those over whom 
authority tyrannized. Picture the situation as it was. The 
colleges were close communities—more like the boarding 
schools of our day than like modern colleges and uni
versities; the faculty were long-faced, dyspeptic dis
pensers of self-revealed religion; the students were chil
dren of from ten to sixteen years of age, many a boy 
being graduated before his fifteenth birthday; the life of 
these adolescents was one of constant repression, in which 
their every activity, mental and physical, was carefully 
scrutinized and censored. What would growing boys of 
today do under like circumstances? Answer that ques
tion, and you have answered the query as to the natural 
reaction of the boys of colonial America in 1750. In 
their craving for something unsupervised and uncensored, 
in their natural spirit of revolt against ever-present re
pression, what so natural as that they should slip away 
in secret and contrive something, no matter what, which 
should be wholly outside the pale of faculty knowledge 
and participation? If we are not much mistaken, here 
lay the initial impulse resulting in the system which 
today is known as the Greek letter fraternities. 

Why Greek? It was merest chance, as shall be re
vealed. The first college fraternity of which we have any 
record was not a Greek letter society at all. Except for 
its name, however, it was in nearly all respects the logical 
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progenitor of the present college fraternity. The Flat 
Hat Club of the College of William and Mary, Wil
liamsburg, Virginia, was secret; it had a secret grip, a 
secret constitution and ritual and oath, and it had a badge 
—a circular coin-like piece of silver to be worn as a 
watch-fob. On one side were engraved the letters 
"F.H.C." in a crude kind of monogram, with the date 
"Nov. XI, MDCCL"; and on the other a coat of arms 
with the motto, "Stabilitas et Fides." Like all the other 
college fraternities founded during the next hundred 
years, the Flat Hat Club was both social and literary in 
its activities. Tradition tells of its meetings held in the 
Raleigh Tavern at Williamsburg, and states that they 
were of a character to suggest the presence of the punch
bowl. Of "stabilitas" however, it must have had a fair 
share, for from among its members came many men emi
nent in the life of Virginia and the nation, among them 
James Innes, Edmund Randolph, St. George Tucker, 
and Thomas Jefferson. "Stabilitas" in another sense the 
society seems to have lacked, for some time after 1772 
it disappeared from the annals of the college. 

Another society of similar aims, purposes, and char
acter sprang up at William and Mary not very long after 
the organization of the Flat Hat Club. It was known as 
the "P.D.A." Society, the letters supposed to stand for 
the Latin words of its motto. The members of this club 
had little regard for scholarship, which fact is the signifi
cant thing of all its history. The story goes that the con
vivial members of P.D.A. refused to admit a member of 
the college who prided himself on his reputation as a 
Greek scholar. It was this offended Greek scholar who 
organized on his own hook the society that is the first in 
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chronology and in reputation of the Greek letter college 
fraternities, Phi Beta Kappa. 

It was on the fifth of December, in the year 1776, in 
the famous Raleigh Tavern of Williamsburg, that Phi 
Beta Kappa was organized. At first it lacked many of the 
familiar characteristics that we now associate with college 
secret societies, but gradually it acquired them—consti
tution, ritual, oath, grip, and badge. Of the long and 
honorable history of Phi Beta Kappa, of its gradual 
change in purpose and administration, of its development 
into an honorary fraternity with membership in which, 
throughout America, scholarship in undergraduates is re
warded, there is no need here to speak. The significant 
thing for our purpose is that with Phi Beta Kappa in 
1776 the American College Greek Letter Society had 
arrived. Chapters were chartered at both Harvard and 
Yale before 1780, and thus the intercollegiate character 
of the organization was fully established. In 1787 the 
society entered Dartmouth, and by 1830 there were no 
fewer than a half-dozen chapters in various colleges. 

Phi Beta Kappa had been organized thirty-six years 
before we hear of another Greek letter society. In 1812 
at the University of North Carolina there was founded a 
society known as Kappa Alpha—in no way connected, in 
so far as we have knowledge, with the two modern frater
nities of that name. The fraternity flourished, and at one 
time had twenty-one chapters, all of them in southern 
colleges. The ravages of the Civil War caused the death 
of the order. In 1813, the year after its founding, we 
hear of a local Greek letter fraternity at Yale, and later 
of local secret societies with Greek names at Union and 
at Princeton. They never became intercollegiate in char-
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acter, and under the ban of faculty opposition they soon 
died. 

1 8 2 5 - 1 8 9 0 

Union College at Schenectady, New York, has been 
called the mother of the modern fraternity; but this title 
of respect should in no wise detract from the reputation 
which belongs to William and Mary. If the former is 
the mother of the modern fraternity, the latter is cer
tainly the grandmother. The bond of immediate rela
tionship may be shown by the fact that in 1817 a chapter 
of Phi Beta Kappa was established at Union. With this 
chapter before them as a model—a Greek letter society 
with secret constitution, ritual, oath, and grip, and a 
badge in the shape of a key—*hree members of the senior 
class at Union founded, in 1825, the fraternity of Kappa 
Alpha. By December of that year they had initiated nine 
of their classmates and one member of the class of 1827. 
The new fraternity was both social and literary in char
acter, again imitative of Phi Beta Kappa; and doubtless 
imitative, also, of the purely literary societies that flour
ished in all the colleges and that usually affected Greek 
names like Adelphian, Erosophian, Philalethean, etc. 
Kappa Alpha at Union soon met with faculty opposition; 
but it flourished from the beginning, and was almost im
mediately accorded the flattery of imitation. In March 
of the next year (1827) ten members of the senior class 
founded Sigma Phi; in the following November· Delta 
Phi was established. Upon the general pattern of these 
three fraternities, familiarly known as the "Union triad," 
the whole fraternity system of American colleges is 
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frankly formed. "Imitation of them or opposition to 
them will account for the establishment of nearly all of 
the general fraternities1." 

Sigma Phi was the first of the new fraternities to es
tablish a chapter outside of Union. In 1831, four years 
after its organization, it chartered the "Beta of New 
York" at Hamilton College. Opposition to or imitation 
of the Hamilton chapter of Sigma Phi resulted in the es
tablishment at Hamilton of Alpha Delta Phi (1832). 
In November, 1833, Kappa Alpha entered Williams, and 
in 1834 Sigma Phi followed. Opposition to these two 
fraternities at Williams resulted (1834) in the estab
lishment of a non-secret society known as the Social 
Fraternity, which later became Delta Upsilon. 

The second chapter of Alpha Delta Phi marked a sig
nificant movement, for the trend west of the Alleghenies 
was thus begun, and a definite period of expansion was 
thus inaugurated. This chapter was placed at Miami Col
lege, Oxford, Ohio, in 1835. -A-t this College in 1839 was 
founded the first fraternity to be organized west of the 
Alleghenies, Beta Theta Pi. Three years later (1842) 
Phi Delta Theta was founded at Miami, and thirteen 
years later (1855) Sigma Chi, these three being known as 
the "Miami Triad," and all of them spreading rapidly 
through the West and South, as the "Union Triad" was 
spreading in the East. In the meantime the "Union 
Triad" had increased to five, for at this college, a prolific 
mother of fraternities indeed, had been founded (1833) 
Psi Upsilon, and (1841) Chi Psi. In 1844 Delta Kappa 
Epsilon was founded at Yale, whither Alpha Delta Phi 
and Psi Upsilon had already gone. In 1847 the first of 

1 Baird's Manual, Tenth edition, page 6. 
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the fraternities to originate in New York City, Zeta Psi, 
was founded at New York University. ' 

By the year 1850, exactly twenty-five years after the 
founding of the first of the modern fraternities at Union, 
there were fifteen fraternities in the colleges of the 
United States, not counting Phi Beta Kappa, which had 
lost most o£ Its original character, and had become an 
honorary society, though not on the same terms as those 
now operating. Of these, Zeta Psi is chronologically the 
eleventh, as the following table will show: 

1 Kappa Alpha 1825 
2 Sigma Phi 1827 
3 Delta Phi 1827 
4 Alpha Delta Phi 1832 
5 Psi Upsilon 1833 
6 Delta Upsilon 1834 
7 Beta Theta Pi 1839 
8 Chi Psi 1841 
9 Delta Kappa Epsilon 1844 

10 Delta Psi 1847 
11 Zeta Psi 1847 
12 Theta Delta Chi 1847 
13 Phi Gamma Delta 1848 
14 Phi Delta Theta . . 1848 
15 Phi Kappa Sigma 1850 

By the year 1870, despite the social and political up
heaval produced by the Civil War, eleven more frater
nities had been established, and there were nearly three 
hundred active chapters in American colleges. Then, 
strangely enough, there was a lull in expansion, for in the 
next two decades only two new fraternities were estab
lished. Chapters, however, spread with amazing rapidity, 
so that by the year 1890 there were in the colleges and 
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universities of this country nearly eight hundred chapters 
of the twenty-eight national fraternities. 

This seems like a phenomenal growth, and so it is when 
not viewed in contrast with the growth that has attended 
fraternities since 1890. For the growth from 1825 to 
1890 there are several interesting causes. First of all, the 
increasing size of the colleges made inevitable the form
ing of small groups within the colleges—a point touched 
upon in Chapter I. The fraternities were already on the 
ground, and it is not remarkable that their organization 
was utilized to fill the need that the increasing size of the 
college was creating. A more interesting cause may be 
found in strong faculty opposition to secret societies. 
The students found a fascinating game ready to their 
hand. Theirs it was to circumvent faculty edict, to outwit 
watchful proctors; theirs it was to perpetuate and to 
spread secret affiliations because those affiliations had to 
be doubly, trebly secret; theirs was a stronger devotion 
to their society than oath demanded because that society 
was the object of persecution. Loyalty and affection and 
a sense of outraged justice kept fraternities alive during 
a long period when they were, whether rightly or 
wrongly, objects of faculty suspicion and hatred. Meet
ings were held in remote fields and glens, in rudely con
trived shacks, in deep woods, and in cellars and garrets 
to which admission could be had only through some secret 
passageway or trapdoor. There were many times be
tween 1825 and 1850—and since too—when fraternity 
life in American colleges presented a variety of experi
ence that is unknown to the modern dweller in a hand
some clubhouse on a principal street or even on a univer
sity campus. 
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Faculty opposition to fraternities undoubtedly became 

more intense with the great wave of opposition to secret 
societies that swept over the country at the time of the 
famous Morgan case. William Morgan, in ι8α6, was 
put in jail at Canandaigua, New York, for larceny. Dur
ing his incarceration and before, he had declared that 
he purposed revealing, and even publishing in a book, the 
secrets of the Masonic order. On the day of his release 
from jail he was met, so the story goes, by some men 
who drove him in a closed carriage toward Fort Niagara. 
He was never heard of again, although a body floating 
in Lake Ontario a month later was for a time thought 
to be his. Great publicity was given the Morgan case, 
and feeling against the Masons ran high, for they were 
publicly denounced as Morgan's murderers. An anti-
Masonic Party was organized, which for a long time 
exerted tremendous influence in national politics. It was 
directly responsible for the defeat of Henry Clay for 
the presidency, and was indirectly responsible for the 
election of Millard Fillmore in 1849. ^ 1S sa*d that 
under the pressure of this violent anti-Masonic agitation 
more than three thousand Masonic lodges in the United 
States gave up their charters. Under the same pressure, 
which extended in modified form to all secret societies, 
the secrets of Phi Beta Kappa were fully revealed both 
at Harvard and at Yale in 1831, and Phi Beta Kappa 
from that time on gradually changed both its character 
and administration. 

No less interesting than faculty opposition, at times 
violent and at times dormant, to the existence of fraterni
ties, is the story of opposition to fraternity houses as 
places of resort and of residence. It is probable that the 
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first fraternity house was that of Chi Psi, at Ann Arbor. 
There was in the woods near the village an abandoned 
log cabin, which members of the fraternity stumbled upon 
during the time when fraternities were under strong dis
approbation by the faculty. Any fraternity affiliation was 
sub rosa, and the utmost secrecy was necessary if dismis
sal from college was to be avoided. T o this cabin in the 
woods the members of Chi Psi resorted for their meet
ings until the tide of opposition receded—some time after 
the year 1845. A similar fraternity-faculty war at Ken-
yon College in 1854 resulted in what was probably the 
first house erected by a fraternity for fraternity purposes. 
This too was a log hut concealed in the woods. Here 
Delta Kappa Epsilon met in secret until the storm blew 
over. It was not until 1864 that we find a modern frater
nity house, this being erected at Williams; and it was 
probably not until after 1870 that we find fraternity 
members living in their own houses. 

No account of this period of fraternity growth would 
be complete without mention of the effect of the Civil 
War. This dreadful schism, in many cases, brought ties 
of fraternity into direct opposition to ties of patriotic 
loyalty. There is hardly a fraternity which existed in 
1861 that has not a story to tell of decimated chapters, 
or of chapters that were suspended because all the mem
bers were at the front. Many southern chapters suffered 
especially, not only from the war itself, but also from 
the privations of the period of reconstruction that fol
lowed. The old fraternity of Kappa Alpha, with its 
twenty-one chapters, disappeared entirely. In the annals 
of our own fraternity there are accounts of daring and 
generosity that sprang from fraternity impulse; and in 
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the records of the Upsilon Chapter there is a letter 
written in 1861 which breathes the finest fraternal spirit 
that any archives can reveal. This letter is printed under 
the history of the Upsilon Chapter, and should be read 
by every young initiate who takes upon himself the vows 
of Zeta Psi. Our favorite song, "You ask, me why upon 
this breast," is born not of sentiment but of an actual 
incident. On the whole, the wonder is that fraternities 
did not suffer more from the war than they did; strange 
to say, chapters and membership actually increased dur
ing the period from 1861 to 1865. 

1890—1932 

W e have seen that few new fraternities were estab
lished between 1870 and 1890; that many new chapters 
of old fraternities were, however, chartered during this 
same time. The last quarter of the nineteenth century 
saw the beginning of the flood tide of popular education; 
the great state universities of the Middle West and the 
far West began to feel the growing pains that foretold 
their present giant size. By 1890, the enrollment of eager 
students began to outrun equipment; few of these state 
universities made any pretense of providing dormitories 
for their students, and boarding and rooming houses 
were poor substitutes. The inchoate social consciousness 
of the student body naturally turned to fraternity affilia
tion and the more intimate association of the fraternity 
house. New chapters of old fraternities multiplied with 
amazing rapidity; and new fraternities began to be 
founded to meet the growing needs of a rapidly increas
ing student population. New colleges and universities 
sprang up like mushrooms, almost over night; and many 
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of these were recipients of private benefaction or of pub
lic grants in sums that would have made Aladdin rub his 
eyes. Into these new institutions the fraternities poured; 
and about 1890 an era of expansion and material pros
perity for the fraternities began that is even now causing 
those who are most learned in fraternity lore to wonder 
what the outcome will be. 

Between 1890 and 1900 the number of fraternities 
had increased from twenty-eight to thirty-seven; and 
the active chapters had increased from about eight hun
dred to nearly one thousand. By the year 1931 the 
number of fraternities had increased to seventy-one, with 
new ones being organized every year; and the number of 
chapters had reached approximately three thousand. I t 
has been estimated1 that in 1931 the total active mem
bership of the fraternities was about 100,000; and that 
the graduate membership was at least 800,000. The 
average initiations add to these figures at least 30,000 
students annually. It can fairly be estimated, therefore, 
that at the present writing there are one million frater
nity members in the United States and Canada, with a 
new chapter of a fraternity born every three days. Such 
is the growth of fraternities in America in little over 
one hundred years. 

1 Estimates by Banta's Greek Exchange. 
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C H A P T E R IV 

The Founders of the Fraternity 

WE are accustomed, in these late days of the second 
decade of the twentieth century, to think, of the 

world as the plaything of youth. "Youth will be served" 
is the slogan of our time, and youth is to the fore in all 
that we do or think. The boy of seventy years ago we 
regard through the mists of time as one who was "seen 
and not heard"—a creature of quiet mien and obedient 
manners. He was a man before his time, wearing a full 
beard or imposing burnsides at eighteen, and looking the 
part of a patriarch at thirty. 

So it is that we seldom think of Zeta Psi as founded by 
boys. The spectacled Elders of the Fraternity today 
think of the olden days as venerable, and, by the same 
token, of those associated with the older days as mature. 
Nor do the surviving photographs of the founders of the 
Fraternity create a different impression. In the semi
centennial catalogue of Zeta Psi, Sommers is depicted as 
a man of thirty; while Woodhull, Carter, and Mott, 
early initiates, are presented as they appeared in 1897, 
old men, nearly if not quite octogenarians. 

But Zeta Psi was founded by an eighteen-year-old boy, 
and in his enterprise he was joined by a lad of eighteen 
and one of fourteen. The thing we revere today as one 
of our most precious possessions was in its inception the 
idealized dream of a boy not yet nineteen years old; and 
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The Founders of the Fraternity 
the ritual, the organization, the extension of the Frater
nity, were all the work of young lads of an age that we 
associate today with grammar school or "prep" school. 
And we should remember that in 1847 a trip from New 
York to Williamstown, Mass., or from New York to 
Waterville, Maine, was the equivalent of a journey from 
the Atlantic seaboard to the far West. Perhaps if we let 
our imagination play we may get some idea of the devo
tion and the initiative that were necessary in those far-
off days to plant new chapters, and to bring into reality 
and to give perpetuity to as evanescent a thing as a 
schoolboy's dream. 

The boy-founder of Zeta Psi died when but little more 
than a boy, at the age of thirty-four; but he lived long 
enough to see his ideals realized; his fraternity had six
teen flourishing chapters, and it was already holding first 
place in many of the leading colleges. 

J. Β. Υ. SUMMERS 

John Bradt Yates Sommers was born in New Y'ork 
City on August 15, 1829. His mother, Sarah L. Skeld-
ing, had married the Rev. Dr. Charles G. Sommers, 
pastor of the South Baptist Church on Nassau Street. 
Their home was at 82 Madison Street, a place forever 
memorable to Zeta Psi, for here the first meetings of the 
Fraternity were held. Young Sommers lived in this 
house until he was twenty-three, when the family moved 
to the house at 17 St. Mark's Place, the house in which 
Sommers died on November 23, 1863. 

In 1845, when he was a little over sixteen years of age, 
Sommers entered New York University, where it is ap
parent he early achieved a popular place among his fel-
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lows. There is every reason to believe that he had early 
extended to him opportunities to join fraternities already 
established in the college at Washington Square, but for 
some reason or other these proved sufficiently unattrac
tive to prompt the boy to withhold his allegiance from 
any of the national societies. Whether or not thus early 
he was looking forward to the establishment of a frater
nity of his own there is no means of telling; but it is cer
tain that early in his college career the thought of Zeta 
Psi began to take shape in his mind. As the idea grew, 
there was gradually conceived in clearer outline the 
thought of a new fraternity whose principal qualifications 
for membership should be moral standing, attractive per
sonality, and a close brotherhood. The organization of 
such a society—indeed the organization of a new frater
nity along any lines whatsoever—had to be faced as a 
really grave problem since there were already established 
at the University chapters of three national fraternities. 
Furthermore, the principal difficulty lay in the general 
feeling against secret societies which made the problem 
of pushing out into new fields a very grave one. In many 
of the leading colleges of the time the penalty for asso
ciating with a secret Greek letter society was expulsion. 

Early in 1847, however, Sommers faced the untoward 
conditions which confronted him and sought out two inti
mate friends with whom he shared his ambitions. These 
men were William Henry Dayton and John M. Skill-
man, both of the Class of 1849. At Sommers' home on 
Madison Street the three boys met, and there, from week 
to week, discussed their hopes and matured their plans. 
These were interrupted by the ill health of Dayton, 
which compelled him to go south. H e went to Chapel 
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Hill and entered the University of North Carolina. 
Sommers faced this unfortunate incident with charac
teristic courage, and he and Skillman went ahead with 
their work in a spirit of real determination. "In him were 
combined child-like simplicity and gentleness of char
acter with the sternest inflexibility of purpose." Nothing 
daunted, Sommers and Skillman formally made of Zeta 
Psi a definite organization on June i, 1847. 

The work of perfecting the organization and of ex
tending the number of members apparently proceeded 
slowly. One of the earliest members to be initiated (and 
the longest to survive) was George S. Woodhull, of the 
Class of 1848. Two others were William H . Carter and 
George S. Mott, of the Class of 1850. But while pro
ceeding slowly it is evident that Sommers built surely, 
and soon the order boasted one member of 1848, seven 
of 1849, and ten of 1850. 

In the work of chapter extension Sommers was eager, 
far-seeing, and active. He himself had a personal part in 
the establishment of the Zeta Chapter in 1848, the Delta 
in the same year, and the Sigma in 1850. With the ex
tension of the organization there became necessary, of 
course, the creation of new machinery to take charge of 
inter-chapter relations. H e attended all of the first na
tional conventions, was secretary of the first at Williams-
town in 1849, a n ( i president of the one at Newburg in 
1850, and New Brunswick in 1851. 

Of Brother Sommers' business and professional life 
after his graduation from college a word or two will 
suffice. As a law student he entered the office of Kirkland 
& Birdseye and in 1854 was admitted to the bar. Shortly 
thereafter he was made a member of the firm with which 

[ 2 9 ] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
he had studied, and which eventually became the firm of 
Sommers and Johnson. On October 5, 1859, he married 
Miss Emma A. Heath, by whom he had two sons, 
Frederick Skelding, and Henry Cantine Sommers. 

Of the man himself we know little that has not been 
handed down to us in the written and spoken words of 
his friends who, long after his death, gave utterance to 
their memory of the man. Brother William H. Carter, 
writing in 1897, says: "The brothers of today can form 
but little idea of the anxieties and difficulties which sur
rounded us. It must have been the charm of Jack Som
mers' personal manner which induced me to join on No
vember 6, 1847, f ° r there had been only two initiations 
since the organization and there were but four members." 

Another contemporary wrote: "I could fill much space 
in reference to his noble qualities, his great intellectual 
powers, his wonderful gifts of social adaptability, his 
great kindness of heart, extremely refined nature, and 
courtly manners. He was a true type of the old school of 
gentlemen. H e was especially noted for his innate re
finement and delicacy; anything in the least coarse was 
absolutely repugnant to him." 

Still another contemporary said, "He was always at 
all times and under all circumstances, a gentleman." 

At the time of Brother Sommers' death he was a mem
ber of and Past Master of Adelphic Lodge No. 348 of 
the Masonic order. So prominent were his Masonic affil
iations that the Grand Master of Masons in the state 
of New York wrote of him: "His fine intellect, his 
scholarly attainments, his professional ability, his cour
teous manners, his unblemished life, and his zeal in every 
cause for intellectual and social advancement were ele-
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ments of his character which endeared him to all who 
knew him, and by his death I feel that I have lost a 
cherished friend, a wise and upright counsellor, and an 
able and faithful deputy. . . . He was of a singularly 
amiable disposition. Acquaintance with him was but the 
precursor of admiration for his noble qualities and of 
warm and lasting friendship for so true a man—exem
plary in all the relations of life,—generous, gentle, and 
altogether unselfish." 

An interesting tribute to Brother Sommers as a lawyer 
was made by a prominent Mason who wrote of him: " H e 
was not actuated by a desire to do the best for his client 
at all hazards but to do the best that he could with due 
regard to the rights and equitable interests of those who 
stood in an antagonistic position, thus showing a charac
teristic without which no man can be a great lawyer— 
the love of justice. His mind had been carefully culti
vated, but his excessive modesty veiled to some extent 
the richness of his intellect." 

Some years before Brother Sommers' death he became 
a confirmed invalid. A voyage to Europe was projected 
in the hope that it might restore his failing health; but 
this was never undertaken and he died at his home at 17 
St. Mark's Place on November 23, 1863, m his thirty-
fifth year. H e was buried with Masonic honors, and the 
Phi Chapter attended his funeral in a body. Immediately 
thereafter the mother chapter of the Fraternity adopted 
the resolutions of respect with which this brief memoir 
may be brought to a close: 

"The whole fraternity of Zeta Psi is called upon to 
mourn the untimely decease of Brother J. B. Yates Som
mers, the honored and respected founder of our order, 
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which he continued to love and adore to the day of his 
death. His own generous disposition and the debt of 
gratitude we owe to him as one of those who instituted 
the pure and noble principles of Zeta Psi have made his 
memory sacred to the heart of every brother. 

"While bowing in humble submission to the decree of 
infinite love and wisdom, we deeply mourn the sad Provi
dence which has deprived us of this revered patriarch 
of our Fraternity. While grieving for our own loss we 
tender our heartfelt sympathies to that other circle to 
which our departed Brother was bound by the fondest of 
earthly ties. As a faint expression of our deep regret we 
will observe the ritual of mourning, drape our hall and 
shroud our badges in the usual manner, and request all 
our sister chapters to unite with us in this tribute of 
respect. 

"Resolved, That a copy of this minute be sent to the 
family of our Brother, to the Grand Chapter, and to the 
several chapters of the Fraternity." 

WILLIAM HENRY DAYTON * 

One of the two whom Brother J. Β. Υ. Sommers asso
ciated with himself in establishing the Zeta Psi Frater
nity was Brother William Henry Dayton. He died on 
August 17, 1847, before any accessions were made to the 
Chapter. It is necessary to make up a sketch of his life 
from the minutes of the Phi Chapter, which alone con
tain all that is definitely known regarding him. 

The first item is an extract from the first recorded 
minutes of the Phi Chapter, of a meeting held Septem-

1 Transcribed from the Semi-Centennial Biographical Catalogue. 
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ber 15, 1847, at 82 Madison Street; John M. Skillman, 
as president, and J. Β. Υ. Sommers, as secretary, being 
present as the only two members of the Fraternity. 

"The chapter having received notice of the death of 
our late Brother, William Henry Dayton, of North Caro
lina, the motion was made, seconded, and adopted that 
the Chapter wear crape for the space of fifteen days 
from the first Monday in November, 1847." 

The second item consists of what Brother John M . 
Skillman said in his address delivered on December 18, 
1847, to the Phi Chapter, at the close of his term of 
office. "Brother Dayton was born in this city in the year 
18.27. When he was at the age of fifteen, business com
pelled his father to remove the family to Boston, where 
they have since resided. He went rapidly through a 
course of study preparatory to entering college with great 
credit to himself. His health began to fail him and his 
physicians advised his going south. Shortly after, he 
entered the University of North Carolina, at Chapel 
Hill, of which his uncle was the honored and respected 
president. During his freshman year he showed his supe
riority in intellectual pursuits by gaining and maintain
ing a high standing in his class, but his excessive zeal and 
diligence brought on illness and he was compelled to 
cease entirely. The aid of the best physicians was called, 
but in vain, and his death ensued. His loss we shall never 
recover from. Death robbed us of one of our best and 
truest friends, and although we have taken the crape 
from our badges, we will wear it long in our hearts." 

The third item is a portion of the eulogium which 
Brother J. Β. Υ. Sommers, by appointment, delivered at 
a meeting of the Phi Chapter, on May 23, 1848. " I 
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speak of Brother Dayton, a young man of rare excel
lence and promise, whose meek, devout and consistent 
course adorned the faith he for so many years professed. 
The influence he exerted and the recollections he has left 
in the hearts of those who knew him will form a better 
and more enduring memorial than any it would be in our 
power to rear. His family weep for an affectionate son 
and brother, the church laments a beloved member in the 
meek lustre of whose graces they had rejoiced, a large 
circle of kindred and friends (among whom he delighted 
to consider his Zeta Psi brethren) unite in deploring the 
untimely death of one universally esteemed and beloved. 

"Our brother was a son of Thomas Dayton, Esq., 
formerly a resident of this city, but who for some years 
past has resided in Boston. At an early age he showed 
promise of great intellect and steadfast endurance, so 
much so as to induce his father to give him a college 
education. After he had been pronounced eligible for 
admission into one of our eastern colleges, his physician 
suddenly announced the startling fact that consumption 
had set its fatal signet on his brow. H e passed through 
the freshman year at the University of North Carolina, 
whither the advice of his physicians had sent him, with 
honor to himself and the college, but he was arrested 
by the hand of death while returning from a visit to his 
family. His willingness to labor for others, his uniform
ity of charity and disposition, meek lustre of a piety that 
neither blazoned ostentatiously at one time nor wavered 
and sunk at another, but shone serenely and steadily on, 
made him deservedly the favorite of all who knew him. 
His last moments were as when a child sinks into slumber 
pillowed on a mother's breast. Such was the peaceful 
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dismissal of our brother. The silver cord was loosed as 
by the gentle untwining of its strands, and the wheels of 
life stood at last motionless." 

JOHN MOON SKILLMAN1 

The son of John and Catherine (Newberry) Skillman, 
Brother John Moon Skillman was born at 74 Remsen 
Street, Brooklyn, Ν. Υ., on March 29, 1831. After pre
paring for college in a private school in Brooklyn he 
entered New York University in the fall of 1845. As 
mentioned elsewhere, Brother J. Β. Υ. Sommers inter
ested him and Brother W. H . Dayton in the establish
ment of the Zeta Psi fraternity, of the first chapter of 
which he was the first presiding officer. 

He was graduated from the University in 1849 with 
the degree of A. B. After leaving college he was in the 
office of John B. Kitching & Co. for a while, and then took 
a business position in the south. Before the breaking out 
of the Civil War he returned north and entered the naval 
service as pay clerk, from August 26, 1861, to October 
15, 1862, on the U. S. SS. Potomac; and as acting assis
tant paymaster and captain's clerk from November 14, 
1862, to February 12, 1864, on the U. S. SS. Bohio; and 
then on the U. S. SS. Meteor until July 13, 1865, when 
he died in Mobile Bay. His body was buried in Green
wood Cemetery. 

In a letter concerning him his sister says: "He was 
much esteemed by his employers in the office which he 
first entered, and was a favorite with all who knew him 
for his loving, kindly disposition, his great thoughtful-

1 Transcribed from the Semi-Centennial Biographical Catalogue. 
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ness for others, and exceeding refinement of nature. He 
was a member of the First Dutch Church of Brooklyn 
and much interested in the Sunday school, the members 
of which gave him a large Bible at the time of his leaving 
home for service in the Union Navy." 
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CHAPTER V 

The Founding and Early Growth 
of the Order1 

TH E exact date of the agreement of Sommers, Day
ton and Skillman to found the Zeta Psi Fraternity 

has been a matter of much discussion. Down to 1883, 
the date 1847 seems to have been the accepted one for 
the year of foundation, but in 1883 the Grand Chapter 
Convention, on the report of Brother Aubrey, Delta Al
pha, and of a committee appointed to investigate the 
subject, voted to accept 1846 in place of 1847 as the true 
date of the founding of the Fraternity. Accordingly, 
1846 was used until researches, undertaken in view of 
the approaching semicentennial of the Fraternity, seemed 
to cast doubt upon the correctness of this position, and 
in a paper read before the Semicentennial Convention 
Brother Marshall S. Brown, Epsilon '92, maintained that 
June i, 1847, was the correct date of the founding of 
Zeta Psi. 

Since 1897 two very valuable sources for the early 
history of the Fraternity have been found, although they 
had been missing for over a generation; these were the 
original pledge book and the original record of minutes 
of the Phi Chapter at New York University. In addition 
to these invaluable documents, many others, including 
early minutes of other chapters, chapter correspondence, 

1 This Chapter, Chapter V, and part of Chapter V I I are taken, with slight 
editorial changes and abridgments, from the Semi-Centennial Biographical 
Catalogue, 1899, and are the work of Marshall S. Brown, Epsilon '92. 
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and letters of the early members, have been discovered 
and have thrown new light upon the disputed date of 
origin. 

Both June i, 1846, and June 1, 1847, are given in 
different places in the original Phi Chapter book, con
taining the chapter lists, by'Summers himself in his own 
handwriting and over his own signature as the dates of 
the initiation of Dayton, Skillman, and himself. The 
very source which we might expect to be conclusive being 
thus contradictory, we are obliged to look elsewhere for 
evidence. 

It was the practice of the active chapters in the first 
few years of the Fraternity's existence to send lists of 
their members to the other chapters. One of these lists 
in the archives of the Delta Chapter gives the date June 
1, 1846, but this list is the only one giving this date. 
Numerous lists are in existence, all of which, with the 
exception of the one cited above, give the date June 1, 
1847, o r simply 1847. One of these, dated March 24, 
1849, r e a d s as follows; 

The Alpha of New York to the Alpha, of New Jersey, greeting: 
In accordance with Article XIX, of By-Laws, I forward the 

following list of all persons admitted to the fellowship of our 
Fraternity in the Alpha Chapter of New York from June 1, 
1847, until March 24, 1849. 

Secretary. 

Then follow in a tabulated list the names of those 
admitted, with June 1, 1847, a s the date given for the 
admission of the founders. One month earlier than the 
date of the above letter, on February 22, 1849, Brother 
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The Founding and Early Growth 
Sommers himself sent a similar list to the Alpha Chapter 
of Massachusetts, signed by himself, giving June i, 1847, 
as the date of his own initiation. In the back of the orig
inal Phi Chapter minute book there is a list of the chap
ters of the Fraternity written, as the internal evidence 
indicates, in the year 1850, which gives 1847 as the date 
of founding of the Phi Chapter at New York Univer
sity. The earliest catalogue of the Fraternity, published 
in 1859, gives the date of the installation of the Phi 
Chapter as 1847. There is in the archives of the Delta 
Chapter at New Brunswick, a letter, dated August 5, 
1859, from Sommers to J. H . Hopkins, of the Delta 
Chapter, acknowledging the receipt of the catalogue and 
testifying to the correctness of the part relating to the 
Phi Chapter. Letters from Carter, Woodhull, and Mott, 
all of whom joined the Fraternity during the year 1847-
1848, give as the recollections of these Brothers that it 
was founded in the college year 1846-1847, and Mott 
is quite positive that it was in the spring of 1847. This 
evidence is sufficiently conclusive to warrant the Frater
nity in settling upon the year 1847 as the year of the 
foundation of Zeta Psi. 

The death of young Dayton, while on his way to 
Chapel Hill, to continue as a sophomore his course at 
the University of North Carolina, prevented the im
mediate founding of a chapter of Zeta Psi at that uni
versity, and not until eleven years later did the idea of 
Dayton find fruition in the establishment of the Upsilon 
Chapter at Chapel Hill. 

The opening of New York University in September, 
1847, found the two remaining Brothers full of hope and 
enthusiasm for their project, and in the first meeting of 
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the year and the first meeting of which the minutes have 
been preserved, held September 15, 1847, at Sommers' 
home, 82 Madison Street, New York, new members were 
proposed and the Zeta Psi Fraternity was fairly started 
on its prosperous and honorable career. 

The name of the Fraternity and of the Chapter at New 
York University and the broad outline of organization 
had been incorporated in a constitution adopted by the 
three original members in the spring of 1847. The min
utes of the chapter meetings, which were held regularly 
after September 15, 1847, show great energy and re
markable success in completing the organization and in 
adding new members. This success was due very largely 
to the rare qualities of personal popularity, genius for 
organization and powers of leadership possessed by Som
mers. The credit for placing the new Fraternity upon a 
sound basis, for laying down the lines of future growth, 
and for defining the principles which were to actuate its 
members in their relation to each other and to the Fra
ternity, belongs to him. Great praise for earnest and 
successful pioneer work for Zeta Psi is due George S. 
Woodhull, of the Class of 1848, the first Zeta Psi to be 
graduated from college, and to William H. Carter, '50, 
who was initiated several months before Woodhull. 

The Fraternity has never departed from the basal prin
ciples laid down by its founders. It has demanded char
acter and culture as the first requisites for membership 
in Zeta Psi. Given character and culture, good fellowship 
has been preferred to mere scholarship, although the 
Fraternity has always recognized that without scholarship 
the desired standing of member and of chapter could not 
be maintained in the college. It has been the policy of 
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the Fraternity, inaugurated by its founders, never to 
choose men as members solely on account of attainment 
in restricted spheres of college activity. Scholarship or 
athletic ability alone, although highly prized when pos
sessed by men of character and culture, were never suit-
cient qualifications for membership. 

Sommers in his valedictory address on the "Elements 
of a Good Society," delivered on retiring from the presi
dency of the Phi Chapter, April 15, 1848, said that there 
were two necessary elements in a good fraternity, viat.: 

An honorable reputation abroad, and a telr-reipeeting char
acter among ourselves. Our reputation mmt he ubtairtftl among 
our fellow-students in the University, and there it will siepenil 
on our standing as students and upon our individual character*. 
When either of these is wanting there it a defect whkh will 
hinder us from obtaining those whom we should rac»t desire to 
call our Brothers, for no amount of genius can compensate for 
want of character. 

Zeta Psi is distinctly a social, not a literary organiza
tion, social in the broadest and best sense of the word. 
The aim of the Fraternity has been and is to develop the 
member as a social being, through intimate relations with 
a limited number of congenial friends who are bound 
together in an organization where loyalty, truth, honor, 
and fraternal affection are the guiding principles. T o this 
end literary activity is encouraged as a means, never as 
an end in itself; to this end likewise all the varied activi
ties of college and fraternity life are supported. The 
Fraternity never loses sight of the fact that the man is 
more important than the musician, the athlete, or the 
scholar. 

Founded upon these principles, the chapter at New 
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York University became by the close of its first year a 
strong factor in the fraternity life of the college. The 
founder's idea of the Fraternity as an affiliated organi
zation found expression in the establishment of a chapter 
at Williams College in the spring of 1848. Henry Silas 
Hodges, a student in the Class of 1849 at Williams Col
lege, was a friend of one of the members of Zeta Psi at 
New York University, George S. Woodhull, and this 
connection brought about the chapter of Zeta Psi at Wil
liams. Hodges came to New York and was initiated May 
11, 1848, as a member of the Zeta Psi Fraternity. A peti
tion from Brother Hodges and another who had form
erly been a member of Zeta Psi at New Y'ork University, 
for the founding oi a chapter at Williams College, was 
received and granted on May 20, 1848; and at a meeting 
of the parent chapter held May 23, 1848, the Alpha of 
Massachusetts was duly installed as the second chapter 
of the Zeta Psi Fraternity. William W. Allen, '49, 
Charles A. Stowell, '49, and Samuel B. Sumner, '49, were 
the first initiates and, together with Brother Hodges, 
constituted the charter members of the Alpha of Massa
chusetts. This chapter, later known as the Zeta, flourished 
for a short time, but adverse conditions limited its life to 
four years, and on June 22, 1852, it gave up its charter, 
to be restored over twenty-nine years later, November 
21, 1881, to the new Zeta, whose prosperity has been 
uninterrupted. By June, 1852, when the old Zeta ceased 
to exist, the Fraternity had already grown so strong that 
the loss of its second chapter hardly affected its prosper
ity and interfered very little, if any, with its continued 
and rapid development. 

Rutgers was the third college to obtain the honor of 
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the installation of a chapter of Zeta Psi. Judson H . Hop
kins, of the Class of 1851, Rutgers College, was a rela
tive and a warm personal friend of George S. Woodhull, 
of New York University, and was interested by him in the 
project of extending the Zeta Psi Fraternity to Rutgers 
College. Hopkins associated with himself John Hess, 
also of the Class of 1850, who accompanied him to New 
York, where, on November 24, 1848, they were both ini
tiated into the Fraternity as members of the Alpha of 
New York from Rutgers College. Two more Rutgers 
men, Cortlandt Van Wyck, '50, and a classmate were 
initiated in New York as members of the New York 
University Chapter. On January 15, 1849, a petition 
from the four Rutgers members was presented to the 
Alpha of New York requesting that a charter be granted 
to the petitioners for a chapter of Zeta Psi at Rutgers 
College. The petition having been approved by the Al
pha of Massachusetts, the charter was granted. Ten days 
later, Brother John Hess was sent to New York to receive 
the charter, and at a meeting of the Alpha of New York, 
held January 25, 1849, fche Alpha Chapter of New Jer
sey was duly installed, Brother Hess serving as proxy 
for the Rutgers petitioners. The Rutgers Chapter thus 
founded has had an unbroken history. The newly initiated 
members of Zeta Psi at Rutgers College were animated 
with the true spirit of missionary endeavor, and Brother 
Peter W. Rousse, '50, was for several years the self-con
stituted head of the "College of the Propaganda" for 
Zeta Psi. 

The chapter at the College of New Jersey at Princeton 
was the first to bear the second letter of the Greek alpha
bet, for it became the Beta of New Jersey. Jonathan 
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Longstreet, '50, was selected to act as the originator of 
a chapter of Zeta Psi at Princeton. He was initiated as 
a member of the Rutgers Chapter on May 14, 1850, and 
immediately started to pledge men for the proposed chap
ter at Princeton. So successful was he that five men went 
with him to New Brunswick and were there, on June 3, 
1850, initiated into the fraternal bonds of Zeta Psi and 
with Brother Longstreet were installed as the Beta of 
New Jersey. The records and correspondence show that 
for the space of a quarter of a century the existence and 
organization of the chapter at Princeton were maintained 
in the face of much opposition and discouragement. The 
laws of the college against Greek-letter fraternities be
came so stringent that the continued existence of the 
Chapter, even in secret, became unwise, and on account of 
faculty action the Chapter in December, 1875, disbanded 
as an affiliated member of the Zeta Psi Fraternity. The 
Grand Chapter, however, was loath to surrender such 
a promising field, hoping that a reversal of the attitude 
of the college authorities might enable the Fraternity to 
continue at Princeton; but at the convention of the Grand 
Chapter held in Syracuse, January, 1882, it was voted 
that the Omicron Chapter be honorably discontinued as 
an active chapter. This action was rescinded the following 
year, but the Philadelphia Convention of 1892 finally 
withdrew the charter. 

The installation of a chapter at the University of Penn
sylvania was due to the fact that two members of the 
Class of 1852, Edward W. and Samuel E. Appleton, had 
prepared to enter Rutgers College, but had changed their 
plans and had entered the University of Pennsylvania. 
They continued the friendship formed in college prepa-
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ration with boys who had entered Rutgers and had 
there become members of Zeta Psi. The brothers Apple-
ton were induced to join the Fraternity and were initiated 
at New Brunswick, August 1850, in time to return to 
Philadelphia before college opened and pledge men to 
become members of a new chapter at the University of 
Pennsylvania. On September 4, 1850, Brother J. Β. Υ. 
Sommers, Phi Alpha of the Fraternity, and Brother P. 
W. Rousse, '50 (Alpha of New Jersey), installed the new 
chapter at Philadelphia as the Alpha of Pennsylvania, 
with the brothers Appleton and four other students, ini
tiated the same evening, as charter members. The Sigma, 
as their chapter was later named, has maintained uninter
ruptedly its existence and organization as the leading fra
ternity at the University of Pennsylvania. 

Waterville College, now Colby, was the second New 
England college to possess a chapter of Zeta Psi. 
Through the instrumentality of the Alpha of Massachu
setts, a local society at Waterville received permission to 
enter the brotherhood of Zeta Psi, and on November 19, 
1850, E. J. Peck, Zeta '51, and J. S. Barry, Zeta '53, 
initiated fourteen men at Waterville and installed them 
as a chapter of Zeta Psi, the Alpha of Maine. For nearly 
fifty years the Alpha of Maine, or, as it was later called, 
the Chi, has sent out into the world a succession of dele
gations which have ably represented the sterling manhood 
that constitutes the chief glory of Maine. 

The Alpha of Maine, at Waterville, was the last chap
ter to be named under the old system. At the third Grand 
Chapter Convention, held at New Brunswick, August 6, 
1851, the present system of designating the chapters by 
letters of the Greek alphabet, irrespective of the states» 

[45] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
was adopted. The Alpha of New York became the Phi, 

the Alpha of Massachusetts the Zeta, the Alpha and the 

Beta of New Jersey the Delta and the Omicron, respec

tively, the Alpha of Pennsylvania the Sigma, and the 

Alpha of Maine the Chi. 

An attempt was made to start a chapter at the Theolog

ical Seminary at Alexandria, Virginia, evidently in the 

fall of 1851, and although a charter was granted as the 

Alpha of Virginia, the project was not a success and on 

April 2, 1S51, the charter was resigned. Robert E. Ran

dall, Sigma '53, and William F. Rogers, Sigma '55, were 

appointed a committee to found a chapter at Dickinson 

College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, and on the 5th of March, 

1852, they successfully fulfilled their commission by ini

tiating fourteen men and installing them as the Alpha 

Chapter. It met adverse conditions, however, failed to 

conquer them, and died in a little over two years. 
The Epsilon Chapter, at Brown University, was 

founded April 21, 1852, through the instrumentality of E. 
E. Appleton, Sigma and Delta '52, and Peter W. Rousse, 
Delta 'so, who superintended the foundation of the new 
chapter from Cambridge, where he was attending the 
Harvard Law School. John A. Gardiner, '52, was the 
leading spirit among the seven charter members, who, in 
spite of competition with five fraternities already estab
lished at Brown, soon placed the Chapter on a secure 
footing. The Epsilon Chapter grew and prospered until 
1861, when the Civil War caused a period of temporary 
depression. The following quotation from the Grand 
Chapter minutes of the convention held January 2, 1862, 
tells her glorious history: 
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Especial remark was madi of the Epsilon, every active mem

ber of which, with one exception, abandoned his studies, on the 
first call of the President, and is at this moment in the Army 
of the Republic. 

A period of prosperity followed the close of the war, 
succeeded in its turn by one of adversity which, in 1876, 
brought to an end the life of the old Epsilon. Ten years 
later, April 17, 1886, the Epsilon was reestablished and 
speedily regained its old position as one of the principal 
fraternities at Brown and one of the leading chapters of 
Zeta Psi. 

Not satisfied with the honor of having established a 
chapter at Brown, Brother Rousse received the requisite 
authority from the Fraternity and on July 12, 1852, in
stalled the Rho Chapter at Harvard College. The Rho, 
after an honorable career, dating from 1852 to 1857, 
was suspended in the latter year and reestablished in 1865, 
was suspended again in 1867, and for the second time 
restored February 17, 1882. A period of great local pros
perity followed, but the incompatibility of the Harvard 
club system with the interests of the Fraternity at large 
caused the final withdrawal of the charter in December, 
1892. 

The Chapter at Dartmouth College, the old Psi, was 
honored in its founder, Nelson Dingley, Jr., later gover
nor of Maine and for many years Republican leader on 
the floor of the National House of Representatives. 
Dingley entered Waterville College with the Class of 
1855, and was there initiated into Zeta Psi. He, however, 
transferred his academic allegiance to Dartmouth College 
and was thus the means of introducing Zeta Psi at Han
over. The chapter, authorized by vote of the Grand 
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Chapter, August 19, 1853, was installed at Planover by-
four brothers from the Chi, on November 19, 1853. The 
Dartmouth Chapter gave up its meetings in 1865, was 
reestablished in 1871, but in June, 1873, its chapter was 
again withdrawn. It was not until 1920 that a final rees-
tablishment put Zeta Psi on a firm foundation at Dart
mouth. 

The Kappa Chapter, at Tufts, was instituted October 
22, 1855, by members of the Rho Chapter. A slight ir
regularity in the initiation of the movement, due perhaps 
to excessive zeal on the part of the founders, was soon 
remedied and the Kappa has, during subsequent years, 
chosen for its members the best men enrolled as students 
of the "college on the hill." 

Rarely has the prosperity of an institution been so de
pendent upon the life of one man as was Union College 
upon the life and ability of its great president, Eliphalet 
Nott . He made Union, during the middle of his cen
tury, one of the greatest educational centres of the coun* 
try. Union became a strong fraternity college and it was 
but natural that Zeta Psi should desire representation, 
although very strong competition would inevitably follow. 
On March 4, 1856, three brothers from the Chi, duly 
authorized by the Grand Chapter, initiated seven students 
at Schenectady, and installed them as charter members of 
the Theta Chapter at Union College. The Chapter pros
pered until 1866, when the death of Dr. Nott, after a 
presidency of sixty-two years, dealt the college, and 
through it the Chapter, a severe blow, from which the 
College with difficulty, and the Chapter never recovered. 
It was reported at the Grand Chapter Convention of 
1868, that the Chapter had ceased to exist, owing to the 
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decline in the prosperity of the College and the conse
quent difficulty of obtaining good men. Notwithstanding 
this report, the minutes of the Theta Chapter show that 
an attempt was made to keep up the organization for sev
eral years more, the last member being graduated from 
college in 1874. 

A committee from the Sigma Chapter, consisting of 
William Piatt Pepper, '57, and Henry Ashurst, '58, was 
authorized to start a new chapter of Zeta Psi at Lafayette 
College, and on October 2, 1857, four charter members 
were duly installed at Easton, Pa., as the Tau Chapter. 
The Tau, strong through the support of a body of enthu
siastic alumni, many of whom live in Easton, has for 
over seventy years borne aloft the white banner of the 
Fraternity. 

Brothers from the Epsilon were given permission to 
establish a chapter at Amherst College in 1858, but the 
conditions were not favorable, and a precarious existence 
was maintained there for a year only. 
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CHAPTER VI 

From 1858 to 1900 

TH E University of North Carolina, in the decade 
preceding the Civil War, was a large and prosperous 

institution, worthy in every way to be the home of a chap
ter of Zeta Psi. The Delta was instrumental in obtaining 
a charter and establishing the Upsilon Chapter at Chapel 
piill- James Graham McNab, '58, was sent north by a 
band of students at the University of North Carolina who 
fished to become a chapter of Zeta Psi, to obtain, if pos
sible, a charter. McNab was initiated at the Delta Chap
ter and received full authority to establish a chapter at 
the University of North Carolina, where, on the 16th of 
January, 1858, the Upsilon Chapter was inaugurated. 
#eta Psi prospered until the Civil War demanded the 
services of faculty and students on the fighting line. The 
college was more fortunate than most southern institu
tions and was enabled to maintain the shadow of an exist
ence during the dark years which ensued. The Upsilon 
Chapter was also enabled to keep up its organization, and 
jit the close of the war regained a good share of its earlier 
prosperity. The sad days of the reconstruction period 
proved more disastrous to this institution than had the 
ψατ itself, and in 1868 the University closed its doors, and 
(he Chapter necessarily became extinct. The attempt of 
(he Reconstructionists to carry on affairs, although main
tained for two years, was a failure. After an interval of 
itbout seven years, the doors of the old University were 
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reopened under the old officers; but it was not until ten 
years later that the desire of the southern members of 
Zeta Psi for a chapter at Chapel Hill was fulfilled. On 
March 12, 1885, enthusiastic alumni, by authority of the 
Grand Chapter, restored the Upsilon to life and to 
a career of prosperity and usefulness which has continued 
unchecked up to the present time. 

The year 1858 was memorable in the history of the 
Fraternity, not only for the founding of the first chapter 
of Zeta Psi south of the Mason and Dixon line, but also 
owing to its preemption for the first time of territory in 
what was then the West, beyond the Appalachian range. 
Liberty E. Holden was the founder of the Xi Chapter at 
the University of Michigan. He completed the first two 
years of his college course at Waterville College, where 
he became a member of the Chi Chapter, and then en
tered the University of Michigan in the fall of 1856 as a 
junior. Holden induced several of his friends at the Uni
versity of Michigan to form a local organization with the 
purpose of ultimately becoming a chapter of Zeta Psi. 
The necessary authority from the Fraternity was obtained 
through the Chi Chapter, and on June 21, 1858, the 
Chapter was installed with a large initial membership. 
The Xi has experienced the vicissitudes of fortune to 
which all chapters are liable; prosperity has, however, 
outrun adversity, and seventy-three years of continuous 
existence, during which the Chapter has maintained its 
position as a peer among the leading fraternities at Ann 
Arbor, place the Xi high in the honor roll of the chapters 
of Zeta Psi. 

The fourth chapter in Pennsylvania, the old Eta, was 
founded at Pennsylvania College, Gettysburg, Pa., on 
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the 13th of August, 1861, by a delegation from the Tau 
Chapter. There is an interesting entry in the Grand 
Chapter minutes of December, 1863, which records a 
resolution granting a new charter to the Eta Chapter in 
place of the one which was destroyed at the invasion of 
Gettysburg. The Chapter lived through the Civil War 
and continued to initiate until 1870. A committee ap
pointed by the Grand Chapter in 1873 found the Chapter 
extinct and received the charter and records from their 
custodian. 

Two other chapters were established during the period 
of the Civil War, the Omega at the University of Chi
cago, November 5, 1864, by brothers from the Chi, Epsi-
lon, Theta, Eta, and Xi; and the Pi at the Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute at Troy, Ν . Υ., January 31, 1865. 
The former shared the fortunes of the old Chicago Uni
versity, and died in January, 1887; the latter, after an 
honorable career of twenty-eight years, owing largely to 
a decrease in the number of students at the Institute, vol
untarily surrendered its charter, December 21, 1893. 

The oldest college in Maine did not receive a chapter 
of Zeta Psi until eighteen years after its younger sister, 
Waterville College. George L. Chandler was initiated 
into Zeta Psi as a student of the latter college in the Class 
of 1868, but providentially for Zeta Psi, concluded to 
finish his college course at Bowdoin College. Through his 
earnest efforts a petition from the Chi Chapter, for au
thority to establish a chapter at Bowdoin, was presented 
to the Grand Chapter and granted December 27, 1867. 
The Lambda, as the Bowdoin Chapter was called, was in
stituted by the initiation, on January 31, 1868, of six 
charter members, in addition to Brother Chandler. From 
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1868 to the present day, the Lambda Chapter has con
tinuously maintained its position as one of the leading 
fraternities at Bowdoin, and has, like the Colby Chapter, 
given the best from among the sturdy sons of Maine to 
Zeta Psi. 

The suspension of the University of North Carolina in 
1868 caused a number of its former students to enter the 
University of Virginia for the completion of their college 
course. Among them were five brothers from the Upsi-
lon Chapter, who, on October i6, 1868, having received 
the necessary authority, initiated four men, and with 
them constituted the charter members of the Beta Chap
ter. The Beta Chapter was in suspension from 188a to 
March 1, 1893, when owing very largely to the enthusias
tic endeavors of Brother R. T. W. Duke, Jr., Beta '73, 
the Chapter was reorganized. Through a multitude of 
subsequent difficulties the Beta has finally reached its 
present "place in the sun." 

The auspicious conditions under which Cornell Uni
versity was founded not only drew students from other 
colleges, but also impressed fraternity men generally 
with the desirability of preempting the ground. Three 
active members of the Xi Chapter at the University of 
Michigan entered Cornell in the fall of 1868, when its 
doors were first opened for students, and almost imme
diately associated four other Cornell students with them
selves as petitioners for a charter from the Zeta Psi Fra
ternity. Their petition was granted by the Grand Chap
ter on December 30, 1868, and on January i, 18.69, t n e 

first initiation of the Psi, as the new chapter was called, 
took place. The Psi has maintained a prominent position 
at Cornell, and its Elders have been very influential in 
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the councils of the Fraternity. Its chapter house at Ithaca, 
completed in 1892, was at the time of its erection, one of 
the finest fraternity houses in America. 

A very important step in the extension of Zeta Psi was 
taken at the Philadelphia Convention of December, 1870, 
when authority for the establishment of a chapter on the 
Pacific Coast was given to the Grand Officers. Arthur B. 
Waring, Phi '70, and Albert B. Carlton, Phi '72, were 
instrumental in founding the Iota Chapter, which, thus 
constituted by authority of the Grand Chapter, became 
Zeta Psi's representative beyond the Rockies. Zeta Psi 
was the first of the national secret Greek letter frater
nities to establish a chapter on the Pacific Coast and 
naturally reaped, a great advantage from this priority, 
which gave it a leading position that has been success
fully maintained in the face of increasing competition. 

The fifth college in New York State to receive a Zeta 
Psi charter was Syracuse University, where, on June 14, 
1875, seven students who had been, on June 11, initiated 
at the Psi Chapter, were installed as the Gamma Chap
ter of Zeta Psi. Representatives from the Psi, which had 
been most active in the campaign for the new chapter, 
and from the Xi, assisted. The Gamma had an existence 
of twelve years. Its very weak condition in January, 
1887, justified the Grand Chapter in withdrawing its 
charter, which was not restored until 1905, largely 
through the zeal of Frank Z. Wilcox, Gamma '76, one of 
the charter members of the original chapter. 

The prosperity of our Canadian chapters and the high 
standing in the university and social worlds which their 
members sustain, warrant us in considering March 27, 
1879, as a very important date in the history of Zeta Psi, 
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for on that day Zeta Psi first crossed the boundaries of 
the United States and made itself an international fra
ternity by establishing a chapter at the University of 
Toronto. The Xi has the honor of being the mother chap
ter of the Theta Xi; nine members of the former, as
sisted by two from the Pi, under authority of the Grand 
Chapter, went to Toronto and initiated nine students of 
the University of Toronto and installed them as the 
Theta Xi Chapter of Zeta Psi. Zeta Psi was first at 
Toronto, as she had been on the Pacific Coast, and for 
thirteen years had the field all to herself. The best men 
at the University became Zetes and gave the Chapter a 
prestige that has been of great value since the introduc
tion of other fraternities brought in the element of rivalry 
for possession of the most desirable men. 

Columbia University always has a number of students 
from other colleges pursuing studies in her several de
partments. In 1879, Brother Richard A. Anthony, Delta 
'Si, found that besides himself there were brothers from 
four different chapters studying at Columbia. Under his 
leadership they petitioned for a chapter at Columbia. 
The petition, supported by a very large number of promi
nent members of Zeta Psi in New York City, was granted 
by the constitutional authorities, and on December 12, 
1879, Brother W. L. Otis, past Phi Alpha, presided at 
the installation of the Columbia, or Mu, Chapter, a name 
which was changed two years later to the Alpha. The 
Alpha has maintained itself since 1879 in the face of the 
most severe competition from other strong fraternities. 
The removal of the University to the new site at Morn-
ingside Heights created a healthier college life, and the 
Chapter has shared with the University in its new era 
of prosperity. r -. 
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In 1883 the Fraternity for the second time crossed into 

Canada, and on January 3 of that year founded the Alpha 
Psi Chapter at McGill University. Brother D. J. G. 
Wishart, Theta Xi '83, after graduation at Toronto 
University, entered McGill University for his medical 
course, and with the assistance of another graduate of the 
University of Toronto, R. F. Ruttan, who was also in 
the medical department, selected seven other men, who, 
together with themselves, petitioned successfully for a 
charter from the Zeta Psi Fraternity. Brother Henry 
Brock, Theta Xi '81, and Brother A. B. Cameron, Theta 
Xi '83, installed the Chapter, January 3, 1883. The Alpha 
Psi was without a rival for fourteen years at McGill Uni
versity, and has had a career of great prosperity. It ranks 
deservedly among the strong chapters of the Fraternity. 
The Chapter has achieved the distinction of combining 
supremacy in scholarship with a leading position in the 
college athletic world. The very large number of winners 
of the highest scholastic distinctions and the numerous 
representation on the faculty of McGill attest the former, 
while the extraordinary number who have held official 
positions in the athletic organizations and membership in 
the athletic teams proves the latter. 

The year following the founding of the Chapter at 
McGill University witnessed the establishment of the 
first Ohio chapter, that at the Case School of Applied 
Science. Elders of the Xi and of other chapters residing 
in Cleveland interested themselves in introducing a chap
ter of Zeta Psi at the new technical school founded 
through the liberality of Leonard Case. A charter was 
granted to six undergraduates in October, 1889, and on 
November 27th four of them journeyed to Ann Arbor 
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and were there initiated and installed as the Nu Chapter 
of the Zeta Psi Fraternity. The Nu Chapter has always 
kept its numbers small, but the presence in Cleveland 
of a large body of influential alumni of Zeta Psi is an 
element of strength which enables the Chapter to carry 
on in the face of many vicissitudes which have beset both 
the school and the fraternities at Case. 

The wisdom of entering Yale University, under the pe
culiar conditions of fraternity life existing there and with 
the well-known Yale conservatism to contend against, 
was questioned by many earnest members of the Fra
ternity, but success has justified the establishment of Zeta 
Psi at New Haven. Brother S. B. Sumner, Zeta '4Q, 
was deeply interested and was ably assisted by Brother 
Walter G. Eliot, Alpha >fj8, in the endeavor to obtain a 
charter. That having been secured on May n , 1889, ten 
New Haven students were initiated at the Zeta Psi Club, 
in New York City, as the charter members of the Eta 
Chapter, Brother A. H . Gallatin, Phi '59, presiding. A 
chapter house was built in 1891, which in 1899 was 
replaced by a structure whose architectural beauty and 
whose adaptability to the needs of the Chapter made it 
one of the finest fraternity houses in the country. When 
it was abandoned in 1926 to make way for a university 
building program, the present superb structure, from the 
designs of Dean Everett V. Meeks, Eta Όι, was erected 
—perhaps the most beautiful if not the most elaborate 
fraternity building in America. 

Zeta Psi added another to her long list of pioneer 
chapters in 1892 by crossing the Rockies for a second 
time and placing a chapter at Palo Alto three months 
after Stanford University had opened its doors to stu-
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dents. The Iota Chapter at Berkeley was naturally desir
ous, shut off as it was very largely from fellowship with 
the eastern chapters, of placing a branch of Zeta Psi at the 
new sister university of the Pacific slope, and, under the 
leadership of Brother Edwin Mays, Iota 'QS, secured the 
consent of the Grand Chapter at Philadelphia, January 
9, 1892, when a charter was granted to the petitioners, 
a number of whom had already become members of the 
Fraternity at the Iota Chapter. The two Pacific chapters 
have proved a source of mutual strength, and the Mu has 
had an extremely creditable history, maintaining at Palo 
Alto the same relative position which the Iota has secured 
at Berkeley. 

If perseverance deserves success the Alpha Beta Chap
ter of the Fraternity merits the membership in Zeta Psi 
it so long coveted. An organization of students at the 
University of Minnesota was, for six long years, unre
mitting in its efforts to obtain a charter from Zeta Psi. 
The traditional and wise conservatism of the Grand 
Chapter and the difficulties of complying with the exact
ing conditions of admission, were finally overcome, and 
on August 26, 1899, ten men were initiated and installed 
as the Alpha Beta Chapter of the Zeta Psi Fraternity 
by a committee of Grand Officers consisting of Brothers 
Kenneth Cameron, Alpha Psi '87, Phi Alpha; Pomeroy 
Ladue, Xi 'go, Alpha Sigma Alpha; Albert Buchman, 
Psi '77, Gamma Alpha, and Israel C. Pierson, Phi '65, 
Delta Alpha, assisted by a large number of Elders, resi
dent in Minneapolis and St. Paul. A chapter house had 
already been purchased; was later remodeled; and in 
1926 was supplanted by the splendid new house now 
occupied by the Alpha Beta. 
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CHAPTER VII 

"Zeta Psi Extends Across" 

OU T of the "Comus Club," a local society organized 
in 1905, sprang the Alpha Epsilon Chapter at the 

University of Illinois. It happened that in the faculty 
of the University there were five professors who were 
members of Zeta Psi, and it was to these men that the 
petitioning Comus Club applied. The petition was for
mally presented to the Sixty-second (A) Convention 
held in Detroit, in January, 1908, and the charter was 
granted provided a $5,000 guarantee fund were raised by 
June 30, 1909. For a time it looked as though the fund 
could not be raised, but loyal Zetes, led by Brother 
William A. Corastock, Xi 'gg, made an intensive drive 
and secured the necessary pledges a few months before 
the time-limit set by the Grand Chapter. The installation 
ceremonies took place on April 15, 16, and 17, 1909, at 
which time the Alpha Epsilon Chapter was fortunate in 
securing the deep interest and loyal cooperation of 
Brother Henry T. Thomas, '64, of the old Omega Chap
ter. In 1920 the present fine chapter house was built, a 
building commensurate with the standing which Zeta Psi 
has always had at Illinois. 

The next chapter to be founded was chartered at the 
San Francisco Convention on September 11, 1915; the 
place, the University of Wisconsin, and the chapter name, 
Lambda Psi. The fertile field at Wisconsin was first 
taken cognizance of by Haskell Noyes, Eta OS, who in 
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roio was a graduate student at the University of Wis
consin. He approached two other Zetes who were in the 
University, William Lunt, Lambda '04, and Wendell 
Wilcox, Gamma '05, and the three began a definite cam
paign both to secure the interest of the general Fraternity 
and to bring together a group of men who might serve as 
charter members of the prospective organization. Noyes's 

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF CHAPTERS 

work was indefatigable; he made trips to adjacent chap
ters and finally made a journey to the East, upon which 
occasion he visited more than ten of the chapters of the 
Fraternity. Prior to the granting of the charter, Noyes's 
enthusiasm had actually gone so far as to impel him to 
rent a house and furnish it. Thus itVas that immediately 
after the granting of the charter, the Chapter was in run
ning order, adequately housed, with no delay whatever. 
At present the Lambda Psi occupies a beautiful home on 
the shores of the lake, the house having been erected in 
1923-24. 
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The twenty-sixth chapter of Zeta Psi was the third 

chapter of the Fraternity to be established on the Pacific 
Coast. It was placed at the University of Washington, 
largely through the contagious enthusiasm and initiative 
of the Phi Alpha, Ellis Ames Ballard, and the equally 
enthusiastic general secretary, Chester A. Lydecker. The 
charter was granted at the Grand Chapter meeting, June 
26, 1920, in New York City, and the charter members 
were initiated and the charter was formally presented 
on December 4, 1920. There were on this occasion ini
tiated twenty-nine undergraduates, five alumni, and three 
faculty members, these last being Henry Suzzalo, then 
President of the University and now the president of the 
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching; 
Dr. Richard F. Scholz, who later became president of 
Reed College, and Dr. Robert Max Garrett. Seven years 
later the Chapter moved into one of the finest fraternity 
houses in Seattle, a house which, architecturally, is per
haps the peer of any in the country. And now, after 
scarcely more than a decade, the Phi Lambda finds itself 
strongly entrenched among the leading fraternities at 
the University of Washington. 

The fact that Zeta Psi had been the first to enter Can
ada and so boasted of pioneer chapters at both Toronto 
and McGill, prompted the Canadian brothers in general, 
and certain of the Grand Officers in particular, to take 
note of the rising young university at Winnipeg, the Uni
versity of Manitoba. As early as April, 1914, the Grand 
Chapter voted to establish a chapter at this university 
when the Canadian brothers should decide that the time 
was propitious. Then came the World War , and any 
thought of a chapter at Manitoba was, of necessity, driven 
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into the background. In 1921, however, Brother Lewis 
L. Reford, Alpha Psi '00, brought the matter before the 
board of trustees and urged prompt action in order that 
Zeta Psi might continue to be the pioneer fraternity at 
any Canadian institution to which a charter should be 
granted. Under the active leadership of Brother Ballard 
a telegraphic vote of the various chapters was taken, 
authorization of this procedure having been made at the 
Sixty-seventh Grand Chapter meeting. A unanimous re
sponse from all the chapters resulted in the taking over 
of the Hexagon Club at the University of Manitoba as 
the twenty-seventh chapter of the Zeta Psi Fraternity. 
The name Pi Epsilon was given to the new chapter on 
May 13, 1921, when the impressive installation cere
monies took place. Four years later the second Greek 
letter fraternity followed Zeta Psi to Manitoba. 

The twenty-eighth chapter of the Fraternity is the 
Sigma Zeta, established at the southern branch of the 
University of California at Los Angeles. The growth 
of this institution had been so remarkable as to attract 
the attention of the many California Zetes resident in and 
near Los Angeles. These brothers, under the direction 
of B. J. Bradner, ΧΊ 'gS, and John T. Cooper, Mu '04, 
carried on a whirlwind campaign for recognition by the 
board of trustees and the Grand Chapter. Their appeal 
was finally set before the national board of trustees by 
Brother John W. Proctor, Iota 'g8, and Arthur H . Mot
ley, Alpha Beta '22, general secretary; and such was the 
force of their appeal that the trustees were won over 
and recommended to the Grand Chapter the establish
ment of the Sigma Zeta at the University of California, 
southern branch. The Chapter was installed on Septem-
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ber 5 and 6, 1924. Here, as at California and Stanford, 
Zeta Psi became the pioneer fraternity, and the group is 
already justifying its selection as the nucleus out of which 
Zeta Psi should grow in this most fertile field. 

The establishment of the Sigma Epsilon at the Univer
sity of Vancouver was an especially significant move, since 
for the fourth time in Canada it gave Zeta Psi the prestige 
of a pioneer, and since also the placing of this chapter on 
the Pacific Coast gave an uninterrupted line of Canadian 
chapters, all pioneers, from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
Ocean. It was the zeal of Brother Motley which carried 
the idea of a chapter at Vancouver through to successful 
completion. Motley's contagious enthusiasm carried away 
the Grand Chapter Convention of 1925, at which time it 
was unanimously voted to place the matter in the hands 
of the board of trustees with power to act. A petitioning 
group was gathered together at the University, and their 
petition was formally granted by the board of trustees 
on December 11, 1925. On January 9, 1926, under the 
leadership of the Phi Alpha, Brother John W. Procter, 
Iota 'g8, the charter was formally presented and the new 
chapter was installed as the Sigma Epsilon. The initiation 
was largely in the hands of the Phi Lambda Chapter, 
whose members went to Vancouver in a body. Their par
ticipation in the exercises lent great dignity to the instal
lation. Thus was the chapter started on its career with 
every promise of a bright future. 

No less significant was the founding of the thirtieth— 
and most recent—Chapter of Zeta Psi. The Canadian 
Brothers had been especially alert in watching the prog
ress of some of the newly founded universities in the 
provinces. This watchfulness had been responsible for 
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the recent establishment of the Pi Epsilon at Manitoba 
and the Sigma Epsilon at Vancouver. The University of 
Alberta next claimed their attention, and they foresaw 
that here again their Fraternity had virgin soil upon 
which it might blaze a trail. In spite of a ban on secret 
societies a group of students who were interested in 
fraternities banded together in 1927 under the name of 
the Athenian Club. Fortunately they were sponsored, 
almost from the outset, by a Zete—Brother Thomas L. 
Cross, Theta Xi '24, who had received much of his in
spiration from the late Brother Herbert Walker, Alpha 
Psi '12. This group had a two-fold aim: to have the 
ban on fraternities lifted, and to become a chapter of 
Zeta Psi. The first obstacle was removed with the resig
nation of the president of the university, Dr. Tory; his 
successor, Dr. Wallace, was friendly toward the frater
nity system, and in the spring of 1929 the ban was lifted. 
The Eighty-third Convention at Charlottesville, in 1930, 
unanimously approved the petition of the Athenian Club, 
and the Mu Theta was installed in October of the same 
year, in sufficient time to realize the dream of the Fra
ternity that it might once more—and for the fifth time 
—be the pioneer society on a Canadian campus. 

With the baptism and the christening of the infant 
chapter, Zeta Psi's immediate program of expansion came 
to an end. What the future will bring forth in the way of 
new chapters no one can forecast. It will not, however, 
be out of place at this point to take cognizance of the 
policy that has been characteristic of the Fraternity in the 
matter of expansion, and to note some of the things that 
are peculiar to Zeta Psi. In the first place, Zeta Psi has 
undoubtedly been the most expansive of the proverbially 
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conservative fraternities. Founded twenty-three years 
after the first of the American Greek letter fraternities, 
it was naturally not the first to extend its chapters into the 
South and into the Middle West; hut in two distinguished 
cases its claim of being a pioneer is indisputable. In these 
cases, moreover, it must be acknowledged that vision and 
courage were prerequisites, and that both these qualities 
were present with Zeta Psi to a marked degree. The ven
ture across the Rockies to the University of California 
in 1870, when the institution at Berkeley was only two 
years old, was a rare instance of foresight and of that 
absence of smug eastern conservatism which then charac
terized so many of the fraternities. It is our proud boast 
that in every institution on the coast in which we have a 
chapter we have been the pioneers, with the single excep
tion of the University of Washington. 

Even more venturesome, even more visionary, even 
more inspiring was the step which nine years after the 
establishment of the Iota led the footsteps of Zeta Psi 
across the Canadian border to the University of Toronto. 
In 1879 Zeta Psi was the first Greek letter fraternity to 
become international. She was twelve years ahead of her 
time, for it was that much later before a second American 
fraternity had either the courage or the vision required 
to plant a chapter over the border. A whole volume of 
romance could be written about "Pioneering in Canada," 
for all of the five Canadian chapters of Zeta Psi have 
been the first in their respective institutions. Both in the 
Middle West, in the far West, and in Canada, Zeta Psi 
has shown her wisdom in following the geographical dis
tribution of the great educational institutions. "West
ward the star of empire takes its course»" and westward 
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Zeta Psi has gone in the van of the Greek letter proces
sion. 

That this spirit of the pioneer was indigenous to Zeta 
Psi soil may be found by a search of the Grand Chapter 
minutes, which reveal effort after effort to make of Zeta 
Psi a truly international organization by the planting of 
chapters in remote continents. In the Grand Chapter 
Convention of 1865, Brother Albert H . Gallatin, then 
Phi Alpha, reported that he would soon go to Europe 
and desired "to be invested with authority to investigate 
the desirability of extending Zeta Psi to the Continent." 
Brother Jonathan L. Lambert, Xi '65, moved "that 
Brother Gallatin be constituted a missionary for that pur
pose," and the motion was carried. There is no record of 
why this missionary enterprise failed, but it is interesting 
as showing something of the spirit that has always been 
abroad in Zeta Psi. Later there was a very well defined 
movement to carry Zeta Psi to Australia; in 1884 the 
advisability of establishing chapters in Sweden and Eng
land was broached, and in 1888 the general policy of 
establishing foreign chapters was seriously discussed at 
considerable length. These points are of interest only 
as they indicate the leaven that was early at work. 

No other brother of our mystic circle ever so happily 
voiced the continent-wide status of Zeta Psi as did 
Brother Charles K. Field, who published in The Circle of 
December, 1923, an inimitable sketch entitled "Zeta Psi 
Extends Across," a phrase which has been appropriated 
as a suitable heading for this chapter. The chapter itself 
may well close with Brother Field's joyous lucubration. 

It was at a Zete banquet in San Francisco, in the old days 
when you could still hear the "wet" in "banquet." A long and 
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lanky youth—he is now a legal luminary in Chicago—was end
ing the peroration of one of those flaming fraternal addresses 
that used to make banquets worth while before prohibition and 
the movies destroyed the usefulness of oratory. As the speaker's 
fervor rose toward its climax he himself teetered ecstatically 
upon his heels. "From the sunset waters of the Pacific to the 
sunrise waters of the Atlantic," he shouted, with his arms flung 
wide, "Zeta Psi extended across!" And then, because he was up 
on his heels and the floor was waxed, his shape slid majes
tically under the table and emerged on the other side. 

The slogan of this dramatic incident was recalled to my mind 
during a recent trip from California to New York via the Panama 
Canal. For I came by tanker and I had a lot of baggage most 
inconvenient to handle at the places where tankers dock. At Los 
Angeles I found a willing brother in Zeta Psi, "Doug" McLach-
lan, who, I should say, is a piano-mover as well as a pianist, 
judging by the efficiency with which he helped me with my trunks. 
And when I reached Bayonne, New Jersey, another Zete gave me 
corresponding help, until I ejaculated, as though quoting Scrip
ture: "Verily, from the Pacific to the Atlantic, Zeta Psi extends 
across!" 

But before I ejaculated thus, much water had flowed over the 
deck, as the saying is on tankers. An anecdote of my trip is 
perhaps worth setting down, more especially as The Circle has 
asked me to do so. 

As the good tanker headed south, the steward came into my 
cabin. 

"Ve haf a pretty good lotta mess-men, this trip," he said, in 
his chatty way. "Deys college boys, yes, vorking dere vay home 
to New York. Dey don' know much and dey ain' very clean, 
but dere villing to vork." 

In the interest of intercollegiate amity I determined to inves
tigate, at least, these "college-boy mess-men." The next morn
ing I saw one of them standing by the ship's rail, gazing out 
upon the Pacific. It occurred to me, at the first glance, that the 
word "mess" was well chosen. He was dressed in ragged trousers 
and his gym shirt might have been clean when he was a fresh-
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man, assuming that he was now about to graduate. He had a 
husky body, but it had been tanned to the color of ancient Spanish 
leather. The face of the Object was turned away, and I could 
not tell whether it matched the general effect of the figure before 
me. Clinching my purpose of intercollegiate intercourse, I ad
dressed the Object. 

"1 understand you are a college man?" I said, striving to keep 
the note of incredulity out of my voice. 

He turned and looked at me with a wrinkled brow but without 
enthusiasm. 

its. 
I determined to persevere in my inquiry. It would be inter

esting to get some details of life at the obscure "cow college" 
from which this specimen must have come. 

"May I ask what college?" I ventured. 
"Yes" was the answer, still indifferent. "Columbia." 
This was something of a shock. Columbia had always seemed 

so "classy" to me and I had been proud of having an uncle sec
retary of the college for some years. "Oh," said I ; and then, 
with a sort of grim humor, I rallied and asked the rather absurd 
question: 

"Are you a fraternity man there?" 
"Yes" answered the Creature, with no show of interest. 
"Well," said I to myself, "here's where I finish this thing, no 

matter what happens," and then, aloud: 
"May I ask what fraternity?" 
"Why, sure," said the Object, and for the first time the light 

of intelligence seemed to break forth from the shadows of that 
countenance; "Zeta Psi." 

Had the cry sounded, "Man overboard!" at that moment, it 
would not have been strange. 

Thus it came about that after many a good talk of East and 
West, during the soft tropic evenings, my baggage was handled 
efficiently at the Atlantic edge of our country as it had been by 
the Pacific, and that I became keenly conscious that "Zeta Psi 
extends across!" 

On arrival at the Zeta Psi Club, I found that Brother Ralph 

168] 



Zeta Psi Extends Across 
Forsyth, Alpha '21j was considered a personage by many of the 
men I met. When I had told my story they said, "You should 
see him in football clothes. Some boy!" 

But my pleasure in this new-found friend was quickly over
shadowed by the emotions of a reunion, after twenty-six years, 
with another Zete. In 1897, at the Semi-Centennial Conven
tion, in New York, it was "Al" Barrell, then a senior at Williams, 
who held out the right hand of Zeta Psi fellowship to a young 
and somewhat awed delegate from the Mu, then the baby chapter 
of the Fraternity, and made him feel happily at home in metro
politan Zeta Psi. Never again, in twenty-six years, had we seen 
each other, but never one of those years went by without at least 
one exchange of letters. And now, in all the glory of our rich 
autumnal maturity, we came together again in New York, and 
great was the joy thereof. 

As I stood balancing on a chair at the club smoker the other 
night, I looked down into the faces of Henry T . Thomas, and 
Albert Buchman, and "Al" Barrell, relics of the Semi-Centen
nial; of Julius Gregory and "Fritz" Nymeyer and "Cal" Lydecker 
and "Wib" Wilding, whom I had known later in California, 
and of many other friends, newly made in our precious associa
tion ; and I did not need the telegram in my hand, evidence of the 
span of wire between Stanford University and the Zeta Psi Club, 
to make me echo from the bottom of my heart the deep significance 
of that long-ago banquet utterance: 

"From the sunset waters of the Pacific to the sunrise waters 
of the Atlantic, Zeta Psi extends across!" 
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CHAPTER VIII 

Expansion and Centralization 

ΖETA PSI has grown from the little band ot 
founders to its present magnitude. The three ha\'e 

become nearly twelve thousand. The parent chapter at 
New York University has now associated with herself in 
filial and, at the same time, fraternal fellowship, like 
chapters from Maine and Quebec to California and Van
couver, and from the Canadas to the Carolinas. The his
tory of the growth of the Order shows that certain 
periods have been productive of greater external devel
opment than others, and that dominating personalities 
have appeared from time to time to guide the progress 
and control the interests of the Fraternity. The first 
period may be said to extend from 1847 to 1852, a period 
during which the founders themselves retained an active 
interest in the affairs of the Fraternity. At the close of 
its first five years of life Zeta Psi had nine chapters in the 
older eastern colleges. The surviving founder, Brother 
Sommers, was ably supported by George S. Woodhull, 
Phi '48, whose character, ability and zeal did much to 
make secure the foundation already laid. But it is Peter 
W. Rousse, Delta '50, to whom, after the founders them
selves, the chief credit is due for the rapid extension of 
the Fraternity during this first period. 

The next period of marked growth was from 1855 to 
1858, when six new chapters were founded. The admis
sion of chapters in the West and South in 1858 made the 
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Fraternity a national and no longer a purely eastern 
organization. During this period G. L. Bennett, Rho '54, 
was the most energetic leader in Zeta Psi activities, and 
the Fraternity owes much to the painstaking and labori
ous manner in which he devoted himself to its interests. 

The period of the Civil War was of necessity one dur
ing which little progress was made. The nation demanded 
its young manhood, and Zeta Psi, composed of the 
flower of the youth of the country, gave and gave most 
liberally of its best for the defense of the Union. The 
loss of so many active members was a serious blow to the 
Fraternity, from which, however, it recovered with sur
prising ease, the later years of the war being a time of 
very considerable prosperity and activity. 

The majority of the members of the Fraternity were 
Unionists, yet the southern members, although shut off by 
the exigencies of war from all communication with their 
northern brethren, were still regarded as members; and 
it is a remarkable tribute to the strength of the bond 
which unites us, that in July, 1862, when war passions 
were at fever heat, when ecclesiastical and social organ
izations had divided North and South, the Grand Chap
ter of Zeta Psi, in convention assembled, could have 
passed and did pass the following resolution presented by 
W. H . Cooke, Phi ' $8. The first two resolutions evinced 
the loyalty of the Fraternity to the cause of the Republic 
but the last resolution refers particularly to the southern 
members, and shows the enduring nature of Zeta Psi's 
fellowship: 

Resolved, That we, the brethren of the Zeta Psi Fraternity, 
although recognizing only the bond of our motto, Τ Κ Φ, yet 
viewing the terrible calamity in which our country is involved, 
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hail with pride that true patriotic spirit which has actuated our 
brethren in so nobly responding to the call of our common Re
public. God speed our noble brethren in their offering; brethren 
by the ties of country, brethren still more by the closer ties of 
our loved Fraternity. We honor them, but still more do they 
honor us. 

Resolved, That, while we rejoice over our living heroes, we 
can but mourn the loss of those who, falling in defense of estab
lished principles, have enrolled their names among the sainted 
heroes of the past. Gone, but not lost; silent, yet speaking con
tinually to our hearts; dead, yet immortal. 

Resoh'ed, That while we may differ in political sentiment with 
those of our brethren who are courageously battling for principles 
which they deem right, no disaster shall separate them from the 
communion of Tau Kappa Phi. 

The Upsilon Chapter, at the University of North Car
olina, was represented at the first convention held after 
the close of the war in December, 1865, an& *ts delegate 
was welcomed by the Grand Chapter with enthusiastic 
applause. 

The Fraternity shared with the country the prosperity 
which followed the end of the great civil strife.' Conven
tions were well attended, chapters were active and chap
ter rolls were well filled, a number of new chapters were 
instituted, and the faithful labors in the Grand Chapter 
of devoted Brothers were fruitful of good results. The 
following Brothers, among others, contributed materially 
to the success of Zeta Psi during this period: Brothers 
A. H. Gallatin, Phi 'SQ; Samuel Marsh, Phi and The'ta 
'67; A. B. Carlton, Phi '/_',· W. H. Moore, Ep'siUn '67, 
and L. S. Pilcher, Xi '62. From 1869 to 1878, inclusive, 
only two chapters were added to the Fraternity, one at 
California in 1871, and one at Syracuse in 1-875,' n t > t 
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including an attempt to establish, a chapter at Annapolis, 
in 1874, which was almost immediately given up owing 
to the hostility of the authorities. 

Again the Fraternity shared with the country the re
action succeeding post-bellum prosperity. Attendance at 
the Grand Chapter conventions fell off, and the growth 
of the Fraternity was checked for a few years. In the last 
half of the decade (1870-1880), Zeta Psi recovered from 
this temporary depression much more rapidly than did the 
country at large. Attendance at conventions greatly in
creased, and much valuable work in perfecting the central 
organization of the Fraternity was accomplished. 

During the first part of the eighth decade of the cen
tury there was no dominating personality in the councils 
of the Fraternity, but from 1873, when as an under
graduate he attended a convention for the first time, to 
his lamented death in 1881, Brother William L. Otis, 
Pi and Xi >fJ4, was unceasing in his labors for Zeta Psi. 
During those years the history of the Grand Chapter is 
largely a history of Brother Otis' work for the Fra
ternity. He gave himself to the task of strengthening the 
Fraternity and of advancing its interests with a zeal, an 
ability, and a devotion of time that entitle him to a great 
debt of gratitude and place him in the very front rank 
of the benefactors of Zeta Psi. His untimely death was 
an irreparable loss to the Fraternity, whose service was 
his greatest pleasure. 

The extension of Zeta Psi to Canada in 1879, for the 
first time admitting chapters outside the limits of the 
United States, was a most important step in the growth 
of the Fraternity, followed, as it was, by the installation 
of a chapter at McGill University. It made the Fra-
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ternity, in reality, the Zeta Psi Fraternity of North Amer
ica. During the ninth decade of this century, Charles 
B. Everson, Psi 'γ8, was one of the most active and effi
cient workers in the Fraternity, His valuable and long-
continued labors for the upbuilding of Zeta Psi place 
him among the foremost of its supporters. 

After 1883, conservatism was for thirty years the rule 
governing the granting of charters to new chapters. Only 
four, not including reestablishments, were issued in sev
enteen years—at Case School in 1884; Yale in 1889; 
Stanford in 1892, and Minnesota in 1899. Far from 
being a period of stagnation, however, the last seventeen 
years of the nineteenth century were years of remarkable 
prosperity. The Fraternity was able as never before to 
command the services of a large number of prominent 
alumni in the task of administering the affairs of Zeta 
Psi. An improved central organization was perfected in 
the "Standing Committee of Patriarchs," which was au
thorized at the Philadelphia Convention, held in January, 
1892. Probably no single action from the founding of 
the Fraternity until 1909 was fraught with so much of 
benefit to Zeta Psi as the organization of this committee. 
The remarkable prosperity of the Fraternity from 1892 
to 1910 was very largely due to the wise, consistent policy 
of its members and to the devoted sacrifice of the man 
who was its chairman—Brother I. C. Pierson, Phi '6$. 
Brother Pierson gave his time, his energy and his love in 
a remarkable degree to Zeta Psi, and it is probably safe 
to say that few members of the Fraternity since its foun
dation have bestowed upon it so much successful labor. 
The Fraternity also owes no less a debt of gratitude to 
Albert Buchman, Pit 'jg, who for ten years ably man· 
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aged its financial interests, and who, up to this day, is 
showing his love for Zeta Psi in devoted service. 

The Fraternity's history during the twentieth century 
naturally divides itself into two periods. The first is that 
period of conservative development during which the 
Fraternity was still under the rule of a Committee of 
Patriarchs. During this period there was the installation 
of but one new chapter, the Alpha Epsilon in 1909. Dur
ing this period Brother Israel C. Pierson was still the 
dominating figure in fraternity councils. 

The death of Brother Pierson in 1908 and the election 
of Brother Comstock as Phi Alpha in that same year 
began the second period of the twentieth century, one of 
both centralization and expansion. This entire period is 
treated at length in subsequent chapters of this volume 
and need only be mentioned here. 

With the establishment of the Central Office there came 
a new cohesion into the entire life of the Fraternity. 
After the establishment of the Lambda Psi in 1910, this 
naturally expressed itself in internal development rather 
than in external expansion. The first part of this general 
period, therefore, is the part when the Central Office was 
finding itself and making itself manifest in the life of the 
general fraternity. The latter part of the period found 
expression in that vigorous expansion which gave us, with
in a period of six years, the Phi Lambda, the Pi Epsi
lon, the Sigma Zeta, and the Sigma Epsilon. The birth 
of a new international consciousness during this century 
naturally brought into the councils of the Fraternity an 
increasing number of devoted men who have given 
unsparingly of their time and their money to support the 
interests of Zeta Psi. One of the marvels brought home 
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to those who attend the quarterly meetings of the board 
of trustees, is the number of busy men who come long 
distances to attend these meetings and who bring to the 
service of Zeta Psi the very best they have of professional 
skill and business intelligence. In the early part of this 
period, Brother Thomas I. Chatfield, Eta '93, was an out
standing figure. His death in 1922 was a great loss to the 
Fraternity. The other outstanding figure was Henry T. 
Thomas, Omega '64, who shares with Israel C. Pierson 
the honor of being the greatest figure that Zeta Psi has 
ever known. For sixty-six years he devoted his time, his 
energy, his pocketbook, and, above all, his unfailing en
thusiasm, to the welfare of the Fraternity. No other 
Zete attended more conventions, was responsible for 
such significant movements, or contributed more to the 
spiritual life of Zeta Psi. A list of his services to the 
Fraternity would outrun the space here allotted, but these 
few we may remember: He was a charter member of 
the old Omega chapter at Chicago, established in 1864; 
in 1919 he was one of the prime movers and workers 
toward the founding of the Zeta Psi Club in New York; 
he was the father of the Alpha Epsilon Chapter in his 
native state of Illinois, where he had dreamed of a chap
ter to take the place of his own, which had finally gone 
out of existence in 1887; he was also the founder of the 
idea of patron saints for the individual chapters, and 
initiated this custom by presenting to the Alpha Epsilon, 
on the occasion of its installation, a life mask of Lincoln, 
made and signed by Leonard Volk in i860; and in 1920-
1921, together with Brothers Waldron and Lydecker, he 
went exhaustively into the subject of the constitutional 
amendments and by-laws of the Fraternity, reorganizing 
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them in such a way that both the temporal and spiritual 
life of Zeta Psi were quickened and revitalized. 

But a list of Brother Thomas' tangible services must 
pale beside the figure of the man himself. H e has been 
thus described: 

To have seen "Uncle Henry at a convention is to have beheld 
a mighty figure; but to have seen him at a Grand Chapter ban
quet is to have beheld the archangel with his trumpet. "Then 
was his forte] his glorified hour." Genial wit, kindly humor, dila
tion into secret history, poetry and prose, anecdote and incident, 
rich outcroppings of venerable ore, bright and sparkling—here 
it is that one found Henry Theodore Thomas at his best. 

He died on the twenty-ninth of September, 1929, in 
his eighty-sixth year. The flags which he gave to the Zeta 
Psi Club of New York stood at half-mast for thirty days. 
But the only real monument which the Fraternity can 
erect to him—and the only one for which Henry Thomas 
would have cared—will not be carved of stone or cast 
in bronze. 

The affairs of the Fraternity at large for the first two 
years of its existence were controlled by the three chap
ters through correspondence. This method, however, 
proved inefficient and unsatisfactory. The Alpha of New 
York (Phi) at a meeting held June 16, 1849, passed the 
following minute: "The Chapter then adopted the call 
of the Alpha of Massachusetts for a convention of the 
Fraternity, to be held at Williamstown, on the 14th of 
August next." Brother J. Β. Υ. Sommers forwarded the 
action of the Chapter on the next day to the Alpha of 
New Jersey (Delta) in a letter, in which he stated: 
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You arc doubtless aware that the subject of a Convention has 

been agitated for some time among the chapters, the necessity 
for which is obvious. We have just received communications 
from the Alpha of Massachusetts requesting that a Convention 
be held at Williamstown on the 14th of August next, for the 
purpose of revising Constitution, By-Laws, and Ceremonies-

Pursuant to this call, the first Grand Chapter Conven
tion of the Zeta Psi Fraternity was held at Williamstown, 
Mass., on August 14 and 15, 1849. Delegates were pres
ent from each of the three chapters. Brother Woodhull, 
of the Alpha of New York, was elected president; 
Brother Stowell, of the Alpha of Massachusetts, vice-
president, and Brother Sommers, of the Alpha of New 
York, secretary. It may be inferred from the absence of 
a treasurer from this list of officers that money had not 
as yet become an asset of the infant order. Three com
mittees were appointed—on constitution and by-laws, on 
initiation, and on signs, symbols and ceremonies. 

The second convention was held at Newburgh, Ν . Υ., 
August 22, 1850. Delegates were present from New 
York University, Williams, and Rutgers. A charter was 
granted to the Alpha of Pennsylvania at the University 
of Pennsylvania and delegates in waiting were imme
diately admitted from that chapter. The most important 
work of this convention was the adoption of a new con
stitution of the Fraternity, which was presented as a 
report by the Committee on Constitution and By-Laws 
appointed at the first convention, consisting of Brothers 
Rousse and Hess, of the Alpha of New Jersey, and 
Skillman, of the Alpha of New York. 

The third convention was held at New Brunswick, N. 
JM with the Rutgers Chapter, August 6, 1851, after 
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which, for four successive years, conventions were held 
respectively at Poughkeepsie, Ν. Υ.; Brooklyn, Ν . Υ.; 
Springfield, Mass., and Hartford, Conn. Of the first 
seven conventions, two only were held in university towns 
but, beginning with the session of 1856, the policy of the 
Grand Chapter has been to meet in university towns as 
the guest of the local chapter or chapters. The only early 
exceptions to this rule have been the conventions in Cleve
land in 1877, held, however, under the auspices of the 
Xi Chapter of the University of Michigan in conjunction 
with the Cleveland Alumni; in Chicago, in 1889, with the 
Northwestern Metropolitan Chapter; in Boston, in De
cember, 1892, as the guests of the New England Asso
ciation. Of late years the custom has been increasingly 
to hold the Convention in June and to meet at some 
advantageously located seaside or mountain resort; as the 
conventions at Swampscott, Mass., in 1922; at Coopers-
town, Ν . Υ., in 1924; at Grand Beach, Michigan, in 
1925; at Spring Lake, N. J., in 1926; at Rockland, 
Maine, in 1929; at Charlottesville, Virginia, in 1930; 
and at Watch Hill, Rhode Island, in 1931. 

The minutes of the Grand Chapter conventions from 
1855 to the period of the semicentennial in 1897 present 
interesting reading and the pity is that there is not space 
in this volume for liberal quotations from them. I t would 
be a good thing for the Fraternity if a single volume 
could be made of the Grand Chapter minutes and if each 
young neophyte could be made to study the volume as a 
prerequisite to initiation. He would the better under
stand the simple beginnings of his fraternity, the pathetic 
handicaps which the early chapters had to overcome, and 
would be moved by the naive character of some of the 
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entries. Listen to the following entry under the first 

day's session of the Grand Chapter meeting of May, 

1856, held at the Astor House in the city of New York: 

It was then moved, seconded, and carried that the sum neces
sary to bear the expense of engaging a room in which to hold 
the session be assessed upon the delegates present. Mr. Stout of 
the Delta Chapter was appointed to procure a suitable room. On 
having failed to find one it was moved and carried that the 
Chair appoint a committee of three to procure a room and report 
at 6 p. m. Committee, E. F. Leonard, R. T . Simpson and A. T. 
Goodwin. 

The assumption is that the committee found a room, 

for an evening session was held; but no other mention of 

the matter is made in the minutes. 

The looseness of the fraternity organization and the 

imperfect recognition accorded the authority of the Fra

ternity as a whole may be noted by the following, which 

is taken as somewhat typical of many entries to be found 

in minutes covering a period of more than ten years. 

The Alpha Alpha then in reply to several questions put him 
here made a verbal statement of the condition of. the finances of 
the Society. He showed that for some years past the most culpable 
neglect had characterized nearly all the chapters. The majority 
of the chapters had not paid their yearly tax for several years 
past, thus throwing the burden of supporting all the expenses of 
the Fraternity upon one or two chapters who had done their duty. 
That though repeatedly and continually importuned for years 
back, the chapters, with the exceptions mentioned, had constantly 
refused to pay a cent. That they had not the courtesy to answer 
his letters. One chapter had even gone so far as to'repudiate 
by vote its past debts; viz: The Rho Chapter. In reply to asser
tions of a delegate of the Delta Chapter that the Alpha Alphas 
of this and former years kept back their reports, that the halls 
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of the convention had not been paid for by the treasury of the 
Grand Chapter, the Alpha Alpha stated these assertions were 
entirely without foundation. That not a year had passed but 
that the Alpha Alpha had made his report. Last year the Alpha 
Alpha drew up his report and was on his way to the convention, 
but was misinformed as to the time and consequently could not 
present his accounts. This year the time for making a report had 
not yet arrived; when it did the Alpha Alpha understood and 
would discharge his duty. As to the payment for halls, with a 
single exception, the Alpha Alpha had paid for them yearly since 
1852. Before that he did not know how the Society was man
aged. As to the inquiry of the delegate from the Delta Chapter 
what had become of the funds of the Society, the Alpha Alpha 
said it would be a proper question to ask when there were any 
funds to account for. When delinquent chapters paid their debts 
it would be time enough to ask what had become of the money. 
Some chapters had not paid an assessment since' they were organ
ized. The Alpha Alpha further stated that during the past year 
he had collected the assessments of four chapters, a degree of 
success unparalleled in the history of the Fraternity, and that 
drafts nearly to the amount received had already been made upon 
the treasury. The Alpha Alpha remarked that the reflections 
that certain members cast upon him and former incumbents of 
his office were unjust and uncalled for. That it was not creditable 
to members of chapters which never pay their dues, to find fault 
in a censorious manner with the Alpha Alpha and to make charges 
to support which they adduced no proofs. 

The following resolutions were then passed: 
Resolved, That the several chapters be and hereby are directed 

to furnish a detailed statement of their accounts with the Grand 
Chapter and to pay to the Alpha Alpha what remains due from 
each, at the convention in July next. 

Here is an excerpt from the minutes of the Grand 
Chapter meeting held at Providence in September, 1859: 

The first business that came before the convention was in rela
tion to the annual oration and poem; after some discussion the 
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following motion was made, moved and seconded: that the oration 
and poem be held in this (Odd Fellows) Hall, this Thursday 
evening, at 8 o'clock, and that the exercises be strictly private— 
carried. Brother Honorable Asa Arnold, Epsilon Alpha, then 
favored the convention with an opening address. . . . 

The Epsilon Alpha then notified the brothers and delegates to 
assemble in front of the college chapel at half past seven, promptly 
this evening, to meet a band of music, and march in procession 
to the Odd Fellows Hall, to hear the annual oration and poem. 

Then follows discussion about a new catalogue, the 
payment of unpaid bills, and the disciplining of recalci
trant chapters. 

Moved and seconded that the A. A. be ordered to pay bill 
of C. N, Miller, G. A. pro tern of last year for $12.00 for 
printing. Carried. 

This is a typical entry. 
Beginning with the year 1859 the minutes were regu

larly printed instead of being typewritten. It is interest
ing to note how the slender little pamphlets of 1859-62 
began to grow into the more impressive bulletins of 1870 
on, until at present the reports of Grand Chapter meet
ings comprise a small magazine of from fifty to sixty 
pages. One cannot help the reflection that in those early 
days a group of boys were playing at business and doing 
it very seriously. That they did it seriously is to their 
credit and to our everlasting advantage. For a long time, 
however, the oration and the poem were the high spots 
of the Grand Chapter meetings. 

In early days the officers of the Fraternity carried the 
titles respectively of Epsilon Alpha, Mu Epsilon, Alpha 
Gamma, Alpha Alpha, Alpha Gamma, Phi Alpha and 
Pi Alpha. It was just before the session of 1863 that the 
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present designation of the officers of the Fraternity was 
agreed upon. 

These brothers of Zeta Psi who had evidently some 
knowledge of or affiliation with the Masonic order began 
as early as 1866 a movement to establish graduations in 
the various initiation ceremonies of Zeta Psi. In 1866 
at the Chicago Convention, Brother B. A. Hathaway, 
Kappa '58, introduced a resolution providing for the crea
tion of a higher order of Zeta Psi, stating that the same 
was commendable and should be encouraged by the Grand 
Chapter and all the brothers. No further action was 
taken in the matter at that time, but in 1869 the question 
was again brought to tjhe fore and again no action was 
taken. 

At the Grand Chapter Convention of 1874 a motion 
was seriously brought forward that a clause be inserted in 
the constitution permitting the admission of women. By 
standing vote the motion was lost, twenty-nine voting 
nay and only thirteen voting aye, the minutes reading, 

It was considered beneath the dignity of our brothers to have 
such an amendment written upon the pages of its constitution. 

Again in 1874 the question of various orders within the 
Fraternity of Zeta Psi was brought to the fore, and a 
committee was actually appointed to draft a form "for a 
second undergraduates' degree looking towards a refor
mation of the initiation service." This motion came up 
again the next year, but was never pressed to a successful 
conclusion. Again in 1885 the question of a "double 
membership" was brought up. 

In 1882 there had already crept into the Fraternity 
a definite feeling that the national organization was alto-
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gether too loose and that some kind of incorporation 
ought naturally to result. On page 16 of the minutes 
of 1882 the promotion of a stock company is set for
ward, and thereafter at intervals the question was again 
agitated. In 1888 a motion to incorporate was lost. In 
1892 a closer organization was effected by the establish
ment of a Committee of Patriarchs, a body with large 
powers. To this committee was again referred the ques
tion of incorporation. Thus in 1900, 1901, and 1902 
this question was again discussed; but it was not until the 
hand of W. A. Comstock was felt in fraternity affairs 
that the problem was actually met and adequately solved. 

The semicentennial session of the Grand Chapter of 
the Zeta Psi Fraternity, held in New York City, April 23 
and 24, 1897, will long be remembered as the most no
table function ever held under the auspices of Zeta Psi, 
The Committee of Patriarchs, assisted by a semicenten
nial committee of prominent Elders from each chapter, 
carefully planned and carried out, with conspicuous suc
cess, the elaborate arrangements which made the conven
tion a worthy celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of 
the Fraternity. Representatives from twenty-four chap
ters signed the convention register, and over three hun
dred members were in attendance. Brother William H. 
Carter, Phi'50, at that time the oldest living Zete, was in 
attendance constantly throughout the session. As the 
only living member who had for the space of half a cen
tury worn the badge of Zeta Psi, and as the friend and 
associate of the founders, he brought home to the 
brothers present a realization of. the venerable age, the 
dignity, and the worth of the Fraternity. Brother George 
S. Woodhull, Phi '48, the first member of Zeta Psi to 
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be graduated from college; Brother George S. Mott, Phi 
'So; Brother Judson H . Hopkins, Delta '50; Brother 
John Hess, Delta '50; Brother Ezra J. Peck,, Zeta '51, 
and many other Elders of the pioneer days were present 
to see the fruits of their labors of fifty years before and 
to realize that they had builded better than they knew. 

An informal complimentary dinner was given at the 
Hotel St. Denis, on the evening of the 23d, at which 
Brother Francis Lawton, Epsilon '6g, presided. Nearly 
three hundred were present and participated in one of the 
most enjoyable gatherings ever given by our honored 
fraternity. The formal banquet was held at Delmonico's 
the following evening, with Brother F. LeRoy Satterlee, 
Phi '66, Phi Alpha of the Fraternity, as the presiding 
officer, and Brother William H . McElroy, Theta '60, as 
toastmaster. Again nearly three hundred men testified by 
their presence to the loyalty which animates brothers in 
Tau Kappa Phi. Brother Nelson Dingley, Jr., Chi ' SS, 
the illustrious statesman, sat at the right of the president, 
and delivered one of the chief addresses of the evening. 
Brother Charles H. Eaton, Kappa '74, formerly one of 
New York's most gifted and eloquent divines, delivered 
the oration and well sustained his reputation as a brilliant 
orator; while Brother William H. McElroy, Theta '60, 
author and journalist, was the poet of the occasion and 
read his now famous "When this Old Pin was New," 
which was considered by those present to be the best oc
casional poem they had ever heard. Brothers Carter, 
Phi 'so; Walker, Rho 'sS; J· W. Bennett, Phi 'S3, and 
other prominent Elders also responded to toasts, and 
Brother M. S. Brown, Epsilon '02, read an historical 
sketch of the founding of the Fraternity. The unqualified 
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success of the convention was but a reflection of the 
remarkable and, up to that time, unequaled prosperity 
of the Fraternity, and was also a convincing proof of 
Zeta Psi's position as one of the leaders in the American 
fraternity world. 

Twice only in the eighty years of its history has the 
Grand Chapter failed to meet tn a general convention. 
The failure of the responsible officers to send out the 
proper notices for the convention summoned to meet at 
Philadelphia, July 22, 1857, resulted in the failure of 
a sufficient number of delegates to attend in order to con
stitute a quorum, and a special session of Grand Officers 
was held in New York City, a month later, to transact 
the necessary business. The second failure was due to the 
Civil War. The Grand Chapter was to have convened in 
the summer of 1861, for the first time south of the Mason 
and Dixon line, with the Upsilon Chapter at the Uni
versity of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, North Carolina. 
The war so absorbed the attention and energies of all that 
no attempt was made to find another host for the con
vention. 

Of late years the conventions of the Fraternity have 
been impressive gatherings of loyal Elders, men promi
nent in their respective fields, and of enthusiastic under
graduates, who have brought with them from their 
chapters not only the contagion of youth but also will
ingness to sit at the feet of their Elders and learn the 
impressive story of Zeta Psi. What has taken place dur
ing the later Grand Chapter meetings is, however, suffi
ciently set forth in subsequent chapters of this volume. 
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CHAPTER IX 

The Vision of Bill Comstock 

TH E Fifty-fourth Grand Chapter Convention met 
in Detroit, January 4, 1908, as the guest of the Xi 

Chapter. The sessions were presided over by the Phi 
Alpha, Thomas A. H. Hay, Tau '76. The business was 
largely of routine order, and there was little to indicate 
that this convention would prove to be more important 
in the history of the Fraternity than the many that went 
before and the untold numbers that should follow. 
Special efforts had been made by the Xi Chapter to pro
vide a maximum of entertainment, and most of the dele
gates left Detroit with the thought of the good time 
uppermost in their minds and with comparatively slight 
attention given to the fact that they had elected as the 
new Phi Alpha, William Alfred Comstock, Xi 'ggs a 
young man not ten years out of college. He had been 
elected because he was put forth as the candidate of his 
own chapter. The custom then, and for many years there
after, was to elect the Phi Alpha from the membership of 
the chapter which had played the host at the convention, 
and Billy Comstock had served the Xi ably and faithfully. 
He had helped to make possible the new house; he had 
donated generously of his fortune to the furnishing of 
the house, and had shown himself most interested in the 
welfare of the Chapter. He was the type of young grad
uate who did not intend to let his college days fade too 
swiftly into the limbo of forgotten things. 
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It was a lucky thing for Zeta Psi, on that January 

day, that the Grand Chapter should have elected to the 
highest office in the gift of the Fraternity a young, com
paratively unknown, and comparatively untried brother. 
You may call it luck or you may call it Providence; you 
may believe in chance or you may believe in predestina
tion; but the fact remains that the Fifty-fourth Grand 
Chapter Convention builded better than it knew when it 
elected William A. Comstock, Alpena, Michigan, as Phi 
Alpha. 

If the Fraternity owes so much to a chance election 
by the Fifty-fourth Convention, what does it owe to the 
man who made possible the initiation of William A. 
Comstock into the Fraternity? The present writer is that 
modest man. He made a brief reference to the occur
rence in "Old Man Dare's Talks to College λίβη," refer
ring to Bill Comstock as Frank Farquhar. The passage 
reads: 

"I remember another freshman who came into the 
chapter during my senior year. He wasn't much to look 
at, wore his clothes badly, and possessed few of the 
amenities of polite society. How he got in, I don't know. 
I think he must have slipped in when no one was looking; 
or perhaps some of the brothers were color-blind on the 
night of election and couldn't tell a black ball.from a 
white one. But behind a rugged exterior Frank Farquhar 
concealed a heart of gold and a character of rock. The 
friends he picked out, the upperclassmen he most emu
lated, were those who set him right, and guided towar.d 
the light his first faltering steps in academic life. I never 
saw a boy grow as he did. He took polish like a block 
of Carrara marble. There never had to be an apology 

[88] 



The Vision of Bill Comstock 
for his appearance after the first semester; and as for the 
'social amenities!—he fairly ate 'em up. By sophomore 
year (so I was told—I was then in the law school, and 
couldn't do much first-hand observing), he was an in
cipient Chesterfield; and at graduation he wore dress-
clothes with the ease of a Ward McAlister leading a 
cotillion. He was, however, no mere fashion-plate. His 
heart of gold had not rusted, and the rock of his char
acter had not crumbled. He imparted of gold and rock 
alike to the upbuilding of the chapter and the whole fra
ternity; and gave of both in equal measure later in the 
service of the university. The fraternity in his case was 
not a millstone to drag him down; it was rather a mile
stone to mark his steady, onward progress. The frater
nity made him outwardly what he already was inwardly 
—a gentleman; and from her he drew fast friendships, 
and,of her he carried away warm and tender memories." 

I t was a Sunday afternoon in the dilapidated old house 
of the Xi Chapter. Bill Comstock and Bill Gilchrist, who 
had come down together from Alpena to go to college, 
were being looked over by a critical chapter. The well 
dressed, facetious wits of the group had playfully re
ferred to the two Bills, as "the Alpena blacksmiths." 
Brawn they certainly had, but just what else only a few 
of .us could determine; An informal discussion had re
vealed little chance of their election. On the Sunday 
afternpon in question, the boys were for a third time 
guests at the house. We had had a good dinner and 
everybody was in a mellow mood. He who writes these 
lines thought he could, by a bit of clever diplomacy, effect 
his wishes. Between two and three o'clock he talked to 
every member of the Chapter arid secured a personal 
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pledge from each to vote for Cornstock and Gilchrist. 
A little before three a hurried meeting was called and 
the vote was promptly taken. The two "Alpena black
smiths" were elected and were pledged within twenty 
minutes. That was the best day's job the writer of these 
lines has ever done, certainly with respect to any service 
ever rendered to the Fraternity; and this is the first time 
the story has ever been told. 

When William A. Cornstock became Phi Alpha of the 
Zeta Psi Fraternity of North America he had already 
made himself felt as a young business man; and the first 
tenet of his business faith was "Never undertake to do a 
thing without knowing all there is to know about It." He 
was, therefore, only following the law of his nature 
when, upon his election as Phi Alpha, he proceeded to 
discover all he could with respect to the opportunity that 
lay with such invitation and such challenge ahead of him. 
This is what he discovered: a more or less inchoate 
organization, binding together with ties mystic and 
ephemeral but not very tangible, the twenty-three chap
ters of the Zeta Psi Fraternity of North America. He 
found that when a young neophyte joined the Fraternity, 
he joined his own chapter and took only a secondary 
pride in the general organization. Indeed, of general 
organization there was little. Such as there was, was 
controlled almost wholly through correspondence. Per
sonal contact between chapters was extremely casual; of 
official visits by officially designated officers there were 
almost none; such semi-official visits as were paid grew 
out of personal interest on the part of devoted officers, 
who went to see adjacent chapters because they were 
personally moved to do so, not because it was a part of 
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The Vision of Bill Comstock 
their business to do so. Brother Comstock found ready 
to his hand a "Standing Committee of Patriarchs," which 
had been authorized sixteen years before at the Phila
delphia Convention. As a matter of fact, the Committee 
of Patriarchs, despite the loyalty and devotion of many 
of its members, was little more than the personal and 
sacrificial devotion of Brothers I. C. Pierson, Phi '6$, 
chairman, and Albert Buchman, Psi 'jg, treasurer. It 
might almost be said that during the period indicated, 
these two men were the central organization of the Zeta 
Psi Fraternity of North America—a central organiza
tion with extremely loose and limited powers made effi
cient only by personal zeal and devoted loyalty. 

Soon after Comstock's election at Detroit, he received 
a letter from the Delta Alpha, Brother Israel C. Pierson, 
requesting a statement to be published in the Zeta Psi 
Bulletin, a modest two-page broadside issued annually by 
the Committee of Patriarchs and the Grand Officers of 
the Fraternity. A statement in which some constructive 
ideas were advanced was prepared and sent to Brother 
Pierson. Apparently the ideas were not in accordance 
with the views of those in authority because the Bulletin 
was issued without the letter. This slight, whatever the 
cause for it, set the young Phi Alpha to thinking. 

During the course of that spring Brother Comstock 
happened to meet Brothers Drake and Hay, both mem
bers of the Committee of Patriarchs and both former 
Grand Officers; and through them he became acquainted 
with the way in which the national organization was ad
ministered. Brother Comstock has often said that had it 
not been for the non-publication of his statement and the 
meeting with Drake and Hay he should probably never 
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have taken the time to go visiting the chapters. He was 

determined, however, to look the ground over; so during 

that year he visited practically all the chapters of the 

Ffaternity. 

The result of that round of visits was expressed to the 

general fraternity at the Toronto Convention in 1909 

when Brother Comstock surrendered the office of Phi 

Alpha to Brother Charles A. Moss, Theta Xi 'Q4, of 

revered memory. This Phi Alpha's report of 1909 is an 

important document in fraternity history, and a portion 

of it at least must be quoted. After reciting the fact that 

he had personally visited during the preceding year nine

teen of the twenty-three chapters of the Fraternity, and 

after a brief statement of his impressions of these visits, 

Brother Comstock said: 

The reorganization of the Zeta Psi alumni of Chicago and 
vicinity under the title of the Central Association of the Zeta 
Psi Fraternity is a significant step in the right direction. I 
strongly urge the organization of these alumni associations at all 
centers of population. Their object should be not merely social. 
They should be treated as graduate chapters of the Fraternity. 
Special business of the national organization in their vicinity 
should be referred to them for their report. AH business of 
general interest should be communicated to them the same as to 
the chapters. They should be allowed representation at the Grand 
Chapter conventions. . . . 

The recent death of Brother Israel C. Pierson, whose life
long devotion, loyalty, and work in the interest of Zeta Psi are 
well known to you all, brings to this convention a serious prob
lem in the selection of his successor. Due to his peculiar fitness 
and willingness to assume the executive details of the national 
organization, that organization can almost be said to have been 
Brother Pierson for some years back. We cannot expect so much 
from future Delta Alphas, nor can we expect that any other 
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of the Grand Officers will willingly assume the detail duties 
carried out by Brother Pierson. But by a simple expedient we 
not only can relieve all the Grand Officers of the Fraternity 
of details, but also can greatly enlarge the score of the activities 
of the national organization. This expedient is the establishment 
of a headquarters in New York City, and the retention of a sal
aried secretary from among our members. I am satisfied that 
this plan would result in increased strength, not only to the 
Grand Chapter, but to each individual chapter. And I must 
say in passing that the national reputation for stability enjoyed 
by the Fraternity is not due at all to the influence of the Grand 
Chapter, but to the strength of the individual chapters. To defray 
the expenses of this headquarters each member of the Fraternity 
should be asked to subscribe two dollars per year for life. To 
put even greater financial strength into our Grand Chapter I 
suggest that a fund be raised by individual subscriptions to be 
put into the Incorporated Zeta Psi Fraternity of North America, 
and by them invested not more than one-half in fraternity prop
erty mortgages when the loan is not more than fifty per cent of 
the value of the property loaned upon, and the remainder in 
interest-bearing securities suitable for trust funds and savings 
banks under the banking law of the state of New York; and the 
income to be re-invested as above suggested or disbursed on 
application of the Gamma Alpha, approved by the Grand Chap
ter Convention, to make up deficiencies in the operating expenses 
of the Grand Chapter. The incorporation of the Zeta Psi 
Fraternity of North America should be so amended as to admit 
subscribers as share holders or certified participators in propor
tion to the amount subscribed. I recommend that a special com
mittee of five be elected by this convention, with power to appoint 
sub-committees whenever necessary, for the purpose of securing 
annual· two dollar life subscriptions, and for the purpose of work
ing out the fund plan in detail and securing subscriptions thereto. 
The said special committee to report its progress and recommen
dations to the next Grand Chapter Convention for further and 
final consideration and action. 

T h e report of the young Phi Alpha above quoted con-
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stitutes the vision of Bill Comstock. Like most dreams, 
it was phantom-like, evanescent; but it begot more 
dreams, and the dreams begot inspiration, and the inspira
tion begot loyal devotion, and the loyal devotion brought 
into being what we have today as a central organization 
of the Zeta Psi Fraternity of North America. 

The significant action taken by the 1909 Convention 
was the election of Brother Comstock as Delta Alpha to 
succeed the late Israel C. Pierson, whose work Brother 
Comstock's report had so warmly lauded. Brother Com
stock was right when he said that the death of Brother 
Pierson brought home to the Fraternity a serious problem 
in the selection of his successor; he was right only in 
part, however, when he said that "we cannot expect sb 
much from future Delta Alphas." It is to be doubted 
if any delegate to that Toronto Convention ever expected 
that any man would ever again serve the Fraternity with 
such devoted affection as had Brother Pierson; but at 
that time the page depicting Bill Comstock's service was 
but white paper. 

There was a young undergraduate at the University 
of Michigan named Harold P. Gould. Brother Com
stock knew what the potential qualities of this young Xi 
brother were. Gould was at the Toronto Convention and 
he and Comstock talked things over. Gould had some 
suggestions to make that were of vital importance; Com
stock made suggestions also. The two brothers of the Xi 
decided that the first step toward a real organization in 
the national fraternity was to publish a magazine. The 
Circle of Zeta Psi was therefore inaugurated, with the 
first issue in June, 1909. The two decided to get out an 
up-to-date directory. This was done the next year. 
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In the meantime, organization work was continued by 

Brothers Gould and Comstock in the centers of popula
tion through the organization of alumni associations. A 
uniform constitution was drawn up and was later adopted. 
It was some time before the conservative members of the 
Fraternity could see the value of this effort, but later it 
became apparent that work with the alumni was the plow
ing and harrowing of soil out of which new strength for 
the Fraternity was to grow. By 1910-11 it had become 
apparent that the national organization structure was not 
representative and the old constitution of the Fraternity 
was therefore done away with and a new one adopted. 
The constitution provided for the present board of trus
tees to take the place of the old self-perpetuating Com
mittee of Patriarchs. It also provided machinery to keep 
the national organization in motion continuously and to 
direct the efforts of the traveling secretary. What hap
pened is a matter of fraternity history. 

What does the Fraternity owe to Bill Comstock over 
and above the fact that he dreamed a dream? It owes to 
him the fact that he found the first traveling secretary 
in Harold P. Gould, and that he financed almost single-
handed, year after year, the Central Office. As Delta 
Alpha he became editor of The Circle, and kept his 
friendly arm about this child of his in helpful support 
until the infant periodical could walk alone. What Zeta 
Psi would be today without both the faith and the fortune 
of William Alfred Comstock is an interesting specula
tion: a Samson shorn of his hair; an Atlas without his 
Hercules; a David without his sling. Of what took place 
during the next few years the succeeding chapters of this 
story must tell. It is fitting that this chapter should close 
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with a brief sketch of the life and attainments of the 
man to whom the Fraternity owes so much. 

Brother William Alfred Comstock was born at Alpena, 
Michigan, July 2, 1877. He obtained his early education 
in the schools of his native city and effected his prepara
tion hr the University of Michigan at the Alpena high 
school, from which he was graduated in 1895. 1° t n e 

fall of that year he entered the University of Michigan, 
and in 1899 was graduated with the degree of Ph.B. 

Brother Comstock's father, W. B. Comstock, was 
known in his day as one of the wealthiest and most enter
prising of the lumbermen who made a fortune out of 
Michigan's famous white pine belt. With the passing of 
the lumber interests in Michigan, the Comstock fortune 
was turned into railroad construction; and it was into 
this business that Brother Comstock plunged upon the 
completion of his college course. To all the natural 
eagerness of youth which starts out after graduation to 
conquer the world, Comstock brought business talent and 
immense initiative. He became almost at once secretary 
of the Comstock Construction Company, whose first task 
was to finance and build the Toledo, Fremont, and Nor-
walk Railroad, one of the first of the fast electric inter-
urban lines. This road was completed in 1901, and was 
almost immediately sold. 

After an interval of several months spent in the West, 
Brother Comstock organized the Comstock-Haigh-
Walker Company, which company undertook the financ
ing, construction, and operation of another interurbari 
line, the Rochester and Eastern. This property was sold 
in 1905. 

After some months spent in Europe in the study of 
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railroad construction, Brother Comstock built the Mil
waukee Northern Railway, of which line he was, until 
its sale in 1922, the president. Until 1910 his time was 
almost entirely taken up with the construction and im
proving of this property, at which time the operation of 
the road became more or less a matter of routine, and 
permitted Brother Comstock leisure which he was able to 
turn to good account in other fields. 

With the death of his father in 1905, Comstock found 
himself the executor of a large estate, with his business 
problems multiplied accordingly. He took up his resi
dence in Alpena, where he spent most of his time and 
where he made his first venture into politics. From 1911 
to 1913 he served as alderman, and from 1913 to 1915 
as mayor of Alpena. By 1913 the young man had so 
vividly impressed himself upon the state that in this 
year Governor Ferris appointed him a regent of the 
University to fill out an unexpired term. In 1915 he was 
nominated for the full term on the Democratic ticket, 
but was defeated at the polls. 

From this time on Brother Comstock has been one of 
the acknowledged leaders of the Democratic party in 
Michigan. From 1920 to 1924 he served as chairman of 
the Democratic State Central Committee and from 1924 
he has been Democratic National Committeeman from 
Michigan. Brother Comstock has always been averse to 
running for office, preferring to exercise from a place in 
the background his influence for clean government and 
honest administration. He would rather prompt the ac
tors from the wings than take the center of the stage 
himself. He was, however, in 1926, drafted by his party 
as candidate for governor of Michigan and made a splen-
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did campaign. He was defeated in a dominantly Re
publican state in a dominantly Republican year; but 
he cut down to a minimum a dominantly Republican 
majority. 

Upon the entrance of America into the World War, 
Brother Comstock enlisted in the first officers' training 
camp at Fort Sheridan, Illinois, and completed the whole 
of the training for a commission. He was, however, re* 
jected for service on the final physical examination be
cause of defective vision, and was thereupon given an 
honorable discharge. He was appointed a member of 
the Michigan War Board by Governor Sleeper and was 
chairman of the Education Committee of that branch of 
the public service. Upon his return from training camp 
he was also made assistant director of the Michigan Red 
Cross. 

For years Brother Comstock was a confirmed bachelor, 
but on April 22, 1919, he was married to Mrs. Josephine 
White Morrison. He thereupon took up his residence in 
Detroit, where he has since lived. There is one child of 
this union, William Comstock, 3d, who was pledged to 
the Xi Chapter two weeks after his birth. He is now a 
boy of fourteen years. Brother Comstock has adopted his 
wife's son by her former marriage, Kirke White Com
stock, a member of the Zeta Chapter, Class of '28. 

From his office in Detroit, Brother Comstock directs 
a multitude of business affairs. At the present time he 
is trustee of the W. B. Comstock estate and is president 
of the following corporations: Comstock Investment 
Company, Comstock Land Company, The Cass-Michi-
gan Company, and the Griswold Building Company. He 
is besides a director of the Union Joint Stock Land Bank 
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of Detroit and the Southern Minnesota Joint Stock Land 
Bank of Minneapolis. 

Besides being a devoted and self-sacrificing elder of 
the Xi Chapter, Brother Comstock is an Elk, an Eagle, 
and a Scottish Rite Mason, belonging also to the Shrine. 
His clubs include the University Club of Detroit, the 
Detroit Club, the Detroit Country Club, and the Zeta 
Psi Club of New York. He is one of the most active 
members of the University Club of Michigan, of which 
he was president in 1926. 
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CHAPTER X 

The Vision Made Real 

WHEN on January 4, 1908, William Alfred Corn-
stock was elected Phi Alpha of the Fraternity, 

the Xi Chapter was present in a body. Among those 
who looked on and, with the others, failed to understand 
the significance of that election, was a boy of modest 
demeanor and attractive personality, a sophomore, aged 
twenty, whose name was Harold P. Gould. The next 
year that same boy, now a junior, went to the Toronto 
Convention, and heard the retiring Phi Alpha read the 
report from which excerpts have been quoted in the pre
ceding chapter. With many others there present he was 
inspired by a vision of what the Fraternity could become 
under a strong central organization. He was one of the 
few to realize that such an organization as Brother Com-
stock outlined would make for greater democracy. The 
government of the Fraternity had heretofore been largely 
oligarchic in its character, albeit the oligarchy was a be
nevolent one. Through sheer laissez fake the individual 
chapters were content to be governed by the Patriarchs 
and the Grand Officers. The Committee of Patriarchs 
was a large body, and like all such, mo\Ted slowly and was 
content in its turn to be ruled by the ablest man in its 
membership. That man had for years been Israel C. 
Pierson. Hal Gould, the young Ann Arbor junior, had 
the situation sized up correctly when he appealed for the 
democratic character of a central organization which 
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should be the direct representative of and directly respon
sible to every chapter of Zeta Psi. His enthusiasm be
came incandescent, and on the evening of the Grand 
Chapter banquet at Toronto he took Brother Comstock 
aside and made to him the proposal that they two should 
begin this work of centralization by actually establishing 
a Central Office in the chapter house at Ann Arbor in a 
suite of rooms on the first floor that was then vacant. He 
suggested that Brother Comstock, in his new capacity as 
Delta Alpha, should edit a monthly magazine, and he 
promised to do the major part of the work on that period
ical if only Brother Comstock would supply the funds 
until it.became a recognized official organ of the Frater-
nityi supported by the Fraternity. 

Bill Comstock took him up so quickly and cooperated 
with him so heartily that soon Hal Gould found himself 
head over heels in a bigger job than he had at any time 
anticipated. All through the long months of that winter 
the young Ann Arbor junior spent all his spare time com
piling a membership list of the Fraternity, getting ready 
to publish the first Zeta Psi Directory, and bringing to
gether material for the first number of The Circle. I t 
was not until June that this first issue appeared; a sixty-
four page magazine of identical format with that now 
used, printed, however, in brown ink upon yellow paper. 
The.leading article was the report of Brother Charles A. 
Moss, Phi Alpha, followed by illustrated accounts of the 
Phi Chapter and of the newly established Alpha Epsilon. 
The frontispiece was cut from the architect's drawings 
of the new Phi: Chapter house. On the editorial page the 
name of William A. Comstock appeared as editor, and 
the name of Harold P. Gould appeared as publisher. 
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In the leading editorial Brother Comstock said that The 
Circle was primarily "designed to keep every chapter and 
every member of the Fraternity in touch with every other 
chapter and every other member . . . to awaken an 
interest in the general Fraternity in every chapter and 
every member"; and amplifying this admirably expressed 
purpose, the editorial continued: "We have come to be
lieve during our term as a Grand Officer of the Frater
nity, that the present strength of the Fraternity lies in 
the strength of its individual chapters, rather than in the 
organization of the Fraternity as a whole. We have 
learned that some other first-class fraternities whose indi
vidual chapters are not so strong as ours have developed 
a strong central organization which has achieved marked 
success in bringing the lagging chapters up to the stand
ard. At the same time the standard of the whole frater
nity has been raised through the dissemination of the 
knowledge of the best methods from each chapter to the 
others. The central organization of our Fraternity, at 
the present time, is not efficient enough properly to take 
care of the small amount of business coming before it. 
There is very little system in the method of communicat
ing the general business of the Fraternity to all the chap
ters and members. 

"We feel that the Fraternity, now that its individual 
chapters and membership have grown so strong, is wast
ing its greatest possibility of strength and growth through 
the lack of a systematic central organization. It is only 
through such an organization that the interest of our 
alumni generally can be maintained. We must keep them 
in touch constantly. 

"The College Fraternity has grown from merely an 
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association of chosen students, banded together for social 
and intellectual advancement and enjoyment, into a true 
brotherhood, whose duties of membership do not end 
with graduation. It aims now to furnish a substitute for 
home life and home training during the formative period 
of a young man's character, and the result it should 
achieve, if this home life and home training are rightly 
carried out, is to turn out into the world self-respecting, 
original-thinking, self-controlled, purposeful gentlemen. 
Wifih picked men in each college to work on, the result 
can be obtained if the proper influences and advisory 
government are brought to the problem. It seems to us 
that it should be a privilege for every member to aid, if 
ever so little, in accomplishing such a result." 

The editorial continued with an appeal for a salaried 
secretary, whose business it should be to visit every chap
ter at least once annually; for the publication from the 
secretary's office of the monthly magazine, the official 
organ of the Fraternity; for the systematic and definite 
organization of the alumni; for the raising and the in
vestment of a general fraternity fund; and the editorial 
concluded by pledging the support of the editor and his 
resources to the bringing about of such desired ends. 

From Brother Gould's pen there came a brief state
ment entitled, "What we are doing." In this brief article 
the Fraternity was advised as to the expense involved in 
getting out the magazine—for this one issue more than 
$800 was spent, the expenditure made possible through 
the generosity of one man. 

There had already been completed in the little suite 
of rooms in the Xi Chapter house an office for Brother 
Gould and his two assistants, who had between them com-

[ 103] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
piled a thoroughly up-to-date card catalogue of all living 
members of the Fraternity, indexed alphabetically and 
also geographically. The enrollment in 1909 was up
wards of 6,000, and there can be easily understood, there
fore, something of the task that these busy college boys 
had undertaken. Gould's article closed with an expres
sion of appreciation of services rendered by Brother 
Maurice W. Peck, Gamma 'og, and Brother Joseph 
Horner, Jr., Xi 'IT. The chapter letters followed in al
most exactly the form in which they now appear in The 
Circle. Thus there was presented the first number of the 
periodical which every Zete has come to regard as a vital 
part of his fraternity experience. In speaking of the 
magazine Brother Comstock said to the writer, "The 
Circle of Zeta Psi would never have started if it had not 
been for Hal Gould who, while he was still a student, 
was the first general secretary of the Fraternity. The 
groundwork for the whole present organization of the 
Fraternity was really the product of his active mind. As 
you know, at that period I was very busy and while I dis
cussed matters of policy quite thoroughly with Hal, the 
details were left entirely with him to work out. The 
credit naturally fell to me, and it fell in the wrong place. 

"Later on, after he had gone into business for himself, 
he conceived the idea of the Elders' dues, which form so 
large a part of the operating revenue at the present time. 
I discussed the matter with him and I confess I was 
rather skeptical as to how it would work out. With his 
usual enthusiasm, however, he hammered at the thing 
until it was adopted. The Fraternity cannot give too 
much credit to the labors undertaken by this college boy 
and followed through with so much zeal during the 
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whole of his first year out of college. Volumes I and II 
of The Circle, which laid the foundations or blazed the 
trail (choose yonr own figure) for all that was to come 
and for all that has come, were almost wholly the work 
of Hal Gould." 

All through the year of 1909 and up to Gould's grad
uation in 1910, that first floor suite in the Xi Chapter 
house often had its lights burning until 2 o'clock in the 
morning. But let Harold Gould tell the story himself. 

"Faithfully bi^ Brother Comstock used to bring out to 
Ann Arbor 'the sinews of war' in a thousand dollar note 
at a time, and when that was used up and accounted for, 
another would b e forthcoming. 

"In June, 191 o, upon my graduation, we moved the 
Central Office to 6 Madison Street, Chicago, to complete 
the organization of that happy excursion to San Fran
cisco in the Pullman car Dromio, which took out the 
Grand Officers and many of the chapter delegates to the 
Convention and 9. month's delightful holiday in the West. 

"Following the Convention in September, I was em
ployed as a paid secretary on full time, as my graduation 
necessitated my taking up business of some kind at once. 
I traveled among the chapters, organized alumni asso
ciations, published The Circle, and managed the Central 
Office. That winter it was necessary for me, on account 
of the failing health of my father, to enter business in 
Chicago and pass on the secretaryship to Fritz Nymeyer. 

"The desire to carry the vision of Bill Comstock to 
every member of the Fraternity led mer at later Grand 
Chapter conventions, to advocate the annual" dues of 
$5.00 far every living Zete, and in.rg20 it. was'my 
pleasure to see niy pet hobby enacted into law and several 
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thousand dollars additional brought into the Fraternity 
treasury annually. Another hobby became possible later 
When the plan I had believed in so long—of sending The 
Circle to every living Zete irrespective of whether or not 
fie paid his Elders' dues—became a reality." 

The initial triumph of Brother Gould's first year of 
labor was achieved at the Sixty-third Annual Convention 
in session at San Francisco, from September 2 to 5, 1910. 
Brother J. Somers Smith, Jr., Sigma '8γ, presented a 
resolution confirming the action of the Grand Officers in 
establishing The Circle as the official organ of the Fra
ternity, and expressing the appreciation and approval of 
the good accomplished by that publication in unifying the 
fraternity. The resolution further provided for the es
tablishment by the incoming Grand Officers, of a Central 
Office to continue The Circle and the Directory. A 
lengthy discussion, taken part in by most of the delegates, 
resulted in the unanimous passage of the resolution and in 
the informal outlining of the method of procedure most 
satisfactory to the delegates. The Grand Officers were 
left to form a corporation for the purpose of carrying out 
these plans, and to employ a secretary and raise funds as 
seemed to them best after due consideration. 

The first issue of Volume II of The Circle, dated Oc
tober, 1910, contained an account of the authorization by 
the Grand Officers of the Central Office, which was 
established by Brothers Comstock and Gould at No. 6 
Madison Street, Chicago. Brother Gould was made 
traveling secretary for one year and allowed a salary 
and expenses in carrying on the alumni organization and 
publication work and in visiting the chapters. Comment 
was made upon the fact that for the last two years at 

[106] 



The Vision Made Real 
college he had been working without salary. In the same 
volume of The Circle, Issue No. 5 for February, 1911, 
appeared a comprehensive article entitled, "Alumni Or
ganization Survey," an eloquent tribute to the fact that 
for not a single moment had Secretary Gould been idle. 
Alumni organizations had been perfected and dinners or 
luncheons had been held in Chicago, Pittsburgh, Buffalo, 
Rochester, Syracuse, New York City, Newark, Philadel
phia, Easton, Bridgeport, Providence, Boston, Augusta, 
Toronto, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Seattle, Minne
apolis, St. Louis and Cleveland. Most of these alumni 
associations had been organized under a new, uniform 
constitution, which was of incalculable benefit in giving 
force and effect to loyal alumni sentiment in the various 
centers. With the tenth issue of this volume, July, 1911, 
Harold Gould laid down the editorial pen and retired 
from his office as the first traveling secretary of the Zeta 
Psi Fraternity. "I leave the active work," said Hal in 
his valedictory, "a better and happier man for every hour 
spent in the service of Zcta Psi. May peace be with her." 

In this same issue appeared the account of a momen
tous gathering—the first meeting of the new Board of 
Trustees. The meeting was held at the office of Brother 
Albert Buchman, 11 East Fifty-ninth Street, on Friday 
evening, June 9, 1910. It was presided over by Brother 
Thomas I. Chatfield, Eta '93, Phi Alpha, and was 
attended by fifteen of the newly constituted Board, mem
bership in which bad been provided for at the Sixty-
fourth Annual Convention, where amendments to the 
constitution had made possible the creation of the new 
body and the election of twenty-four members thereto. 
The principal item of business undertaken was the dis-
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cussion of The Circle, its policy, its support, and who 
should succeed Brother Gould as publisher and as travel
ing secretary. It was in the course of this discussion that 
Fred H. Nymeyer, Alpha Epsilon ' IT, was appointed to 
undertake the work which for two years had been carried 
on by one of the most able, the most modest, and the 
most lovable of all those who have from their hearts 
served Zeta Psi. This chapter may well close as did the 
last, with a brief biographical sketch of one to whom the 
Fraternity is so greatly indebted. 

Brother Harold Peck Gould was born September 19, 
1887, in Chicago, Illinois, and has lived since 1889 in 
Riverside, Illinois, a suburb of that city. 

While Harold was in the sixth grade, grammar school, 
his father, who had been an old newspaper man, gave him 
a printing office consisting of a 5 χ 8 press and a few fonts 
of type. His father taught him to keep books and to 
handle the business affairs of the little office in a way that 
caused the venture gradually to develop through gram
mar school and high school and the year following grad
uation. A larger press and better equipment justified 
Gould's spending a full year upon the work of his print
ing office before going to college. 

His idea for several years had been to earn his way 
through the University of Michigan, and to be on the 
safe side he purposed earning a good share of what he 
needed before he started to college. 

During this period he published what was perhaps 
the smallest newspaper in the country, called The Family 
Echo, a periodical dealing with family news and comment. 
The four pages consisted of a single column of about 
three inches. Subscriptions sold at twenty-five cents a 
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year, and while the venture can hardly be called a profit
able one, it gave the high school boy a chance to see the 
benefits that came to a family group through a monthly 
publication. Those who watched him later getting out 
the first number of The Circle as a junior in the chapter 
house at Ann Arbor know his idea was to bind the great 
family of Zeta Psi closer together by the same medium, 
a monthly publication. 

While in college Brother Gould made his expenses 
largely by work on the college press, and by selling ad
vertising for college publications. He also organized a 
company to publish the music of Michigan Union operas 
and the operas of two or three other colleges. He served 
as Gamma and Steward at the Xi Chapter for two years. 

j.n me summer vacation before going to college Brother 
Gould and two other high school graduates undertook a 
walking trip from Chicago to Buffalo, and thereby hangs 
a tale. After the first week on the road Gould was laid 
up for ten days with blood poisoning due to a blister, and 
was entertained on a peppermint farm in Mishawaka, 
Indiana, by a hospitable family who befriended the three 
boys in their misfortune. 

Through a friend of this Mishawaka family who at
tended the University of Michigan, the Xi Chapter was 
put in touch with Harold Gould when he got to Ann 
Arbor in the fall; but the Zetes thought him to be "Jay" 
Gould, of Mt. Vernon, New York, whom they had been 
instructed to look up. "Jay" Gould was in turn mistaken 
on the campus for Harold Gould, and was taken into the 
Sigma Chi Fraternity; while the Zetes made the best of 
their mistake and took Harold Gould into Zeta Psi. 

Through the Fraternity, after graduation, Brother 
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Gould became advertising manager of Joseph T. Ryer-
son & Son, of Chicago, steel merchants, and later estab
lished himself as the proprietor of a business magazine 
called Management, which he still publishes in Chicago 
under the firm name of H. P. Gould Company. 

Just one month after starting this magazine, he re
turned to Mishawaka and married one of the daughters 
of the peppermint grower who had befriended the boys 
on their walking trip eight years before. When any one 
is inclined to take the credit for bringing a certain plan 
to completion without the aid of luck or Providence, or 
whatever you may wish to call it, Brother Gould likes to 
remind him of the way a blistered heel started the chain 
of circumstances that decided his fraternity, his business, 
and his family fate for him. 
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CHAPTER XI 

Pioneering in New York 

BROTHER Harold P. Gould blazed the trail of the 
new policy. He it was who entered the wilderness 

and let the light through in open paths, down which his 
successor could make his way with certainty. The light 
once let in, it was Brother Frederick H. Nymeyer who, 
after the two years of Brother Gould's pioneer work, 
came into the Central Office to continue what Brother 
Gould had so splendidly started. To continue the figure, 
it was Brother Nymeyer who cleared away the under
brush, blasted out the stumpage, and made broad avenues 
where before had been but wooded trails. 

Frederick H . Nymeyer, Alpha Epsilon 'u, was born 
a Dutchman and possessed, by right of birth, those quali
ties which have made the Dutch one of the most admired 
of the European peoples. Fritz, as he is familiarly and 
affectionately called by his friends and acquaintances, is 
now an Americanized Dutchman, and this puts him in a 
class with Theodore Roosevelt, Edward Bok, and many 
others who have served America conspicuously well. 

Brother Nymeyer was born in Holland, near the 
Zuyder Zee, on August iz, 1885, the youngest of seven 
children, of whom six were boys. He took up bis resi
dence in America at the age of four, when the entire 
family landed at Hoboken from a ship of the Holland-
America Line. The family had been well-to-do in Hol
land, but the father had met with financial reverses. 
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When a roan of social standing in Europe faces a hopeless 
financial situation, and especially when that man is blessed 
-—or burdened—with a large family, there is but one 
solution to his problem and that is—America. 

Mrs. Nymeyer, a woman not yet forty, a stranger 
in a strange land, bundled her family of seven children 
into a day coach and set out for Goshen, Indiana, a point 
made visible on the map for her because of the fact that 
acquaintances from Holland had settled there. Friends of 
Brother Nymeyer have heard him many times speak 
with moving eloquence of the early days of the expa
triated family in this little mid-western town. Fritz says: 
"My childhood was spent in a beautiful, happy life, for 
though we were not well situated financially (the whole 
family lived for seventeen years in a house for which 
we paid eight dollars a month rent), we enjoyed life to 
the fullest. We had both good health and good training 
—in all my travels I have never met two more cultured 
people than my father and mother. We went regularly to 
church and to school—'though we all worked at odd 
times; but soon the good folk of that lovely community 
realized that we were people of breeding. We were 
accepted socially by the very best families in spite of the 
fact that my father became an unskilled laborer who 
never received more than eleven dollars a week during 
his life in America. He was a born aristocrat, and 
couldn't 'hustle' as his Americanized children soon 
learned to do. I took care of the family by driving 
horses, mowing lawns, tending furnaces; and it was thus 
that I worked my way through grammar and high school, 
being practically self-supporting after the age of twelve." 

Upon his graduation from high school, Brother Ny-
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meyer taught for two years in a country high school in 
the village of Waterford, Indiana. His two summer 
vacations he spent taking teachers' training courses in the 
normal college at Angola, Indiana. After two years he 
left the little high school with the purpose of associating 
himself with some business in which he could see a fair 
chance of working his way up. It was a small furniture 
company which first claimed his interest, but the business 
was so poorly managed as to make not the slightest ap
peal to the young man's imagination. At twenty-three 
he found himself on the threshold of the business world, 
poorly equipped, inexperienced, and more or less disil
lusioned. His experience with the furniture company, 
however, produced one contact that effected an entire 
change in his outlook, his fortunes, and his experience. 
He met a furniture salesman at the Grand Rapids furni
ture market who encouraged him to go to college. This 
was a brand new idea, but it took such firm hold that at 
the age of twenty-three Brother Nymeyer entered the 
University of Illinois—old for a freshman, "dead broke," 
but having acquired somehow a new fund of enthusiasm. 

"I went to Illinois," Fritz once said, "because so far as 
I knew there was not one person there whom I had ever 
seen before. I wanted an absolutely new, refreshing 
world, where my old background was not known to any
body and where my old handicaps, which I felt so keenly, 
could be absolutely concealed beneath the cloak, of the 
anonymous." 

Brother Nymeyer entered Illinois with no advance 
standing and yet, through indefatigable work, and by 
remaining in college for two summer sessions, supporting 
himself in the meantime, he was able to finish his course 
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in three years. Ια his senior year he was president of 
bis class, president of the senior society, was on the var
sity defeating team, and was manager of the university 
magazine. Let some of the pampered aristocrats of Zeta 
Psi take note of what can be accomplished in the face of 
tremendous handicaps. 

Near the close of his freshman year young Nymeyer 
joined the Comus Club, which was granted a charter of 
Zeta Psi that spring; and thus be became a charter mem
ber of the Alpha Epsilon Chapter. Fortunately for the 
Chapter and for him, the installation exercises were pre
sided over by such men as Brothers William A. Comstock, 
Charles A. Moss, Henry T. Thomas, Η. Μ. Waldron, 
and some of the undergraduates of the Xi Chapter of 
that time. Speaking of the installation, Brother Nymeyer 
says: 

I look back upon that installation as one of the high spots of 
my life. It was a beautiful and impressive ceremony, and the 
counsel given on that occasion by the Elders and Patriarchs incul
cated in me a high ideal of Zeta Psi life and traditions, and 
enabled me to do whatever good I later was able to accomplish 
for the Fraternity during my tenure as general secretary. 

In the late summer of 1910, between my second and third 
years at the University, the annual convention was held in San 
Francisco under the auspices of the Iota and the Mu Chapters. 
Brother Comstock was anxious that the baby chapter have a dele
gate to speak at the Convention banquet, and I was chosen by 
the Alpha Epsilon as that delegate. That happy and fortuitous 
circumstance altered the entire course of my life. At San Fran
cisco I was fortunate enough to meet, in addition to the Zetes I 
had met at our installations such outstanding brothers as J. Somers 
Smith, Anthony W. Robinson, and Albert Buchman. Here also 
was Haskell Noyes, who had been graduated from Yale and was 
then studying law at Wisconsin, and who had been putting in 
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all of his spare time, with rare tact and enthusiasm, in attempting 
to bring Zeta Psi to Madison. I think it was the fact that these 
men knew me that made it more easy for Brother Comstock to 
select me for traveling secretary (as the office was then called) 
when I was graduated from Illinois in June, 1911. I left the 
University, and without going home directed my steps straight 
to Riverside, Illinois, where Brother Harold Gould turned over 
to me, in his own home, his unfinished work for the Fraternity, 
which he was then compelled to give up because of the pressure 
of business. In the first three weeks of my labors I got out the 
April, May and June Circles, for the work was then that far 
behind. 

In August Brothers Gould and Nymeyer packed up 
the movable fixtures of the Central Office of the Zeta Psi 
Fraternity of North America in preparation for the trek 
east. This embryonic Central Office consisted of a filing 
cabinet, a half-tone cabinet, a typewriter, a pair of scis
sors and a box of paste for making magazine dummies, 
and last, but not least, the list of names and addresses 
of Zetes everywhere. 

Not knowing where to go and having only the financial 
resources which Brother Comstock supplied from his own 
pocket, Nymeyer took this material to Brother Herbert 
M. Waldron's factory in New Brunswick, New Jersey, 
and there the first two numbers of Volume I I I of The 
Circle were made ready for the press. After a month or 
two, however, Brother Nymeyer went over to New York, 
and with the help of Brothers Thomas and Waldron 
rented one small room in the Metropolitan Life Build
ing, 1 Madison Avenue. Brother Buchman donated a 
desk, Brother Thomas supplied two chairs, and Brother 
Lyman Cousens, down from Maine, contributed a desk 
and chair for a stenographer. Fritz went across the street 
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and purchased a fifty-cent wastebasket, and when that 
modest but useful utensil was in position, the Zeta Psi 
Fraternity at last had a Central Office in New York. 

Then and there began the real work of pioneering in 
New York, and how well that pioneering was done all can 
understand who have the eyes to see and the wit to under
stand. The present beautiful clubhouse in New York and 
the efficient central organization housed therein are elo
quent testimony to those days of simple beginnings in the 
Metropolitan Tower. Day after day the general secre
tary was on the job, soliciting subscriptions for The 
Circle, traveling from chapter to chapter—and getting 
out The Circle en route (Brother Comstock still made 
up the deficit each month)—preaching the gospel of Zeta 
Psi» and working for its converting power. 

Some of the trustees thought that it was a hopeless 
task—that the Fraternity never could be brought to see 
the vision sufficiently clearly to support it financially. At 
one of the early trustees' meetings Brother Nymeyer got 
wind of the fact that some one was going to suggest his 
seeking other work on part time and giving only part time 
to the Fraternity. When Brother Comstock was apprised 
of the possibility of this suggestion, he came on to New 
York with his famous letter, which should be written in 
gold in the history of the Zeta Psi Fraternity. In this 
letter he declared that the Fraternity must not retrench; 
that the work must expand and grow; that instead of a 
general secretary on part time there should be in addition 
an assistant secretary on full time. He declared that he 
would back the project as he had done before. Here were 
faith and courage at a time when both were sorely needed, 
and they came from ehe man to whom the Fraternity was 
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already infinitely indebted. The trustees were carried 
away by the very contagion of Brother Comstock's pro
posal. So it was that Brother Corastock's love for Zeta 
Psi not only conceived and inaugurated the Central Office 
organization but also saved and perpetuated it. 

But Brother Nymeyer had a keen sense of the fitness 
of things. Wishing to relieve Brother Comstock of the 
financial burden which he was carrying, Nymeyer called 
on Brother Nicholas F. Brady, Eta 'QQ, gentleman, 
scholar, prince of good fellows, and lover of Zeta Psi. 
Brother Brady stepped into the breach and generously 
relieved Brother Comstock of financial obligation for the 
next five years, or until the work became self-sustaining. 
It would be a long story to tell the details of the struggle 
in which Fritz engaged, but he constantly avers that with
out these two Brothers, Comstock and Brady, success 
could never have been achieved. Later on it was the 
endowment fund and Brother Gould's long-advocated 
Elders' dues that turned the trick. 

What was it that could so compel the enthusiastic la
bors and support of men like Comstock, Brady, Gould, 
and Nymeyer ? The success of it was due to the fact that 
from the beginning there was a real gospel to preach. 
And Fritz set out to preach that gospel. H e preached it 
early and he preached it late; he preached it in season and 
he preached it out of season; he poured it into the ears 
of sophisticated alumni, and he discussed it over the 
dinner table with impressionable undergraduates. This 
gospel, as he preached it, affirmed that the Zeta Psi Fra
ternity, if it was to be worthy of its years of existence, of 
its wealth of tradition, of the beautiful chapter houses 
in which the chapters lived, of the support of its best 
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alwmni, must at all times justify its existence in the col

lege world. 
The basic principle underlying all was the conception 

that any fraternity exists as subordinate to the college— 
that a man cannot be a good fraternity man and a poor 
college man. Upon that principle item after item of 
Fritz's gospel was predicated. 

He affirmed that a fraternity man is a picked man; 
that each one had, at least for once in his life, been dis
cussed in serious secrecy by a group of his fellows and 
thought to be worthy of a golden emblem; that he must 
strive unselfishly to live up to this estimate; that being 
a picked man he must guard his conduct always, because, 
wearing the insignia which others wore, he disgraced 
others if he disgraced that insignia. 

He affirmed among all the chapters that college work 
is planned for the average man, but that a fraternity 
brother, being a picked man, must do more than average 
college work. In life the average man can make a living, 
but the unusual or picked man does more than make a 
living; he does something for his church, for his com
munity, for his country, and for society in general. If 
he does these things to the neglect of his family, he is a 
failure; and so it is that a fraternity brother should do 
something more than the required work in college, but 
not at the expense of his fraternity. He should do un
usual scholastic work, he should excel in athletics, and in 
other extra-curriculum activities. He should be a good 
mixer; but above all else he should do the required work 
of the college. He should become eligible first, or he is 
a failure. 

Again, a boy in a Zeta Psi house has no right to do 
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selfish things for his own pleasure to the annoyance of 
his fellows. No chapter has a right to slump in morale 
or scholarship or in extra-curriculum activities. 

Again, the Zeta Psi Fraternity is no stronger than its 
weakest chapter and no chapter is stronger than its weak
est member. After all, it is the business of a chapter which 
is doing all it can to uphold the ideals and traditions of 
Zeta Psi to know that every other chapter is doing the 
same thing. 

Again, Zeta Psi should be able to prove to fathers and 
mothers that the Zeta Psi house is as clean and as decent 
and as gentlemanly a place as a boy could possibly find 
outside his own home. A chapter house will always stand 
as a monument to something in the community—some
thing good or something bad. It is the Fraternity's busi
ness to see that it stands for the best, and that the college 
or university world appreciates the fact that back of those 
boys in the Zeta Psi house there is an organization of 
elder brothers, men of standing and of strength, and that 
this organization is putting a man into the field, a gen
eral secretary. This man is not a detective, but a travel
ing elder brother, carrying the strong points of each 
chapter to every other chapter—a man who has the con
fidence of young collegians, who is their champion and 
their counsellor, who knows that they have real prob
lems, who wants to help solve them, and who does ail 
that he does in a loyal spirit of sympathetic brotherhood. 

Properly preached, this gospel must always be sub
scribed to by undergraduates, by faculty, by all Elders 
and by parents. How well Nymeyer preached this gospel 
is shown in many a changed condition in fraternity life 
today. Our chapters are stronger and cleaner, their pur-
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poses are finer and more clearly crystallized, there is a 
more clean-cut emulation of fraternity ideals, and these 
ideals are much better understood. Eight years of the 
kind of labor which Fritz Nymeyer devoted to the Fra
ternity are bound to have their effect. 

Nor were those years unproductive of real advance in 
all that had to do with the Grand Chapter. A reading of 
the Grand Chapter minutes from 1911 through 1919 
reveals a forward-looking policy, for much of which 
Nymeyer is responsible. One of the first important efforts 
made was to establish a better relationship between the 
general fraternity of Zeta Psi and the colleges and uni
versities of the country. It was not long before the work 
of the Central Office in attempting to upbuild morale in 
individual chapters was receiving the warmest commenda
tion from college presidents and college deans. If Zeta 
Psi has of late been more warmly recommended to in
quiring freshmen by college officials, we have, in large 
measure, Brother Nymeyer to thank for the fact. Fritz 
made himself the elder brother of nearly all the six hun
dred and fifty undergraduate Zetes, and in so doing he 
commended our entire organization to those who were 
watching the fraternity situation with a very critical eye. 
As Fritz himself wrote in October, 1914: "We are now 
able to prove to any father or mother that his or her son 
who belongs to the Zeta Psi Fraternity is looked after by 
our organization in a way that would be impossible any 
other place on the campus. And we are able to prove to 
any college president or dean that a young man living in 
a Zeta Psi house is living in as clean and as wholesome 
and as elevating a place as there is on the campus; and 
we are also able to prove to these college authorities that 
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the work of our young man is being watched and that he 
has a better chance to maintain a good scholastic stand
ing than if he were living in a college dormitory—yes, 
even though he were living in his own home." 

As George W. Bunnell, Iota '95, Phi Alpha in 1914-
1915, wrote: 

The Central Office movement has constantly and steadily 
raised the standard, tone, morality, and environment of each active 
chapter. . . . The particular object of the new order of things 
is to watch and help each active chapter so as to bring it to the 
high standard of excellence both in scholarship, morality, and 
environment that has long been possessed by some of the best 
chapters; and at the same time to reawaken the interest of our 
Elders and organize them so that they shall realize to the fullest 
extent that Zeta Psi did something for them while they were 
in college, and that they should in turn do something for them
selves and for Zeta Psi the rest of their lives. 

No less did Brother Nymeyer during this period extend 
the usefulness and the appeal of the Fraternity to the 
alumni far and near. This interest has expressed itself 
in a warmer alumni attitude toward the individual chap
ters and in more cordial support, moral and financial, of 
the work of the Central Office. This support has made 
possible the extension of the work until it has reached 
its present magnitude. 

One of the first and most interesting things to be done 
was to effect the necessary constitutional changes in the 
fraternity organization which should care for the in
creasing scope and importance of the Central Office. 
With the authorization of the board of trustees there 
came other constitutional changes providing for the au
thorization of The Circle; provision for the organization 
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of bodies of Elders into alumni associations which should 
have representation in the Grand Chapter; the authori
zation of all chapters to organize a chapter association, 
whose purpose it should be to erect and support a chapter 
house and to direct chapter finances; a standardization of 
the fraternity badge and all insignia, which should there
after be purchased only through the Central Office; a 
method proposed but never wholly carried out for recog
nizing with suitable decoration members of the Frater
nity "who had done personal service which has resulted 
in definite good to mankind at large and for deeds of 
heroism." 

In 1915 there came the forward-looking step which 
was warmly approved by pulpit and press throughout the 
country—a rule absolutely prohibiting liquor in chapter 
houses. In this same year there came the proposal of a 
grand endowment fund to be under the control of the 
board of trustees. In 1919, on the floor of the Conven
tion at Cleveland, there came the proposal of a chapter 
house building fund, with a request from the Lambda 
Psi for $10,000 of such fund when it should be available. 
Six thousand dollars of this fund was subscribed forth
with and a start was made toward that program of 
assisting in the building of chapter houses which has 
nearly doubled the value of Zeta Psi property. A little 
later came the student loan fund. 

It was in 1913 that the work of the Central Office 
became so burdensome as to make necessary the employ
ment of an assistant secretary. The first man to be elected 
to this position was Cedric R. Crowell, Lambda '13, who 
took up his work immediately upon his graduation from 
Bowdoin in June. Under Brother Nymeyer's direction 
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it became the tradition to have the assistant secretary 
take over the detail of office management and the edi
torial management of The Circle, thus leaving the gen
eral secretary free to do the important personal work 
with the individual chapters. Brother Crowell continued 
in this office for one year. He was succeeded in October, 
1914, by Chester A. Lydecker, Alpha '14. This position 
Brother Lydecker held, except for his year in the service, 
until he succeeded Brother Nymeyer as general secretary 
upon the latter's retirement in June, Ϊ919. In the mean
time Brother Crowell had served for several months as 
Zeta Psi secretary -with the armies in France. 

During the eight years he remained at the head of fra
ternity affairs in New York, Brother Nymeyer effected 
the contacts which brought him at last into the business 
which now claims his interest. In June, Ϊ919, he en
tered the employ oi Sutro & Kimbley as a bond salesman. 
Within a year or so thereafter he became a junior part
ner in the firm, and with the retirement of Victor Sutro 
in 1926, became the senior member of the firm known as 
Kimbley & Company. It must not be supposed, however, 
that new and compelling interests in the business world 
precluded a large measure of devotion to the interests 
which had so filled his mind and heart from 1911 to 
1919. Continuously for eight years Brother Nymeyer 
was a member of the board of trustees, either as the 
direct representative of his chapter or by virtue of hold
ing the office of Chi Phi Alpha. The measure of his 
devotion to the work entrusted to him is evidenced fay 
the fact that between the time of the organization of 
the board of trustees in 1911 and his retirement in 1929, 
he missed but two meetings. When the present Zeta Psi 

ί**3] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
Club of New York was organized, he was one of those 
most active in the preliminary work. At various times 
he has been secretary, treasurer, and president of the 
club. Brother Nyraeyer has also given much time to the 
work of the Interfraternity Conference. He was secre
tary of the organization for one year and president 
another. 

His present address is 52 Wall Street, where he con
ducts a markedly successful business and enjoys the con
fidence and respect not only of a large clientele but also 
of "the Street." Friends both within and without the 
brotherhood of Zeta Psi rejoice in the merited success 
that has attended the life in a new world of him who 
landed at Hoboken as a little lad of four, ignorant of the 
strange language that assailed his ears, and dazed by the 
strange customs and sights that presented themselves on 
every side. 
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CHAPTER XII 

Four General Secretaries 

WHEN Chester A. Lydecker took up the office of 
general secretary In the summer of 1919 he found 

the Central Office a strongly going concern. Indeed, as 
assistant secretary for three years, he had been a marked 
factor in making it so. He came into office better equipped 
than his predecessors because he had received the training 
referred to, whereas both Gould and Nymeyer had been 
compelled to blaze their own way. 

From another point of view, however, the situation 
which confronted Lydecker was more of a handicap than 
otherwise. Pioneer work is always conspicuous, and of 
pioneering little remained; it had pretty much been done 
under the previous administration. Deprived of the op
portunity to do the bizarre, the startling, Chester Ly
decker settled down into the general secretary's chair 
merely to carry on the work with a maximum of progress 
and a minimum of jar. He quickly proved that the Board 
of Trustees had made a third ideal selection, and his 
verve and devoted initiative were soon showing marked 
effects all over the Zeta Psi landscape. In the summer of 
1919, Brother Hugh W. McNair, Epsilon '17, was ap
pointed assistant secretary. 

Brother Lydecker's inaugural was a brief but adequate 
resume of all that had been done in the development of 
the central organization idea. It brought to mind an 
important fact in the Fraternity's growth and progress 
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—that the Central Office was now adequately housed in a 
new Zeta Psi Club, located at 25 East Thirty-ninth 
Street, New York. It was Brother Henry T. Thomas 
who did much of the work of putting the club idea over, 
and who got the quick results that had been obtained. To 
this point the Central Office was moved from the familiar 
old quarters at 110 West Fortieth Street, whither, six 
years before, the move had been made from No. 1 Madi
son Avenue. By June the headquarters of the Fraternity 
were comfortably installed at the new address, with all 
the advantages that accrued from ample room and a 
sympathetic atmosphere. 

The third general secretary of the Fraternity, Chester 
A. Lydecker, familiarly known to all as "Cal," first saw 
the light of day on July 29, 1889, in Hackensack, N. J. 
As a lad he attended the public schools at May wood, and 
later entered the Hackensack high school, where he 
showed that promise which was later to redound 
greatly to the benefit of the Fraternity. As in the case of 
Gould, he prepared himself for the editorial chair of 
The Circle by experimentation in school journalism. In 
his high school days he was also president of the Athletic 
Association, and during his incumbency of this office 
helped to organize and acted as vice-president of the 
Northern New Jersey Interscholastic Athletic League. 

In September, 1910, Lydecker entered Columbia Uni
versity and was almost immediately recognized as Zete 
material. So well did his college course exhibit in him the 
qualities of the ideal fraternity man that he was called 
upon to enter the service of the Central Office imme
diately upon his graduation in 1914. 

In June, 1916", Brother Lydecker was married to Miss 

[126] 



Four General Secretaries 
Mary B. Guernsey, of Bound Brook, New Jersey. Soon 
thereafter he became a government employee as techni
cal assistant in the Construction Division, United States 
Army, with headquarters in Washington. Here, under 
Captain Joseph H . Clark, Eta '07, he was put to work in 
connection with hospital construction. From Washington 
he was transferred in 1918 to Camp Lee, Virginia, in the 
Twenty-second Company, Fifth Battalion of Infantry, 
Central Officers' Training Corps. 

The versatility of the young army man was exhibited 
upon his discharge in November, 191S, for he immedi
ately took up a new career, that of farmer. Until March, 
1919, he pursued this occupation when, doubtless having 
lost all the money which he could afford to lose, he again 
entered the service of Zeta Psi, becoming as before assis
tant general secretary under F. H. Nymeyer, and later 
general secretary, in which capacity he served brilliantly 
for four years. Unable to obtain his full release from 
fraternity duties, he served for one more year as financial 
secretary, spending practically all of his time upon the 
road in a successful effort to add materially to the general 
endowment fund. Upon the conclusion of these labors 
in June, 1924, he entered the employ of the Peerless 
Roll Leaf Company as assistant sales manager. In 1927 
he became, with Brother Arthur M. Wickwire, Jr., and 
two other associates, one of the owners of this business 
and is now secretary of the company, which is located 
at Union City, N . J., just across the river from 42nd 
Street, Manhattan. 

"Cal" lives near Bound Brook, N. J., just a nice thirty-
six mile drive from his factory, but over some of the best 
of New Jersey's super-highways. Out in the real country 
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with his wife and three daughters, Martha Brown, Hazel 
Louise, and Helen Ann, he lives the life of a provincial 
potentate. He served for six years on the Borough 
Council of Middlesex, N. J., and for two of these six 
years he was president. He is a director of the Middlesex 
Borough Building and Loan Association and treasurer 
of the Rotary Club of Onion City, N . J . 

His modesty is commensurate with the measure of his 
public service. "The only thing I feel like boasting 
about," he once said, "is the wife and three children and 
the gold watch that Zeta Psi presented me when I left 
the delightful work of general secretary." 

A resume of the most important matters realized dur
ing Brother Lydecker's administration may be briefly 
given. At the convention of 1920 there was projected the 
Student Aid Fund. There had already been specified four 
general classes of funds to be held in trust by the Frater
nity: The Chapter Fund; the Grand Chapter Fund; the 
Grand Endowment Fund; and Special Funds. It was 
under the last heading that Brother Dorr, Delta '94, 
made recommendation for a special student aid fund to 
be administered by the board of trustees. It was at this 
convention, too, that there was for the first time brought 
up a question which was for a number of years the sub
ject of heated arguments both on the floor of the conven
tion and in subsequent meetings of the board of trustees. 
Brother Ellis Ames Ballard, Sigma '81, Phi Alpha, urged 
that the board of trustees be enabled, at its discretion, to 
invest not to exceed one-half of the present Grand En
dowment Fund ίη junior mortgages secured upon chapter 
houses. Brother Comstock's original suggestion with ref
erence to the establishing of this fund had been that it 
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should, under the direction of the trustees, be invested 
either in first mortgages or in funds legal for savings 
banks in the state of New York. Nothing, however, could 
stand against the eloquence of Brother Ballard nor could 
any resist the almost prodigal generosity with which he at 
this time began to make his own contributions felt in the 
general fund. The liberal policy that a second mortgage 
on a Zeta Psi house is adequate security for the general 
Fraternity is now definitely established. So far the Fra
ternity has had no reason to regret the stand which it has 
taken and which was first suggested by Brother Ballard 
at this convention of 1920. It was at this convention also 
that Brother Gould's oft-advocated plan for a general 
five-dollar assessment upon all Elders was carried in the 
form of an amendment to the constitution. The Com
mittee on Incorporation also reported at this time—a ma
jority report by the late Judge Chatfield and a minority 
report by Judge Wendell P. McKown. No definite pro
cedure was agreed upon, but the way was paved for the 
closer incorporation of various fraternity interests, a 
course which was later effected. 

In 1921 Brother Henry T. Thomas' favorite hobby 
became a reality, the recommendation "that every chap
ter which has not done so already adopt as its patron 
saint one of the greatest historical characters of Amer
ica." In an appendix to this volume may be found the 
list of patron saints thus far adopted, each chapter hav
ing appropriated some prominent figure of our public 
life, preferably one who would make some local or direct 
appeal to the individual chapter. In this year also was 
suggested the appointment of regional Alpha Phi Alphas, 
whose business it should be particularly to look after the 
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chapters within their own district. This suggestion was 
later adopted, and the present regional Chi Phi Alphas 
are the result. There was referred to the board of trus
tees the proposal for a closer amalgamation of the Zeta 
Psi Club of New York with the Central Office, a pro
posal which did not reach its complete effectiveness until 
1926. 

In 1920 Brother McNair resigned as assistant secre
tary and was succeeded by Arthur M. Wickwire, Jr., 
Zeta '20. 

One of the most important events which took place in 
Brother Lydecker's administration was the final purchase 
by the Fraternity of a permanent clubhouse and central 
headquarters in New York. More will be said in another 
chapter about the building at 31 East Thirty-ninth Street, 
but it must be recorded here that Brother Lydecker is 
entitled to much of the credit for the new venture. 

In 1922 Brother Wickwire resigned and there fol
lowed him into the office of assistant secretary a young 
man who was destined to do great things for the Frater
nity, Arthur H. Motley, Alpha Beta '22. It was an aus
picious day for the Fraternity when Brother Lydecker 
discovered "Red" Motley, and it is rare testimony to 
Lydecker's insight into human nature that he so readily 
perceived the quality of competent leadership that lay 
beneath the auburn thatch of this young boy out of the 
West. 

One matter of vital interest to the Fraternity was dis
cussed at length during Brother Lydecker's secretaryship; 
that was the general question of expansion. Until 1920 
there had been no new chapter of the Fraternity since the 
installation of the Lambda Psi at Wisconsin in 1910. 
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Brother Lydecker, however, warmly subscribed to the 
petition from a society at the University of Washington 
which, in 1920, became the Phi Lambda Chapter. He 
was no less warm in his advocacy of a chapter at the Uni
versity of Manitoba which, in 1921, became the Pi 
Epsilon. 

One of the features of the Grand Chapter Convention 
in 1923 was the admirable report of the general secre
tary, a model of its kind. He presented for the first time 
a Central Office budget, which showed for the year 1923 
a total expenditure of $22,000, a startling sum when 
compared with the meagre expenditures of those early 
days in Ann Arbor and Chicago a dozen years before. 

ARTHUR H. MOTLEY 

With the retirement of Chester A. Lydecker as gen
eral secretary in the summer of 1923, the assistant 
general secretary stepped into his shoes. There were a 
number of the trustees who felt that the shoes were too 
large, or that the feet were too small; never was a body 
of men more thoroughly mistaken. Motley was Gould, 
Nymeyer, and Lydecker all rolled into one; and yet he 
was not a composite but was a real individual, himself 
and no other, like no other general secretary or no other 
Zete who ever lived. Listen to the story of his life and 
you will understand why. 

Arthur H . Motley has had as picturesque a life as the 
ordinary immigrant or Parisian Latin Quarter artist. He 
is neither immigrant nor artist, but he might qualify for 
either on the basis of the varied and sketchy character of 
his boyhood and young manhood experiences. 

He was born August 22, 1900, in Minneapolis, Minne-
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sota. As a child he received the conventional schooling, 
but he early exhibited two traits that have since been 
characteristic of him: a brilliant mind and a genius for 
hard work. Before the age of twelve he had skipped two 
full grades in school, and he started working summers at 
the age of ten. His father was a railroad contractor, and 
to one of his railroad camps he was sent in charge of the 
superintendent and his wife. To be sure his early employ
ment was rudimentary and his remuneration was slender; 
he carried water to an Italian crew that was digging 
ditches and received therefor the princely sum of fifty 
cents a day and his board. 

Such was the pride which young Motley took in the 
earning of his own living that, when 'he entered the 
Minneapolis high school at the age of thirteen, he had 
firmly decided to be financially independent and to ob
tain his subsequent education without calling upon his 
family for assistance. Among his meager assets was a 
saddle horse. He scraped together ten dollars and pur
chased an old spring wagon; he repaired an old harness 
and with this much of capital equipment he started a dray 
line, doing odd jobs of hauling in the section of the city 
in which he lived. Business grew during the four-year 
period while he was in the high school and soon it became 
necessary to employ two other boys, at which time the 
business was yielding a profit of about forty-five dollars 
a month. In June of 1917 he was graduated from high 
school, ranking among the first ten of his class scholas-
tically. In the fall of 1917 he entered the University of 
Minnesota. The next spring a bitter disappointment be
fell him when he was refused, on account of his youth, 
as a private in the United States Army. Effort to secure 

[ Ϊ 3 2 ] 



Pour General Secretaries 
the permission of his parents failed for the reason that 
one of his brothers was already overseas in the air serv

ice. Nothing daunted, however, the young freshman 
that summer went to work for the Great Northern Rail
road, first as a brakeman and later as a machinist's helper 
at Fridley, Minnesota. 

No sooner had the 22d of August come, his eighteenth 
birthday, than he again attempted to enlist and was this 
time accepted for limited service and stationed in St. 
Paul as a part of the organization for inducting men 
into the service. Upon the conclusion of the war he was 
discharged and, having missed the first three months of 
college, he decided to go into the woods for the winter. 
Life in a logging camp occupied him until the following 
March, when the company went bankrupt and left him to 
get out of the woods as best he could, wageless for the 
winter. Then mining took his attention and here, too, he 
stuck longer than did the job, for a strike at the ore docks 
at Ashland, Wisconsin, shut down the operations of his 
company. Work in a clay pit at Detroit, Minnesota, 
occupied him until college opened in September, 1919. 

He returned to the University of Minnesota as a 
sophomore with sufficient money to carry him through the 
first semester. The needs of the second semester were 
met by Motley's becoming a night watchman in a lumber 
yard. The assumption is that he must have slept on his 
watch or dozed his way through his college course·, but 
in any event he persuaded the faculty to grant him a Phi 
Beta Kappa key on the conclusion of his college course. 

Summer vacations of the latter part of his course were 
no less picturesque than had been his employment earlier 
in life. One summer he operated a box-car camp on the 
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Chicago & Northwestern Railroad near Springfield, Min
nesota—this experience he comments upon as having 
been very profitable. Another summer saw him a steam 
engineer in a pumping station, and later that same vaca
tion he took to the road in a battered Ford coupe selling 
brushes, a period which he characterizes as "rich in expe
rience but lean in profits." That fall at the University a 
fortunate scholarship in the political science department 
made up in part for the absence of ready funds; and the 
position as dramatic coach furnished him with sufficient 
revenue to care for living and incidental expenses. 

Motley's activity in college was directly, or indirectly 
at least, the means of his entrance into Zeta Psi. As a 
matter of fact he had been pledged to two other societies 
earlier in his college career, but had, fortunately in both 
cases, discovered in ample time that he was on the point of 
affiliating himself with a group with which he could have 
had nothing in common. It was not until the spring of his 
sophomore year that the Zeta Psi Fraternity discovered in 
him the potential genius which has since, with such singu
lar power and wisdom, been evidenced through the secre
tary's office to the Fraternity as a whole. By the spring of 
his sophomore year Motley had won considerable promi
nence in college, especially in dramatic work. He had 
had the leading roles in several campus productions and 
by the end of his sophomore year was elected president 
of the Players' Club, a position usually reserved for some 
dignified senior. In his junior year he became a class offi
cer, an officer in the chapter, then chairman of the home
coming entertainment at the University. In his senior 
year he was made vice-president of his class and took 
second prize in the oratorical contest, was chairman of 
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the senior week activities, directed and produced the 
senior class play, Gilbert and Sullivan's "Trial by Jury»1' 
was head of the chapter, and with all these varied activi
ties found time to graduate with the first ten of his class. 

Immediately upon his graduation Motley left for the 
Zeta Psi Convention at Swampscott and was there made 
assistant secretary under C. A. Lydecker. He succeeded 
to the secretaryship in 1923, and for four years served 
the Fraternity with that measure of inspired leadership 
and challenging initiative which is familiar to most of 
those who read these lines. 

With his retirement in the spring of 1927 there came 
a trip to Europe, with special attention to the healing 
waters of Carlsbad, in the hope that they might lubricate 
some of the bearings which Motley's prodigal expendi
ture of nervous energy had pretty nearly burned out; for 
in addition to doing his work as general secretary he had, 
for a year or two, been studying law at the Columbia 
University night school. He did not follow the legal 
profession, however, but entered the advertising business 
as a representative of the Crowell Publishing Company, 
that organization which is close to Zeta Psi because of 
other illustrious members of the Fraternity who have 
been associated there, especially the late Brother Charles 
C. Hommann and Brother Lee Brantley. 

"Red" carried into his new work that same enthusiasm 
which marked his connection with Zeta Psi, and is now 
located in Detroit, in charge of the local office of the 
Crowell Publishing Company. 

In September, 1928, matrimony loomed before him and 
into this field "Red" stepped with that same pep and 
dash which always characterizes his movements. He mar-
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ried Helene Bishop, and they now boast of one daughter, 

Yvonne. 
In his efforts for the Zeta Psi Fraternity of North 

America, what will be placed to the credit of Brother 
Motley when the recording angel casts up the final ac
count and brings down the final balance? First of all it 
will be recorded that he swept back and forth across the 
continent like a fiery comet, leaving behind him an incan
descent trail of stimulus and inspiration. After he had 
visited a chapter the boys knew that some one had been 
there. He was Demosthenes and Machiavelli rolled into 
one—as eloquent as the former and as cleverly diplo
matic as the latter; or, if you prefer less elevated diction, 
he was both smooth and talkative. 

To leave with the chapters visited a conviction of sin 
and the spirit of conversion is quite enough for any 
general secretary to have done. But Brother Motley did 
more. The three outstanding events of his administration 
were the saving of the Beta, the begetting of the Sigma 
Zeta and the Sigma Epsilon, and the conception and the 
bringing to a reality of a Fraternity History—if this 
modest Story of Zeta Psi be deemed worthy of recog
nition. 

The tale of how the Beta Chapter at the University of 
Virginia was saved is recorded at sufficient length in 
Chapter XXX of this volume, but here let it be under
stood that the saving of the Beta was more than its finan
cial rescue; it was regeneration from within, and this 
Brother Motley accomplished by repeated visits to the 
Chapter and by weeks spent in directing and exhorting 
the brothers. No one but Arthur H. Motley could have 
undertaken a general fraternity campaign to rehabilitate 
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the finances of one remote chapter, but he did it and he 
"got away with it." One of the finest chapters of the 
Fraternity, at home in one of the most beautiful chapter 
houses in America, is today his best monument—though 
it must not be forgotten what loyal and devoted Ellis 
Ames Ballard did for the Virginians. 

It is to be doubted if anything short of the contagious 
optimism which is characteristic of Brother Motley could 
have induced a conservative fraternity like Zeta Psi to 
establish chapters in young, untried, remote, and strug
gling educational institutions like those at Vancouver and 
Los Angeles. In the case of each, its traditional past was 
all ahead of it. In the case of each, only an inspired 
prophet could determine what the future would bring 
forth. In the case of each, Motley was the inspired 
prophet, and two fine chapters of the Fraternity are the 
result. Both the Sigma Zeta and the Sigma Epsilon are 
at present, though so young, worthy of their place in the 
Zeta Psi constellation, and their potential strength Is that 
of young giants. 

The immediate parental responsibility for the Sigma 
Zeta must be attributed to Brother B. J. Bradner, Xi 'gS, 
president of the Los Angeles Alumni Association; Jack 
Cooper, Mn '04, then a national trustee, and John W. 
Procter, Iota 'Q8, then Chi Phi Alpha for the Pacific 
Coast and later Phi Alpha of the Fraternity. At a meet
ing of the trustees at the home of Brother Ballard in 
Philadelphia on April 25, 1924, the trustees were unani
mously converted by the eloquence of Brothers Procter 
and Motley, and later a unanimous vote of the chapters 
made possible the installation of the Sigma Zeta at the 
Iota Chapter house the following September. 
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It was at the 1925 Convention that the possibility of 

first going into British Columbia was brought up under 
the head of new business, at which time it was unani
mously voted to place in the hands of the International 
Board of Trustees the power to grant a charter to a suit
able group at the University of British Columbia. On the 
floor of the convention Motley was the eloquent spokes
man for the granting of this plenary power. The charter 
was granted on December 11, 1925, to the local society 
Phi Lambda Rho, and the formal installation took place 
on January 9, 1926. In the cases of both the Sigma Zeta 
and the Sigma Epsilon, Zeta Psi was again the pioneer 
fraternity in these respective institutions. 

Brother Motley has always been an earnest speaker, in 
season and out of season, for insistence by the Grand 
Chapter upon an honest interpretation by all Zetes every
where of their moral and financial responsibilities to the 
Fraternity, He has insisted that derelict Elders should 
be disciplined, and that recalcitrant "actives" should be 
punished. There is no doubt that his stand has tended 
materially to increase respect for the central organization 
and for the Fraternity as a whole. He has furthermore 
resolutely preached the necessity for a greater interest in 
scholarship on the part of all undergraduates, and has 
been insistent that chapter finances be kept in scrupulous 
order. 

When Brother Motley became general secretary in 
1923, Brother N. C. McElroy, Sigma '23, was named 
assistant secretary, an office which he continued to fill 
until the following March. In the summer of 1924 his 
place was taken by the efficient Harry B. Carpenter, Delta 
'24., who ably edited The Circle and carried on the work 
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of the Central Office until 1926, when he resigned to go 
into business and was succeeded by Charles S. Bradeen, 
Lambda '26. 

CHARLES S. BRADEEN 

The fifth general secretary of the Fraternity claims 
Connecticut as his native state and Maine as the state of 
his adoption. The former furnished his birthplace and 
the latter his college. 

Charles S. Bradeen was born on February 18, 1905, at 
Essex, Connecticut, the first one of a family of three 
boys. His father, Frederick B. Bradeen, Chi 'g7, pointed 
his son's way toward the state which should give him his 
education and toward the fraternity which should give 
him his inspiration. It was to Bowdoin, however, that the 
son went, not to Colby. 

Bradeen's preparation for college was achieved in the 
Pratt High School at Essex and in Phillips Academy, 
Andover, where he spent two years. During his period 
at Andover, Bradeen was a member of the musical clubs 
and was also a high-stand man. He received the prize 
from the Massachusetts society of the Sons of the Ameri
can Revolution for excellence in the study of United 
States history, and won a prize of fifty dollars in a com
petitive examination in the same subject. 

In the fall of 1922 he entered Bowdoin College and 
immediately showed his regard for parental counsel by 
accepting a bid from the Lambda Chapter and becoming 
a member of Zeta Psi. The remarkable thing about Bra
deen's college course was the evidence which it showed 
of the all-round development of the man. H e exhibited 
that rare instance of one whose career in extra-curriculum 
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activities did not preclude a high stand in scholarship. At 
the very beginning of his freshman year the activities of 
the carrtpus seized upon his eager imagination and he 
began work upon the competition for the assistant track 
managership. This competition he won. During his 
sophomore year the manager of track was obliged to 
drop outside activities because of low scholastic standing, 
and as a result Bradeen became manager of this major 
sport in his sophomore year. In this year he was made 
president of the honorary sophomore society of Phi Chi. 

During his junior year, as the result of his track man
agership! he became secretary of the Maine Track and 
Field Association, and president of the New England 
Intercollegiate Athletic Association. At the end of this 
year, alio because of his high stand in scholarship, he was 
elected to Phi Beta Kappa. 

In his senior year Brother Bradeen was made a member 
of "Owls" a n d of "Ibis," the senior honorary societies. 
He delivered the closing address at the class day exer
cises, and was winner of the Class of 1868 prize-speaking 
contest. His brilliant scholarship achieved for him an 
appointment as assistant in the department of history and 
membership in the Classical Club, and finally a gradua
tion from Bowdoin magna cum laude, with the rank of 
second >n his class. 

Immediately following commencement in June of 
1926, Bradeen left for the Zeta Psi Convention at Spring 
Lake, N· J·, and received his appointment as assistant 
secretary of the Fraternity. One year later he was made 
general secretary. 

Brother Bradeen, at the beginning of his labors, could 
hardly have been more handicapped than he was. Under 
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Brother Motley the office of general secretary had grown 
into an executive position of tremendous force and effec
tiveness. The previous general secretaries had, in almost 
every case, been presented with fallow ground which they 
could deal with largely as they chose. Brother Motley's 
effective forcefulness had crystallized the position into 
one which was bound to be both the inspiration and the 
despair of his successor. 

The problems which confronted the new Secretary 
were two-fold. As a result of the energetic activities of 
his predecessor large sums of money had been pledged 
for various purposes. The preceding six years had wit
nessed the purchasing or building of no less than six 
chapter houses; in some of these instances the Central 
Office had been called upon actually to raise the funds. 
The money had been spent; it remained for the incoming 
Secretary to collect the unpaid pledges—the only source 
from which the Fraternity could draw for reimbursement. 
Then too the Student Aid Fund, which had remained 
practically stationary at several hundreds of dollars, was 
rapidly expanded to several thousands, most of it in 
pledges which required constant and diplomatic follow
ing to insure collection. And finally, the outgoing Secre
tary had devoted the last four months of his term in 
adding almost $30,000 to the Endowment Fund. Only 
a small part of this amount was in cash, the rest in 
pledges. 

Such then was the extent of the financial problem with 
which Brother Bradeen was faced on taking up his office. 
The rapid financial expansion of various phases of the 
Fraternity's activities had left the treasury in strait
ened condition. Although further expansion was impera-
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tive, the liabilities already existing had to be taken care 
of first. Charles Bradeen took care of them. Not satis
fied, however, with consolidating the positions already 
taken, he moved on to new enterprises. There was the 
matter of a new house for the Lambda Chapter. The 
problem had been the despair of previous Secretaries. 
Brother Motley has thus described the way in which 
Bradeen came to the aid of his old chapter: "He took 
this hard nut and cracked it to the tune of a beautiful 
$80,000 home—using a nut-cracker, one jaw of which 
was "Wendell McKown, Lambda 'g8, the other Harry 
Oakes, Lambda 'go—Bradeen applying the pressure." 
Under his incumbency, too, the new house of the Phi 
Lambda was furnished, and a building site financed for 
the Sigma Epsilon. Five other chapters began to talk 
seriously about new houses, and in some instances cam
paigns were actually set in motion. 

So much for Brother Bradeen's brilliant handling of 
the finances of the Fraternity, an accomplishment all the 
more astounding because the work was conducted by a 
young man who had spent the previous four years of his 
life winning academic honors. But he was not content 
merely to catch up with Brother Motley's ambitious 
financial program; he had visions of his own, and pro
ceeded to make them realities. In his rounds of the Chap
ters and through his editorials in The Circle he dwelt 
unceasingly on the necessity for raising the general schol
arship average of the Fraternity. When the figures of 
the Interfraternity Council were published for the year 
1926-1927, Zeta Psi stood second among the old line 
fraternities founded before 1850; the following year 
Bradeen's dream was more nearly realized when the 
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Fraternity moved into first place among this group. But 
he was not content. The individual chapters which had 
been derelict in the matter of scholarship were made to 
see the light, and as a result, at least twelve of these 
chapters jumped from positions of obscurity to among 
the leaders in scholarship on their respective campuses. 
With this improvement came the inevitable concomitant 
—a general increase in the morale of those chapters. 

Other matters, too, claimed his attention, as he looked 
toward the future. He foresaw that the Fraternity was 
not performing its full measure of service either to the 
individual or to the college. Under his leadership was 
planted the germ of the Revitalization Program which 
has been carried on so brilliantly by his successor. T o 
crystallize the sentiment which must be behind so broad 
a movement, he carried to fruition Brother Motley's 
dream of The Story of Zeta Psi; to hundreds of elders 
all over the continent he dispatched letters asking for 
information regarding the past history of their chapters; 
with the help of Brother Phillips Wyman the book was 
seen through the press and was paid for. The first step 
toward the revitalization of Zeta Psi became a reality. 

By 1929 he felt that his work, so well begun, could be 
entrusted to other hands. The world of business inevi
tably claimed him. Among the many warm friends he 
had won for himself was the late Brother Herbert 
Walker, Alpha Psi '12, and to Montreal Brother Bra-
deen moved to assist in the work of the Canadian Fair
banks Morse Company. The untimely death of Brother 
Walker added still further to Brother Bradeen's respon
sibilities; now, in the capacity of secretary of the com
pany, he is assuring himself of a brilliant future. But 
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even more important to Zeta Psi is the fact that in his 
extensive travels throughout the Dominion he is keeping 
in close touch with the active chapters and. the elders 
there, paving the way for more of the splendid service 
which he has rendered his Fraternity in the past. 

WILLIAM L. BUTCHER, JR. 

The torch passed on by Brother Bradeen fell into the 
willing and able hands of a young man who had seen a 
year's service as Assistant Secretary of the Fraternity. 

William L. Butcher, Jr., was born in Newark, New 
Jersey, on August 31, 1906. He could have received no 
better training for the work which he was later to under
take. His father, whose untimely death in 1931, at the 
age of 47, cut short a brilliant career, was one of the 
leading social workers and boy psychologists in the coun
try. A man of broad sympathies and sterling character, 
he profoundly influenced the life of his son. The father's 
work, chiefly among the boys of New York and Brooklyn 
(whither the family moved in 1907), gave him a keen 
insight into the problems of his own son, a labor of love 
which bore rich fruit in "Bill's" subsequent school and 
college careers. 

Brother Butcher received his early education at Trin
ity School, in New York City, and at Poly Prep in 
Brooklyn. Here it was, to use Bill's own words, that 
"Brother Tuttle succeeded in his Herculean task of satu
rating the present General Secretary with sufficient Latin 
to enable him to enter Williams" in the fall of 1924. 
Here, only a few weeks after his arrival, Zeta Psi claimed 
him for her own. The association became a brilliant one 
for both. During his four years at Williams some of the 
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college's highest honors came his way, and in his senior 
year, as Phi, he evidenced the tact, aggressiveness, and 
vision which the following year brought him to New York 
as assistant to Brother Bradeen. For his activity as 
captain of the Swimming Team (breaking New England's 
record for the 440-yard swim), manager of the golf 
team, member of the Interfraternity Council and All 
Campus Council, member of the football team, organizer 
and president of the Williams Forum, Boys' Work leader 
in the Williams Christian Association, and winner of the 
Prince Cup, the undergraduates elected him to Gargoyle, 
the highest honor within the gift of the college. 

To the position of General Secretary of Zeta Psi 
Brother Butcher has brought the prime requisites of 
success—a winning personality, a gift for making himself 
liked by young and old, extraordinary diligence and effi
ciency, and, above all, a vision of greater things for Zeta 
Psi. One of his first material accomplishments was his 
aid in financing a new $60,000 addition to the house of 
his own Zeta chapter. Plans are under way for new 
houses for other chapters. But his greatest foresight has 
been directed toward the welfare of the Fraternity as a 
whole: he has founded a Vocational Bureau where Zetes 
who need positions and other Zetes who have positions 
to offer may find mutually pleasing and helpful associa
tions; greatest of all, he has carried forward the Revital-
izatton Program to the point where, at the Convention 
at Watch Hill in 1931, the Grand Chapter voted to estab
lish Elder Chapters throughout the Fraternity. This link 
between actives and elders, so long needed, promises to 
be one of the most significant moves which Zeta Psi has 
made since the establishing of the Central Office. The 
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bond between the brothers becomes closer; Zeta Psi again 
goes pioneering in the world of fraternities. The "Vision 
of Bill Comstock" is attaining proportions which a few 
years ago the Fraternity did not dare to dream of. 
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CHAPTER XII I 

The Heart of the Fraternity 

TH E heart of the Zeta Psi Fraternity of North Amer
ica beats, and it beats strongly, at 31 East Thirty-

ninth Street, New York. Here is the Zeta Psi Club—The 
Zeta Psi Club of New York when the property was first 
purchased—now the Zeta Psi Club of North America. 
It is the gathering place of brothers from all over the 
world, the headquarters of the international fraternity, 
the central office if you please; and it is the spot which 
has finally afforded a home for the national archives, 
which for years used to dwell where the Delta Alpha 
lived, no matter how remote or inaccessible that spot. A 
brief history of the Club becomes, therefore, an impor
tant part of this book for the very reason that it is, after 
all, not simply a club but something bigger and more 
important. Nevertheless, it grew out of the club idea, 
which had been fermenting in the minds of loyal New 
York Zetes for more than thirty-five years. The club 
idea in turn grew out of an organization known as the 
Central Association of Zeta Psi, with headquarters in 
New York. This association was founded by a committee 
of loyal Zetes in 1879 with Albert H. Gallatin, Phi '$g, 
as chairman. H e conceived the association and carried it 
through, largely to promote the good fellowship of the 
Fraternity in the form of annual dinners or more formal 
banquets; and many a yellowed old banquet program in 
the archives bears testimony to the warmth of Zeta Psi 
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as expressed in the Central Association brotherhood. 

The first Zeta Psi Club of New York was organized in 
1882 and had its first headquarters at 8 West Twenty-
ninth Street. One of the interesting documents now 
hanging upon the walls of the present New York Club 
is an early appeal for membership, dated New York, 
October, 1882, and signed by the following committee: 
Robert P. Lee, Delta '55; Augustus Van Wyck, Upsilon 
'64; Francis Lawton, Jr., Epsilon '69; William A. W. 
Stewart, Omega '70; Gideon Lee Stout, Delta '59; 
George M. Van Hosen, Phi '52; George R. Wood, Sigma 
'57; H . W. Bookstaver, Delta '59; William T. Bull, Rho 
'69; Satterlee Arnold, Pi '66; and Walter G. Eliot, Alpha 
'78, secretary. Through 1883 the organization was busily 
at the task of obtaining signatures, Max Schwerin, Theta 
'70, being especially active in the work. It is evident, 
however, that the zeal of the promoters waned and that 
the Club was allowed to lapse. 

Another step to form a national Zeta Psi Club with 
headquarters in the city of New York was taken on the 
evening of March 6th, 1886, at a dinner of the Central 
Association. Great zeal and generosity were displayed by 
the diners, and liberal subscriptions were made. By April 
15, 1886, the Club was pleasantly located at 24 East 
Thirty-fifth Street, and the modest beginnings were made 
of an institution which was to last for many years, 
although its existence was intermittent and its vicissitudes 
were many. In 1889 ^ nacl moved back to 8 West 
Twenty-ninth Street, and still later took up headquarters 
at 45 West Thirty-second Street. In 1895 we find it at 
148 West Thirty-fourth Street. From this last address 
the Club gradually faded out of the picture. 
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An interesting letter in the archives is a circular pre

pared at the Club on Thirty-fourth Street under date of 

September i , 1897, and addressed to prospective mem

bers. I t is one of the most interesting documents which 

the archives afford. I t tells briefly of the several efforts 

to form a club in New York and enumerates with r a r e 

insight the difficulties that were at tendant upon its early 

efforts. 

Why, this document asks, "was it so difficult for Zeta Psi to 
do what Alpha Delta Phi and Psi Upsilon were doing so suc
cessfully in New York? There was good reason to believe that 
the loyalty and brotherly feeling existing throughout Zeta Psi 
was not equalled in any other fraternity." 

T h e answer eventually reached was tha t Zeta Psi was 

territorially one of the most scattered of the fraterni t ies; 

hence there was no strong body of graduates from any 

one great chapter or neighborhood of chapters, centered 

at one point, to afford a ready nucleus for a club. T h e 

adjacent chapters of Zeta Psi were many of them small 

in membership and a number of them had been but 

recently reestablished after a period of inactivity. 

"Another difficulty," said the writer of this pamphlet, "was 
that the men deeply interested in a club being few, the offices were 
of necessity filled in part with young and untried men. . . . and 
many early mistakes were made in consequence which might 
otherwise have been avoided. Furthermore, the ordinary vicissi
tudes of young clubs had to be met, and the need of care and 
oversight, of a steady outlay of money, of the assumption of 
responsibility and other discouraging circumstances, shook out 
some of the noisiest supporters as soon as the strain of continuous 
existence came upon it; and of those remaining, while all were 
genuine in their zeal, some lacked the judgment, some the courage, 
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some the personal ability and some the money, which would enable 
them to hold up their end of such an enterprise. The usual 
jealousies and antagonisms arose. This man thought too much 
was spent for furnishings and finery; that one that the Club was 
kept too simply; today it was too good in the opinion of the gay 
and sportive; tomorrow it was too bad in the eyes of the unco-
gvid, 

"In spite of these obstacles, which we have endeavored to indi
cate, the faithful have gathered around the Club, one by one, 
and stuck to it; all difficulties have been met and conquered, and 
it has slowly improved. The character and influence of the 
Club is good. It is attended to with promptness and diligence. 
It has never been allowed to get into debt, and for over eleven 
years has been a place where Zeta Psis have gathered and thought 
and planned for the general welfare of the Fraternity, making a 
home for many brothers working alone and homeless in this great 
city; a place of kindness and of help for them, ever moving higher 
and higher, and exercising a better influence upon the individual 
Zetes whom it had reached, and also furnishing financial support 
and wise counsel to the conventions, and backing and sustaining 
the Board of Patriarchs and the conventions in the general guid
ance of the Fraternity. 

"The alumni of the Fraternity are a solid and responsible set 
of men, of especial social polish, bound and tied into one by life
long associations and friendships linking into each other and 
permeating the entire body. This Club represents the tendency 
and desire to increase and strengthen the family feeling through
out this great brotherhood, and it has already had much success 
in this direction. 

"The recent semicentennial celebration, with its two great din
ners, the largest ever given at the St. Denis or at Delmonico's, 
the constant application to the Fraternity for chapters, the com
fortably filled treasury, the increasing pride and interest of all 
the brothers in Zeta Psi, may be looked upon as largely the work 
of the Zeta Psi Club. And the gentlemen interested in the Club 
feel that they are now justified in pointing to it with pride as 
having weathered the storms of its early days, and in presenting 
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it to the alumni of the Fraternity as a most useful and interesting 
enterprise." 

This presentation of the claims of the Club was in
tended to increase the membership and doubtless it had 
that immediate effect. But again "the strain of continu
ous existence came upon it" and finally it disappeared 
altogether. At last, in the spring of 1919, that most fer
vent and devoted of all the lovers of the Fraternity, 
Henry T. Thomas, Omega '64, past Phi Alpha and the 
only honorary trustee for life of the Fraternity, laid the 
foundations of a new club by securing one hundred resi
dent members. Search for quarters was immediately 
begun, and finally a brown-stone house at 25 East Thirty-
ninth Street, in the heart of the clubhouse district, was 
decided upon. Immediate support was offered to the 
Club by the Board of Trustees, who leased a portion of 
the first floor as headquarters for the Central Office and 
removed to the new address in June, 1919. Here the 
Club remained for three years, and the original hundred 
saw their number trebled. The very fact that the Club 
had become the international headquarters of the Frater
nity lent it a prestige which none of its predecessors had 
enjoyed. The Club soon outgrew its quarters. Through 
the winter and spring of 1922, negotiations were under 
way for the purchase of the property at 31 East Thirty-
ninth Street, just four doors east of the building then 
occupied. In The Circle of April, 1922, the purchase of 
the property was announced and some of the plans for its 
improvement were set forth. The property was pur
chased at an initial outlay of $93,000, to which sum was 
added in improvements an additional $20,000. This 
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money was secured by the issuance of first and second 
mortgage bonds and by cash contributions. 

It is testimony to the spirit of Zeta Psi that the cost 
of the new Club was underwritten within a surprisingly 
short time. No less surprising was the rapidity with which 
the membership increased. Between 1922 and 1924 the 
three hundred members had become nearly eight hun
dred, about half of whom were non-resident. At the pres
ent time the membership is well over eight hundred and 
the success of the Club is more than assured. To give the 
names of all those who have contributed liberally to the 
Club, both of time and money, would be impossible. Much 
of the original work of organization was done by Brother 
Henry T. Thomas. The man to whom the Fraternity is 
lastingly indebted for the expression of exquisite taste 
in much of the interior decoration is Brother Julius Greg
ory, Iota, 'gj. The man, however, to whom the Club 
is in reality a monument is Brother Albert Buchman, 
Psi 'jg. This quiet, lovable man, whose life has been 
spent in the atmosphere of Zeta Psi, saw the opportunity 
on Thirty-ninth Street and brought the opportunity to a 
realization. The opportunity was a beautiful six-story 
building and the only difficulty in the way of embracing 
it was an empty fisc. But Brother Buchman was at the 
fore when it came to raising the necessary cash to pay 
down and to take title, and even then his work had hardly 
begun. H e worked upon the interior of the building with 
Brother Gregory, and we now have as a result a club 
admirably equipped for both comfort and service. The 
lounging room on the first floor is delightfully inviting. 
The dining rooms at the rear are in every way adequate. 
The library on the second floor has a richness and quiet 
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dignity which make it easily the outstanding room of the 
house. Rooms for the accommodation of both resident 
members and transient guests are homelike and clean. 

From an English basement entrance on the ground 
floor, one enters the office of the General Secretary and 
his assistants, now six in number. In the sub-basement 
there is one of the most important rooms in the world, 
as far as Zeta Psi is concerned. Here is a large fireproof 
and burglarproof vault, which protects the archives of 
the Fraternity. Ranged about the wall are steel filing 
cabinets. In the center of the small room are table and 
chairs. Here, under proper auspices, one may, if he be 
a loyal and interested Zete, spend fascinating hours in 
peering into the past from old correspondence, faded and 
worm-eaten old minute books, old banquet programs, and 
Grand Chapter minutes. There are books and booklets 
and files without number. Of the interesting things in 
the archives this chapter should deal briefly with at least 
three, the constitution, the badge and the ritual, and a 
few items of general interest. 

It should in the first place be noted that for years 
there was no regularly appointed archivist. Such valuable 
papers as accumulated in the individual chapters belonged 
to them and by them were lost or preserved, as chance 
might indicate. In 1884 a national archivist was ap
pointed and historical matter long scattered was collected. 
Here the work of Brother A. C. Aubrey, Phi '6j was in
valuable. In 1895 there came into office as Delta Alpha, 
specially charged with the task of collecting and preserv
ing the documents and papers relating to the Fraternity 
as a whole, Israel Coriell Pierson, Phi '65. Elsewhere 
in this volume there has been borne testimony to the 
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debt which Zeta Psi owes to Brother Pierson. Just as 
the present Zeta Psi Club is Brother Buchman's monu
ment, so are the present archives of the Zeta Psi Fra
ternity the monument to Brother Pierson. Under his 
loving care there grew up a corpus of valuable material 
relating to the Fraternity, and eventually this was stored 
with one of the New York safe deposit companies. Upon 
Brother Pierson's death in 1908, Brother William A. 
Comstock, Xi 'gg, succeeded him in office. Brother Com-
stock's labors, however, were chiefly devoted to the up
building of the Central Office. He resigned in 1912, and 
in that year was succeeded by a man unique in our Fra
ternity history, Brother Herbert M. Waldron, Delta '93. 
"Hub" Waldron, as he is familiarly called, is known to 
many, and those who know him love him. The pains
taking fidelity with which he undertook the care of the 
archives is revealed over and over again to anyone who 
makes a study of the Fraternity memorabilia. Charac
teristic of him and of his method are seven small pam
phlets which the present writer has before him as he pens 
these words. They are little yellow-bound transcripts of 
the long-hand written minutes of the Grand Chapter 
Conventions from 1853 to 1858. To one of these is ap
pended "copy made October 11, 1894, by—" and then 
the signatures, "H . M. Waldron, Delta 'gs, and H. G. 
Cooke, Delta '98." Subsequent copies were made on the 
13th, the 16th, the 22d, and November 3d. It takes not 
much imagination to picture the young graduate just a 
year out of college, with his freshman assistant, working 
day after day on this laborious job of transcription. 
When Herbert M. Waldron became Delta Alpha of the 
Fraternity he took charge of many a document which he 
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as a boy had either copied or collated for the archives. 
Great was the measure of his loyal devotion and deep is 
the measure of praise and gratitude that is accorded him. 
Brother Waldron's retirement as Delta Alpha in 1924 
was received with general regret. He was succeeded for 
a three-year term by Howard Bement, Xi 'Q6, who was 
in turn succeeded by Brother Herbert C. Bell, Lambda 
Ρ si Ίο, professor of English at Wesleyan University, 
the present incumbent. 

A glance about the vault reveals first numberless moth-
eaten old volumes of varying sizes and shapes. Here 
are copies of all the Zeta Psi publications, of many chap
ter publications, song books, catalogues, pamphlets, vol
umes of banquet menus and Grand Chapter programs, 
volumes of Grand Chapter minutes and many other vol
umes and pamphlets relating to Fraternity life and his
tory. The files themselves reveal drawer after drawer 
of old letters, ancient documents, papers valuable and 
papers trivial, in a kind of cheek-by-jowl intimacy, poor 
relations basking in the benevolent aura of their aristo
cratic cousins. 

Every reader of this volume should at some time or 
other go through the files having to do with the begin
nings and the growth of the Fraternity constitution. How 
feeble an organization that was which originally bound 
us together may be indicated by the fact that for years the 
cohesion of the Fraternity was of the loosest. From the 
little nucleus of the founders, the Fraternity had grown 
rapidly and there was not a correspondingly rapid im
provement in the original methods of procedure. As a 
later author put it: "Its only organic activity was still the 
annual convention of undergraduates consisting of forty 
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or fifty delegates, chosen from their own number by a 
few of the youngest and most inexperienced men of the 
Fraternity. These delegates rushing together from all 
quarters of the country would, in one or two days' time, 
and in a couple of sessions of perhaps three hours each, 
mingled with festivities, hastily legislate upon and dis
pose of the interests of the great Fraternity, It would 
naturally be expected that such methods would produce 
mixed results and dissatisfaction on the part of the wise 
and experienced element of the Fraternity; and that 
after graduation many of the most loyal members would 
gradually become discouraged with the waste of time and 
money involved in acting in Fraternity business, and one 
by one give up attending the conventions, and substitute 
loyalty to chapter or clique of Brothers for zeal for the 
general interests of the Fraternity." 

I t was this looseness of organization which prompted 
the gradual growth of the written constitution of Zeta 
Psi. More and more there came to be realized the fact 
which Brother Comstock saw so clearly in 1908: that 
instead of general loyalty there was particular loyalty; 
instead of love for Zeta Psi there was love for the Xi, or 
the Eta, or the Phi. One picks up with reverence, never
theless, the slender little pamphlet that contains the earli
est known record of the fundamental law of Zeta Psi. 
The binding power of this document was feeble enough, 
and still more feeble was the executive authority that 
gave it force and effect. From the Xi archives, as an illus
tration, may be drawn a report of the Chapter for 1863-
1864, signed by Benjamin F. Stage, Lewis S. Pilcher, and 
N. Payne Cochran» Committee. The bitterness of com
plaint uttered in this document is but typical of the time 
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and shows the weakness and the ineffectiveness of the 

national organization; 

But now our high aspirations are checked. Last March we 
received a notice from the light in the East that we were to be 
inducted into the new forms and customs agreed upon at the last 
Grand Chapter. The time specified came and went, but still we 
were in the dark—another time was mentioned, hut like its prede
cessor it came and went, again leaving us in darkness as black 
as the Egyptian night. We learned that other chapters had the 
new forms; forms, we were assured, as different from those used 
by us as light differs from darkness; we received letters mention
ing offices of which we were totally ignorant, and any of our 
number going east had no way of making themselves known or 
of being recognized. We had heard nothing for months from 
our missionary, and not knowing whether we were longer regarded 
as genuine members of our much loved Zeta Psi, we passed a 
resolution expressing our feelings on the subject at that time, 
which was transmitted to the Sigma Epsilon and to the several 
chapters. . . . It has seemed to us, cut off as we are from the 
great body of our brotherhood, that heretofore our Grand Officers 
were but nominal positions; given as honors alone, without any 
idea of work attached to them. In support of this position we 
appeal to the past records. Ought this to be so? The state of 
inertia and confusion into which the affairs of the Fraternity have 
fallen, we think, is attributable to this one cause above all others. 

T o give strength to a thing that was weak, Grand 

Chapter after "Grand Chapter appointed committee after 

committee to draw up amendment after amendment to 

both constitution and by-laws. The Newburgh Conven

tion of 1850 did pioneer work in constitution-making. 

T h e document then adopted was the work of a commit

tee, consisting of Brothers Rousse, Hess and Skillman, 

appointed at the first convention held in Williamstown. 

This constitution, with a few amendments, continued in 
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force until 1862, when the convention held in Boston 
adopted a general revision of the constitution which had 
been prepared by Brothers William H. Cooke, Phi '60 
and J. F. Dripps, Phi '63, Amendments were passed 
from time to time, but for twenty-eight years the consti
tution remained substantially unchanged. A second gen
eral revision of the constitution was adopted by the Grand 
Chapter at New York, January, 1890, and the following 
year the committee on the revision of the constitution 
reported a new set of by-laws, which were adopted after 
discussion and amendment. The work of this committee 
was most thorough and painstaking, and remains today a 
monument to the wisdom and ability of the framers of 
our fundamental laws. 

From 1890 on, constitutional amendments were fre
quent. The most important innovation has already been 
dealt with, the establishment of the Committee of Pa
triarchs in 1892. 

With the coming in of the new Central Office, how
ever, need for constitutional change became more fre
quently evident and correspondingly more imperative. In 
1920 and 1921 a committee consisting of Brothers Henry 
T. Thomas, Herbert M. Waldron and Chester A. Ly-
decker went exhaustively into the subject of constitutional 
amendments and revision of by-laws, with the result that 
we have today two comprehensive documents well fitted 
to cover the needs both temporal and spiritual of an 
organization which is bound together more closely by the 
spirit of brotherhood than by any legal bond; and yet 
the bond is necessary and our constitution is an admirable 
document. If one were to summarize in a brief sentence 
the progressive steps in constitution-making which the 
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Fraternity has taken, he would speak first of the impor
tance of the document passed at the convention of i860 , 
of the constitutional amendment which in 1892 brought 
into being the Committee of Patriarchs, and of the con
stitutional amendment which in 1909 gave us a Central 
Office and an effective board of trustees. By such steps 
have we gradually arrived at the loyal and efficient organ
ization that makes Zeta Psi what it now is. 

Another interesting file in the archives is one entitled 
" T h e Badge—Some notes on its origin and composition." 
The document is dated October 2, 1914, and there a re 
attached to it excerpts from the correspondence and 
Grand Chapter minutes dating back to 1850. From the 
notes and minutes referred to, it is evident that the official 
badge of the Fraternity was adopted as early as 1850 and 
that it has remained practically unchanged to this time. 
T h e writer of the notes in question says: 

The first badge as adopted by the Phi Chapter seems to have 
consisted only of a monogram of the letters Zeta and Psi. The 
second Grand Chapter held at New-burgh, Ν. Υ., August 22, 
1850, added the "A" and the "O." The present form with 
jewels possibly arose at the Zeta Chapter. At any rate the official 
badge as it now appears dates from the third Grand Chapter, 
held at New Brunswick, N. J., August 6, 1851. At that time 
the badge of the Zeta Chapter was adopted as the uniform 
badge for all the chapters. At the fourth Grand Chapter, held 
at Poughkeepsie, Ν. Υ., June 22, 1852, it was "Resolved, that 
the Roman fasces be engraved on the right arm of the Psi and 
the star on the left." The matter was then put into the form of 
a by-law and adopted as follows: "The Badge of this Fraternity 
shall be a gold pin formed of the Greek letters Zeta and Psi and 
there shall be engraved upon it a Circle and the Greek letter 
Alpha. It shall be uniform in all the Chapters, presenting the 
same form as that now exhibited by the Epsilon Chapter together 
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with the emblems determined by the Grand Chapter; etc., etc." 

This is the last specific action taken by the Grand Chapter 
upon the form of the badge. The by-law then adopted has re
mained, with little change of wording and no change of mean
ing, one of the by-laws of the Fraternity. It follows therefore 
that the official badge as adopted by the fourth Grand Chapter 
at Poughkeepsie is today the official badge of the Fraternity, and 
that the Grand Chapter alone has authority to change any of its 
essential or significant features. 

All of the characteristics of the badge are fixed by the by-laws 
of the Fraternity or regulated by specific action of the Grand 
Chapter, except the number, kind, and placing of the jewels. 
The only definite mention of jewels that I can find is in the ini
tiation ritual as follows: "It is to remind us of these (speaking 
of the seven symbols) that the pin has seven stones on each bar of 
the Zeta." 

I have many times examined badges made about the time of 
the adoption of the badge. I have also made most careful exam
ination of the archives and records of the Grand and Delta 
Chapters for the period 1850 to 1865. In all cases and as offi
cially represented on seals, stationery, cuts, catalogues, memor
abilia, etc., the badge is always shown as having twenty-one stones 
—seven on each bar of the Zeta. 

The time and attention of the first four Grand Chapters was 
almost entirely devoted to the adoption of constitutions, secret 
signs, symbols, recognition signs, rituals, and matters of like 
nature. In fact, at each of the Grand Chapters which adopted 
the badge, committees on signs and symbols reported and reports 
were adopted. The only later Grand Chapter which might have 
legislated changing any of the signs or symbols shown on the 
badge is that of Boston in 1862. I can find no hint that this 
Grand Chapter changed anything except the names of the officers 
and minor details of the escutcheon. 

All of the details and symbolism of the badge must date from 
the Grand Chapter of 1852 or before. It is not reasonable to 
suppose that the great symbol of the Fraternity was overlooked. 
Every feature must have been carefully considered and a definite 
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meaning assigned to each portion. Neither can I suppose that one 
of the most prominent features, namely the jeweled setting, was 
left in any way indefinite or without some fixed meaning. 

A careful examination will show that the badge covers almost 
every branch of the secret workings of Zeta Psi. We have shown 
the secret name. The mystic circle shows the relation the mem
bers of the Order bear to each other. The fasces show the organ
ization of the Fraternity and the relation of its members to 
the whole Order. The five-pointed star is symbolic of the pass
word and of the basic principles of the Fraternity, the five points 
of Zeta Psi fellowship. . . . The seven stones on each bar stand 
for the seven symbols, with a possible second reference to the 
number of officers. (At the time of the original adoption of the 
badge there were seven officers in the Chapter.) There is only 
one thing left to complete the badge, that is the bond that holds 
the whole Fraternity together»—the motto, Tau Kappa Phi. 
Although I can find no written word and no tradition has come 
down to me, there is no doubt in my mind that the three bars of 
the Zeta, set as they each are with seven stones and gathering 
within their limits every other feature of the badge, refer to the 
motto, Tau Kappa Phi. If this be so, the badge is complete and 
symbolizes every feature of Zeta Psi. It is truly the great symbol 
of the Order. 

As to kind of stones. The old badges were set with jet. No 
reasonable explanation occurs to me why black stones should have 
been selected. The prevalent idea that white stones refer to the 
color of the Fraternity has never received the sanction of the 
Grand Chapter. (The color of the Fraternity was not adopted 
until 1876.) It would be proper for the Grand Chapter to assign 
a specific meaning to the kind of stones. 

Outside of the points I have mentioned, there seems to be no 
possibility for doubt concerning the exact composition of the badge. 
The custom of making badges with a less number of stones than 
twenty-one or with no stones at all and with other than the 
proper emblems on the Psi arose without the Fraternity. Im
proper badges were accepted by the "actives" through ignorance 
and because certain features were not carefully specified in the 
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by-laws. The older badges and official representations always 
showed a setting of twenty-one stones. 

In The Circle of March, 1921, there appeared an 
article on the early existence of Zeta Psi in which refer
ence is made to an old custom long since fallen into disuse. 
It says that as early as '49 the pin was used in conjunc
tion with a badge of velvet, this badge being a strip of 
velvet tied into the form of a knot» the color to be op
tional with each chapter. The Phi Chapter once suggested 
that the badge should consist of a velvet pad or cushion 
about two inches square and surrounded by an appro
priate cord. A red cross was to be attached to the upper 
part of the cushion and the Zeta Psi pin was to be 
attached to the lower part. 

Another interesting file in the archives discloses the 
gradual and sometimes difficult road by which the present 
beautiful ritual of the Fraternity is arrived at. At Wil-
Uamstown in 1849 Brothers Sommers, Woodhull and 
Clute were appointed a "Committee on Signs, Symbols, 
and Ceremonies." In 1849 the Delta Chapter minutes 
reveal that the form of initiation enacted by the com
mittee appointed by the board of delegates "to promote 
a suitable form of initiation" was unanimously accepted. 
In the minutes of the Newburgh Convention of 1850 was 
full reference to a committee on initiation, regalia, and 
constitutional amendments. Here were the beginnings 
of our present ceremonial. To a committee composed of 
Brothers A. C. Aubrey, chairman, Phi '6j; P. P. Sim
mons, Lambda '75; W. H. McElroy, Theta '60, and 
Israel C. Pierson, Phi '6s, the Fraternity doubtless owes 
much of the beauty and solemnity that surround our 
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ritual. This committee was appointed at the Grand Chap

ter meeting of 1882 and its report was submitted to the 

convention held in Boston the next year. One paragraph 

deserves quotation here: 

We condemn, in the strongest possible terms, all acts in an ini
tiation service which only create levity for those witnessing them 
and disgust if not injury to the stranger—such as . . . causing 
him to answer a series of nonsensical questions, singing nursery 
rhymes, or anything of the kind. Our Fraternity was not insti
tuted for such actions and when we were initiated they were 
not in the ritual. How and by what means they found their 
way into the service, if they be there, we care not to be enlight
ened; it is enough for us, having seen and heard them, to con
demn them, and if they are a part of the existing ritual we, as 
the Ritual Committee and as members of the Zeta Psi Fraternity 
which we love and honor, are heartily glad to be able to report 
a ritual at this convention of the Grand Chapter, in which no 
such action or innovations have found a place. We cannot think 
that the meeting rooms of a chapter of the Zeta Psi Fraternity 
were ever intended by the founders of our Society to be a place 
for hazing students. We report our views fully on the subject 
so that at this convention of the Grand Chapter, whether the 
ritual we herewith report be adopted or not, such innovations to 
which we have referred may hereafter forever cease. 

We have endeavored to model a ritual which would be enter
taining and instructive to those who witness the initiation cere
mony as well as pleasing to the stranger upon whom it is conferred 
and who, after he has become a brother Zete, will have nothing 
of an unpleasant nature in the ceremony to remember. 

If the casual visitor to the archives wishes to discover 

an hour's entertainment, let him take up at random one 

of the files that reveal the number and the extent of some 

of the vexatiously petty matters which have occupied the 

mind and attention of Grand Chapters and of restricted 
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groups of individuals. Here is a file in which is set forth 
at great length a claim of Brother Samuel Marsh, Phi 
'6y, for the sum of seven hundred dollars on account of 
funds expended for a Fraternity catalogue. Here is the 
legal-looking document of four closely printed pages set
ting forth the grievance of Brother F. H. Culver against 
Brother Charles B. Everson, the whole on account of a 
misunderstanding regarding the authorization of and 
printing of the Grand Chapter minutes. But these things 
were test forgotten. They serve, however, to reveal how 
pathetically human and frail have been even those who, 
seen through the mist of the past, we regard as young 
men who walked like heroes and old men who sat 
like gods. 
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Zeta Psi in. the Wars—I 

R USKIN'S famous lecture on war, delivered at the 
Royal Military Academy, Woolwich, in 1865, is 

interesting reading today. Like most of Ruskin's work 
it is severely dogmatic; mere opinions are uttered like 
truths, and truths fall from his pen like platitudes. "You 
must have war to produce art," he says; and further, 
"when I tell you that war is the foundation of all the arts, 
I mean also that it is the foundation of all the high vir
tues and faculties of men." 

Convincingly he says: "It is very strange to me to dis
cover this; and very dreadful—but I saw it to be quite 
an undeniable fact. The common notion that peace and 
the virtues of civil life flourished together, I found to be 
Avholly untenable. Peace and the vices of civil life only 
flourish together. We talk of peace and learning, and of 
peace and plenty, and of peace and civilization; but I 
found that those were not the words which the Muse of 
History coupled together: that, on her lips, the words 
were—peace, and sensuality—peace, and selfishness— 
peace, and death. I found, in brief, that all great nations 
learned their truth of word, and strength of thought, in 
war; that they were nourished In war, and wasted by 
peace; taught by war, and deceived by peace; trained by 
war, and betrayed by peace;—in a word, that they were 
born in war, and expired in peace." 

Would Ruskin have amended his thesis had he lived 
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through the mad days of 1914-18? Would his depiction 
of art in Egypt, art in Greece, art in Rome, of medieval 
art and of Victorian art, of all the art he knew—would 
it still have been fundamentally a picture of the military 
virtues and the glory of war? Would he after the mud 
and the vermin of Flanders and France, after the oaths 
and the filth of the trenches, have clung to his theory of 
war and art, and war and the manly virtues? 

Much as we may question Ruskin's thesis, and hotly 
as we may revolt against his dicta, we are compelled to 
admit the sense of pride with which we regard the war
like virtues. No less are other good emotions stirred by 
war-tales that come out of the past,-—tales of generosity, 
of self-sacrifice, of hardships endured with fortitude, and 
of service rendered with sublime thoughtlessness. Some 
of the most treasured memorabilia in the Fraternity ar
chives are old papers whereon are recorded not so much 
feats of arms, as triumphs of heart over mind, of broth
erly sentiment over the bitter schisms of war. A classic 
example of this spirit in Zeta Psi history is that which 
Brother Francis Lawton, Epsilon '6g (Phi Alpha of the 
Fraternity in 1891), has made memorable for us in "The 
Badge of Zeta Psi," a poem set to original music and 
sung in every chapter of the Fraternity. 

Not many brothers who sing this song realize that the 
reference to "Chattanooga's bloody field" is no mere cre
ation of fancy, for it was in this battle that Brother 
Henry R. Schwerin, Theta '63, was severely wounded, 
and as he lay helpless on the field a Confederate officer, 
also a Zeta Psi, in passing spied his badge and saw to it 
that he received the care that probably saved his life. 

This badge was later worn by Henry's younger brother, 
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Max, Theta 'yo (Phi Alpha in 1883). After his death in 
1889 it passed into the hands of his sister, Miss Helen R. 
Schwerin, who, several years later, when asked for a pic
ture of Max for the gallery of Past Phi Alphas, kindly 
offered to hand the badge over to the Fraternity, and it 
was formally presented by Brother Henry T . Thomas, on 
her behalf, at the 1914 Convention in Chicago, and is now 
one of the most cherished possessions in the archives. 

It is interesting to know that it was another brother, 
John Day Smith, Epsilon 'γζ, also in the war and person
ally knowing of the incident, who related it to Brother 
Lawton, of this chapter, so that the poem is not based 
upon surmise, but upon fact, and fortunately we possess 
the sentimental incident in one of the best of many poems 
which celebrate the virtue of Zeta Psi. Here it is: 

THE BADGE OF ZETA PSI 

You ask me why upon this breast 
I wear, tho' bent and gray, 
These ancient characters of gold, 
Gemm'd with the diamond's ray; 
A band of students long ago, 
When life's bright morning shone, 
Gave me this badge, the badge they wore, 
To show their hearts were one. 

CHORUS 

And that is why upon my breast 
I wear, as years go by, 
These ancient characters of gold, 
The badge of Zeta Psi. 
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On Chattanooga's bloody field, 
A pris'ner left to die, 
I saw a chief in Southern gray, 
Deck'd with this badge, march by; 
He nurs'd me, cloth'd me, set me free, 
And when we said "goodbye," 
He silent pointed to the badge, 
And said, "Tau Kappa Phi." 

I saw it on my wedding morn, 
When sunshine fill'd the day, 
It glimmer'd in my little home 
When sorrow dimm'd the way; 
And wheresoe'er I've seen this badge, 
I've always found a friend, 
That welcome sight in grief or joy— 
So be it to the end. 

It is out of the Civil War, of course, that there came 
the earliest of Zeta Psi's war records; and to the Civil 
War are traced some of our most serious losses. There 
was not a chapter of the Fraternity in 1861, North or 
South, that was not decimated; in fact, there was hardly 
a chapter which, during the period of that dark struggle, 
could boast of more than three or four active members. 
Those who remained behind were either too young to 
serve or were physically incompetent. But, in either case, 
they clung to the Fraternity charter as with a kind of 
mortmain, not relinquishing their hold even though the 
thing to which they clung seemed almost dead. The vari
ous chapter histories in this volume treat more in detail 
the losses which each sustained; hut it will be interesting 
to note at this point the fact that the war silenced no 
fewer than six chapters, three of them forever. Directly 
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or indirectly to the Civil War may be traced the decease 
of the chapters at Gettysburg, Dickinson, Dartmouth, the 
University of North Carolina, Brown, and Union. The 
chapters at Brown, North Carolina, and Dartmouth were 
revived, but the Civil War has cost Zeta Psi representa
tion in the three other institutions even down to the pres
ent day. The fact that these chapters died an heroic 
death is the reason for their being silently toasted at 
Grand Chapter banquets, even as glasses are drained to 
the memory of heroic individuals who learned on the 
battlefield that "the rest is silence." 

During the Civil War one chapter disappeared as com
pletely as the lost Atlantis, forgotten, if one may use a 
paradox, as completely as if it had been never remem
bered. There is reference in the Grand Chapter minutes 
to the granting of a charter to the Georgia Military In
stitute. To this fledgling chapter was ascribed the name 
Gamma. When Sherman swept through Georgia on his 
march to the sea, he destroyed the archives of the Chapter 
with the result that all record of its existence was blotted 
out, and even the memory of its having once been, faded 
completely. It was not until the Beta Chapter at the 
University of Virginia was established that search of the 
Fraternity archives revealed the existence of this stillborn 
child of Zeta Psi, dead almost before its birth. 

Perhaps the most impressive bit of Zeta Psi history 
which has come out of the war is that which is associated 
with the relations existing between the northern chapters 
and their single southern sister, the Upsilon at the Uni
versity of North Carolina. When war was declared the 
Upsilon found herself cut off from practically all contact 
with the Fraternity. Not only was the Chapter struggling 
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for its existence, but the very life of the University was 
threatened and the institution was finally obliged to sus
pend operations. In the early days of the war, however, 
even when intersectional bitterness was at its worst, there 
existed in both northern chapters and southern chapters 
something of the spirit of Zeta Psi which even the hatred 
of war could not conquer. In a special session of the 
Fraternity held July 2, 1862, the following resolution 
was introduced by Brother William H. Cooke, Phi '58, 
and was unanimously passed: 

Resolved, That while we may differ in political sentiment with 
those of our brothers who are courageously battling for principles 
which they deem right, no disaster shall separate them from the 
union of Tau Kappa Phi. 

Out of the South, as if to stimulate such a sentiment as 
this, there had come a letter from the Upsilon to her 
sister chapters of the North. It is one of the most moving 
documents to be found in all the files of the Fraternity, 
and it may well be quoted here despite the fact that 
it is printed at length under the history of the Upsilon 
Chapter. 

Whereas, The present distracted state of our country renders 
it inexpedient to hold our Convention in this State during this 
year; 

Resolved, That the Sigma Gamma be instructed to write to 
all the chapters, assuring them that, though our Federal Union 
has been dissolved, still the circle of the Zeta Psi Fraternity shall 
never be broken. 

Resolved, That the bonds of Tau Kappa Phi which bind us to 
our brothers of the North are as strong as they ever were. 

Not long after the writing of this memorable letter, 
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all connection between the Upsilon and her sister chapters 
of the North was, of necessity, severed by the war; but, 
as Brother George V. Strong, Ί 4 , writes, "no bitterness 
was found in the hearts of the southern Zetes against 
their northern brothers and so soon as peace was con
cluded fraternal relations were resumed. At the first 
convention held after the war, the Upsilon was well rep
resented. . . . The southern members were received 
most cordially by their northern brothers, and the friend
liest feeling prevailed." 

A very marked reason for this spirit of friendliness 
which survived the war was interestingly brought out by 
Colonel John W. Hinsdale, Upsilon '62, who, in respond
ing to a toast at the Seventieth Annual Grand Chapter 
Convention in Raleigh, said: "A pathetic incident is re
corded in the minutes. One of the New York City dele
gates, Brother Redfield, paid a beautiful and tender 
tribute to a Confederate soldier who had lost his life in 
battle. And the convention immediately adopted resolu
tions of love and sympathy for our deceased brother, C. 
H. Adams of the Upsilon Chapter, which was recorded 
in full in the minutes. This was, as far as I knave, the first 
tribute of this character which was paid by an organised 
body of northern men to a southern soldier. The frater
nal sentiment of Zeta Psi rose above all else and demon
strated that it bound in fact, as well as in name, a band 
of brothers. I need not say that this considerate action 
of the Grand Chapter was sincerely appreciated by the 
southern members, all of whom had followed the peerless 
Lee for four long years." 

The war swept away from the University of North 
Carolina every one of the twenty or thirty fraternities 
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except Zeta Psi and Chi Phi. Immediately following the 
war great prosperity attended the Upsilon. The chapter 
roster was full and the character of the membership was 
ideal. But what the war could not do, the carpet-bagger 
reconstructionist succeeded in accomplishing. For four 
years the University was closed. The Upsilon knew that 
it could not survive and met its death calmly and confi
dently, with resolutions spread upon the minutes of the 
record-book to show the spirit that prevailed. 

That this union of North and South in fraternal bonds 
was indeed so strong that war could not break it, is testi
fied to by a happy coincidence which is recorded in The 
Circle for March, 1922. It chanced that in this year both 
the Grand Army of the Republic and the United Confed
erate Veterans elected as their commanders-in-chief broth
ers of Zeta Psi. On the evening of January 25, 1922, a 
gathering of Zetes welcomed Brothers Lewis S. Pilcher, 
G. A. R., and Julian M. Carr, U. C. V., at a dinner in 
New York. Not since Grant and Lee met at historic Ap
pomattox Court House had the commanders of the two 
armies joined hands. As Brother Henry T. Thomas, 
toastmaster of the evening, said: "If the North and South 
had only placed the controversy in the hands of Zeta Psi, 
there would have been no war. At last the mistake has 
been realized, and now we see our two brothers, each in 
command, of his old army." It is interesting to note that 
on the occasion of the dinner Brother Pilcher was accom
panied by his son, Major James T. Pilcher, Phi and Xi 
'02, and by his son-in-law, General Charles I. DeBevoise, 
Eta 'g4-

It was the Civil War, of course, that gave us Lincoln; 
and, as every Zete knows, it was Lincoln who gave to 
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"the grand old man of the Fraternity," Henry T . 
Thomas, that passionate hobby to which, next to Zeta 
Psi, he has devoted his life—the collection of Lincolniana. 

The story of Brother Thomas' acquisition of one of the 
three life masks of Lincoln, made by Leonard Volk, to 
which he affixed his signature, is as follows: One morning 
a lady called at his office, introduced herself as the widow 
of Wyatt Eaton, the artist, and said, "I hear that you are 
a great admirer of Lincoln. I have in my possession one 
of the three life masks to which Volk affixed his signature 
and which he gave my husband. I am in great need of a 
little money and thought you might help me out." There
upon Brother Thomas took the mask and paid her for it, 
about fifty dollars. Not long after, George Richmond, a 
New York autograph dealer, asked permission to show 
the mask to his customers, which was granted, and shortly 
thereafter, he called up Brother Thomas and said, "Do 
you care to sell the life mask?" "No," was the reply, 
"why do you ask?" Answer, "Because Pierpont Morgan 
was here day before yesterday and offered me $2,500 for 
it." The offer was declined with the statement that there 
was some sentiment involved and so it was not for sale, 
and the story is told elsewhere of the presentation of the 
life mask to the Alpha Epsilon Chapter, which was made 
under three conditions: First, that a room in the chapter 
house should be dedicated and known as "The Lincoln 
Room"; Second, that it should adopt Lincoln as its 
Patron Saint, and Third, that it should observe every 
anniversary of his birth with appropriate exercises. The 
increasing importance of the observance of these condi
tions, not alone to the Alpha Epsilon but to the Uni
versity of Illinois, was the germ out of which grew the 
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idea, strongly fostered by Brother Thomas, that every 
one of our chapters should have its Patron Saint 

With the close of the Civil War and with the gradual 
healing of the wounds which it had caused, there came 
nothing to disturb the peace of Zeta Psi in the United 
States until the Spanish War, records of Zeta Psi partici
pation in which are most incomplete. The Canadian 
brothers were, however, not so fortunate. Certain of the 
members of the Theta Xi and Alpha Psi were summoned 
first to quell the Half-Breeds' Rebellion in 1885, an& 
later there came the summons to aid the British in South 
Africa. To the Boer War the Alpha Psi sent as perhaps 
her most notable son Colonel Arthur Norreys Worthing-
ton, M.D.; and the Theta Xi sent him who afterward 
became Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, whose name 
will be associated with the World War as long as English 
poetry lives. 

[174] 



CHAPTER XV 

Zeta Psi in the Wars—II 

ONE of the finest evidences of devoted loyalty to 
"king and country" which have occurred in all the 

history of the British Empire, is to be found in the 
promptness and the unanimity with which, in 1914, the 
various commonwealths sprang to arms. No sooner was 
England in, than that endless procession of troop-ships 
began to cross the Atlantic, carrying devoted Canadian 
patriots to the assistance of their mother-land. The story 
of the tribute paid and the sacrifice rendered by the Alpha 
Psi and the Theta Xi is worthy of a Homer. It is an 
Iliad fraught with honorable deeds, epic in their quality, 
forever memorable. A volume much larger than this 
would be required adequately to tell the story, and the 
difficult thing herein is to know what to omit. The files 
of The Circle from 1914 on are charged with tales heroic, 
tales ludicrous, tales sentimental of how the Canadian 
brothers found both comedy and tragedy in the trenches. 
In The Circle of October, 1914, appears the first refer
ence to Canada's participation in the war, chapter letters 
from both Toronto and McGill mentioning early enlist
ments and departures abroad. McKenzie Waters, Alpha 
Sigma of the Theta Xi, wrote, "Of course war is practi
cally the sole topic of conversation up here, and it may 
please our American brothers to see how nobly Zetes have 
volunteered to serve the Empire. As I write, seventeen 
brothers from this chapter are on their way across the 
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ocean with the first contingent from Canada. . . . We 
have fourteen more in training for the second contin
gent." Murdoch Laing, writing for the Alpha Psi, stated 
that twenty-six brothers from that chapter had gone with 
the first Canadian contingent, nine of these belonging to 
the active chapter. Regularly thereafter the letters from 
Toronto and McGill carried the names of brothers going 
to training camps, of brothers going to ports of embarka
tion, and, all too soon, of brothers who had "gone West." 

In January, 1915, came records of contingent after 
contingent of Canadian volunteers from the Alpha Psi 
and the Theta Xi. Among the first to go abroad were 
many of the Canadian brothers who had already made for 
themselves names in the practice of medicine, and the 
service which they rendered in camp and field hospital, 
at home and abroad, is beyond any computation. From 
the Alpha Psi Brothers Birkett, Elder, Howard, Russel, 
Turner, Finley, Cameron, Wylde, Fyshe, Rankin, and 
Burnett were among the first of the physicians and sur
geons who hurried to the front to heal the wounds that 
\var was making. No less distinguished was the list of 
physicians who went out from Toronto, notably Brothers 
John McCrae, Donald Armour, Coleman, Badgerow, 
D. K. Smith, Little, Tanner, R. G. Armour, Royce, 
Robertson, Towers, J. L. Biggar, LeMesurier, Maynard, 
and Ellis. From this chapter also went, early in the war, 
Brother Edmund Bristol, and Brother Charles A. Moss 
of sainted memory. 

In March, 1915, we read in the McGill chapter letter 
that over half of the staff of the McGill Hospital is 
composed of brothers in Zeta Psi. In April, 1915, we 
read: "Possibly the Unit that is of most interest to Alpha 
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Psi is the McGill Base Hospital, or, as it is perhaps bet
ter known, the McGill Zete Hospital. Shortly after 
college opened last fall, when Elder Brother Dr. Birkett, 
dean of the faculty of medicine, made an offer to the 
War Office, of a general hospital to be entirely equipped 
by members of the teaching staff and medical students 
from McGill, and to consist of six hundred beds, his offer 
was not only accepted, but he was given orders to double 
the size of the unit and be ready to leave for the front in 
April. Widespread interest has been taken in the hospital, 
and it has been the recipient of many generous donations, 
while graduates from McGill from every part of the 
globe, even to her eminent one, Sir William Osier, have 
offered their services. Sir William intimated his inten
tion of enlisting in the medical department, under Elder 
Brother Campbell P. Howard, Past Phi Alpha. Brother 
Howard proved how great was his loyalty to his old 
school when he vacated the Chair of Medicine at Iowa 
State University, in order to enlist with the McGill Medi
cal Hospital." 

In the McGill Battalion, which was recruited among 
both graduates and undergraduates, Elder Brothers Percy 
Molson, Harrington, Todd, and W. F. Angus were cap
tains. Elder Brothers W. Molson and Kingman were 
lieutenants, Avhile every one in the active chapter was 
drilling regularly with the regiment. 

By May, 1915, the Theta Xi reported over fifty broth
ers in active service, with the number increasing almost 
daily; and by June there had come from the chapter at 
Toronto a letter containing the names of these men, 
nearly every one of them officers, as fine a list as ever 
graced a printed page. Soon were told tales of heroic 
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deeds performed, of decorations won, and of solemn 
burials on the field of battle. In November, 1915, came 
details of Brother Fred Fisher's death, and of his deco
ration with the Victoria Cross; interesting letters from 
Keith Gordon and Kenneth Cameron; accounts of such 
invincibies as Brother "Clif" Horsey, twice wounded and 
for a third time back at the front; finally "killed in action" 
in April of 1918. By this time there were eighty-three 
members of the Theta Xi and eighty-five members of the 
Alpha Psi in active service. The oldest Zete on active 
service was Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Brock, D. C. L., 
Theta Xi '81, Divisional Staff, Second Division, Cana
dian Militia. He was formerly commanding officer of the 
Tenth Royal Grenadiers and saw active service in 1885 
as a lieutenant of the Queen's Own Rifles in the North
west Rebellion. He was Sigma Alpha of the Fraternity 
in 1884. 

I t was in February, 1916, that Kenelm Winslow wrote 
from McGill: "The Chapter continues to grow smaller 
and smaller each week, and it is almost certain that, if 
the war lasts much longer, Alpha Psi, as an active chap
ter, will cease to exist." Appended to his letter were 
twenty-six additional names of members in active service, 
bringing the total for this chapter alone to one hundred 
and six. By this date, two of the chapter members were 
colonels, six were lieutenant-colonels, and five were ma
jors; three had already been killed and seven wounded— 
all this from a chapter containing only three hundred 
living members. The very next month, March, 1916, the 
chapter letter from the Theta Xi read: "For the last 
time until after the war the Theta Xi Chapter sends 
greetings to our sister chapters and bids farewell to The 
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Circle of Zeta Psi, The call of our country has been 
heard by the whole chapter, and in a few months there 
won't be any one left to talk over the deeds of the 
brothers in front of the old familiar hearth that has 
meant so much to us all. 

"There are now almost a hundred Zetes from the 
Theta Xi in active service, a record far ahead of any 
other fraternity at the University. As far as we know, 
no other organization of any kind has such a high percen
tage of officers as the Zetes, and together with one hun
dred and six brothers from Alpha Psi in active service, 
the Canadian Zetes have a record of which the Fraternity 
may well be proud. In such a crisis as this, there is no 
more conclusive proof of the standard of men which these 
chapters have adhered tor since the date of their found
ing to the present day, than the manner in which these 
men have entered upon a life of sacrifice and toil for the 
service of their country." 

This letter was read before the members of the board 
of trustees on March 3, and they immediately requested 
the Phi Alpha to communicate to the Chapter their sym
pathy and to point out the constitutional requirements 
which should be followed to insure the life of the Chap
ter. In communicating with the Theta Xi, Brother How
ard D. Briggs, Phi x\Ipha, said in part: 

". . . Our sympathy for you at this time is all the 
keener because fifty years ago some of our sister chapters 
here were undergoing, for country and humanity, the 
same trial that you are undergoing today. You may rest 
assured that as our hearts beat with yours in peace so do 
they now in war. . . . 

"Zeta Psi cannot endure the lapse of a chapter which 
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has shown such complete sacrifice and love of country as 
has Theta Xi. History affords no finer example of 
vigor, fortitude, and true patriotism than the action of 
our two Canadian chapters in this, a crucial time for the 
whole world. We are glad indeed that this is such stuff 
as Zetes are made of. 

"I cannot close without being so personal as to recall 
the experience of my own chapter, which enlisted to a 
man during our Civil War. An experience which seemed 
a calamity at the time has proved to be one of our noblest 
memories." 

On the next page but one in The Circle there appeared 
for the first time the most memorable poem that came 
out of the war, written for Punch by Dr. John McCrae, 
Theta Xi 'Q4, who died in the service on January 28, 
1918. At no more suitable point in this story can this 
noble poem be quoted: 

In Flanders Fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing fly, 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders Fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe; 
To you from failing hands we throw 

The torch; be yours to hold it high; 
If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders Fields. 
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Six years later, Brother Stephen Leacock, Thetu Xi 'gi, 

himself famous in two widely divergent fields, those of 
humor and economics, wrote for the London Times an 
appreciation of "McCrae of Flanders Fields": 

"Busy though he always was, McCrae seemed to find 
time for social life, and was in great demand at Mon
treal dinner parties. His fund of stories that was never 
exhausted made him the treasure of his hostess, and even 
when his hostess had withdrawn, Jack's stories did not 
exactly come to a full stop. Yet with all his social gifts 
and opportunities he was a man of the greatest modera
tion in his eating and drinking and his amusements, ab
horred late hours, and kept himself, mind and body, in 
the training of an athlete. I should say that the govern
ing idea in his mind was a sense of duty; for all his merry 
stories, he regarded the world, after the fashion of his 
Scotch ancestors, as a stern place, an abode of trial and 
preparation for something real beyond. 

"For McCrae was deeply religious; not in the up-to-
date sense of being intensely interested in explaining 
away all disagreeable forms of belief; but in the older 
sense of childlike reverence and implicit obedience to the 
Written Word. 
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"Of his work at McGill University there is no need to 
speak. The college never had a better teacher. But his 
mere teaching was the least part of it. It is the example 
of the manly life that he led, better than all teaching or 
preaching, that will remain with the generation of stu
dents that were trained by him. 

"To us in Canada it is a wonderful thought that Jack 
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McCrae's verses and Jack McCrae's memory should have 
now become a part of the common heritage of the English 
people. These are links of empire indeed." 

"McCrae's Collected Poems," with an "essay in char
acter" by Sir Andrew MacPhail, were brought out by 
G. P. Putnam's Sons in 1919, and constitute his lasting 
memorial. "Beyond the consideration of his intellectual 
attainments," says Sir Andrew, "John McCrae was the 
well-beloved of his friends. He will be missed in his 
place, and whenever his companions assemble there will 
be for them a new poignancy in the Miltonic phrase: 

But oh, the heavy change, now thou art gone, 
Now thou art gone, and never must return." 

Many a tribute in verse has been paid to Brother 
McCrae, none finer than the following stanzas ascribed 
to one of our Canadian brothers who prefers to remain 
anonymous: 

Across the fields of Flanders 
The snowflakes weave a pall, 
And moaning o'er the wasted land, 
The winds arise and fall; 
But he who sang in Flanders Fields 
Has passed beyond their call. 

The spring will come to Flanders, 
And poppies bloom again, 
As when he marked them sentinel 
Upon the cross-strewn plain; 
And they shall breathe of love and life 
Triumphant over pain. 

And when we dream of Flanders— 
Torn land of griefs and fears— 
We shall recall his memory 
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Through all the coming years, 
When silence broods o'er Flanders Fields 
And peace enshrines our tears. 

One of the greatest losses sustained by the Fraternity 
came with the death of brilliant, lovable, devoted Charles 
A. Moss, Theta Xi 'gj. He came of a strong Zeta Psi 
family, having had two brothers and three cousins in his 
own chapter, and he lived up to the cumulative tradi
tions of them all. It was during his administration as 
Phi Alpha in 1909 that the publication of The Circle 
was begun and a traveling secretary employed. Upon the 
outbreak of the war he joined the Tenth Royal Grena
diers. Later he was attached to the Eighty-first Battalion, 
and before sailing had attained the rank of Major. Upon 
reaching England, and learning that the Eighty-first 
would remain there for some time in training, he trans
ferred to the Third Toronto Battalion in his eagerness to 
get to the front. He was content here to take a captaincy, 
but during his service with this battalion was again pro
moted to the rank of Major. From the first he was in the 
thick of the fight. On Sunday morning, October Sth, he 
was seriously wounded, but it was not at first thought that 
his condition was dangerous. Just as he was planning to 
return home for a three months' convalescence, there 
came a sudden change for the worse, under which he sank 
rapidly, and, on the 24th of October, he died. Flis end 
was painless and he died as he had lived—a gallant sol
dier and a gentleman. "He was buried," writes Captain 
Edward H . Martin, Theta Xi '13, "just beyond the 
boundary of the town where he died. There was no pomp 
or circumstance, just a matter of business inseparable 
from war; but there was, what is lacking in a hearse and 
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its ghoulish trappings, the impressive fact that this man 
had laid down his life far from home, in defense of the 
principles of liberty so dear to all freemen. 

"The firing party lined the new road to the tiny white
washed mortuary; the chaplain in his cassock and sur
plice led the way; the six sergeants, their arms locked on 
each other's shoulders, carried out the coffin covered with 
the Union Jack and a few flowers. The firing party 
clicked their rifles to the 'Present'; the officers saluted and 
fell in beside the coffin; we followed behind. Slow was 
the step, and behind us we heard the sharp commands as 
the firing party reversed arms and followed us. We 
passed three French peasants, an old man and his two 
daughters in black. They crossed themselves, and one 
could see the old man, as he bared his head, muttering a 
prayer for the repose of this stranger's soul. We saw 
behind them the draped tricolor over the gate to the 
French Military Cemetery. 

"The body was placed over the grave, the firing party 
lined up a few yards away, resting on their arms reversed; 
the chaplain said the prayers in silence unbroken by the 
noise of the town or the roar of the cannon not far away. 

" 'Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust ' As the 
clods fell on the coffin, the bolts of the rifles clattered, 
and cartridges were pressed home, and the three volleys 
were fired. Then with bayonets fixed the guard came to 
the 'Present,' and loud with a new significance echoed the 
mournful cadences of the Last Post. 

"That was all, but just then we heard the rat-tat of 
a machine gun at the Training Depot, and saw the dust 
of a troop of Indian Cavalry pass along the road a few 
yards away. 
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'And so we left him alone in his glory. We have seen 

the last of Charlie Moss, the man who did more for the 
Theta Xi, and one might say for Zeta Psi, than any other 
man in Canada. There he lies, he whom we looked up to 
and revered as the guardian of our chapter, and our 
ever ready help in any trouble. To the youngest neo
phyte there is not a Zete in Theta Xi, since his time at 
varsity, who has not been the better man for knowing 
Charlie Moss." 

Of this brilliant son of our Fraternity one who paid 
tribute to him said, "He met life as a child meets the 
dawn, taking it in with fullness of joy, with strength of 
body and cultivation of mind, not by flashes, but by the 
healthy way of hard work. Good, plain, hard work saved 
him at varsity, and made him a first-class honor man 
every year, and kept him level amid the fleeting glories 
of athletic fame." If aught in war can be counted gain, 
these tributes are certainly the pure gold refined in that 
fierce furnace. 

Shortly after the news of Charlie Moss's death came 
news of the death of Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. Campbell, 
Alpha Psi !oi, and of Major Gordon Southam, Theta 
Xi '07, both killed under shell-fire. Later dispatches told 
of the death of Lieutenant B. Elmo Atkins, Alpha Psi 
'13, who perished in the ill-fated Dardanelles expedition; 
and later Major Travers Lucas, '04, was reported as 
"Killed in Action." About this time also, Lieutenant-
Colonel Hewetson, '91, died of illness in London. By 
December, 1916, thirteen Alpha Psi men alone had been 
killed and a large number wounded. 

In May, 1917, there came from the Theta Xi to the 
Central Office a memorable letter written in response to 
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resolutions drafted at the Sixty-ninth Grand Chapter 
meeting in Philadelphia, resolutions conveying to the 
Canadian Zetes the sympathy of their American brothers. 
This letter was signed by Brothers Lindsey, '82, Brock, 
'81, and Bayly, '87, because the chapter house was closed 
and every undergraduate was in the service. "It was 
decided," they wrote, "by some of the older members of 
the Chapter that a resolution of this kind, expressing as 
it does in such noble and exalted language the sincere and 
fraternal sentiments of our American brothers, should be 
gratefully acknowledged by this chapter, and while we 
cannot or do not attempt to imitate the splendid and 
inspiring words of the resolution, we desire to express 
imperfectly, and it may be haltingly, the appreciation and 
gratitude of the brothers of this chapter, a chapter which 
has already had to mourn many of its members fallen, for 
such sympathetic expression of fraternal and loving spirit. 
Since the resolution was received the United States of 
America has joined our allies on the side of freedom, 
humanity, and justice; and for the first time in history 
we are indeed not only one in a common speech, common 
ideals, and common aspirations, but also in that unity of 
spirit which comes from the brotherhood of arms." 

When the "great gray ships" came in bearing on their 
last voyage from "over there" the surviving wounded and 
those untouched ones who remained to claim their hon
orable discharge, it was found that the Alpha Psi and 
the Theta Xi had contributed as their quota in behalf of 
the Empire's preservation no fewer than two hundred 
and seventy-eight of the choicest souls of Canada. 

The last word in testimony to Zeta Psi heroism as ex
emplified in our Canadian chapters will never be recorded 
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as long as the historian is moved to write or the poet to 
sing. One of the outstanding memorials, however, to all 
that Canada did in the war and in particular to that serv
ice which was rendered by Zeta Psi, is to be found in the 
splendid Zeta Psi Memorial Chapter house at McGill 
University. The heart of this house is the Memorial 
Room, filled with trophies of every kind, memorials that 
are eloquent of the dead. The cornerstone of the house 
was laid on the 24th of October, 1924, and was more 
than a merely fraternity exercise. Under the chairman
ship of Brother Walter Molson and in the presence of 
General Sir Arthur Currie, principal of McGill Univer
sity and former commander of the Canadian Army Corps 
in France, the impressive order of exercises was carried 
out. There was a brief but impressive address by Brother 
Charles H. Ketcham, Alpha 'go, the Phi Alpha, after 
which the stone was laid by Brother D. J. G. Wishart, 
Theta Xi '82, the first member of the Chapter. There
upon the Reverend N. Clark Wallace, Theta Xi '21, 
pronounced the dedicatory phrase: "Here let Charity, the 
Fear of God and Fraternal Love ever remain. This place 
is set apart as the Chapter house of the Alpha Psi Chap
ter of the Zeta Psi Fraternity of North America, in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Amen." 

Brother Evan Gill, Phi; Brother Grant Glassco, Alpha 
Phi; and Brother Arthur B. Nash, Sigma, stood beside 
the stone and called the roll of the honored dead in whose 
memory the house was erected. After brief addresses by 
Brother D. J. Gibb Wishart and Sir Arthur Currie, the 
audience dispersed. Thereafter the walls of the Alpha 
Psi Chapter house arose, and the building now stands as 
one of the noblest monuments to the noblest of sacrifice. 
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Zeta Psi in the Wars—III 

ON T H E 6th of April, 1917, the writer of these lines 
was in Hampton, Virginia, enjoying the spring 

holidays. Over the telephone from Old Point came the 
excited voice of a friend. "Come over here as quickly 
as you can if you want to see a sight that you will never 
forget. The whole Atlantic fleet is coming in." Hampton 
was quickly evacuated, and soon several thousand people 
crowded the Chamberlain pier and gazed with mingled 
feelings of pride and awe at the endless line of battle
ships, cruisers, and destroyers steaming slowly up the his
toric Roads, and coming to anchor. All day we watched 
the ships coming in, and that night we learned that those 
few thousand of us were probably the only people in 
America who knew where the Atlantic fleet was; for late 
that afternoon it was confidentially whispered to us that 
Woodrow Wilson had ceased his patient note-writing and 
had declared war. As a result, the whereabouts of the 
fleet was not made known in a newspaper or public dis
patch ; and not until two years later did the world know 
where these ships were at any definite moment of time. 
They became ghosts, fleeting like wraiths from harbor to 
harbor and from continent to continent; or rather like 
mysterious "cloud-confines" skirting obscure horizons. 

America was in at last. We who saw the fleet that day 
felt the thrill of it as perhaps did no other group in all 
the land. And yet for months there had been the latent 
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martial note in all our thinking. We had for months 
been close to war, ever since our boys had gone to the 
Mexican border and had marked with a thin brown line 
the whole of that frontier. Only two months before, 
there had been held at the Hotel Astor in New York-—on 
Saturday evening, February 3rd, to be exact—the Ninth 
Annual Banquet of the New York Association of Zeta 
Psi, "given in honor of the brothers who went to the 
border." As the frontispiece of the banquet program, 
there appeared the martial mien and martial garb of 
William Clinton Fisk, Phi 'γό, colonel of the Seventh 
Regiment of New York. Henry T. Thomas, Omega '64, 
the perennial toastmaster, called upon the Colonel to 
speak on the National Guard at the border, and we 
learned from that brilliant soldier, at first hand, what 
had already been more or less inadequately reported to 
us. As early as March, 1916, Ronald A. Case, Gamma 
'i8, was cited as the first Zete who had gone to the bor
der in the Villa Punitive Expedition, that glorious fiasco 
that smacked more of opera bouffe than of battle. On 
the occasion of this same banquet, Fancher Nicoll, Zeta 
'gg, spoke on "Incidents of Company Life"; Lucius H . 
Holt, Eta '02, responded to the toast, "The Military 
Academy, the Universities, and the Country"; and Ru-
ford Franklin, Alpha '86, was asked to interpret the 
cryptic question, "What does it mean?" His brief re
sponse was significant. "It means," he said, "that it is 
an honor to Zeta Psi that now, today, and tomorrow, the 
nation is joining as Zeta Psi joined months ago—that the 
nation is joining together two great flags for the cause 
of civilization. . . . It means everything to you and me 
that the spirit of America is once more rising, rising. 
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. . ." And then Brother Ellis Ames Ballard, always elo
quent, always the master of telling phrase and noble senti
ment, presented "The Closing Argument." "I am no 
judge," he said significantly, "of national policy; I am 
no authority on international law; but I think I may say 
without presumption that I am capable of judging the 
common morals of the situation; and the critical situation 
which has dazzled our eyes for more than six months has 
never, I think, failed to receive sound judgment by all 
brothers in Tau Kappa Phi." 

War was declared that night at the Astor although 
Woodrow Wilson and the German Kaiser did not know it. 

The same number of The Circle that carried the death 
of Brother Charlie Moss, Theta Xi '94, contained a brief 
account, with pictures, of Seventh Infantry Zetes on the 
Mexican border—a hard looking lot of potential dough
boys, most of whom faced the camera with a smile as they 
afterward faced machine guns with a cheer. Here were a 
score of youths from the Alpha, the Phi, the Zeta, the 
Eta, the Delta, and the Beta. In this same issue of The 
Circle appeared the account of him who was perhaps the 
first Zete to join the allies abroad, Dudley L. Hill, Psi 
Ί8, who left Cornell in December of 1914 and, despite a 
blind eye, saw clearly enough to become an aviator and 
a bringer-down of Boche planes. Other Zetes followed 
Hill in his impetuous haste to the side of the allies; and 
long before we had, as a nation, committed ourselves to 
war, citations for bravery in the allied army and in ambu
lance work had come to a number of members of Zeta 
Psi. Brother Coleman T. Clark, Eta Ί8, a nephew of 
Brother Henry T. Thomas, had been cited in dispatches 
for devotion and courage in dangerous service around 
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Monastir, Scrvia. By June, 1917, The Circle had re
ported no fewer than one hundred fifty-five members of 
the Fraternity enrolled in the regular army or National 
Guard, the various reserve officers' training corps, and 
other divisions of the service. 

No one will ever know the divergent purposes and the 
varied emotions that carried young Zeta Psi into the hell 
that men are pleased euphemistically to call war. If one 
were to attempt a characterization of their feelings, he 
could doubtless do no better than to cite phrases from the 
resolutions forwarded to the Canadian chapters by the 
committee appointed at the Sixty-ninth Grand Chapter 
Convention in Philadelphia, April 29, 1916: 

"Honor, the substructure of all true courage, is the 
foundation stone upon which our Fraternity is builded, 
while courage is that sublime attribute which, under right 
motives, elevates man above all other created beings and 
leads him to face danger and even death in the perform
ance of what he deems his duty. This sense of duty, 
the voice of God, has called you to the service of your 
country, and today you are enduring the dangers and 
horrors of war, far from home and friends and your 
native land, with the courage of brave men; and you are 
sustaining as soldiers the honor of your ancestors, the 
splendor of your Empire, the glory of your manhood. 

"We, your Brethren, gathered at this Annual Meeting 
of the Grand Chapter, send you our proud greeting. We 
hail you as worthy of the best traditions of our Frater
nity. We bid you God-speed in all that is good and true. 
We pray our heavenly Father that He will guard you 
from evil, preserve you from suffering and death, and in 
His own good time bring you back, laurel-crowned, to 

[191] 



The Story ο} Ζ eta Psi 
your grateful country. Or if in His providence the sol
dier's death is to be your fate, we pray that it may be but 
an entrance into a land where war has no place, and Love 
Eternal is the only conqueror. Our affection, our pride, 
our hopes go with you and we pray you to remember 
that here your Brethren in Tau Kappa Phi watch your 
career as only brothers can." 

Training camps began to fill; the transports began to 
ply, and, as three years before in the case of Theta Xi 
and Alpha Psi, reports began to multiply of enlistments, 
training camps, commissions, actions at the front, wounds, 
death; letters came from the chapters telling of dimin
ishing rosters and dark futures. At the Tenth Annual 
Banquet of the New York Association of Zeta Psi, tales 
were told of the magnificent list of Zetes enrolled and 
of the many who had already gone across. From far-off 
California to that gathering came the following telegram 
from Charlie Field's inspired pen: 

"Hail and farewell, you Soldier Zetes, 
Your loyal hearts beat true 

To that ideal our founders pledged 
'When this old pin was new.' 

Oh, may we watch your courage high 
With brother-love untold! 

Hail and farewell! God give you love 
While this new year grows old." 

And from Brother Fred S. Grasmuck, Phi '03, "A 
Toast to the Zetes Over There": 

"When the lights of the banquet are dying 
And the shadows creep into the hall, 

When the music is ebbing and sighing, 
There is something we always recall, 
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Like a spirit that hovers above us 

Suggesting a toast and a prayer; 
So here's to the comrades that love us, 

A toast to the Zetes over there. 

And with what spirit these boys faced the murk and 
the muck of France and Belgium, where for four years 
it seemed to do nothing but rain! After all, the thing 
was a lark, and one might as well take the good with the 
bad. Wiley Marble, Epsilon '12, expended a world of 
genius in the doughboy periodicals, which did so much to 
temper with grim humor the grimmer war. "Boz" Haw-
ley, the diminutive bald eagle of the Eta, to whose words 
on editorial page and in magazine thousands now listen, 
practically won the war single-handed by keeping up 
soldier morale with his inimitable foolery. Two citations 
will serve as proof, the first indited from his training 
camp in Niantic, Connecticut, and published in "F . P. 
A.'s" Conning Tower: 

Well, I got my chance at last, 
'Spite of the lightness, 'spite of the color-blindness 
(Which, after all, was merely due to ignorance, 
And the fact that the man whom I told green was brown 
Came from the County Kerry), 
Yea, 'spite even of the baldness! 
So I am happy, and eke well content. 

Yes, all I did it for was to get even 
With that Boche barber who, secure in Paris, 
Slathered my bean with that demoniac lotion, 
Making me bald as is the well-known eagle, 
Hirsute-devoid past hope of restitution. 

And I am going to get him—bet your life on that! 
I am enlisted as machine gun plyer— 
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One Hundred and First Battalion, Twenty-sixth Division, 
And when I spot that barber, how I'll spray him! 
I'll make that cussed German's form resemble 
The sieve, the sponge, mayhap the luscious waffle, 
The time card, or the meal ticket, or else 
The cheese limburger or the trolley transfer! 

Revenge is sweet—particularly to a reject 
Who's tried—how many times!—to gain the privilege 
Of taking scalp for scalp from foe Teutonic. 
And, as I seem to be 
The first pre-war victim to the intrigue 
Of German gents engaged in art tonsorial, 
I hope to pay that razor-wielding savage 
In his own coin—hair-trigger 'gainst hair-killer. 

So off upon the glorious adventure! 
The paratyphoid serum in my right arm, 
The tetanus bacillus in my left one, 
The aches in all my limbs from endless drilling, 
The fact that here I write, by meagre lantern, 
In pencil, 'stead of legibly typewriting,— 
All are as nothing to the heathen longing 
Once more to spot him, once to turn the handle— 
Bing! Rattle-rattle! Rattle-rattle-rattle! 
And see him wither, e'en as did my tresses, 
Perceive him fall, as did my locks—once golden— 
Ugh! Likewise wompf—wompf! 1 am ζ savage— 
But, after what I've suffered from that Dutchman, 
After the jibes flung at my unprotected kopf, 
Honestly, in your heart now, can you blame me? 

T h e above poem might well be entitled "Prospice," 
while the following, written from the trenches, and first 
published in The Stars and Stripes, the organ of the A. 
E . F., might well be entitled "Real izat ion": 
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Standin' up here on the step, 
Lookin1 ahead in the mist, 
With a tin hat over your ivory, 
And a rifle clutched in your fist; 
Waitin' and watchin' and wond'rin' 
If the Hun's comin' over to-night— 
Say, aren't the things you think of 
Enough to give you a fright? 

Things you ain't even thought of 
For a couple of months or more; 
Things that 'ull set you laughin', 
Things that 'ull make you sore; 
Things that you saw in the movies, 
Things that you saw on the street, 
Things that you're really proud of, 
Things that are—not so sweet. 

Debts that are past collectin', 
Stories that you hear and forget, 
Ball games and birthday parties, 
Hours of drill in the wet; 
Headlines, recruiting posters, 
Sunsets 'way out at sea, 
Evenings of pay days—golly— 
It's a queer thing—this memory. 

Faces of pals in Homeburg, 
Voices of women folk, 
Verses you learnt in schooldays 
Pop up in the mist and smoke, 
As you stand there, grippin' that rifle, 
A-starin', and chilled to the bone, 
Wonderin' and wonderin' and wonderin', 
Just thinkin' there—all alone! 

When will the war be over? 
When will the gang break through? 
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What will the U. S. look like? 
What will there be to do? 
Where will the Bodies be then? 
Who will have married Nell? 
When's that relief a'comin' up? 
Gosh! But this thinkin's hell! 

The thing that is repetitious is seldom interesting; but 
it is a fascinating thing to note in. the files of The Circle 
how Hke the war-time chapter letters from Theta Xi and 
Alpha Psi became the chapter letters from the Alpha 
Sigmas on this side of the border. By November, 1917, 
the Phi Chapter correspondent writes: "Of the twenty 
men at the Heights last year, but four remain; the rest 
are in the service. Our service flag has forty-eight stars 
on a six by eight field." By December it was reported 
that "of the thirty men at the Xi last May, all but six 
are in the service." Soon the Central Office felt the pull 
of war, for the general secretary, "Cal" Lydecker, joined 
the Q. M. C. and left the management of the office in 
the competent hands of Miss Flury. 

To record with any detail the record of the American 
Zetes in the war would be beyond the compass of this 
volume. It is to be hoped that the war memorial volume, 
about which much has been written, may come to be a 
reality. "Zeta Psi in the Wars" deserves not three chap
ters but three volumes. 

One of the first of the Zetes to die abroad, though he 
was not in active service at the front, was Brother Evert 
J. Wendell, Rho '82, famous as an athlete and loved as 
one who devoted his life to the upbuilding of boyhood 
and youth. 

Perhaps the first Zete to be killed in the service, al-
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though Brother Holmes Mallory, Eta Ί8, had died of 
heart disease five days previously, was Brother Lieutenant 
Louis Charles Beaumart, MM and Iota116, who» in March, 
1918, was killed by a fall in a seaplane at Miami, Flor
ida. He was buried on April 2d with full military honors 
in Arlington National Cemetery. There followed in quick 
succession news of the death of Joseph R. Sandford, 
Lambda '18, killed in action; and Stuart Freeman, Mtt 
' 16, and Coleman T. Clark, Eta Ί8. From that time on 
the list increased with grim and fearful certainty, length
ening week by week and month by month with a kind of 
terrible slow motion that reminded one of the gradual 
uncurling of a cobra. The Sigma mourned brilliant Ben
jamin Franklin Pepper, '01, a Major in the Seventy-ninth 
Division, Captain Howard Clifton McCall, and Lieuten
ants Henry Houston and Stockton Bullitt. The Delta 
wore black for Lieutenant Chapin Barr, '18, and Brother 
Norman Bloodgood, '21. The Zeta recorded with sor
rowful pride the death of Captain Fancher Ntcoll, '99; 
and the Psi lost Captain Robert T. Isell, '12. The Eta 
saw one of her most brilliant sons deleted from the roll 
of the living, Lieutenant Clarence E. Allen, Jr., '13, dis
tinguished alike in scholarship and athletics and deco
rated, before he died, with the Croix de Guerre, and the 
day before the Armistice, Salter S. Clark, Jr., Ί 2 , a 
brother of Coleman. From the Xi the lovable Lindsay 
Campbell stepped to the front, only to fall. To him it 
was that P. S. Wild wrote these lines in the Chicago 
Tribune. 

And so they "got" you, did they, lad? 
At Chateau Thierry, too, egad, 
That Gettysburg of Armageddon! 
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Ah, cheerful heart, now cold and leaden, 
Your blood transfused to France's breast 
Gave her new life, though you "went West." 
Blow, winds, across the "estranging sea" 
Those words so dear to him and me: 
"Decorum est pro patria''— 

A plague on fate's cold formula: 
The best are taken! Sleep, lad, sleep, 
While we fight on, and smile, and weep. 

T o enumerate all these gallant heroes would be beyond 

the scope of this present volume. The i r names are en

shrined in their chapter archives, and their deeds are 

recorded in imperishable memories. 

When all was said and done and the boys had returned 

and Zeta Psi took stock of what the brethren had done, 

it was Brother Henry T . Thomas who caused to be 

printed in The Circle the resolutions passed at the Raleigh 

Convention, April 28, 1917, just twenty-two days after 

the United States entered the w a r : 

Whereas, The United States of America has been forced into 
the World War in defense of its national honor and for the 
protection of international justice and democracy. 

Be it Resolved, That the Zeta Psi Fraternity of North America, 
in Seventieth Annual Convention assembled in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, hereby pledges to the President and Congress of the 
United States of America its unqualified support of whatever war 
measures the Government may deem necessary and expedient, and 
places at the disposal of the Government its national organization, 
its Chapters, and its individual members, for service in whatever 
capacities the Government may direct. 

In keeping with this pledge Zeta Psi had in the service 

nearly two thousand men, coming from twenty-four col-
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leges and from a total living membership of some seven 
thousand of all ages and dating back, to the classes of 
1849. 

Of those two thousand brothers in service nearly 
fourteen hundred were officers in the army and navy, to 
say nothing of sixty-one in aviation, and thirty-six in 
ambulance service abroad. Zeta Psi gave to the army its 
First Assistant Secretary of War, Benedict Crowell, Λτ« 
'Q2, whose devoted and efficient service not even the 
breath of scandal could in the least befoul. James Par
ker, Delta '74, and Richard M. Blatchford, Pi '82, and 
Alexander McDougall, Theta Xi 'gg, were major gen
erals; Charles I. DeBevoise, Eta 'Q4, and Edward L. 
Munson, Eta '08, were brigadier generals. T o the army 
Zeta Psi also contributed thirteen colonels, twenty-seven 
lieutenant colonels, eighty-three majors, two hundred and 
thirty-one captains, seven hundred and fifty-nine lieuten
ants, three paymasters, three quartermasters, four chap
lains, fifty-six sergeants, and twenty-four corporals. 

The record in the navy was hardly less distinguished; 
Austin Kautz, Mu 'Q$, and Thomas S. King, Iota '00, 
were commanders; Guy Norman, Rho '8g, Frank Erd-
wurm, Phi 'gg; William A. Barstow, Eta 'gg, and Rea 
A. Smith, Mu 'gg, were lieutenant commanders. In ad
dition there were two captains, eight lieutenants, one 
paymaster, one chaplain, eighty-eight ensigns, thirteen 
yeomen, and two coxswains. More than a score of the 
brothers were decorated, and doubtless if the records 
were complete the number would be greatly augmented. 
Upon General Pershing's staff were two Zetes, both from 
the Upsilon; Colonel Ernest Graves, Όο, and J. J. 
O'Brien, Ί ο . 
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At the last accounting nearly seventy-five of the broth

ers were found to be on the list of those who had "gone 
West.'' Such a list can never give any accounting what
soever o r the service that never for a moment saw the 
limelight, that was done behind the front. Such was the 
service rendered "by the 'late Brother Marquis Baton, "At 
'97 > who, though a comparatively poor man, forsook for 
two years a lucrative law practice to serve as president of 
the Chicago Red Cross. With sacrificial devotion and 
scrupulous fidelity he raised and disbursed a fund of 
nearly twenty million dollars. 

The chapter is written, the story is told; but the chapter 
will be re-read while men have eyes to see, and the story 
will he re-told while men have hearts to be stirred by 
tales of heroic sacrifice, tales of those "who lived with
out shame and died without fear." Let Brother John 
McCr^e pronounce (from his own immortal grave, as 
it were) their requiem: 

T H E ANXIOUS DEAD 

Ο guns, fall silent till the dead men hear 
Above their heads the legions pressing on: 
(These fought their fight in time of bitter fear, 
And died not knowing how the day had gone.) 

Ο flashing muzzles, pause, and let them see 
The coming dawn that streaks the sky afar; 
Then let your mighty chorus witness be 
To them, and Caesar, that we still make war. 

Tell them, Ο guns, that we have heard their call, 
That we have sworn, and will not turn aside, 
That we will onward till we win or fall, 
That we will keep the faith for which they died. 
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Bid them be patient, and scene day, anon 
They shall feel earth enwrapt in silence deep, 
Shall greet, in wonderment, the quiet dawn, 
And in content may turn them to their sleep. 
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CHAPTER XVII 

Ο Pioneers! 
ι. 

Come. . . . 
Follow well in order, get your weapons ready, 
Have you your pistols? have you your sharp-edged axes? 

Pioneers! Ο pioneers! x 

THE characteristics of the Pioneer are Vision and 
Energy. He must first dream dreams; then he must 

act upon them. For eighty-four years Zeta Psi had been 
pioneering; its visions one by one had become realities. 
It had been the first to cross the border-line into Canada 
and had set its standard, before all others, at five Cana
dian universities; it had been the first to cross the Rockies 
and establish itself on the west coast. From one chapter 
it had grown, slowly, steadily, and conservatively to 
thirty. Well might Zeta Psi have been tempted to reflect 
with satisfaction on its long and honorable career, and, 
thus reflecting, have been content to live on in peaceful' 
middle-aged security. Well might it have been content 
to live on memories rather than on visions. 

To the casual observer, even to the mildly interested 
Brother, who might have stopped to reflect for a moment 
on the condition of the Fraternity, nothing more, it would 
seem, could have been desired. The thirty Chapters were 
ostensibly functioning, and functioning well. Many of 

* This, together with subsequent quotations, is taken from Walt Whitman's poem 
"PionecrsI Ο Pioneers!", to he found in his volume Drum Taps (1865). 

[202 ] 



0 Pioneers! 
them were brilliantly upholding already brilliant tradi
tions. Only a few had fallen below the standard which 
Zeta Psi sets, and these lapses seemed but temporary and 
inconsequential. 

But no comfortable sense of well-being pervaded the 
minds of those Pioneers who stood watchfully at the 
helm, looking forward alertly to the future. To the minds 
of these men, whose senses had been trained, as the result 
of both instinct and experience, to catch the least signal 
of approaching danger, all was not well. No rapidly fall
ing barometer warned them of imminent danger, but they 
knew the signs of the times and smelled danger in the 
wind. 

Is Zeta Psi making use of its every opportunity to 
accomplish its ends? What are these ends? Must the 
Fraternity be content to go only so far as it had in the 
past—and no farther? Is it recruiting the right type of 
men? Is it doing the best it can to broaden the lives of 
those whom it does recruit? Again—are its actives and 
elders returning, in full measure, the debt of service which 
they owe the Fraternity? Is Zeta Psi doing all it can to 
enrich in every way the lives in the colleges which it 
touches? Does it tend to broaden and strengthen the 
social life of all undergraduates, or does it tend to segre
gate them in small and exclusive cliques? Having taken 
them inside the Circle, does it aim to do nothing more 
than to furnish them with a home in wThich they may eat, 
sleep, and stretch their legs? May not a Fraternity do 
more? What are the limits of its service, and if limits 
there are, how may Zeta Psi practically reach them? 

These questions, and many more, were disturbing the 
minds of the Pioneers. They were looking into the future, 

[203] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
dreaming their visions, and puzzling how they might make 
out of these dreams something concrete, something work
able, something constructive. 

For some time Zetes, particularly those who were close 
to the heart of the Fraternity on Thirty-ninth Street, had 
heard the word "revitalization." The subject had been 
discussed both officially and unofficially before—in con
ventions and out. But on October 5th, 1928, some fifty 
Zetes, including many past Phi Alphas, gathered for a 
dinner at the University Club in New York City. Among 
the pioneers there present was one who knew from expe
rience the value of both Vision and Energy. When he 
had been president of the University of Washington, Zeta 
Psi had made its appeal to him, and he had become one 
of the charter members of the Phi Lambda Chapter 
when it was established in 1921. Later, when he became 
the president of the Carnegie Foundation for the Ad
vancement of Teaching, he still found time to act as a 
trustee of the Fraternity which had so fully captured his 
imagination and enthusiasm. From his varied experience 
he was peculiarly able to see both the advantages and 
defects of the fraternity system; better still, he pos
sessed the imagination to foresee what place his own 
Fraternity could take in the revolutionary movement 
which was so rapidly reshaping outworn ideas of education. 

From three directions, these pioneers foresaw, the 
fraternity system was threatened. First, from the parents 
whose sons spent money for fraternity associations which 
seemed to bring no good—often positively harmful— 
results. Second, from the independent students, not fra
ternity members, who, though admitting certain advan
tages in society affiliations, nevertheless felt that the fra-
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ternities put too much influence on the ephemeral aspects 
of college life to the exclusion of fostering intellectuality, 
culture, and refinement. Third, from the colleges them
selves; on the one hand many college presidents secretly 
look with disfavor on the fraternity system in cases where 
it is functioning hadly; on the other hand, the growth of 
certain colleges, particularly those with large endow
ments, is in many instances toward the Oxford and Cam
bridge idea of small colleges within the universities. Such 
a tendency is naturally inimical to the whole idea of 
fraternities; though not indigenous to American colleges, 
the English idea is being tried, in some instances, because 
the fraternities themselves have failed to assume the 
responsibility which is rightfully theirs. 

It was at this banquet at the University Club that Dr. 
Suzzalo, in a message that will not soon be forgotten, fired 
the opening gun of the Revitalization Program. Others 
who were there that night had already sensed the danger 
and laid plans to forestall it—notable among them Broth
ers H. Austin Tuttle, Kappa '<?/, (Alpha Phi Alpha): 
Arthur M. Wickwire, Jr., Zeta 'JO, (Sigma Rho Alpha 
and the chairman of the Trustees' Committee on Needs 
of the Fraternity, which had been studying the whole 
situation), and William L. Butcher, Jr., Zeta '28, (the 
General Secretary)· Dr. Suzzalo's appeal fell on ears 
which were well tuned to receive it. The moment had 
come for Energy. 

II. 
Regional Office 

Ο you youths, Western youths, 
So impatient, full of action, full of manly pride and 

friendship, 
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Plain I see you Western youths, see you tramping with 

the foremost, 
Pioneers! Ο pioneers! 

Action followed at a meeting of the trustees in Febru
ary, when Brother Wickwire reported the suggestions 
which had been formulated by his committee. Only when 
the individual chapters themselves were brought up to a 
high level of excellence could the Fraternity embark upon 
a campaign to attain its ideals. The problem of keeping 
thirty chapters—scattered from east to west and north to 
south—in tune with the aims of the Fraternity presented 
a problem which it was not possible to solve with the aid 
of the then existing machinery. The task was obviously 
beyond the powers of a General Secretary whose head
quarters were in New York, even if much of the office 
detail were laid upon the shoulders of a competent Assist
ant Secretary. There must be someone on the ground, 
intimately in touch with the affairs of a limited number 
of chapters, who could aid with his experience and coun
sel. Brother Wickwire visualized Zeta Psi headquarters 
in four or five sections of the continent, each manned by 
a sympathetic and enthusiastic regional secretary who 
could devote his entire time to foreseeing the needs of 
the chapters within his jurisdiction. Chicago, the com
mittee felt, should be the seat of the first regional office; 
the middle western chapters are, for the most part, young; 
they are located in large universities where competition 
is excessively keen and fraternities not in too great favor 
with many of the taxpaying citizens; the sporadic visits 
of a General Secretary have never succeeded in fully meet
ing the difficulties which these chapters encounter. 
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The board at this meeting enthusiastically approved in 

principle this idea of a regional office in Chicago, and 
referred the matter to a later meeting when more com
plete data could be obtained. 

It was on May ist that the trustees heard further on 
the subject from the General Secretary, Brother Butcher. 
He had been not only dreaming, but also acting. Fore
seeing that the chief obstacle to the proposed regional 
office would be a financial one, he had already inaugurated 
a campaign for funds, a campaign so successful that, in 
spite of the current depression, he had already raised 
$2,500. The project was enthusiastically discussed. 
Brother Wickwire reported the perfecting of financial 
arrangements: the office was to be underwritten for the 
first three years by Elder Zetes who were financially able 
to make this contribution. The Board itself had already 
subscribed a thousand dollars of the amount which 
Brother Butcher had just reported. 

It has been traditional with Zeta Psi that when it needs 
money for any worthy cause, the funds are always forth
coming. Zetes have always dug deep into their pockets 
when the welfare of their Fraternity is involved. Brother 
Butcher set out upon his travels to raise at least $18,000 
to support the new office through its first three years. 
Everywhere he went he found an enthusiastic response 
to his ideas and requests for assistance; not only in the 
Middle West, but even in cities far removed from the 
projected benefits of the office he found Brothers who 
were willing to help. 

And so, when the Convention met at Watch Hill in 
June, 1931, the Grand Chapter carried Brother Wick-
wire's motion to create the regional office, and Brother 
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Butcher was able to report that $21,000 had been pledged 
—an ample amount to underwrite the venture. 

Less than two months later, Zeta Psi opened its first 
regional office—the first of its kind ever undertaken by 
any fraternity. A room in the Burnham Building, in con
nection with the Chicago Bar Association, was set aside 
for the new office. The man chosen to be the first Re
gional Secretary was E. Jerome ("Jerry") Ellison, XI 
'$0, who had already proven his worth and fitness by 
serving as Assistant Secretary under Brother Butcher the 
previous year. 

Thus was another Dream transformed into Reality; 
thus did the vision of a few redound to the benefit of 
many, the Zetes of both today and tomorrow. 

Elder Chapters 
III. 

Have the elder races halted? 
Do they droop and end their lesson, wearied over there 

beyond the sea? 
We take up the task eternal, and the burden and the 

lesson, 
Pioneers! Ο pioneers! 

To those who possessed the vision to see the truth 
and to plan for the future, another weak spot appeared 
in the fraternity system. Zeta Psi was not alone in feeling 
the results of this weakness; every other Greek letter 
society has, at some time or other, lamented the fact that 
undergraduate chapters are seldom strong enough to 
stand on their own feet. The strength of Zeta Psi loyalty 
and tradition has not made the Fraternity an exception 
to the rule. A perusal of the following chapters of this 
story will show, time and again, that when the active 
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support of the alumni has been withdrawn, a chapter will 
falter in its course. 

For years Zeta Psi had labored to overcome this per
plexing difficulty. Alumni Associations had increased in 
numbers, in size, and in effectiveness, but still the burden 
was forever falling upon the shoulders of a willing few 
who, constantly called on for services out of all propor
tion, always responded by doing more than their share 
of work and furnishing more than their quota of money. 
Despite appeals from the Central Office less than fifty 
percent of Alumni pay their Elder's Dues; even a smaller 
percentage respond with active personal help when a chap
ter stands in need of it. 

Truly a perplexing problem, a problem which, one 
might well say, defies all solution. How restore to an 
alumnus, absorbed as he always is in his own financial, 
domestic, and social responsibilities, sufficient loyalty and 
enthusiasm to cause him, at a sacrifice of time and con
venience, to return to his Chapter to make friends with 
his younger brothers, help them with their rushing and 
other problems, give them the benefit of his experience 
without presuming to dictate the policies or movements of 
those who are always convinced that they "know better"? 
How keep alive in his old Chapter that spirit which still 
remains long after many college memories have died 
away? 

The first constructive answer to this question was 
presented by Brother Arthur L. Barton, Alpha Epsilon 
'20, who, as Trustee, worked diligently toward the final 
evolution of the Elder Chapter. 

Here was the Vision. The task of carrying the vision to 
a practical solution fell upon the shoulders of his successor 
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—Brother "Bill" Butcher. He went at once to the root 
of the whole difficulty. "In my opinion," he said in his 
report at the Convention the following year, "the answer 
is that we have provided nothing of real interest, no really 
constructive incentive to attract or enthuse the elders in 
our associations. It is all very well to orate upon the urge 
which should emanate from the common bond, or the 
opportunity for making social contacts, but the experience 
of years has proven that we must inculcate some life, some 
revitalizing force into our elders' associations which must 
transcend the mere social advantages. And we are going 
to do it. A committee of the Board of Trustees has been 
formed which is studying the whole problem, with the 
goal in mind of providing the machinery which will make 
of our elders not just a nebulous group of Zetes, but a 
group of workers with a new character which can only 
come when there are responsibilities and constructive 
work to be done. There are countless possibilities." 

The committee to which Brother Butcher referred, 
headed by Brother A. L. Barton, Alpha Epsilon '20, gave 
much thought to the question during the succeeding year. 
Many perplexing problems were presented, chief among 
which was so to integrate the active and elder chapters 
that they should cooperate rather than interfere with 
each other. Finally, after much painstaking care, an 
amendment to the constitution was drafted, to be known 
as Article XXI. 

This Amendment, briefly, provides for each active 
chapter an Elder Chapter to which each member of the 
active chapter, after graduating or leaving college, auto
matically belongs. The organization of the elders is the 
same as that of the actives, with the addition of an Elder 
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Councilor, known as the Beta Pi, whose duty it is to main
tain a close contact with the active chapter, visiting it 
at least once a month, advising with its officers, and re
porting to the Elder Chapter, the trustee for that chapter, 
and the Chi Phi Alpha for the territory. In addition 
certain committees are provided for—on Elder's Dues, 
scholarship, initiations, rushing, and finances. In addi
tion, the Elder Chapter is given certain disciplinary 
powers over the active chapter, subject to the control of 
the Board of Trustees. Furthermore, the Elder Chapter 
is entitled to the same rights of representation and the 
same voting powers at conventions as are accorded to 
Alumni Associations. l i k e the latter, the Elder Chapters 
may also incorporate. 

Such was the machinery which was set up to put the 
Vision into effect. The step was a drastic one, and not a 
few objections were raised from the floor, but when the 
smoke cleared away the Article had been adopted by the 
overwhelming vote of 53 to 4, and Zeta Psi had once 
more pioneered in a field which materially affects the 
entire structure and scope of the Fraternity. That the 
supreme imagination which sponsored this move will bear 
fruit, there can be no doubt. Already there is rising in 
the minds of Zetes everywhere the Vision of a bond not 
between elders or between actives, but between all Zetes, 
young and old—a band which disregards all age in the 
striving toward a higher goal of good-fellowship and 
service. 

rv. 
On and on the compact ranks, 

With accessions ever waiting, with the places of the dead 
quickly fill'd, 
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Through the battle, through defeat, moving yet and 

never stopping, 
Pioneers! Ο pioneers! 

Any dream for Zeta Psi must be twofold in its aspect: 
it must comprehend both the undergraduate and the elder. 
The obvious relationship between the two, seemingly so 
self-evident, is often forgotten. The elder forgets the 
chapter of his college days; the undergraduate too often 
looks upon his elder Brother as a necessary evil. But 
when, as in some instances, the active has enjoyed the 
confidence and friendship of the elder, each begins to 
comprehend in a new light what the Fraternity can mean. 
To the young man, fresh from college, this revelation is 
often one of the most inspiring discoveries of his life. 
That intangible bond breaks down barriers which some
times stand out against a real blood relationship. 

Not only to perpetuate that bond, but to strengthen it 
and put it to actual service is the final Vision that has 
recently come to fruition. Realizing that the late college 
senior is often bewildered as he seeks his first job, and 
that many elders the country over are looking for prom
ising young men to take into their businesses and pro
fessions, Brother Butcher inaugurated a Vocational 
Bureau where both those who seek positions and those 
who offer them may make known their wants. For many 
years this service has been informally performed through 
such chance encounters as may take place at the New 
York Club, Association meetings, or Conventions. Now, 
however, for the first time, such encounters need not be 
left to the Fates. At the Central Office files are now 
accumulating, a clearing house where the young Zete and 
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the old Zete can pool their information and lay the foun
dation for associations which may last a life-time, for the 
common advantage of both. 

The end is not yet. Zeta Psi has not reached the limit 
of her Vision. Her pioneering days are not behind her. 
The Future stretches before, a Future which is secure 
so long as those who come after retain that Spirit which 
has characterized Zeta Psi since its earliest days—the 
spirit which nourishes the healthy skepticism and the 
wholesome doubt, which looks to the past for inspiration 
but to the future for its Vision, and which barns with an 
enthusiasm, not born of self-complacency, to translate its 
Visions into Facts. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 

The Phi 
Tj^OR nearly a year—from June ist, 1847, until May 
Ί - 23d, 1848—the chapter of Zeta Psi at New York 
University (then the University of the City of New 
York) was the whole of the Zeta Psi Fraternity of North 
America. Not until the establishment of the Chapter at 
-Williams in 1848 did Zeta Psi cease to be merely a local 
fraternity in a small urban college. Thus for nearly a 
year the history of the Alpha of New York, (later the 
Phi) and the history of Zeta Psi are coeval. The early 
history of the Phi has, therefore, been told in Chapter 
IV of this volume, wherein is related the story of the 
founding and early growth of the Fraternity. Briefly 
there may be set forth at this point, however, certain 
material not appearing in the former chapter, some of it 
in the very words of Brother Israel C. Pierson, Phi '65, 
who has done the whole Fraternity an invaluable service 
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by collating and preserving the early records of Zeta Psi. 

The Phi Chapter first saw the light of day in Wash
ington Square in the impressive Gothic stone structure 
which was erected in 1835, and which stood its ground 
against the encroaching tides of business for nearly sixty 
years. The University itself was chartered in 1831. It 
is of interest to Zeta Psi that the first president of the 
council was Albert Gallatin (secretary of the treasury 
under Jefferson and Madison, minister to France, and 
later ambassador extraordinary to Great Britain), since 
he was the grandfather of Brothers Albert H . Gallatin, 
'59, and Frederick Gallatin, '61. The first chancellor 
was the Rev. James M. Mathews, D.D., from 1831 to 
1839. He was succeeded by an uncle of Brother Fred
erick Frelinghuysen, Delta '68, Theodore Frelinghuysen, 
LL.D., who had been attorney general of New Jersey 
and United States Senator. During his chancellorship, 
1839 to 1850, Zeta Psi came to light. Myndert Van 
Schaick, the grandfather of Eugene Van Schaick of the 
Alpha and Phi Chapters, was one of the original pro
moters of the University and the first treasurer of the 
council. Thus Zeta Psi was indirectly concerned with the 
very beginnings of the Institution. 

The infant college early justified its existence. Four 
years after its incorporation Professor S. F. B. Morse, 
of the faculty of arts and science, uncle of W. H . Morse, 
Phi '72, applied the use of electricity to the recording 
telegraph and sent the first telegram from the room 
which he occupied in the University building. Four years 
later Professor John W. Draper produced in the Uni
versity building the first sun picture of the human face. 
By 1841 a law school and a school of medicine made the 
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new corporation a university in fact, as it already was in 

name. 
New York University was just entering upon the 

fourteenth year of college work when, in 1845, John B. 
Yates Sommers was admitted as a freshman in the Class 
of '49, having just completed his sixteenth year. The 
founding of Zeta Psi two years later followed an inti
mate friendship which Sommers developed with W. H . 
Dayton and J. M. Skillman. The three prepared the 
constitution, by-laws, initiation service, pledge, and other 
details of the scheme of the Fraternity. The earliest 
recorded minutes extant are those of a meeting of the 
Chapter held at the home of Brother Sommers, 82 Madi
son Street, New York, on September 15, 1847, when he, 
as secretary, and Brother Skillman, as president, were the 
only ones present—the only members of the Fraternity. 
The first initiation occurred on September 2,7, 1847, the 
second on October 13, 1847. The two men then initiated 
were actually engaged in promoting the new enterprise 
for a while, but subsequently became discouraged. Their 
names were dropped from the roll by appropriate action. 
Several cousins of the first, however, and two sons of the 
second were later in the Zeta Psi fold. The third addition 
to the Fraternity was William Henry Carter, '50, who 
was admitted on November 6, 1847. 

Brother Skillman, in his address on December 18, 
1847, a t t n e close of his term of office, said: "I know of 
nothing more encouraging than the present flourishing 
state of our Fraternity. T o be sure we do not number as 
many as the majority of the societies in the University, 
but I am equally certain there is none where greater 
unanimity and brotherly love exist among the members; 
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and J think I may say with propriety and truth, 'We were 
weak, but are strong.* " When these words were spoken, 
there was one chapter with five members. 

The year 1848 saw fourteen secessions to /rGtn * $i 
(two of whom later deserted the little band) and the 
founding of two new chapters. George S. Woodhull, "48, 
the fourth acquisition, initiated on March 25, 1S48, was 
the first Zete to be graduated. George S. Mott, \ςο, of 
Newark, N. J., was the fifth to join the new enterprise. 
The sixth and seventh additions were Rufus Dutton, '49, 
and Henry S. Hodges, Williams, '49, on May i t , 1848. 
The first step towards extending the Fraternity was taken 
on May 23, 1848, when the Zeta Chapter was founded; 
the second step on November 24, 1848, when the Delta 
Chapter at Rutgers College was established. 

Those pioneers of Zeta Psi were men of strong faith, 
indomitable courage, unflinching zeal, and boundless 
enthusiasm. Carter devised the motto, ΤΚΦ, and Mott 
invented the password; while Woodhull was the most 
successful promoter both in college and after graduation. 
He was a hustler for Zeta Psi and could give some points 
to the modern rusher. His influence brought Hodges 
from Williamstown, and Hopkins and Hess from New 
Brunswick, to New York to be initiated into the mysteries 
of Zeta Psi so as to introduce the new fraternity into their 
respective colleges. In his address at the anniversary cele
bration, June 4, 1849, n e s a ^ : "May w e l° nS be spared 
and, when old age hath overtaken us, and our sons shall 
occupy our places, may we meet and with hearts as young 
as now rejoice together in the meridian glory of Zeta 
Psi." At that time there were three chapters and thirty 
members. Brothers Woodhull, Carter, and Mott, as if 
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in answer to this prayer, at tended the semicentennial cele

bration in 1897 and beheld the three chapters increased 

to twenty-two, and the thirty members to more than five 

thousand—a "meridian glory" indeed. 

But it must not be supposed that all was ideal and that 

the Phi, as the mother chapter of the Fraternity, was 

always a pattern and an example to her children. In the 

archives of the Phi Chapter are many interesting letters 

received from the other chapters, and among them is one 

from the Delta, dated New Brunswick, November 26, 

1855. A portion of it will bear re-printing here since it 

so eloquently testifies to the looseness of organization 

which was characteristic of the Fraterni ty in its early 

days. Charles M . Herber t , Sigma Gamma of the Delta 

Chapter, scolds vigorously the mother chapter in the fol

lowing terms: 

Our Constitution earnestly recommends—imposes as a duty— 
that the several Chapters shall frequently communicate with one 
another by correspondence. The importance of it must be as 
strongly felt by us as by the framers of that Constitution. It 
tends to keep up the active spirit of brethren, and inviting con
fidence we exchange mutual sympathy and congratulations. If 
one is depressed and in trouble, by imparting it to another he 
asks and receives aid and advice. If in the full tide of pros
perity, it is selfish to conceal it from the rest; let all rejoice in 
the good fortune of our common cause. 

Now, brethren, we would ask you if you have rightly dis
charged this duty? On the contrary have you not been culpably 
negligent in its performance? We have not received a letter 
from the Phi Chapter or any of its members in many months. 
We know not who are its officers or any of the proceedings. A 
new term has just fairly commenced, but we hear of no action 
of your chapter, whether with success or failure. We fear that 
the interest which urges on the other chapters is slumbering in 
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yours. I do not wish my words to be construed as chiding you. 
This is beyond my province. I can only suggest and entreat—to 
do and command is the prerogative of the Grand Chapter, and 
I cannot infringe. But [I] w o u ld ask, "Are you doing rightly, 
either to yourselves or to the other Chapters?" For you feel 
the injury as well as they. I s there or has there been any action 
of the Delia Chapter whereby you have felt aggrieved? Even 
so, is your present course one that would induce reparation? But 
such is not the case. Where and what can be the cause? Examine 
your own hearts and actions and answer. If no, I can say nothing. 
If yes, I ask it of you, as our privilege, as our right—as our duty 
—that you obey the Constitution. If my words grate harshly on 
your feelings I ask pardon. Such is not my intention. I merely 
request a fair discharge of your duty—that you as well as Us 
[we]—may feel the benefit thereof. Do I ask too much? 

During the early years the abiding place of the Chap

ter was somewhat nomadic, meetings being held at the 

homes of Brother Summers and other members or in 

rooms rented in different places to suit the convenience 

and circumstances of the Brothers. Brother James Boyd, 

'82, reports that D r . Schenck at one time told him of 

being initiated in the house of the father of Frederick 

Gallatin, ' 6 i , in Gramercy Park, although at that time 

the members of the Chapter had a room in Grand Street, 

a crude meeting-place which was lighted only by a kero

sene lamp which, when the brothers went out, they 

turned down to conserve as much oil as possible. Being 

only a few in number and having an initiation fee of but 

one dollar at first ( later two dollars) , and dues of twelve 

and one-half cents per month, the infant chapter had a 

limited income with which it was necessary to make the 

expenses of meetings and of administration commensu

rate. As the income increased by acquisition of men and 
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the advance of fee and dues, the Chapter secured more 

permanent quarters. 
In 1925 the general secretary, Brother Arthur H. 

Motley, together with one of "the Aged," attempted to 
locate the various abiding places of the Phi during these 
early years. Leaving the Club on Thirty-ninth Street, 
the two journeyed south to Chatham Square, east along 
Oliver Street, and then turned north into Madison Street 
to stop before Number 82, the home of Sommers, where 
the first meetings of the Fraternity were held. The house 
which is revealed in the old pictures has gone, being 
replaced by a kosher sausage emporium; and the neigh
borhood has changed from an eminently respectable resi
dential section to the typical East Side tenement district. 
Thence the two journeyed to Grand Street in an attempt 
to find the house referred to by Brother Schenk, but the 
place was no longer recognizable. 

During nearly all of the period at Washington Square, 
1847-1894, the association in college work was included 
within a few hours—chapel 9:30 a.m. and recitations, 
10 a.m. to 1 or 2 p.m. Chapter meetings were held 
weekly, much of the time alternately afternoon and eve
ning. Although the members were widely scattered as 
to residence, and chapter life had its limitations, the 
brothers were bound closely together and derived great 
pleasure and profit from their fraternity experiences. 

The strength of the Phi from 1857 to the Civil War 
was not great as there were no predominating figures in 
the Chapter. The college was small and continued small 
until the removal to University Heights, during which 
time the only fraternities were Psi Upsilon, Delta Phi, 
and Zeta Psi. During the Civil War, classes were very 
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small indeed, probably not more than seven or eight men 
being graduated with each class. These were principally 
men who were looking toward professional life as law
yers, doctors or ministers. In fact, the University was in 
its inception more or less of a church school, although the 
charter explicitly stated that there should he no predomi
nance of any particular sect. 

It is evident that about 1S75 the fortunes of New 
York University began to decline and that there were 
fewer men available for the fraternities. That the life 
of the University was precarious as an academic institu
tion is evidenced by the fact that a little later definite 
steps were taken to abolish altogether the undergraduate 
departments and make the University frankly a post
graduate school. The fortunes of Zeta Psi began to de
cline with the fortunes of the University, and the records 
show that only one man was initiated from the Class of 
1878, three from '79, three from '8o, and none from the 
Class of 1881. The story of what immediately took place 
is interesting from many angles and will be presented 
from at least two. What follows immediately is the story 
as written out by an anonymous contemporary and dis
covered in the files of the Phi Chapter. 

In the autumn of 1878 the Phi Chapter was at the lowest ebb 
in all its history. Only one undergraduate member remained, 
Ackerman '79, who, being a senior, would be graduated in nine 
months, leaving the Chapter only a memory. It certainly would 
have died had it not been for the action of a group of alumni, 
'75 and '76 men, who devised a plan to revive it. Probably their 
action was brought about by the fact that the freshman class 
which entered in September, 1878, had among its members Harri
son Grey Fiske, a brother of W. C. Fiske, of the class of '76, 
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who was near enough to his college days to keep in touch with 
his Fraternity. At the suggestion of Fiske and his associates, among 
whom were Tomlinson and Chambers of the class of '75, the 
younger Fiske canvassed the members of the class of '82 and in 
a few weeks was able to give assurance that out of the forty-five 
freshmen a sufficient number could be secured to revive the 
Chapter. This result was due entirely to the engaging personality 
of the younger Fiske, whose naturally agreeable manners were 
supplemented by a wider experience of life than had been the lot 
of any of his classmates. He afterward attained celebrity in the 
theatrical world in New York City, as editor of the Dramatic 
Mirror, and married the celebrated actress, Minnie Maddern. 

The six men pledged were Fiske, Shields, Smith, Hedden, 
Phillips, and Arndt. It is doubtful if any of them fully com
prehended the nature of the society they were joining. Some had 
no knowledge whatever of the fraternity system, but supposed 
they were about to he initiated into a sort of students' club to 
which many members of former classes had belonged. This lack 
of information was not intentional on the part of the alumni 
group that was engineering the project, but was characteristic of 
the general condition of such matters at the time. The strong 
fraternity organization of the present day had not developed. The 
bond of union between the chapters was exceedingly lax. There 
was no systematic oversight of the subordinate chapters by the 
Grand Chapter officers; the interchapter correspondence was 
irregularly conducted, if conducted at all. Few of the chapters 
had permanent houses; there was no organization of Elders to 
advise and guide the active chapters; in short, every chapter was 
a sort of local club, using the same ritual as similar clubs in other 
colleges, each one getting along as best it could. 

The initiation took place October 19, 1878, in the hall of the 
Philomathean Society in the University building. The candi
dates were instructed to go to certain hotels in the neighborhood 
and wait until called for. They were picked up one by one by 
the younger Fiske, who conveyed them in a carriage to the Uni
versity and turned them over to the Elder who was waiting. 
The ritual was performed rather hurriedly. When all had been 
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initiated, the Chapter was duly organized by the election of the 
proper officers. The whole company then adjourned to a neigh
boring restaurant, where supper was served. The Elders then 
shook hands with all and withdrew. They had performed a signal 
service to the whole Fraternity in saving the mother chapter from 
extinction. 

Their action, however, was very seriously criticized by some 
of the other chapters. One of the most active men in the Fra
ternity at that time was W. L. Otis, Xi '74, who paid a surprise 
visit to the Chapter at its rooms in a house in Lafayette Place. 
He found there Harrison Fiske and an actor, who were declaim
ing lines to each other. The room was bare of furniture; there 
was nothing· to indicate it was the headquarters of a fraternity; 
the presence of an outsider was objected to, and the whole inci
dent made a most unfavorable impression on the mind of Brother 
Otis. At the Grand Chapter Convention in Philadelphia, in 
January, 1880, with delegates from the Phi Chapter present, 
Brother Otis commented very severely on his visit and upon the 
initiation, which he declared was irregular. The situation was 
complicated by the fact that the University itself was in financial 
difficulties owing to the failure of a corporation in whose securi
ties much of its endowment fund had been invested. The con
vention, therefore, deferred recognition of the Chapter although, 
by a process of reasoning that is not easily understood, it recog
nized the members of the Chapter as members of the Fraternity. 
The fact, in all probability, was that there was in existence at 
that time no authority nor body of opinion precisely regulating 
the affairs and conduct of the subordinate chapters and of the 
Grand Chapter itself. Had it not been for the untimely visit of 
Brother Otis, no question would have been raised at all. The 
matter was finally settled at the Toronto Convention in 1881, 
when the regularity of the initiation and the unbroken existence 
of the Phi Chapter were duly recognized. 

The revived chapter started out auspiciously by initiating from 
time to time additional members of the class of '82, and entered 
into normal college life. After the Toronto Convention, when 
it drew into its fold Boyd, '82, who afterward was given the 
highest honor the Fraternity could bestow, that of Phi Alpha, 
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and Edwards, '84, who became governor of New Jersey and 
United States Senator, and a few others of the best type, the 
status of the Chapter became thoroughly established. Its main 
difficulty was a chronic scarcity of funds. The situation was made 
worse by the fact that the Chapter had no furniture or possessions 
of any kind and therefore was compelled to rent rooms already 
furnished. And rents in New York City were high. While it 
is true that the Chapter owned no furniture, it did possess one 
article, a grisly relic of an unfaithful brother which had been 
handed down from afar back. In all the Chapter's vicissitudes 
there was lacking a volunteer who was willing to act as tem
porary guardian of its sole legacy. This was not much of an 
asset with which to face unsympathetic landlords, who all seemed 
dubious about renting rooms to clients destitute of property of 
any kind. The invariable rule was cash in advance, and it was 
collected with scrupulous exactness. When it was not forthcom
ing the grisly relic aforesaid was handed out through a partly 
opened door and the Chapter was bidden to depart—once or twice 
to a place that modern theologians assure us does not exist. 

At different times rooms were occupied in Lafayette Place, 
Eighth Street, East Ninth Street, and in the Bible House on 
Fourth Avenue. When the Chapter was homeless, necessary 
meetings were held in Philomathean Hall in the University build
ing. For the first two years the trials of the Chapter were indeed 
distressing; then as funds improved the situation became easier. 
With all its troubles the Chapter occupied an important place in 
college affairs from 1880 on. Unfortunately the leader, Harrison 
Grey Fiske, dropped out in the sophomore year, entering with 
success upon a career of theatrical journalism; but by that time 
the Chapter had been substantially strengthened in numbers and 
it had attracted a good many adherents who belonged to no 
fraternity at all so that it was a force to be reckoned with in 
college affairs. 

Its members were not distinguished for scholarship; respectable 
mediocrity seemed to be the standard in that respect; but in the 
qualities that appealed to the human boy it stood high. It was 
this characteristic that has in reality perpetuated it. When the 
class of '82 was graduated, the Chapter had become securely 
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grounded, not only in the University but in the Fraternity at 
large, and this position has been maintained ever since. It out} 
be mentioned, not by way of criticism but as iUtHtrating; At 
general condition of Fraternity government at that time, that net 
once while the class of '82 was in college did the Chapter receive 
a visit from a single Grand Chapter officer, unless the unfor
tunate visit of Brother Otis may be so considered; also a visit at 
an initiation by Brother Max Schwerin. 

This interesting story of a contemporary has been a r c -
fully checked up against the only authoritative source of 
information now extant, the printed minutes of the 
Grand Chapter. An investigation of these reveals several 
important facts—all of them most interesting as bearing 
upon the vexed question, whether the mother chapter was 
ever actually suspended or not. 

At the convention in Philadelphia, July 12, 1876, the 
Phi was represented by three delegates and by two Ei
ders. At this convention there was no criticism whatever 
of the Chapter. At the Cleveland Convention on October 
24, 1877, there was no delegate from the Phi Chapter; 
but, on the other hand, there were a number of chapters 
that were not represented. Brother Otis himself, at that 
time Alpha Sigma Alpha and the Senior Grand Officer 
present, presided over the deliberations of the Grand 
Chapter. There was no direct criticism of the Phi Chap
ter, and one of its members, W. H. Cooke, '58, was 
appointed a member of the Song Book Committee. It is 
significant, however, that in the list of chapters the name 
of the Phi was omitted. There was no convention held 
in 1878; in 1879 the Grand Chapter convened at Troy, 
New York. At this convention there was no delegate 
from the Phi Chapter, but E. P. Sprague, Phi '64, was 
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present as a non-delegate and addressed the convention 
concerning the early days of Zeta Psi. In addition to the 
Phi, the Omicron, Xi, Omega, Iota, and Gamma Chap
ters were not represented. A t this point mat ters of ex
treme interest presented themselves, since under the head 
of unfinished business, the chairman of the committee 
brought up as "Article I V " the condition of the Phi Chap
ter. This article occasioned much discussion and finally 
resulted in the introduction of the following resolution, 
which was unanimously carried: 

Whereas, It has come to the knowledge of the Grand Chapter, 
that certain persons are conducting an organization in the city of 
New York, under the name of the Phi Chapter, at the University 
of the City of New York, clandestinely, and without authority 
of this body, therefore, 

Resolved, That the Grand Officers of the Grand Chapter, 
chosen at this session, or if unable to act in that capacity, a com
mittee of five appointed by the Phi Alpha be authorized to inves
tigate said report, and for that purpose to send for persons and 
papers, and if they ascertain said facts to be true, that they have 
power to recall the Charter of the said Chapter if the same be 
in possession of the persons guilty of said charges; and, further
more, to take into possession all books, papers and records of said 
Chapter, and expell any members found conspiring, or any pre
tended members who have been made such. It was carried unani
mously. 

The Grand Officers as a body, through press of business, being 
unable to enter into the investigation, the worthy Alpha Phi 
Alpha appointed Brothers J. H. Buffum, H. P. Jayne, Ε. Η. 
Duryee, E. M. Culver and J. B. Hendry as such committee of 
investigation and expulsion. Page 6. 

At the convention in Philadelphia in 1880 there were 
no Grand Officers present, and again it fell to the lot of 
Brother Otis to call the convention to order. A t this 
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convention the Phi, Lambda, Kappa, and Iota were not 
represented by delegates. A, T. Hendricks, an Elder of 
the Phi, was, however, present as a non-delegate. The 
minutes read: 

Brother W. L· Oii? then presented s report, *t Chdrmm of 
the Committee on the establishment of the Mu Chapter, Colum
bia College, New York. "In the winter of 1877 and 1878, the 
Grand Officers of the Fraternity, to whom the condition of the 
Phi Chapter had b̂ en referred, found that the best interests of 
the Fraternity would necessitate the revoking of the Phi Chapter's 
charter. After this had been done, the consent of the Fraternity 
was obtained to establish a Chapter of the Fraternity at Columbia 
College." Pages 3 and 4. 

Under unfinished business the consideration of the Phi 
Chapter came up under "Article IX," and Brother Otis 
presented a report of the action taken by the Grand Offi
cers to whom the matter had been referred, in which it 
was stated that as the Phi Chapter had, in 1877 and in 
1878, been reduced in number to one man, and believing 
the best interests of the Fraternity were to be obtained 
only by revoking the charter of the Phi Chapter, they 
did, in December·, 1877, order the charter to be surren
dered and declared the Chapter to have no longer any 
legal existence. The brothers then in the Chapter were 
duly notified, and the books, papers, constitution, and 
charter were taken charge of by a certain graduate mem
ber of the Phi Chapter. 

There follows in the minute book a recital of the 
events which were said to have transpired: that certain 
old members of the Phi Chapter obtained the constitu
tion, and, after pledging several members of the Uni-
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versity, proceeded to initiate them and gave these newly 
and partially initiated men the name of the Phi Chapter, 
a step which had been taken without letting the Grand 
Officers residing in the city know anything about it. The 
entire report of this irregularity, so Brother Otis stated, 
had been forwarded to the Troy Convention of 1879, but 
owing to delays in the mail had not reached the conven
tion in time to be acted upon. It was then voted by the 
Grand Chapter of 1880 that a committee of three be ap
pointed to meet the so-called Phi Chapter and endeavor 
to secure the books, papers, and charter in their posses
sion—if necessary to take legal steps for their procuring. 

At this point in the proceedings two representatives of 
the Phi Chapter, Brothers Shields and Arndt, arrived and 
demanded admission to the convention floor. They finally 
secured permission to address the convention, whereupon 
Brother Shields maintained that the Phi Chapter had 
legal existence, since the Sigma Alpha had ordered the 
chapter Sigma to correspond with all other chapters and 
since, also, the Phi had received printed notice to send 
delegates to the convention. Both the young delegates 
spoke at length on the present condition of their univer
sity and on the status of the so-called Phi Chapter, where
upon general discussion ensued. 

At the conclusion of this discussion the Phi Alpha de
clared that in view of the action taken at the Thirty-
second Annual Convention, and likewise by accepting the 
report of the Grand Officers and sustaining them in the 
discharge of their duty, he would rule that the Phi Chap
ter had no existence; and this ruling was unanimously 
upheld by all the legal delegates present. The next step 
was the passing of a motion that a committee of three 
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be appointed to confer with Brothers Shields and Aradt 
and to attempt to devise some equitable arrangement. 
Later in the day this committee reported "that the mem
bers of the New York City University recognize the fact 
that the Phi Chapter does not exist"; but affirmed *'that 
the gentlemen belonging to the so-called Phi Chapter 
shall be recognized as members of the Zeta Psi Frater
nity; that these gentlemen deposit a petition for the 
reestablishment of the Phi, which petition shall be imme
diately submitted to the various chapters for their consid
eration." Upon the action by the chapters, notification 
was to be communicated to Messrs. Shields and Arodt. 
If the action were unfavorable to the reestablishment of 
the Phi, the two members present agreed to surrender 
all the books and papers of the organization, whereupon 
they could, if they wished, resign from the Fraternity 
or if they remained could organize a local club, In the 
meantime it was agreed that the New York Chapter 
should initiate no other persons into the Fraternity and 
that all books and papers should be immediately lodged 
in the possession of Brother A. T. Hendricks, Phi '6g, 
by him to be restored to the Grand Officers if the petition 
for reestablishment of the Phi Chapter were denied. So 
the matter stood at the conclusion of the Philadelphia 
Convention in January, 1880. 

In 1881 the annual convention was held at Toronto. 
At this convention the Sigma Alpha reported that the 
question of reestablishing the Phi Chapter had been sub
mitted by him to the various chapters during the year 
just past and that the result of such action was that seven 
chapters had refused to sanction reestablishment while six 
had voted in favor of reestablishment. Despite this 
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report the convention unanimously passed the following 
resolution: "That this convention deem it expedient and 
wise, having carefully considered all the circumstances, 
to restore the Phi Chapter to its full membership in the 
Fraternity." The Alpha Sigma Alpha was instructed to 
notify the custodian of the Phi Chapter papers to send 
them to the present Phi Chapter; and, to cap the climax, 
Dr, A. H. Gallatin, Phi '$g, was elected Phi Alpha for 
the ensuing year. So the story was concluded, as told in 
the official minutes of the Fraternity. But what of the 
interpretation of this amazing procedure? This can be 
best settled by reprinting a letter from one of the broth
ers most concerned, John S. Arndt, written in May, 1900, 
to Israel C. Pierson. 

Upon my return home a few days ago from a rather lengthy trip 
west, I found your letter of the 11th awaiting me. The abstract from 
the Grand Chapter minutes interested me greatly. From my perusal 
it seems to me that the claim the Phi Chapter was suspended at any 
time must rest on one of two contentions: 

First—Bro. Otis stated to the convention of Jany. 1880 that the 
Phi was suspended by the Grand Officers in Dec. 1877. Unfortunately 
no Grand Officer was present at the time to corroborate this state
ment. The minutes of the convention held in Cleveland in Oct. 
1877, only 60 days before this alleged action was taken, contain no 
reference to the Phi Chapter of a nature that would indicate its sus
pension was desirable and no authority seems to have been given. That 
there was some irregularity about the suspension, if indeed that action 
was taken, seems evident from the fact that the Phi was the subject 
of considerable debate at the two succeeding conventions in Jany. 
1879 and Jany. 1880; and even at the latter date the charter does not 
seem to have been in the possession, of the Grand Chapter. 

Second—The argument entered into at the Phila. convention in 
Jany. 1880 between the Grand Chapter and Brother Shields and 
myself, representing the Phi Chapter, might be construed as involvjng 
the suspension of the Phi Chapter, although no direct vote to suspend 
it was taken. Now as to the Phi Chapter delegates at that convention, 
I wish to say that I acquiesced in that agreement with considerable 
doubt. The agreement was not formulated in the presence of Bro. 
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Shields and myself. We never saw it until it was read to us with the 
announcement that its acceptance was the only alternative to the imme
diate repudiation of the Phi Chapter by a vote of the convention. 

Protest being useless I agreed to it although feeling very doubtful 
as to my authority to do so. The chapter gave me no instructions on 
the vital point of recognizing that the Phi Chapter did not exist, for 
the reason that no one dreamed that the point would bt raised. We 
expected trouble because of the charge that our initiation had been 
attended with some irregularity, but we also expected to be admitted 
to the convention, and carried with us the Grand Chapter tax and 
the chapter's annual report. Whether the chapter can delegate to two 
of its members the decision on the suspension question of life and 
death, is a matter I did not know then and do not know now. 

That two members of a chapter acting absolutely without instruc
tion could brand themselves and their constituents as irregular seemed 
to me very doubtful then. Under the pressure of a (?) conviction, 
however, we accepted the agreement as the only instrument by which 
a further lease of life could be obtained for the Phi Chapter. 

If we as delegates were wrong in accepting a document that was 
illegal, the Grand Chapter erred in accepting it. In other words, if 
that agreement is not in perfect harmony with the constitution of the 
Fraternity it follows that the vote taken subsequently upon the peti
tion for reestablishment was null and void. 

If the alleged action of the Grand Officers in Dec. 1877 was ille
gal and the Phila. agreement was illegal, it seems to me the Phi 
Chapter was never suspended at all. 

I t was currently reported at the time that Bro. Otis's antagonism 
to the Phi was due to a desire to transfer the New York City Chapter 
of the Fraternity from the University to Columbia. 

This idea was common report among the delegates to the Phila. 
convention. 

Now that this question has come up for final settlement, I feel 
greatly desirous that my personal record in the matter may be made 
straight. I report therefore that I accepted the agreement as the only 
way to avoid immediate exclusion from the Fraternity as to myself 
and my constituents who sent me. 

I was not satisfied that I could brand myself and my associates as 
illegitimate Zetes when they knew nothing of the matter at all and 
had not authorized me to speak for them nor to bind them by my 
action. I think the competency of the Grand Chapter to impose that 
condition and my competency to agree to it constitute a question which 
some of our legal brethren might give a valuable opinion upon. 

A sidelight on this most interesting episode in the en
tire history of the Phi Chapter, and indeed of the whole 
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fraternity, was given by Brother James Boyd, who reports 
that the Troy Convention was doubtless not in full pos
session of the facts since Brothers Harrison Grey Fiske 
and Phillips, who had been sent to this convention as 
delegates, went on a theatrical barnstorming expedition 
instead of fulfilling their official duties. What would 
have happened had these two brothers appeared at Troy, 
constitutes an interesting question that will never be 
solved. The difficulty was, however, at last cleared away, 
whether by an illegal or extra-legal method no one can 
say. The fact remains, nevertheless, that no men were 
initiated until January, 1881, when, acting under permis
sion given at the Toronto Convention, three men were 
officially inducted into the mysteries of Zeta Psi. These 
were Edward I. Edwards, '84, former United States 
Senator from New Jersey; William F. Whittemore, '83, 
and James Boyd, '82, who was later to become Phi Alpha 
and one of the outstanding members of the Fraternity. 
It was the infusion of this new blood which gave the Phi 
Chapter that onward and upward impetus under the 
power of which it has since accomplished such great 
things for itself and for the Fraternity. 

In 1878 the Fraternity had rooms on Lafayette Place. 
Later it moved to a furnished room in Ninth Street, peri
odically occupied when the rent could be paid. When the 
rent was not available the Chapter had to meet else
where. Brother Boyd recalls that before his initiation one 
of the members tried to give him the impression that at 
the Ninth Street address the Chapter had instead of one 
room a suite; this being done by an attempt to open a 
false door with a false key. After leaving the Ninth 
Street address, the Chapter rented an unfurnished room 
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in the Bible House. The furniture for this room con
sisted of an ingrain carpet and a pine desk contributed by 
Brother Boyd, and a half dozen kitchen chairs. Here gas 
was burned as long as the company allowed it, but the 
usual illumination was from candles stuck in bottles. 
About 1883 the Chapter had a room for a couple of years 
at 744 Broadway. This was furnished fairly well by con
tributions principally from Professor Gallatin and Dr. 
Hendricks. When the Class of 1888 was initiated in the 
fall of '84 the delegation was so strong that two rooms 
were taken on the northeast corner of Ninth Street and 
University Place, and these rooms were retained until 
the University moved to University Heights. 

In 1887 the Phi entertained the Grand Chapter at a 
memorable convention, for it was at this time that 
Brother Israel C. Pierson was elected Phi Alpha. From 
this time on Brother Pierson was the real power in the 
Fraternity. It was he who conceived the Committee of 
Patriarchs, which body was the ruling factor in Fraternity 
affairs until the establishment of the Board of Trustees 
in 1909. 

When finally the University moved to University 
Heights the Chapter was in a flourishing condition. The 
boys first rented a house on Loring Place near Hanson 
Place, which was destroyed by fire and almost imme
diately rebuilt. This house was occupied until 1911, 
when the new house on the corner of Hall of Fame Ter
race and Andrews Avenue was finished, 

Of the removal of the University and of its effect upon 
the Phi, Brother Pierson has given an account in his 
admirable history published in the Semicentennial Cata
logue. 
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The encroachment of business immediately after the Civil War, 

on what had been the purely residential neighborhood of Wash
ington Square, the want of dormitory life, and influences increas
ingly disturbing which it is not necessary to mention here, impeded 
development; but the spirit of the founders remained. The Phi 
Chapter had firm faith that sooner or later there would be a 
change, which came in 1881 when the Rev. John Hall, D.D., 
was elected the fifth chancellor, and the tide turned. Commo
dore Pavid Banks, of the Phi Chapter, always active and enthu
siastic in all University affairs, whether financial, educational or 
athletic, was made chairman of a committee to select a new site 
for the University, and selected an estate of forty acres beyond 
the Harlem River, between Morris Heights and Fordham Heights, 
The committee unanimously approved his choice. Subsequently 
the council adopted the report of the committee and in 1892 
acquired the site for the University College. Meanwhile, in 
1891, Dr. Hall resigned and was succeeded by the Rev. Henry 
M. MacCracken, as sixth chancellor. 

After the usual exercises in celebration of Founders' Day on 
April J 8, 1894, stones were removed from the old Washington 
Square building and transported under escort to University 
Heights, which the site was named. The Phi Chapter boys went 
in a tally-ho and joined in the ceremony of laying the corner
stone of the first building. 

The hopes and expectations cherished for many years by the 
Phi Chapter, as well as by the University council, alumni and 
students, were realized when the college work was moved in 
October, 1894, to the new site. Some of the professional schools 
are necessarily separated as to location from the College, but the 
strength of the Chapter lies in the departments at University 
Heights, from which nearly all of the candidates for membership 
are chosen. Here on the plateau at an elevation of nearly 200 
feet above the Harlem River, looking out upon the Hudson River 
bounded by the Palisades, and commanding a view of the upper 
part of Manhattan Island as well as the country east and north, 
is the college quadrangle. 

Such were the auspicious conditions and prospects under which 
began the new era for the Phi Chapter, the closing years of the 
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first and the early years of the second semicentenniunx For the 
first year, 1894-95, the Chapter occupied a house on Hampden 
Street and had the first experience in chapter house life; but in 
1895 they leased a house which was almost as well adapted for 
chapter use as if it had been built for the purpose. This house 
and the lot soon purchased for the permanent chapter house were 
located on Andrews Avenue, a street named after the father of 
Brother Clarence Andrews, '73, Mr. Loring Andrews, who gave 
$100,000 to the general endowment of New York University 
in 1864. The Elders incorporated the "Phi Chapter Association" 
for the purpose of holding property and erecting a chapter house, 
for which a lot 100 χ ιοο was secured on the corner of Andrews 
and University Avenues, immediately opposite Ohio Field. The 
officers of the association, P. L. Schenck, M.D., '62, president; 
J. V. S. Woolley, M.D., '67, vice-president; Walter J, Greacen, 
'96, secretary; James Boyd, '8a, treasurer, and the executive 
committee, as well as members, began working to bring a new 
house into being. 

T h e success of the effort for a new house is largely due 
to the untiring loyalty of Dr . Peter L . Schenck, '62,, 
chairman of the building committee. The site of the 
house was selected in 1894 by Brother Pierson and had 
been held by the Chapter ever since. T h e land when 
finally paid for cost $10,000, but is now worth many 
times that sum. T h e original cost of the house was about 
$20,000, par t of which was carried on a mortgage. This 
was in par t reduced by a legacy left by Dr . Schenck upon 
his death. Before the present house was built, however, 
some of the Elders wanted to sell the lot on which the 
house now stands and with the money purchase a cheaper 
piece of land on a side street. This was the action taken 
by Psi Upsilon, and is a course which doubtless has been 
many times regretted. T h e original Psi U property stood 
on the corner opposite Zeta Psi on Hal l of Fame Terrace , 
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the University having allotted these corners to the two 
fraternities. At the time of the allotment Brother Pierson 
was not only influential in the affairs of Zeta Psi, but 
wielded a tremendous influence within the University 
itself, as he was for many years secretary of the council. 
He was furthermore acquainted with many of the leading 
men in other fraternities, and with them was largely 
instrumental in putting fraternity life in general on a 
higher plane than it had previously occupied. He was 
insistent that fraternity life should be in large measure 
scholastic instead of being wholly social. 

After the removal to University Heights and particu
larly since its occupancy of the new house, the Phi Chap
ter enjoyed an era of almost uninterrupted prosperity. 
This came to a sudden end, however, in the fall of 1917 
when, because of our entrance into the World War, only 
six brothers returned to college. In October, 1918, the 
Phi was practically suspended as an active chapter, in 
accordance with the wishes of the Government. The 
entire active body was in service, nearly all of them over
seas, and only two brothers were in college, both of them 
in the New York University Training Detachment, which 
was commanded by Brother Captain William S. Maulsby, 
Kappa '12. The house was turned over to the Red Cross 
for use as a surgical dressing center, and the furniture 
was loaned to the Hostess House for the use of soldiers 
in training at the University. There was, however, at 
no time any actual suspension of the Phi, and indeed 
informal meetings were continued although there were 
no actual initiations. Gradually, in January and February 
of 1919, the brothers began to return, although the house 
was not surrendered by the Red Cross until later. The 
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brothers in the meantime had to live in the dormitories, 
and eventually Gould Hall became a kind of temporary 
abiding-place for Zeta Psi. 

How well the Phi was represented in the World War 
may be shown by the fact that beginning with Brother 
Willard C. Fiske, 1876, who served as colonel of the 
One Hundred Seventh United States Infantry, no fewer 
than sixty are on the honor roll. One member paid the 
supreme sacrifice, Duncan Q. Guiney, '13, who died of 
wounds on September 19, 1918. 

To attempt to do justice to the Phi personnel by select
ing from the roll of the Chapter the names of those who 
have done honor to themselves, as well as to the Frater
nity, presents an almost impossible dilemma. In the 
Civil War nearly all the early members of the Fraternity 
were enrolled in some capacity or other. Brother Skill-
man served in the Navy, and Brothers Carter and Wood-
hull acted as chaplains. Brother Isaac Newton, '55, was 
assistant to Captain John Ericsson, at the request of the 
latter, in the construction of the Monitor, of which he 
was chief engineer in the memorable battle with the 
Merrimac. In educational circles the Chapter has been 
particularly strong, and has had from the first many of 
the most distinguished representatives on the University 
faculty. Brother Van Hoesen, '52, was a distinguished 
judge; Brother C. DeW. Bridgman, '55, was during his 
lifetime esteemed one of the most eloquent divines in the 
Episcopal church. Brother Joseph Nimmo, Jr., '53, was 
a recognized authority in matters of commerce, economics 
and industrial statistics, while Brothers Redfield, '60, and 
Dutcher, '58, were authorities of note in the field of law. 

As the mother chapter, the Phi was of course chiefly 
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instrumental in the establishing of the early chapters of 
the Fraternity. The Zeta and the Delta are directly 
attributable to the special interest of Brother Woodhull, 
and Brother Sommers aided directly in the establishment 
of the Sigma. In a cleverly devised speech in honor of 
Brother Woodhuli held in New York in January, 1911, 
Brother Η. Τ. Thomas, Omega '64, pointed out that 
there were present on that occasion representatives of 
seven chapters, the Phi, Chi, Epsilon, Theta, Upsilon, 
Lambda, and Omega, all of which chapters except the Phi 
could trace their lineage directly to Brother Woodhull, 
thus fully sustaining Brother Thomas' point that he is the 
"father of us 311." This lineage is directly traced by 
showing that it was through Brother Woodhull that both 
the Zeta and Delta Chapters were founded, and that 
through these chapters the others were brought into the 
mystic circle. 

The story of the mother chapter of the Fraternity may 
well end where it began, with Brother J. Β. Υ. Sommers. 
In May, 1919, Brother Freeman Woodbridge, Phi '8g, 
wrote from New Brunswick, N. J., the following letter 
to The Circle: 

One day last August we climbed Black Mountain, the highest 
peak in the vicinity of Lake George, about 2,700 feet above sea 
level at the top. One looks down upon that beautiful lake, also 
parts of Lake Champlain, and across to the Adirondack and 
Green Mountain Peaks on the west and north, while far away 
the Catskills are on the south. 

At the top of the mountain I walked up a long sloping rock, 
which reaches I think to the very highest point of the peak. There 
I noticed some carvings in the stone, partly overgrown with moss 
and apparently very old. Curiosity prompted me to look at them 
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closely, and I found distinctly carved the words "B. Y. Sommers, 
Zeta Psi 1852." 

My hat came off and I gave the Zeta Psi salute. 
Benjamin Yates Sommers, a few years after he founded our 

glorious Fraternity at New York University, apparently had been 
at the top of Black Mountain, and there carved in the everlast
ing rock his name, the year, and the Greek letters of Zeta Psi. 

As I saw them I thought of the words: 

As we tread the pathway high, 
Leading on to glory, 

Oft we'll wreathe 'round Zeta Psi 
Praise in song and story. 
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CHAPTER XIX 

Zeta 

TH E mother chapter at New York University had 
been in existence less than a year before the founders 

of the Fraternity made their first move toward expansion. 
Curiously enough the second chapter was located far from 
the watchful supervision of the parent. Williams Col
lege at that time, though small in numbers, bore an excel
lent reputation, and was already the seat of four other 
fraternity chapters—Kappa Alpha, Sigma Phi, Delta 
Upsilon, and Chi Psi—all of which had been in existence 
for more than ten years before Zeta Psi entered the field. 
Under these circumstances it is rather remarkable that 
an infant organization such as Zeta Psi should have ven
tured so far into the face of such keen competition. 

Just what prompted the move is uncertain. The only 
connecting link between the Phi and Williams College, 
so far as can be discovered, lay in the fact that Brother 
George S. Woodhull, Phi '48, had a cousin, Caleb, who 
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was graduated from Williams in 1848. Between these 
cousins some intimacy must have existed, for George at
tended Caleb's graduation at Williamstown. At that time, 
however, the Zeta had already been established, for on 
October 18, 1848, George wrote of the flourishing condi
tion of the Chapter to his cousin, Judson H . Hopkins, 
who was then a student at Rutgers and later became the 
founder of the Delta Chapter. Caleb Woodhuli was 
never a Zete, and we can therefore only infer that through 
him his cousin George became interested in Williams 
and conceived the idea of founding there a chapter of his 
fraternity. 

It is certain, however, that Brother George Woodhuli 
and Brother John Benjamin Yates Sommers, the founder 
of Zeta Psi, wrere the prime movers in bringing the Fra
ternity to Williams. Associated with them in this enter
prise was a junior at Williams, Henry Silas Hodges, 
who, we are told, went to New York and was initiated 
at the Phi Chapter, May n , 1848. 

The Williams Chapter was founded on May 23, 1848, 
as the Alpha of Massachusetts. Because of subsequent 
resignations from the Fraternity it is difficult to gauge the 
exact size of the early chapter. At least eight men were 
initiated in May—probably on the twenty-third—and two 
in June; an early history of the Chapter adds three more 
to the list. The following year at least seven were ini
tiated—the early historian mentions nine. But even from 
this rough approximation it can be seen that the Chapter 
had no difficulty in getting on its feet. The quality of the 
men who joined the Alpha of Massachusetts leaves no 
doubt of the fact that they must have been influential in 
the college. A surprising number of them lived to attain 
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unusual distinction in after life, among the number being 
Samuel B. Sumner, '49, later clerk of the supreme court 
of Connecticut and active in fraternity circles; his 
brother, Charles A. Sumner, '54, congressman from Cali
fornia; Judge Joseph Tucker, lieutenant-governor of 
Massachusetts; Phineas Warriner Hitchcock, United 
States Senator from Nebraska; and Addison C. Niles, 
judge of the supreme court of California. 

In the second year of its existence the Chapter was 
instrumental in establishing the Chi at Colby College, 
when Brothers J. S. Barry, '53, and Ezra J. Peck, '51, 
installed the Alpha of Maine on November 19, 1S50. 
The Chapter further proved its interest in the Fraternity 
by playing host to the first Grand Chapter Convention 
on August 14, 1849. 

The Chapter held its meetings at first in a private 
building nearly opposite the old Union House; then in 
the lodgeroom of the Odd Fellows on South Street. 
Finally it secured quarters of its own, a hall in one of the 
buildings at the foot of Consumption Hill. 

The sudden death of the Chapter has always been 
shrouded in mystery. Rumors and counter-rumors have 
been rife, and some of them have crystallized into tradi
tions. To separate fact from fiction is impossible. No 
written records have survived, and even the first-hand 
accounts of eye-witnesses fail to agree in important par
ticulars. The whole matter was rather thoroughly inves
tigated many years ago by Brother Frederic N. Vanduzee, 
Zeta '8γ, and his conclusions are quoted here as the most 
authoritative available: 

The chief reason was due to the admission of Henry E. Daniels, 
a junior from Amherst and a member of Psi Upsilon. His object 
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was to lift the Chapter to Psi Upsilon. This created ill feeling 
and there was a hot discussion. It is said that the members pinned 
their badges to the backs of their chairs and marched out, renounc
ing their charter as Zeta of Zeta Psi. 

Brother John S. Barry, '50, in relating the whole mat
ter to a later historian of the Zeta, makes no note of the 
above incident, but lays the death of the Chapter to the 
domineering attitude of the upperclassmen toward the 
lowerclassmen. Still another contemporary gives the 
cause as the bad reputation of some of the brothers. 

Whatever may have been the particular reason or rea
sons, it seems evident that the decease of the Chapter 
was due to a lack of internal harmony. At the Pough-
keepsie Convention of July 21-23, 1852, Brother Peck 
read the preamble and resolution of his chapter and 
"made some remarks in regard to the real cause of their 
dissolution." The Grand Chapter then passed the fol
lowing resolution: 

That the Grand Chapter accept the resignation of their char
ter by the Zeta Chapter, at the same time deeply regretting that 
any who had once adopted for their own our glorious motto 
should so violate its principles, and that all who have joined or 
who shall hereafter join other secret societies are and shall be 
expelled. 

Of the thirteen who comprised the Chapter at the 
time of its dissolution, it is known that two later joined 
Chi Psi, one Kappa Alpha, another Delta Psi, and prob
ably two Alpha Delta Phi. The others presumably re
mained loyal to Zeta Psi, and their names are included 
in the list of the forty-four Zetes who were initiated 
during the four years of the old Zeta's existence. 
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In 1861 a petition from a group at William* was 

rejected on the ground that there were already too many 
fraternities there, and so for twenty more years Zeta Psi 
bided its time and waited for an auspicious moment. The 
wisdom of the policy of delay was amply justified in the 
light of ensuing events, for when the Zeta Chapter once 
more entered Williams it was under the most favorable 
circumstances. 

Never, perhaps, was a chapter founded in a more 
unusual way. Fortunately a first-hand account of the 
whole proceeding has been preserved in the speech of 
Brother John C. Parsons, Zeta '8$, before the "Histori
cal Society of the Zeta Chapter." The date is uncertain» 
but certain excerpts from the speech will tell the story: 

In the early part of November or in late October of the yeir 
1880, the brother whom you have honored this evening with the 
usual annual address was waited on by one whom we have all 
long known as Brother Theta and invited, with him, to cast in 
his lot with the old and honored fraternity of Phi Gamma Delta. 
The Iota Chapter of this noble organization, he said, had been 
but recently established, and its existence in college was known 
to only some twelve charter members. These excelled in scholar
ship, had no wayward propensities, and their purpose was to set 
on foot a model chapter, one that the faculty might fondle and 
dance on its knee, and which should redeem the unenviable char
acter of college fraternities in general. 

The youth in freshman's skirts, flattered that so noble a brother
hood should consider him eligible to their number, and claiming 
among his acquaintance several of these choice spirits, consented 
to enroll himself under the banner of Phi Gamma Delta, and 
with his solicitor was duly initiated into the mysteries of the 
ancient order. . . . 

Your historian learned later that the Chapter had been given 
birth to the preceding year and was a source of great satisfaction 

t 245 1 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
to the Society at large. . . . Great credit was given one Brother 
Watson, who had been chiefly instrumental in gaining this valu
able accession, and he -was appointed guardian spirit of the Wil
liams coterie. This Watson was particularly remarkable for the 
possession of a monstrous sandy moustache, which gained for him 
the appellation of "hoss-tail Watson." . . . 

But the 1884 delegation, numbering two, was not long in dis
covering that even the sub rosa chapter of a secret society has its 
darker side. It was necessary that everything should be done 
under cover, lest we arouse suspicion; our gatherings were few; 
we had little in common; house or hall we had none; the fresh
men, for all they knew, might graduate at the end of four years 
without seeing the enterprise nearer a consummation. . . . 

During the spring recess following, our Brother Ober, to whose 
untiring and well directed efforts every Zete present owes his 
relation to this chapter—for I am sure that the undertaking must 
have failed but for his devotion and zeal—Brother Ober, I say, 
induced our worthy landlord to purchase the premises which we 
now occupy and secured the lease of them for a term of years 
in the name of Phi Gamma Delta. On the return of the chronicler 
of these events at the opening of the spring term, he was hastily 
met by a number of the brethren, a pin was plastered on the 
left front of his "weslrit," and he was told to advertise himself 
—the thing was out. 

We created a little commotion, no great stir. The older and 
better fed dogs sniffed a little round the newcomer; then hav
ing satisfied themselves of his odor, which was probably not alto
gether ravishing, they departed in peace. The Athenaeum favored 
us with two lines and then the subject was dropped but for an 
occasional unfriendly whisper, which would be wafted to our ears. 

Phi Gamma Delta, having now crept out from under the rose 
bush, set to work in good earnest. Carpet, curtains, chandeliers, 
furniture, on a modest but substantial scale, were procured, dona
tions were made by Brother Gillette and others, and we chose 
to consider our craft well under way. Still, there were discour
agements. There was not that unity of minds which is necessary 
to the life of a brotherhood, and there were frequent clashes which 
threatened the existence of the Chapter. . . . 
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The following fall saw ten of us ensconced in "the house," 

with the view of throwing die item of our room rent into the 
chapter box instead of into the overflowing coffers of the Col
lege. . . . That was a bitter winter and when Fred Smith's 
bristles grew stiff with cold and rage, the devil must have laughed 
gleefully. . . . 

[Then follows an account of the initiation of a number of 
good men.] The lump was beginning to leaven. Was there a, 
thought among the brethren that the Chapter might be running 
ahead of the Fraternity. . . ? There had been for months a 
growing dissatisfaction. A few of us were outspoken; . . . all 
felt that a stronger band was necessary to our better and closer 
union. Such was the feeling that found no unanimous voice 
until it began to be whispered about that Badge1 had held some 
correspondence with the grand secretary of the Zeta Psi Fraternity 
of the Northwest, and it looked as if, could we but shake off 
Phi Gamma Delta, we might find an opening in the symbolic 
circle of Tau Kappa Phi 

For a season there was silence; then a shout went up of deter
mination and hope. A formal document of resignation was drawn 
up, . . . despatched to the Grand Phoenix of Phi Gamma Delta, 
and we clasped one another's hands with a sense of freedom 
and unbounded respect. . . . 

Our old friend Watson came on posthaste, accompanied by 
a heavily jeweled New York undergraduate with a silk hat and 
cigarette to give the embassy tone, reasoned, expostulated, en
treated, to no purpose. He might put the worst interpretation on 
oar action that he desired, the Fraternity would hardly take the 
question into the courts, and for the rest we had no care. 

T h e success of the petition of these erstwhile members 

of Phi Gamma Delta was due to the enthusiasm and 

cooperation of Brother Truman Henry Safford, Rho '54, 

who was then professor of astronomy at the College. A t 

his recommendation a charter was granted, and on N o -

' George Henry Badser, '83. 
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vember 21, 1S81, the seventeen petitioners were initiated 
by the Phi Alpha, Albert Horatio Gallatin, Phi '59, 
assisted by Daniel Cady Gere, Gamma '79; Charles 
Brown Everson, Psi '78; Samuel B. Sumner, Zeta '49, 
and Frank H. Bowen, Jr., Pi '<5j. 

It would be difficult to find anywhere a more promis
ing nucleus for a new chapter. And there was need for 
men of the highest calibre, for the old-line fraternities 
at the College had things pretty much their own way. 
Although Zeta Psi had been the fifth fraternity to be 
established at Williams, her absence for almost thirty 
years had long ago caused her to be forgotten. The new 
chapter was compelled, therefore, to start de novo and 
win its way on its own merits. 

A list of college honors attained by the new Zetes 
would be only a repetition of editorships, class offices, 
and presidencies. In 1884, for example, Zeta Psi fur
nished three of the four class presidents. The Zeta seems 
to have been represented in everything that went on in 
the College. The record in scholarship is perhaps the 
most surprising and noteworthy. By 1890 the Zetes had 
collected fifteen commencement appointments and eleven 
Phi Beta Kappa keys. The delegation of 1887 had four 
members elected to this society, and in addition furnished 
the salutatorian, the class president, vice-president, and 
the secretary, to say nothing of the various other activi
ties, both athletic and literary, in which these nine Zetes 
participated. 

In 1890 the Chapter gave up its small house facing 
Field Park, and moved to more commodious quarters on 
North Street. The house still stands—the last building 
on the west side of the street—but it was abandoned by 
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the Zetes long ago in favor of one of the most pretentious 
of the many magnificent fraternity houses in Williams-
town. 

The financing of the new house project was a problem 
which called on the Chapter for all the strength which 
it could muster. The old house on North Strett had 
become antiquated and insufficient for the needs of a 
chapter, which averaged from twenty to twenty-five men, 
sometimes even more. The movement of the older fra
ternities toward building new and more elaborate houses 
had already begun and it was soon seen that Zeta Psi, 
if it were to hold up its head with the rest, must fol
low suit. Even in the cramped quarters of the old house 
the Zetes had been laboring under the burden of a heavy 
mortgage, to pay the interest on which heavily taxed the 
members. 

But in the fall of 1905 several of the younger alumni 
inaugurated a plan to raise money for a new house. By 
means of personal solicitation among the Elders, $8,000 
was soon raised, which enabled the Zeta to take title to 
the best site in Williamstown—at the head of "Fraternity 
Row" on Main Street, opposite the Greylock Hotel, Here 
was erected the magnificent new house, financed under a 
heavy mortgage, aided by long-term subscriptions from 
the alumni. The formal opening was held on October 
12, 1907. 

Concerning the spirit of the Zeta during this time, 
Brother Richard H . Mclntyre, Ό8, has written: 

The importance of the new house and the difficulty of accom
plishing its erection and occupation dominated the chapter life 
throughout this period. The Chapter was perforce self-centered, 
and it was during this period that it became known in the Fra-
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ternity as a "hermit" chapter. But the local and concrete prob
lems solidified a genuine spirit of Tau Kappa Phi that we think 
is unique, even in so unusual a fraternity as ours. 

From this ideal of chapter solidarity the Zeta has 
seldom deviated. As one turns over the pages of remi
niscences of the members during the past thirty years, he 
cannot fail to be impressed with the internal harmony 
which has generally prevailed. Coupled with this, there 
has been a thoroughly consistent effort on the part of the 
Chapter to keep Zeta Psi well up among the leading 
fraternities of the College. The lean years have been few 
and far between. The level of scholarship has been above 
the average; scarcely a class has graduated without at 
least one representative in Phi Beta Kappa, and in.one 
year at least—1924—the Zeta won the interfraternity 
scholarship cup. Zetes have always been found to the 
fore in all the extra-curriculum activities. Alumni sup
port has been of the best, with a growing realization 
on the part of the Elders that their cooperation is needed 
not only in, but out of rushing season. In the matter 
of finances as well the alumni have assumed their burden 
cheerfully and generously. The Chapter has needed a 
new roof—the alumni step forward and supply it. The 
house is too cramped for the large chapter—an addition 
is forthwith built—this latter improvement having been 
added during the summer of 1927. This alumni loyalty 
has been responsible for the large number of legacies to 
which the Chapter has fallen heir. At one time this tra
dition was a problem, but in the long run some of the 
Zeta's finest men have come from families in which the 
Zeta Psi tradition is held sacred. The most notable ex
ample within the Chapter is the three generations of the 

[250] 



Zeta Chapter 
Safford family: old Professor Safford, the founder of the 
new Zeta, though originally a member of the Rho, was 
adopted by the Zeta; next came his son, Arthur Truman 
Safford, Zeta '8f, and finally the two grandsons, Truman 
Henry Safford, 2d, Zeta'17, and Arthur Truman Safford, 
Jr., Zeta '26. 

The World War temporarily deranged the life of the 
Chapter. During 1917 and 1918 the ranks steadily 
dwindled as man after man left college to enter the 
service. By the fall of 1918 but two men were left. The 
house was closed, and was not re-opened until the signing 
of the Armistice brought the actives trickling back, to col
lege. The Zeta may well be proud of her war record, and 
with equal pride may look back to her recovery in 1919. 

Since the war certain noteworthy events have materi
ally aided the life of the Chapter. The house, commo
dious as it was, needed additional lounging facilities and, 
even more, space to accommodate the large number of 
elders who return frequently to visit and to keep up their 
contacts with the active chapter. Sensing this need, the 
elders, prominent among whom were Brothers Byard, 
'08; Sawyer, '08, and Wood, Ί ο , launched a campaign 
and raised the astounding sum of $60,000 to enlarge and 
redecorate the house. Completed in the fall of 1927, this 
addition has two unique features: the Mark Hopkins 
Library, perhaps the most beautiful room of its kind in 
any fraternity house; and, on the second floor, the alumni 
dormitory, the only one of its kind in the fraternity, con
sisting of a lounging room and twelve beds, all exclusively 
reserved for the use of the alumni. 

The second forward stride is the establishing of a 
Chapter Loyalty Fund, to provide regular financial sup-
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port for the Zeta. To this fund a large percentage of 
the elders contribute with the same fidelity and enthusiasm 
which has always characterized Williams Zetes. I t is 
unquestionably due, in part, to this moral and financial 
support that the Chapter, during the past three years, 
has achieved such an enviable record of honors. 

Taken all in all, few chapters of the Fraternity can 
point to a record of such uniform excellence as the Zeta. 
From its few hard jolts it has recovered with amazing 
rapidity, so that the general average of the Chapter, 
viewed over a period of nearly fifty years since its re-
establishment, is one upon which the Fraternity can look 
with pride. The reasons for this success seem to lie in a 
traditional chapter spirit, which can best be formulated in 
the language of a recent graduate: 

So, too, during those years there grew an ever-deepening affec
tion for the Fraternity and admiration for its ideals. I think to 
each came sooner or later a proud recognition of how it desired 
to take, in that overworked phrase, the "rough diamond" and 
turn him into a gem. I think the house may well be proud that 
it does not look for what, in the outworn terminology of an older 
generation, are known as "parlor snakes." I know the Fraternity 
may be proud of the fact that it does not take young boys and 
turn them into polished drinkers. I have always felt that at 
Williams the Zetes pursue wisely the Hellenic philosophy of 
moderation and tolerance. To the too polished the Fraternity 
imparts an honest sense of purpose, of earnestness, and of real 
enthusiasm. It helps the shy and sensitive to stand forth. The 
rougher and readier it refines. So toward the end all approach 
a mean, it is true, yet each has had a chance to develop his own 
powers and capabilities. 

To any chapter of any fraternity such a spirit would 
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bring lasting success. But that the Zeta should have suc
ceeded so well in realizing the ideal of Zeta Psi is a mat
ter of pride to the hundreds of Zetes throughout the 
country who have learned to know and admire the Chap
ter at Williams College. 
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Delta 

TH E third link was added to the chain shortly after 
the first two had been forged. Less than a year had 

elapsed between the founding of the Fraternity at the 
Phi and the installation of the Zeta, and it was exactly 
six months after the latter event that the Delta was estab
lished at New Brunswick. 

In the year 1848 Rutgers College boasted only a few 
more than a hundred students, a mere handful when 
compared with its present enrollment. And yet in those 
days, when a college education was not considered the 
necessary prerequisite to a career that it is today, the 
largest college in the country, Yale, numbered less than 
five hundred students, with Harvard, Union, and Prince
ton following in the order named. In size, therefore, 
Rutgers ranked about ninth in the country, and, because 
of its nearness to New York and Philadelphia, drew to 
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its ranks a rather cosmopolitan student body in which the 
South had a large proportionate representation. 

The college itself was one of the eight of the United 
States which had been founded before the Revolution. 
It was chartered in 1766, but did not open its doors until 
four years later, when as "Queen's College" it entered 
upon its long and honorable career. Though suspended 
for brief periods, the college has existed uninterruptedly 
since 1825, when the name was changed in honor of one 
of its chief benefactors, Colonel Henry Rutgers. 

The honor of bringing Zeta Psi to Rutgers must be 
accorded to Brother George S. Woodhull, Phi '48, the 
only member of the oldest delegation of the oldest chap
ter of the Fraternity; his name, therefore, will forever 
lead all the rest in any roster of the members of Zeta 
Psi. Shortly after his graduation from New York Uni
versity, in the fall of 1848, he took a trip to New Eng
land, stopping at Williamstown. There he found the 
new Zeta Chapter flourishing. Writing to his close 
friend and cousin, Judson H. Hopkins, then a junior at 
Rutgers, he says, 

. . . and this puts me in mind of another thing, I believe that 
you are not a member of any of the Secret Societies at Rutgers 
College, and of course I don't mean your Literary societies. I 
have thought that perhaps you might like to join our Fraternity 
and if so I think the Chapter here would be glad to receive you. 

But as it would be far more pleasant for you to have those 
around you as members of the same Society, what do you think 
about the probability of finding others, such as you would like 
and approve, willing to join with you . . . ?" 

Hopkins eventually was persuaded to think well of the 
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idea of founding a chapter of Zeta Psi at Rutgers, for 
after some correspondence between him and his cousin, 
he received the following letter from the founder of the 
Fraternity: 

New York, Nov. 20, 1848. 
Mr. J. Hopkins, 

Dear Friendj 
I have been authorized by our Chapter to inform you that 

yourself and friend . . . have been duly elected members of the 
Zeta Psi Fraternity. Now as regards your initiation . . . you 
named Friday the 24th inst. . . . this suits our Chapter equally 
well, so let it be. If you and your friend then, will call on 
Brother Woodhull at precisely 2 P.M. on the above named day, 
we will proceed to your initiation. 

In haste, Yours &c, 
JOHN Β. Υ. SUMMERS. 

Brother Woodhull resides at No. 184 Henry St. 
J. B. Y. S. 

The "friend" referred to in Brother Sommers' letter 
was John Hess, a classmate and close friend of Hopkins', 
who had enthusiastically accepted the suggestion of col
laborating to found a chapter of Zeta Psi at Rutgers. 

On the day named, therefore, the two friends pro
ceeded to Brother Woodhull's house on Henry Street. 
The initiation took place in the parlor, where Hopkins 
became the thirteenth member of the Fraternity in the 
presence of the members of the "Alpha of New York," 
later known as the Phi Chapter. Hess's initiation then 
followed. 

No definite step toward founding a chapter at Rutgers 
was taken, however, until January of the following year. 
In the meantime Brothers Hopkins and Hess had asso
ciated with them Cortlandt Van Wyck and Charles 
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Matthews, classmates of theirs; and the four friends 
presented a petition to the "Alpha of New York," for
mally requesting that a chapter be established at Rutgers. 
The New York Chapter met on the fifteenth of January; 
the hearty consent of the "Alpha of Massachusetts" 
(later the Zeta) was read, and by unanimous consent the 
four friends from Rutgers became the charter members 
of the new "Alpha of New Jersey." 

At this point of the story it will be necessary to revert 
for a moment to consider the situation in which the 
four new "Zetes" found themselves. The two most for
midable "social" organizations on the campus at this 
time were the two literary societies referred to in Brother 
Woodhull's letter to his cousin—Philoclean and Peitho-
sophian; although strictly literary in aim, they had come, 
since their organization in 1825, to wield an extraordinary 
influence on the campus. Practically every undergraduate 
belonged to one or the other, and the rivalry between the 
two became more and more bitter as the years went by. 
The intensity of the feeling was aggravated in 1845 by 
the installation of a chapter of Delta Phi, the first na
tional Greek letter fraternity to come to Rutgers, though 
a strong local Phi Sigma was already on the ground. The 
"Delta Phis" were ambitious; and attempted to gain con
trol of the two literary societies. The letter of one indig
nant student, quite evidently not a "Delt," has been pre
served: "Its [Delta Phi's] design in this institution is 
to regulate and control the internal affairs of both Peitho-
sophian and Philoclean Societies. This they will do by 
swelling their numbers in each society to such an extent 
as effectually to influence any question that might be 
considered." 
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Phi Sigma initiated no freshmen, with the result that 

Delta Phi, by picking the cream of each new incoming 
class, was able to gain considerable headway on the older 
local fraternity. The rivalry between these two groups 
naturally found its way into the literary societies, and 
served as fuel to the fire which already was burning 
brightly before the advent of Delta Phi. At last, in an 
attempt to extinguish the conflagration, Philoclean 
adopted a rule that only five of its members could be also 
members of Greek letter fraternities., 

The college authorities meanwhile had taken judicial 
notice of the situation, and determined to put an end to 
the fraternity rivalry by passing a rule in 1847 which 
made every member of a secret society liable to expul
sion, or any other punishment, at the discretion of the 
faculty. The new rule, however, seems to have been 
honored more in the breach than in the observance, for 
the "Delts" continued to flourish, and several other at
tempts were made to found secret societies. A chapter 
of Delta Psi led a precarious existence until 1852, when 
it was withdrawn. 

It was not into a hopeful field, therefore, that Zeta 
Psi entered on January 15, 1849. It was thought best to 
keep the existence of the Chapter a secret, and for a 
whole year the Fraternity remained under cover. 

The four charter,, members were soon reduced to three. 
Matthews left college to enter Union; on his departure 
he asserted his intention of founding a chapter of Zeta 
Psi there, but on his arrival at Schenectady he not only 
elected to join another fraternity, but attempted to in
duce his former brothers at Rutgers to do the same. As 
a result of his action he was expelled from the Frater-
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nity. His place as a charter member was filled by the 
addition of Peter W. Rousse, '50. 

Now it so happened that Rousse was a member of 
Philoclean, while Hopkins, Hess, and Van Wyck were 
Peithosophians. Rousse naturally wished to bring into 
the circle with him friends from his own literary society. 
He therefore made it a condition of his acceptance that 
he be allowed to invite a list of Philocteans chosen by 
him. As a matter of fact the Zetes were only too will
ing to accede to his proposal and accordingly, after 
Rousse's initiation, four more Philocleans were added to 
the Chapter roll: Garret C. Schenck, Richard L. Larre-
more, Charles H . Skillman, and William C. Elmendorf. 
Shortly afterward several more Peithosophians were ini
tiated with the result that by the fall of 1849 the Chap
ter consisted of about a dozen well selected members. 
Their prominence in college affairs was evidenced by the 
fact that at the preceding Commencement, five out of 
the eight men distinguished as junior orators were in the 
group that joined Zeta Psi. 

The feeling of the faculty and alumni against secret 
societies still made it necessary to observe the closest 
secrecy, but the Zetes braved the danger to the extent 
of wearing their badges in the open. The Chapter's exist
ence had been imprudently disclosed by a New York Zete. 
Delta Phi, which at this time had been suffering from 
the competition, became alarmed and initiated an unusu
ally active campaign, running men into their Chapter 
almost before the Zetes saw them. But the "Alpha of 
New Jersey" met the bitter competition with weapons of 
seemingly equal effectiveness, for eleven men were ini-
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tiated in 1850, eight in 1851, and nine in each of the two 
succeeding years. 

President Frelinghuysen in 1850 took a still more de
termined stand against the fraternities. The "Delts" took 
off their pins and the Zetes followed suit. Some time 
later the faculty required that each senior take a formal 
oath to the effect that he did not belong to any secret 
society; otherwise his diploma would be withheld. In 
the archives of the Delta are the resignations of each 
senior delegation for some years. As soon as the oath to 
the faculty had been taken, the resignations were with
drawn. 

The following extract from a letter of Daniel Van 
Winkle, '58, written after the lapse of almost seventy 
years since his graduation, bears evidence of the vivid
ness of the memory of those days in the "Fifties": 

The Fraternity showed no outward signs of existence except 
during the actual time of meeting. We possessed no habitation 
of our own and like the Covenanters of old were obliged to seek 
a domicile hither and yon,—sometimes in haylofts, where the 
cooing of pigeons intermingled with the subdued sound of our 
parting hymn—sometimes in the meeting room of the City Fire 
Co., surrounded by the paraphernalia of those doughty heroes— 
and again surreptitiously locating in the garret of mine host 
Hegeman. There were resignations and reinstatements galore in 
those days, made necessary by sudden and unforeseen questioning 
on the part of inquisitive members of the faculty. Meetings were 
held at some specified place, the location being made known but 
a short time before the convocation through a concerted signal, 
when a general initiation took place, to be followed at the close 
of the meeting by a wholesale resignation. 

Another interesting sidelight on the secrecy preserved 
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by the brothers is found in the anecdote of a future 
brother who was invited to the room of a friend whom he 
did not suspect of being a fraternity man. On the table 
was prominently exposed a most peculiar appearing 
blotter. The guest curiously picked it up, and to his sur
prise found beneath it a Zeta Psi badge. His friend 
explained to him that he did not regard his pledge to the 
faculty as binding, since it was exacted by force, and that 
consequently he had joined the Zetes. An invitation to 
join the Delta was given the guest and was accepted; 
another convert had been made. 

It was not until the death of President Frelinghuysen 
and the advent of President William H. Campbell in 
1863 that the anti-fraternity prejudice on the part of the 
faculty and alumni abated. President Campbell's son 
himself joined Zeta Psi, and the pledge theretofore re
quired of the seniors was abolished, although it had been 
openly and flagrantly violated for some years previous. 

The Delta in the "Fifties" prospered; Zetes held a 
majority of the campus honors, and the steadily growing 
body of Delta Elders won for themselves prominent 
places in every walk of life. 

Perhaps the greatest achievement of this period of the 
Delta's growth was the activity which has since won for 
it the well-deserved title, "Mother of Chapters." No 
less than six chapters of the Fraternity owe their exist
ence directly or indirectly to the zeal of the Delta. Its 
enthusiasm for extending the Chapter roll was due pri
marily to the fact that its chief rival, Delta Phi, had six 
or seven chapters, whereas Zeta Psi had but three. In 
order to pledge the men it wanted, it was necessary for 
the Delta to strengthen the national organization. This 
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it proceeded to do early in its history. In 1850 an ex
pedition to Princeton was organized,—some of the best 
men in the college were secured and the Omicron was 
thus established. The charter members were initiated in 
New Brunswick and started their Chapter on an honor
able career which officially lasted for over thirty years, 
until the opposition of the Princeton authorities drove 
secret societies from the campus. 

In the summer of the same year (1850) Edward and 
Samuel Appleton, twin brothers from Philadelphia, were 
initiated at New Brunswick. Their intention had been to 
enter Rutgers, but they changed their minds at the last 
minute and went to Pennsylvania. So thoroughly were 
they imbued with the Fraternity spirit, however, that they 
proceeded to found the Sigma at Philadelphia. At the 
Newburgh Convention of 1850, two Zetes from the 
Delta, Brothers Rousse and Larremore, were appointed 
as a committee to look after the welfare of the infant 
chapter. Again in 1852, when Brother Rousse was at
tending the Harvard Law School, he initiated the entire 
new Rho Chapter, with the assistance of Brother E. W. 
Appleton, Delta '$2. In the same year Brother Appleton 
instituted the Epsilon Chapter at Brown. In 1858, in a 
letter from the Delta to the Psi (then Dartmouth), we 
find the following extract: 

"About the last of December, 1857, the initiation cere
monies on the occasion of the establishment of the chapter 
at the University of North Carolina were performed in 
our hall. It bids fair to becoming a flourishing chapter 
and an honor to the Fraternity." 

And finally, in 1879, when Richard A. Anthony, a 
member of the sophomore delegation of the Delta, trans-
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ferred to Columbia, he called a meeting of at! the Zetes 
enrolled in the various graduate departments and with 
the help of C. W. Cutler, Delta 'ygt and W. G. Eliot, 
established the Alpha. Still more recently Brother F. 
K. W. Drury, Delta 'g8t lent invaluable assistance to the 
group at the University of Illinois which became the 
Alpha Epsilon. 

Because of its large southern representation Rutgers 
suffered severely during the period of the Civil War, 
and naturally the fortunes of the Delta reflected condi
tions in the college. The Chapter roll numbered several 
southern students, some of whom left at once to join the 
Confederate forces; others remained to graduate. It is 
related that as each left to join the Southern army he was 
escorted to the train by the entire active Chapter and 
bidden farewell with the best of wishes and good will. 
Nine men in all served with the Southern forces; double 
the number joined the Union army. Two men on each 
side gave their lives to their cause. 

The period of prosperity which the Delta had enjoyed 
between 1850 and 1858 now came to an end. The un
certain condition created by the exigencies of war was 
aggravated by numerous other causes, chief among which 
was the advent, in quick succession, of three other frater
nities, Delta Upsilon in 1858, D. Κ. Ε. in 1861, and 
Chi Phi in 1867. The Delta was kept alive, but little 
more. In 1866 the affairs of the Chapter reached a 
crisis, resulting in the expulsion of two men. As the 
result of internal dissensions, several other members of
fered their resignations, but soon withdrew them. The 
breach was gradually healed, however, and by 1867 the 
Chapter had once more regained its prestige in college 
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affairs and was launched upon a period of prosperity 
which continued for almost a decade. 

But, as so often happens, prosperity became the father 
of adversity. Although Zeta Psi ruled undergraduate 
affairs at Rutgers, it did not always rule wisely. Success 
is intoxicating, and the Delta fell a victim to a pernicious 
disease, which so often insidiously attacks a strong chap
ter; it became overly exacting in its requirements for 
admission, a fact which resulted in a diminishing Chapter 
roll. At the same time this feeling of superiority was 
reflected in a certain indifferent attitude toward the other 
fraternities of the college. The result was inevitable: 
with the falling off in numbers came the stalking spectre 
of increasing debts. In 1875 Brother J. Bruen Miller 
joined the Chapter, and through his efforts the Delta 
was freed from debt. In 1878 a great step in the right 
direction was taken with the founding of the Delta 
Alumni Association, which meets in New Brunswick each 
year during Commencement week, and has for years been 
a source of great strength to the Chapter. 

But the Chapter was not yet out of the woods. In 1883 
only three men returned. The Delta would undoubtedly 
have perished had it not been for the loyal cooperation 
of a group of Newark alumni who attended meetings, 
found new members, and assisted materially in financing 
the Chapter. Perhaps the greatest impetus to this move
ment was given by Brother John Laubenheimer, '83; 
through him the Chapter secured Brother Warren J. 
Brodie, to whose inspired efforts is largely due the rise 
of the Delta to the peak of prosperity in 1889. It is 
related that Brother William V. V. Mabon once said to 
him, "Brodie, if you would enter the ministry and work 
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as hard for the church as you do for Zeta Psi, you would 
make the devil bestir himself." There is no record of 
any hand-to-hand encounter between Brodie and Satan, 
but Zeta Psi at Rutgers did bestir itself, and largely 
through Brodie's dynamic leadership. 

Throughout the early part of the "gay nineties" the 
Delta prospered. The year 1893 must be especially re
membered for the fact that in June there graduated a 
man who for nearly forty years has been one of the most 
loyal friends and supporters that the Delta has ever had, 
and who furthermore for years served as a Grand Officer 
of the Fraternity in the capacity of Delta Alpha. It is 
due to his scrupulous care in keeping the records of the 
Fraternity, that the writing of any comprehensive history 
of Zeta Psi has been possible. The name of Herbert M. 
Waldron, more familiarly known as "Hub" to thousands 
of his brothers throughout the continent, is written into 
the records of Zeta Psi in imperishable characters. 

At this juncture it is necessary to revert for a moment 
to the housing situation. From earlier surreptitious meet
ings in haylofts and in rooms of the brothers, the Delta 
had eventually emerged into the light of day to occupy 
a hall at the corner of Peace and Albany streets, which 
was rented at the stupendous cost of fifteen dollars a year, 
payable in quarterly installments. Here the Chapter re
mained until i860, when it removed to the Algonquin 
Lodge Rooms, in Liberty Street, between George and 
Neilson, where the Masons met. In 1864 another move 
was made,—this time to a rented room on the third floor 
of the Parsons Building, at 15 Church Street; in 1880 the 
Chapter took rooms on the third floor of the Frankenstein 
Building, at 9 and 11 Peace Street. This might be de-

[265] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
scribed as a "central location": below was Ward's dry-
goods store; the second floor housed the Young Men's 
Catholic Club; and the praises of Jehovah mounted to 
heaven from a Jewish Synagogue in the rear. Three 
years later the new Masonic Hall at the corner of George 
and Albany streets offered desirable quarters to the Chap
ter, and two rooms were taken. Five years later, in 1888, 
three rooms were taken on the second floor of the same 
building. 

By this time, however, the need for a house of its own 
had asserted itself to the Chapter. Delta Phi had built 
in 1887, and Zeta Psi could not afford to lag behind its 
chief rival. The acquisition of a house has been thus 
described by Brother "Hub" Waldron: 

Tradition says that one day Brother William R. Duryee and 
Brother Thomas H. Stout met in front of the present house and 
read together the sign "For Sale." It was decided then and there 
that Zeta Psi was to buy that property. The Alumni Association 
had but fifty cents in its treasury, but that did not matter. They 
parted, one to interview the owners, and the other to take a train 
to Newark and New York to get the money. The first found 
that there was only one other prospective purchaser, and the other 
obtained enough money to take title. The other purchaser was 
easily disposed of. It was only necessary to promise to sell him 
the rear of the lot. The deal went through without a hitch. 
The Chapter returned in the fall to take possession of more land 
than it could use and what was, for the time, an entirely satis
factory chapter house. Its net cost was only $6,400. This house 
served the Chapter well for twenty-five years, until changing 
conditions made the present building necessary. 

During the years of its existence at Rutgers Zeta Psi 
had always taken a prominent part in campus activities; 
the Chapter had held a high social position in the college 
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and town, and its members were to be found at every 
gathering of young people. With the acquisition of the 
new house, extensive entertaining was done there also. 

No history of the Delta would be complete without the 
chronicling of a typical struggle between the Delta and its 
chief rival, Delta Phi. The class of 1888 had established 
a chapter of the sophomore society, Theta Nu Epsilon, 
which took three members from each fraternity. The so
ciety soon developed into a strong political organization 
which parceled out various offices and honors years in 
advance to the various fraternities. Zeta Psi and Delta 
Phi vied with each other for the control of the society; 
the rivalry was intense, and often bitter. The crisis came 
in the year 1891, when Delta Phi decided that it both 
could and would oust the Zetes. The proposition was 
to cut the membership of D.K.E. to one member in each 
delegation, which would give Delta Phi control of the 
votes. The crucial meeting was called, with a Zete in 
the chair as presiding officer; each member of the society 
well knew what was in the air, and the atmosphere was 
electric in its intensity. The "Delts" could muster one 
more vote from the floor than the Zetes, and accord
ingly the Zete in the chair made a demand for a vote 
as a member. His demand was granted, and thus when 
the vote on the burning question was taken, the result 
was a tie. The chair then, with consummate strategy, 
blandly cast the deciding vote, with the result that Delta 
Phi and its friends were expelled from the society, leav
ing Zeta Psi at the head of a combination which ruled 
college affairs for several years. 

The latter half of the "nineties" was a trying period 
for the Delta. That fatal germ of exchtsiveness, which 
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had played havoc only a few years before, again attacked 
the Chapter, this time in company with an even more 
virulent poison—indifference. The Chapter lost its inter
est both in college affairs and in itself, and incidentally 
forfeited a large share of the respect of the students and 
faculty. Debts mounted; the commissary was abandoned. 
Again it was the alumni who saved the day. Several of 
the Elders had formed the habit of gathering in one of 
the upper rooms. Although they had little to do with 
the actives, they were much concerned with the condi
tion of the Chapter. In 1897 they took matters into their 
own hands; they literally elected and initiated new men 
without any regard for the Zeta Psi Constitution or the 
ideas and wishes of the actives. The wisdom of these 
strong-handed tactics was made evident in two years. The 
Delta "came back": the debts were paid, the house was 
made comfortable, the membership increased and 
strengthened. On this broad and level foundation a 
strong Chapter was built up. A significant move for the 
better was also made when the control of the finances 
was taken away from the Chapter itself. 

Together with these changes in the Chapter, the char
acter of the college gradually changed; the idea became 
generally impregnated into the student body that the 
undergraduates came to college to work, and not neces
sarily to spend a leisurely year or two and then leave 
without a diploma. Zeta Psi naturally responded to this 
heightening in morale; the scholarship of the Delta 
improved, and Zetes were also to be found in every 
branch of extracurricular activity. 

By 1914 it was found that the old house was outgrown; 
the quarters were small and not in keeping with the posi-
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tion which the Fraternity occupied in the college. This 
inadequacy was reflected in a general restiveness on the 
part of the members. 

At this critical time in the life of the Chapter there 
stepped into the breach one of the most loyal and enthu
siastic Zetes that the Fraternity has ever known. Brother 
Charles C. Hommann, Delta Ίο, even then had made a 
name for himself as an organizer and backer of any 
movement which affected the welfare of his fraternity or 
his college. Sensing the need of his chapter, "Charley** 
went to work and single-handed raised enough money 
practically to tear down the old house, and then rebuild 
and refurnish it. By 1916 the Delta had come back to 
its old location, but the house was no longer recognizable; 
a complete transformation had taken place, and on the 
site of the old chapter house stood a beautiful and com
modious building, well worthy of Zeta Psi. The morale 
of the Delta increased amazingly; strong internally and 
active on the campus, it was about to enter on the most 
prosperous period of its history. 

Then came the War. By May, 1917, only three actives 
were to be found in college. During that year the mem
bership swelled and dwindled with kaleidoscopic rapidity; 
Zetes came and went, some never to return. Fortunately 
the Government did not take over the house for 
use as a barracks, and it was kept open for fra
ternity use. 

The Delta, in common with ail other fraternity chap
ters, went through a trying period of reconstruction fol
lowing the Armistice. In the fall of 1919 a group of 
younger alumni took rushing matters in hand and oh-
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tained a splendid delegation. Interest in undergraduate 
life was revived, and Zeta Psi, having overcome its 
handicap, took up its affairs where it had left off in 1917. 

This enlargement gave the Delta Chapter the most 
costly, the largest, and the most adaptable plant of any 
fraternity at Rutgers. Since that time several of the 
older fraternities, especially Delta Phi, Delta Upsilon, 
D.K.E., and Chi Psi, have followed suit by building new 
and larger houses or rebuilding and enlarging old ones. 
Consequently the Zetes have again that wholesome com
petition which has given vigor and resourcefulness to the 
Chapter throughout its long history. 

But "Charley" Hommann is gone. His years of faith
ful service to his fraternity and college, coupled with the 
conduct of his business, wore down his physique. He re
moved to Colorado in the hope of regaining his health, 
and just as his many friends were rejoicing in his apparent 
recovery, the word was received that he had died, on 
March 28th, 1931. Zeta Psi will long remember him; 
the house of his native Delta Chapter stands as a monu
ment to his zeal and devotion. 

And so today the Delta stands in an enviable position. 
In 1930 it furnished its ninth Phi Alpha to the Frater
nity in the person of Brother John V. N. Dorr, '94. 
Rich in historic traditions, it not only can boast its title of 
"Mother of Chapters," but also can truthfully point with 
pride to the fact that it has the longest unbroken history 
of any chapter in the Fraternity. And finally, if it be 
not out of place to point a moral to adorn the tale, it must 
be added that the largest share of the credit for its hon
orable history must be laid at the door of an ever-increas-
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ing body of loyal and devoted alumni, who have not been 
afraid, in times of crisis, to take vigorous measures to 
preserve the honor and integrity of two of the most 
powerful influences in their lives—the Delta Chapter and 
its parent, Zeta Psi. 
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CHAPTER XXI 

Sigma 

ROMULUS and Remus are the traditional authorities 
for the proposition that it never pays to do any

thing by halves. Take the simple problem of obtaining 
nourishment, for instance. And then there is Rome; and, 
still more recently, the Sigma Chapter. 

The coincidences which led to the establishment of the 
Sigma began when the Appleton twins—Edward and 
Samuel—were born on the same day and in the same 
place. From that time on their lives ran closely parallel. 
As boys they attended the Rutgers grammar school at 
New Brunswick, and it was their intention to matriculate 
at Rutgers College. But the sudden removal of their 
parents to Philadelphia caused a change in plans, and the 
twins entered the University of Pennsylvania in 1849. 

In the summer of 1850 they visited New Brunswick, 
and found many of their old school friends enrolled in 
the Delta Chapter of Zeta Psi, which had been founded 
two years before. Within a very short time the twins 
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had become so enthusiastic over Zeta Psi that their friends 
forthwith initiated them into the Delta Chapter, on July 
8, 1850. Nothing was more natural than that they should 
wish to carry their coals to Newcastle—brotherly love 
back to Philadelphia; and to that end they applied for 
permission to establish Zeta Psi at the University of 
Pennsylvania. By early autumn the Grand Chapter had 
given its consent. 

In the meantime the Appletons had gathered about 
them three of their friends—-William Lehman Wells, 
Fairman Rogers, and Gideon Scull, Jr . ; one John H . 
Tingley seems also to have been of the original number, 
but his name was later dropped from the Fraternity rolls. 
On September 4, 1850, the Chapter was formally in
ducted by John Benjamin Yates Sommers, one of the 
founders of the Fraternity and then Phi Alpha, and 
Peter Warren Rousse of the Delta, also a Grand Officer. 
The ceremony took place in a "quaint building on the 
east side of Seventh Street near Sansom." After the ini
tiation and installation four more members were elected, 
who were initiated at a meeting held three days later. 

The University in those days presented a far different 
picture from what it does today. The entire student body 
numbered only one hundred and thirty, and instruction 
was carried on in a small building at the corner of Ninth 
and Chestnut streets, where the post office now stands. 
The social activities of the students were, in the main, 
limited to membership in the two rival non-secret literary 
societies, Philomathean and Zelosophic—"Philo" and 
"Zelo," as they were called. Only one Greek letter fra
ternity existed, Delta Phi, which had been founded in 
1849. Since it became inactive between 1875 and 1882, 
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the Sigma has the honor of being the oldest fraternity at 
the University in point of unbroken existence. 

The Sigma—which did not obtain its official designa
tion until the convention of 1851—undertook at once 
the problem of building up a strong personnel. By Janu
ary, iS$t s it had so well succeeded that the Chapter 
numbered fourteen men. It appears that meetings in the 
beginning were held only bi-monthly, first in the rooms 
of the various members and later in a room in the Athe
naeum. But on March 17, 1851, regular quarters were 
obtained on the west side of Sixth Street, above Spruce. 

Gleanings from the minutes make it possible to recon
struct a picture of those early gatherings. It was some 
time before official badges could be procured, and the 
Zetes adopted the policy of identifying themselves for 
the time being by badges made of crimson satin. The 
meetings, which were a mixture of business and pleasure, 
were always opened and closed with the smoking of a 
pipe. The business disposed of, literary exercises became 
the order of the day, and a variety of subjects were 
debated, such as "Was Job's turkey male or female?"; 
or, turning to more academic subjects, the relative merits 
of two members of the faculty. 

The Appleton twins in 1851 forsook Pennsylvania and 
entered Rutgers, where they later were graduated as 
members of Phi Beta Kappa. Still later, keeping their 
courses parallel, they both obtained successively their 
A.M. and D.D. degrees, and entered the ministry. 

But by the time they left Philadelphia they had so 
strongly entrenched the Sigma that the Chapter was able 
to stand firmly on its own two feet. The delegations for 
the next decade numbered anywhere from two to eleven, 
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but at no time did the Sigma fall from the high standard 
which it had set for itself from the beginning. By neces
sity the majority of the members were taken from Phila
delphia families, and hence it was impossible even to 
consider taking a house where the brothers could live to
gether. This fact, however, seems to have been no handi
cap to the development of a strong chapter spirit. The 
Sigma had no difficulty in obtaining the pick of the Col
lege. From the outset it chose its members from the finest 
families in the city, a circumstance which has proved of 
increasing value to the Chapter in more recent years. 
Today more than three hundred Zetes, a large majority 
of them Elders of the Sigma, live in and around Phila
delphia; many of these are sons, grandsons, uncles, and 
cousins of Zetes who have gone before them. Perhaps 
no more outstanding example of a Zete family tradition 
can be found than exists in the Pepper family; twelve 
men bearing the name have brought distinction to Zeta 
Psi since the first—Brother William Piatt Pepper—was 
initiated in 1854. His cousin, Brother William Pepper, 
'62, was later provost of the University from 1881 to 
1894; the latter's nephew, ex-Senator George Wharton 
Pepper, Sigma '8y, is today one of Zeta Psi's most dis
tinguished sons. And yet the story of this remarkable 
family is not yet told, for if there be added all the col
lateral relations who have joined the Sigma—notably 
the six members of the Newbold family—the list would 
mount almost to thirty! And so the tradition might be 
further established by citing the Biddies, the Wisters, the 
Cowperthwaits, and many others who have helped build 
up for the Sigma and Zeta Psi a great background of 
loyal and enthusiastic Elders, who have received as a 
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heritage the mantle which has been passed to them by 
their predecessors. 

To return to the Sigma of the "Fifties," in 1856 the 
Chapter moved its rooms to a location nearer the Univer
sity, the west side of Tenth Street, north of Market. In 
1858 we find them established at 1019 Walnut Street, 
and in 1861 on the south side of Walnut Street, below 
Ninth. Here they remained until 1867, when they took 
up quarters at 1340 Chestnut Street, on the corner of 
Juniper. On December 20th of that year a fire broke out 
in the house, and considerable damage was done to the 
third floor, where the Zetes had their quarters. One of 
the occupants of the house rendered such valuable assist
ance that it was suggested at the next meeting of the 
Chapter that the brothers make him a suitable present. 
The Gamma, however, reported but thirteen cents in the 
treasury, and so the brothers had to defer the matter until 
a more prosperous season. So far as the silent records 
attest, the gallant amateur fireman had to look to Heaven 
for his reward. 

During the first decade of its existence the Sigma was 
directly responsible for the institution of two more chap
ters of Zeta Psi: the Alpha, at Dickinson College, which 
in 1852 was established by a committee from the Phila
delphia Chapter, and the Tau, which was installed in 1857 
by William Piatt Pepper and Henry Ashurst from the 
Sigma. Moreover, the Omicron at Princeton for many 
years owed its existence to the fact that members of the 
Princeton Chapter, handicapped as they were by the fac
ulty ban on fraternities, were frequently initiated in 
Philadelphia by the Zetes, who also represented the Omi
cron many times in the conventions. When it was finally 
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decided in 1898 that the Princeton Chapter should be 
definitely given up, the Sigma was denied the privilege 
of initiating men from the Omicron—a custom which had 
been kept up until as late as 1895, even though the Omi
cron had practically ceased to exist several years before. 

The Civil War caused the enlistment of almost fifty 
per cent of the Zetes from the classes graduating between 
1851 and 1865. Thirty in all saw active service, of whom 
two were killed in battle: Brother Captain Daniel Pen
rose Buckley, '55, at Gaines Mills, Virginia, and Robert 
Coles, '57, a captain in the Confederate Army, in the 
battle of Roanoke Island, N. C, Because of the vicissi
tudes of war, no men from the Class of '61 were initiated, 
but the delegation of '62 more than made up for the defi
ciency. Two of the members of this class in after years 
became provosts of the University: Brother William 
Pepper, from 1881 till 1894, and his successor, Brother 
Charles Custis Harrison. 

In connection with the Chapter's efforts to aid in the 
founding of other chapters, it is interesting to note that 
the Sigma in 1870 went on record as heartily endorsing 
establishing Zeta Psi at Lehigh. Three chapters voted 
against the petition, but the Sigma vainly endeavored to 
have them change their votes. However, during the year 
1870 it appears that "Brother Jenkins of Lehigh Uni
versity" was initiated by the Sigma. Whether or not 
Brother Jenkins was ever a student at Pennsylvania is 
uncertain, as practically no information is available re
garding him. 

In 1870 the Chapter moved to 1315 Chestnut Street, 
and in 1877 to the northeast corner of Thirteenth and 
Chestnut streets. But in 1872 the University had moved 
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from its down-town site to the magnificent new campus 
and buildings in West Philadelphia. So before many years 
another move was necessary; but it is an interesting fact 
that the Chapter retained its old rooms down-town until 
1897. Since they were located over an eye and ear dis
pensary, the brothers had to efiect their entrances and 
exits by leaping over the patients who, in the absence of 
a waiting-room, were parked on the stairs. The entire 
floor consisted of one room, together with a small pigeon
hole, not larger than eight by fourteen feet, which was 
used as a chapter hall. 

In 1876 the Grand Chapter met in Philadelphia for 
the first time. The Sigma had then fallen on evil days: 
the membership had so diminished that there were threats 
from headquarters that the charter would be withdrawn. 
Since 1873 the meetings had not been held with any regu-
laritys and from the Classes of '75, '76, and '77 a 
total of only six men had been taken. In 1875 it was 
reported at the convention in Boston that there were no 
undergraduate members in the Chapter and that the 
Elders almost despaired of securing any. The reason for 
the decline is unknown, but it seems likely that the Sigma 
might have gone down into ignominious oblivion had not 
four undergraduates, in March, 1876, addressed a peti
tion to the Elders asking to be received into Zeta Psi. 
These four men—R. P. Robins, '76; T. Robins, '77; T. 
R. Neilson, '77, and A. E. Newbold, '79—were granted 
their request. Seven more members were initiated by 
them during the year, and five the next. Among these 
were two who were destined to achieve unusual distinc
tion: Dr. Howard A. Kelly, of Baltimore, and Dr. 
Horace Jayne, who later became dean of the College 

[278] 



Sigma Chapter 
faculty and department of philosophy, and director of 
the Wistar Institute of Anatomy and Biology. Brother 
Newbold himself later was treasurer of the University, 
while Brother Robert P. Robins joined the University 
medical staff. 

Under the new regime the Sigma soon regained her 
former position at the University. Meetings were held 
regularly, and were largely attended by both Elders and 
"actives." A long-standing debt was cleared off and a 
removal was made to more commodious rooms which, 
with the financial assistance of the Elders, were comfort
ably furnished. 

The next twenty years were marked by the greatest 
prosperity. During that time the Chapter four times en
tertained the Grand Chapter—in 1880, 1885, 1892, and 
finally on the occasion of the Semicentennial in 1900. 
And during this period some of the most well-known 
Zetes joined the Chapter, including three future Phi 
Alphas of the Fraternity, Brothers Ellis Ames Ballard, 
' 81 ; Gustavus Remak, Jr., '8a, and J. Somers Smith, '87. 
In the same class with Somers Smith was Brother George 
Wharton Pepper, who as an undergraduate founded the 
Pennsylvanian, was president of his class, captained his 
class nine, played on both football and cricket teams, was 
valedictorian and the most popular man in his class. The 
activities of the others give an indication of the brilliancy 
of the Chapter during these years. Brother Remak, be
sides being president of his class, was editor-in-chief of 
the University magazine and captain of the football 
team; Brother Ballard was also president of his class, 
won high scholastic honors, and gathered in handfuls of 
medals for his prowess on the track; while Brother Smith 
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was vice-president of his class and won scholastic honors. 
The year 1884 was memorable for the fact that Zeta Psi 
contributed seven out of the eleven men on the varsity 
football team. Nor, in speaking of the celebrities of this 
time, must mention be omitted of Brother Anthony W. 
Robinson, '83, another future Grand Officer, who, as 
"Uncle Tony," has endeared himself to brothers through
out the country by his activities for the Fraternity. Truly 
this was the Golden Age of the Sigma, and the influence 
of the graduates of the "Eighties" is one of the most 
potent factors in the Fraternity and Chapter today. 

On the whole, the members, in spite of their social and 
campus activities, lived very simply. Leaping over pa
tients on the stairs certainly betokens no excessive amount 
of dignity; and there seems to have been a conspicuous 
absence of money. Brother Edwards S. Dunn, '87, has 
written of the quarters occupied by the Chapter: 

The room was furnished out of the bounty of the Elders, and 
contained a few chairs and a pool table- At times there was a 
piano, whose tone seemed to have been guaranteed to stand the 
shocks of constantly being moved up and down stairs, according 
as the Chapter had or had not the money to pay the monthly 
installments of rent thereon. These two pieces of furniture fur
nished our entertainment. 

In 1897 the Sigma moved into new and much more 
comfortable quarters near the University, at 3337-39 
Walnut Street. Here two houses were thrown together, 
and remodeled so that within a few years it became pos
sible for some of the brothers to live in the house. This 
same year also marked the incorporation of the Phila
delphia Association of Zeta Psi, which had been founded 
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in 1888, and had been the means of frequently bringing 
the Elders and "actives" together for banquets and 
smokers. 

In 1908 the property next to the chapter house was put 
up for sale. The site was highly desirable, for its loca
tion was directly opposite the campus, and the Chapter 
determined that it was going to build on that site or not 
at all. Committees of graduates and undergraduates at 
once went to work, and by July, 1909, pledges had been 
raised for more than $30,000. The old house on the 
property was torn down, and a handsome new building 
erected. By September, 1910, the Sigma was installed in 
its new home, the culmination of a whirlwind campaign 
which went far to demonstrate the nature of the support 
which the Elders could be counted on to supply. 

Concerning the spirit of the Chapter at this time the 
general secretary wrote in his report to the Grand Chap
ter in 1915: 

That the Sigma is recognized as a leader is putting it mildly. 
It is recognized as the preeminent fraternity group at Pennsyl
vania. It leads in scholarship and the percentage of members 
graduated, and it leads in every branch of athletic, literary, and 
dramatic activity. Much of its strength is due to wonderful 
alumni support. The Sigma Elders are proud of their Fraternity 
and their Chapter, and they support it accordingly. It is truly 
an inspiration to a visitor to be at some of their stated functions 
and observe the loyal, unselfish interest of the Elders of the Sigma. 

A further testimony to the standing of Zeta Psi at the 
University was obtained in 1911, when the Sigma became 
the prime mover in effecting the first rushing agreement 
ever made between the fraternities. There had long been 
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need for such an agreement, but the rival societies feared 
each other and hesitated to take a step which might com
promise them. Finally, the Zetes took the matter into 
their own hands and, with Delta Psi and Phi Kappa 
Sigma, drew up an agreement which was signed by twenty 
out of the twenty-two fraternities at the University. The 
move could never have been made by a group which did 
not have the entire confidence and respect of its rivals. 

The call to war in 1917 met with a quick response by 
the "actives" and Elders alike. In the fall of 1917 only 
seven men returned to college. Despite the initiation of 
many new brothers during the year, the fall of 1918 saw 
but two Zetes in the University. All but one of the pre
vious year's active chapter had enlisted. The house was 
turned over to the Government. In the meantime six 
brothers had made the supreme sacrifice: Brothers How
ard C. McCall, Ί 3 ; Benjamin Franklin Pepper, Ό ι ; 
Henry H. Houston, Ί 6 , and Richard S. Bullitt, Ί 8 , died 
in battle, while Hilary B. Rex, '15, died in Germany, a 
prisoner, and William E. Robinson, '17, died at Saranac 
Lake from tuberculosis contracted in his eagerness to 
enter the aviation branch of the army. 

I t took the Chapter a considerable time to recover from 
the depredations of the War. Added to the usual diffi
culties which faced every chapter during this period was 
a unique problem of a very serious nature. The Sigma's 
strongest rival for Philadelphia boys has always been the 
small and conservative fraternity, Delta Psi, which seldom 
reaches outside the city to make up its personnel, except 
as Princeton and Harvard graduates come to the profes
sional schools of the University of Pennsylvania. But the 
Sigma, although it has always drawn strongly from the 
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city, has no such tradition as its rival. Being a national 
fraternity, it has had to compete with the foremost of 
the old line fraternities, all of which, save Alpha Delta 
Phi, have chapters at the University. Hence it is that the 
Sigma, for the past forty years, has had to wage a war 
along two fronts, and in each case its rivals have had a 
tendency to scorn the class of men for whom the Chapter 
was competing on the other front. This middle position, 
a traditional one for the Sigma, made the Chapter's post
war recovery doubly difficult. In 1923 an extraordinarily 
poor rushing season supplied the necessary incentive to 
inspire the Chapter to Herculean efforts. From that time 
on the rise in the fortunes of the Sigma has been steady; 
the old spirit, generated over a period of more than 
eighty years, has once more reasserted itself—the spirit 
of one of her fallen brothers, Captain McCall, an account 
of whose death at Chateau Thierry was made to his 
colonel by one of the lieutenants: 

The tanks were destroyed, and he advanced ahead of the rest 
of his battalion. He fell within forty yards of the enemy's line 
while advancing, and with few men left, at the double t i m e -
shot through the neck and face. 

I was with him, and gave "down" to the remaining men— 
four. . . . I got to the ground and called the Captain several 
times. He seemed dead. All during the advance he cheered the 
men, and the last words I heard him say were: 

"Cheer O, my brave laddies; we will kick them out of the 
trench, and then get a good sleep." 
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Chi 

SCARCELY had the Omicron or Sigma Chapters 
been established in 1850 before the name of "Zeta 

Psi" had penetrated as far north as Maine to a tiny col
lege of seventy-four students hidden away at Waterville. 
The college had been founded thirty years before as the 
"Maine Literary and Theological Institution,"—later 
changed to the more euphonious "Waterville College." 
Still later the name was further simplified to Colby. 

Here, in 1849, a young junior by the name of Thomas 
Hersey Garnsey, had organized some of his friends into 
a local Greek letter society, Alpha Omega. There was 
only one national fraternity at Colby at this time, Delta 
Kappa Epsilon, and for some reason or other Garnsey 
had no use for it. Concerning the "Dekes" he wrote in 
a rather sophomoric vein, ". . . they are only dis
tinguished as intimate acquaintances of the faculty," a 
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distinction which today many a fraternity struggles to 
attain; but in the mid-Victorian American college things 
were different. Whether or not young Garnsey was jus
tified in his scathing accusation is a matter of little 
importance; the significant thing is that soon after Alpha 
Omega came into existence it began to look about for a 
national fraternity which it might petition for a charter. 
Several were considered before Zeta Psi dawned on the 
horizon. Just how the contact was established is uncer
tain, but in the autumn of 1850 we find Garnsey in corre
spondence with Brother John S. Berry, Zeta ' S3, then an 
undergraduate at Williams. Alpha Omega soon became 
more than passively interested in affiliating with Zeta Psi; 
Garnsey, in his correspondence with Berry, painted glow
ing pictures of the possibilities for a chapter at Colby: 

To obtain fellows of the right character for such a society is 
by no means a difficult matter. We have a crew there, any one 
of whom, in my opinion, would be by no means a disgrace to any 
society in New England. That they can sustain a society is a 
matter of no doubt; with nothing to oppose them, a wretched 
set they would be to let a society falter or die in their hands. 

And again he writes, 

You adopt a very good principle for selection of members, in 
which I am with you heart and hand; it is one which will take 
well with our students and especially with those students whom 
I have immediately in my mind; among them are the best of 
our scholars and the most talented of the college. The prospect 
is good for a society—there could be no better. 

Under the date of September 20, 1850, he writes of the 

success he has had in getting his friends to agree to join 

the new society; speaks in the highest terms of the Zeta 
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Psi pin, which he pronounces to be the most tasty one that 
he knows of; declares that the secrets of the D.K.E.'s are 
well known, and that their constitution lies upon his table, 
even as he writes; and he pronounces it a "lean" docu
ment. 

But the enterprise met a snag, as indicated by a letter 
written by Garnsey on October 7th: 

I have made what effort was necessary to effect our end, and 
have so far succeeded as to make up sixteen from the three upper 
classes whom I consider the best the college affords. But I am 
prevented from sending the desired petition by the anticipated 
expulsion of the whole senior class, among whom are five of our 
men; we shall know the worst tonight, and if we are only sus
pended, you shall receive the petition as soon as Thursday night. 
The faculty has altered the time of the senior exhibition from 
evening to afternoon; the class has protested and unless that be 
withdrawn (it will not be) we expect severe measures. If we 
go through the furnace unscorched you may be satisfied that a 
good chapter may be well sustained here. 

The storm must have blown over, for ten days later a 
petition, hastily signed by seven of the petitioners, was 
addressed to "The Zeta Psi Society of Williams Col
lege." The Zeta looked upon the petition with favor and 
enlisted the enthusiasm of the other chapters. Within a 
month the installation of the Colby Chapter was assured. 
Garnsey, on November 4th, gives a picture of affairs 
at Waterville: 

Our fellows are now at the highest pitch of excitement and can 
only be calmed by an intimate acquaintance with the secrets and 
signs of the Zeta Psi. Our hopes are high, our success certain. 
As I think of the matter day after day, the more I am convinced 
of our strength. The Betas [meaning the "Dekes"], as we call 
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them, cannot get a man possibly after we swing, until we take 
all we want. The neutrals will be compelled to acknowledge our 
superiority over everything they can pick up, and I see nothing 
to prevent us from sweeping the board. 

You caution us in the matter of choosing men. I will give you 
some of the grounds of our selection. We have chosen no man 
because he was a scholar alone, or writer, or speaker, or generous, 
but a proper modification of all these in any man has influenced us 
much. We have elected the popular men of college, and among 
these, we have some of the best stock. Our "Sophs" are emphati
cally smart, jovial, whole-souled beings; a better crew were never 
brought together. Six of them are the only members of the class 
who have received the highest certificates. 

Two weeks later the arrangements were made. Berry, 
accompanied by Brother Ezra J. Peck, Zeta '51, jour
neyed from Williamstown to Waterville and there, in 
Room 13 of the old Elmwood Hotel, initiated the four
teen charter members of the Chi: Thomas Hersey 
Garnsey, Albion Byron Clark, William Hunt Tucker, 
Henry Plummer Kimball, Wakefield Gale Frye, Ben
jamin Franklin Kelley, Charles Henry Davis, Henry 
Miller Pierce, Alfred Owen, Stephen Rollo Thurston, 
Robert Folger Stratton, Jotham Francis Baldwin, Nathan 
Butler, and Cyrus Wesley Lander. 

Garnsey's principles of selection, as laid down in his 
formula quoted above, seem to have been sound, for in 
after time practically all of these men attained distinction 
in various walks of life—Frye became consul general 
at Halifax; Garnsey went to the state legislature during 
the Civil War and became known as the first man to use 
the expression "copperhead" as applied to opposers of 
the war; Baldwin went to the Minnesota State Senate and 
ultimately became mayor of Columbus, Ohio; Owen 
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served as president of Roger Williams University at 
Nashville; Stratton, after meritorious service in the Civil 
War in many engagements, lived to be the father of a 
future Phi Alpha of the Fraternity (Charles W. Strat
ton, Xi 'Q3); while the others achieved eminence as law
yers, business men, and preachers. 

At the outset the Chapter meetings were held in a room 
in the Elmwood Hotel, but from the beginning the Chi 
prospered so rapidly that within a few months quarters 
were taken up in the old Marston Block, as it was then 
called, near the Unitarian church. Initiations followed 
rapidly; one sanguine Chi historian of the "Eighties" 
has stated that the Chapter received new members almost 
every week. Whether or not this was the case, it is cer
tain that in September of its second year, 1851, the Chi 
took in a delegation of fifteen men, swelling the total 
membership to twenty-seven, the largest chapter roll on 
record until as late as 1908. 

Among the fifteen initiates with this delegation one 
name stands out preeminently, that of Nelson Dingley, 
Jr. His first achievement was accomplished when, on 
transferring to Dartmouth College, he founded there the 
old Psi, now the Psi Epsilon. Publisher of the Lewiston 
Journal at the age of twenty-four, he entered the State 
House of Representatives six years later, and from then 
on, with rapid strides, became successively speaker of the 
House, governor of Maine, a member of Congress 
(where he framed the famous "Dingley Tariff"), sec
retary of the treasury under President McKinley, and 
finally a member of the Anglo-American High Joint 
Commission the year before his untimely death in 1899. 

Almost at once the Chi found itself on a firm footing 
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in the college. An historian of the Chapter has stated 
that it became so powerful "that the D.K.E. Fraternity, 
which has always been our great rival and enemy, was 
forced to request the Chi to leave some good men for 
them and not take all the desirable material." Making 
allowance for a certain natural enthusiastic optimism, it 
cannot be gainsaid that the Chi enjoyed unusual pros
perity. The Zetes were well represented in every field. 
College activities in those days were confined chiefly to 
scholastic and literary achievement, for athletics were not 
yet much in vogue; but within this comparatively re
stricted circle of activity the Chi made a name for itself. 
Scarcely a year passed when at least one Zete was not 
elected to Phi Beta Kappa; in 1858 all four members of 
that society were Zetes. 

Within the Chapter itself there was a great deal of 
attention paid to the literary exercises. At first meetings 
were held but once every two weeks, but these meetings 
seem to have been lively affairs. Special attention was 
given to debate. It is highly interesting to note that on 
July 17, 1852, Brother Dingley took part in a general 
discussion of the question, "Resolved, that this Govern
ment Ought to Sustain a Protective Tariff." It is even 
more significant that the presiding officer settled the ques
tion in the affirmative. 

To the modern undergraduate the term "literary ex
ercises," which we find occurring often in the minutes of 
the meetings of so many chapters during the nineteenth 
century, conveys the flavor of detested mid-Victorian 
antiquity. And yet it seems strange that these under
graduates of more than fifty years ago whose college life 
was featured by many town and gown riots, frequent 
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hazing, in which minor casualties were the order of the 
day, and a life which was in many respects much more 
"wild and woolly" than is the life of the average collegian 
today, should have taken so enthusiastic a part in a pro
gram which the student of the modern university is prone 
to condemn as "high brow." Time and customs change, 
it is true, and the equivalent of the old "literary exer
cises" is now more often found in clubs and societies and 
literary publications in which the whole college joins; but 
it is a source of some regret to many of the older members 
of the fraternity that the days have passed when a chap
ter met regularly to enable its members to clash their 
wits together and derive some vigorous mental stimula
tion from the exercise. 

With the approach of war clouds in i860 and 1861 we 
find the questions for debate in chapter meetings becom
ing more and more pungent and timely. While the now 
elder brother Garnsey was inventing the term "copper
head," his younger brothers in the Chi were formally dis
cussing such questions as these: "Is the coercion of a 
State practicable?" and "Is it the duty of students to 
volunteer?" 

The latter question was debated on April 21, 1861. 
Two days later a special meeting was called when the 
college term was prematurely closed. All the brothers 
joined in singing "America," and speeches were made by 
several of the brothers who were leaving for the war as 
volunteers. Others followed in rapid succession. The life 
of the Chapter was disorganized. 

In Memorial Hall, on the Colby campus, is a beautiful 
reproduction of the Lion of Lucerne; beneath it is a 
tablet erected by the alumni of the college to honor the 
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twenty Colby men who made the supreme sacrifice dur
ing the Civil War. Of these twenty names, eight belong 
to the Chi and Zeta Psi. And in Waterville the G. A. R. 
Post was subsequently named in the honor of Brother 
William S. Heath, Ch't '55, who was killed at Gaines' 
Mill in 1862. All in all, the Chi sent fifty of her sons to 
the front. It is a splendid record for a Chapter which 
was, at the end of the war, barely fifteen years old. 

The war had a telling effect on the Chi. In 1864 but 
two Zetes returned to college, Amos B. Lunt and John 
C. Irish, both of the Class of '67. It seemed inevitable 
that the Chapter should then and there perish honorably, 
but the patience and persistence of the two survivors 
brought the fraternity out of the crisis. The resident 
elders took a hand, particularly Brother George A. Wil
son, '62, who often presided as Phi during the last year 
of the war, and materially aided in rushing. The results 
were more than could have been dreamed, for of the six 
men initiated during this year (1864-1865) there were 
two who were afterward to make Zeta Psi History. 
George L. Chandler, though initiated at the Chi, be
longs to the Lambda; for two years later he transferred, 
to Brunswick and became the founder of Zeta Psi at 
Bowdoin. In this undertaking he was backed by the 
entire Chi Chapter; but Chandler's most able lieutenant 
in the fight was a fellow-initiate of the year 1865— 
Reuben Wesley Dunn, who, in addition to his other hon
ors, is known as the captain and pitcher on the first 
regular baseball team which Colby put into the field. 
Incidentally three other Zetes starred on this team of 
1868. 

With the year 1866 the Chapter began its steady rise 
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toward the leading position which it had formerly held, 
and never afterward relinquished. The Chapter rooms 
were moved to the Phoenix Block, the building occupied 
for many years by the Waterville Mail. The numbers 
increased rapidly, and the quality of the personnel kept 
pace. The members were especially prominent in ath
letics, taking the lead in baseball, which became an inter
collegiate sport at the college in 1877. When football 
came into vogue and became established at Colby in 1891, 
the Chi again took an active part. Meanwhile the Chap
ter was almost invariably represented on the staffs of the 
college publications, the Oracle and the Echo. In 1869 
the Chi alone issued the Colby Chronicle, and in the 
same year put out the Zeta Psi Annual, the first publica
tion in Colby to be issued by a single fraternity. 

At this point mention must be made of a feature of the 
Chi's activity which has always been a source of pride to 
the Chapter. Early in its history it became known as the 
sponsor of worthy petitioners to Zeta Psi. As early as 
1853 Nelson Dingley led off by founding the old Psi at 
Dartmouth; in 1855 Brothers Clinton Howe and William 
H. Baldwin of the Chi founded the Theta at Union Col
lege; Liberty E. Holden, after two years as a Zete at 
Colby, entered the University of Michigan and there 
founded the Xi, afterward holding the office of Phi 
Alpha of the Fraternity and living to be one of the 
grandest of Zeta Psi's "grand old men"; George L. 
Chandler of the Chi founded the Lambda in 1868; 
Brother Charles A. Parker, '86, aided materially in rees
tablishing the Epsilon at Brown; and brothers of the Chi 
served prominently on committees for the organization 
of the old Omega at the University of Chicago and the 
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Pi at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. The Chi is the 
Delta's only rival for the title of "Mother of Chapters,** 

In 1872 the Chapter moved into the Meader Block, 
where Brother Nathaniel Meader, '6%, the owner, pro
cured them rooms and aided in their furnishing. In 1884 
a move was again made, this time to the Barelle Block, 
on Main Street, opposite the Common. 

During this period in the Chapter's history many names 
stand out, men prominent in local, national, and Frater
nity affairs: Clarence E. Meleney, '76, one of the found
ers of the Zeta Psi Club of New York and for many 
years Superintendent of Schools of the City of New York; 
Hannibal E. Hamlin, '79, who is still a traditional power 
in the State of Maine; Byron Boyd, '86, for many years 
Speaker of the House in the state legislature; Frank 
Edmunds, '85, the prime mover in the drive for a new 
house for the Chi in the second decade of the next cen
tury, who contributed both of his sons to the Chapter; 
John Edward Nelson, '98, at present a member of Con
gress, whose three sons are Colby Zetes; William A. 
Smith, '91, whose son, Abbot (Chi '26), was selected as 
Rhodes Scholar from the State of Maine; and Dr. Her
bert C. Libby, '02, for many years Professor of Public 
Speaking and Journalism at Colby, twice mayor of Water-
ville, and in 1928 a candidate for the office of Governor 
of the State. 

As early as 1891 the Chi began to look forward to 
owning a house of its own. In that year the Zeta Psi 
Chapter House Association was formed, and a fund estab
lished which was augmented from year to year by dona
tions from Elders and delegations. But the dream did 
not come true for some years. Meantime, in 1897, t n e 
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Chi moved into quarters in the Burleigh Block, on the 
corner of Main and Temple streets, where they remained 
until the final move was made in 1907. 

The Zetes of the "Nineties" seem to have been a 
progressive crowd, and good fellows at that, certainly 
endowed with a sense of humor as the following entry 
from the minutes of 1896 will testify: 

After the (initiation) ceremonies the brothers adjourned to 
the City Hotel, where the remainder of the night was passed in 
discussing a most bountiful feast. 

For sheer euphemism the closing phrase stands unpar
alleled. 

As to the progressiveness of the Chapter we have the 
following testimony from the minutes of the following 
year: 

January 29. Zeta Psi, always in the lead, abolishes the custom 
of giving colors to lady friends during Commencement and sends 
a letter to the Zeta girls explaining the action and thanking them 
for their loyalty in the past. 

May is. The other college fraternities follow the lead of Zeta 
Psi and do away with fraternity colors. "Hurrah for Zeta Psi." 

The problem of a house, where the brothers could live 
together, was finally solved in 1907, when the college 
came forward with a proposition which enabled the Chap
ter to realize its dream at a minimum expense. The south 
division of what had been called South College was re
modeled as a clubhouse for the Chi. The need for such 
a move had been imminent for some time," as the Zetes' 
traditional rival, D.K.E. had occupied a house of its own, 
and two other fraternities accepted, together with Zeta 
Psi, the college's plan of remodeling existing buildings. 
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When the Chi moved into its new quarters it was in a 
still stronger position to keep up its long-established 
prestige at Colby. Today the same house is still in use; 
its usefulness has been long outgrown, and the Associa
tion is faced with the problem of providing a home which 
is in keeping with the standing of Zeta Psi in the college. 
The life of the Chapter ran along uneventfully until 
the year 1917. No less glorious than the Civil War 
record is the record of the Chi in the World War. 
Only four men out of the entire active Chapter returned 
in the fall of 1917. But the Chi did not "go under." 
Things were kept running, in spite of the fact that the 
house was taken over for barracks by the S.A.T.C. estab
lished at the college. Members of the Chi were scat
tered to various dormitories. No sort of chapter life was 
possible. The delegations of 1917 and 1918 numbered 
only four and five men respectively. The Chapter's tra
ditional policy of "quality, not quantity" was maintained, 
and it was the quality of this group that saw the Chi 
through the second crisis of its existence. Those left at 
college "carried on" with the sixty brothers who were in 
active service. 

Through the trying period of reconstruction following 
the War the alumni took a strong hand in guiding the 
Chapter affairs. For a few years they attempted to guide 
the pledging of delegations, insisting that the pledges 
be approved by them before initiation. This rigorous 
supervision, however, was given up as being impracticable, 
for in 1921 the Elders went so far as to take complete 
control of the pledging. After two years, when the need 
for such active supervision had diminished, the pledging 
was put back into the hands of the actives under the 
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more or less constant scrutiny of the alumni. Even today 
these Elders are active in their efforts to keep in touch 
with the undergraduates, and their policy has more than 
justified itself in the commanding position which the Chi 
holds at Colby today. It is prominent in athletics—wit
ness the Colby football team in 1922, which numbered 
seven Zetes, including the captain; it takes a leading 
part in debating and public speaking; it contributes more 
than its proportionate share of class officers; its scholar
ship is above the average. 

The need for a new house for the Chi had long been 
sensed, and Brother Frank H . Edmunds, '85, was a prime 
factor in the move. When his untimely death cut short 
his activity, the work was taken over by Brother Frank 
W. Alden, '98. In 1927 a definite campaign for funds 
was under way when the college was roused by talk of 
moving Colby to the city of Augusta. To many of the 
alumni such a move was unthinkable, and three prominent 
Zetes—James F . Hill, '82; Dr. H . C. Libby, '02, and 
Frank Joseph Goodrich, '26—influenced the city of 
Waterville to raise over a hundred thousand dollars. 
With this money there was purchased a beautiful tract 
of land known as Mayflower Hill, comprising some six 
hundred acres; the deeds to the land were presented to 
the College, and the danger of a move to Augusta was 
averted. 

Consequently the plans for a new house can go on with 
assurance. Before long a dream will be realized—a new 
house for the Chi on the beautiful new campus, a house in 
keeping with the Chapter's acknowledged position as the 
leading fraternity at Colby. 
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Epsilon 

BROWN University is one of the eight colleges in the 
United States founded before 1776. It had its in

ception in a charter granted to the American Baptists in 
1764, and was at first known as Rhode Island College. A 
preparatory department was opened in this year at 
Warren, Rhode Island, and two years later the college 
received its first student. In 1770 the two institutions 
were removed to Providence. The bitter times of the 
Revolutionary War practically closed the school, but it 
was reopened in 1782. In 1802 Nicholas Brown, a grad
uate of the college, undertook to aid the struggling insti
tution and two years later it was named in his honor. 

Brown was fortunate early in its life in coming under 
the administration of a remarkable man, Dr. Francis 
Wayland, who for twenty-eight years served the college 
with intelligence and devotion. Two succeeding presi
dents, E. Benjamin Andrews (1889-1898) and W . H . 
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P, Faunce, (1899-1929), gave Brown University (it be
came a university about 1890) its distinguished place 
among the educational institutions of this country. 

Brown was early sought out by the college fraternities 
as an excellent field for secret societies. When the Epsi-
lon of Zeta Psi was founded on April 21, 1852, there 
were already five fraternities in the field, though no one 
of them had been represented at Brown for more than 
five years. The impulse that led to the formation of the 
Chapter came from John Aaron Gardiner, '52, a Provi
dence boy, whose father was a prominent physician in the 
town. He gathered about him six fellow-students and 
together they petitioned for a charter. Nor was the Fra
ternity itself lacking in initiative, thanks to Brother E. 
W . Appleton of the Delta Chapter to whom the petition 
was forwarded and to the always watchful eye and eager 
interest of Brother Peter W. Rousse, Delta '$0, who was 
a kind of "Warwick, the Kingmaker" in his day and may 
well be remembered by a grateful Fraternity as "The 
Maker of Chapters." It was Brother Rousse who headed 
the Delta delegation which made the journey to Brown 
to take charge of the initiation ceremony and start 
the infant chapter on its way. On the 30th of April, 
1852, the delegation arrived in Providence, bearing re
galia and initiation paraphernalia, and proceeded at once 
to induct the following into charter membership: John 
A. Gardiner, '52; Charles Erastus Stephens, '52; Miles 
Johnson Fletcher, '52; William David Chaffee, ' 53 ; 
Stoughton Alfonso Fletcher, '53 ; Addison Webster Pres
ton, '54; and Asa Arnold. It is evident that the last-
named either withdrew from the Fraternity or was 
expelled, for his name does not appear on the present 
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roster. Strangely enough the first charter of the Epsilon 
is dated not 1852, the year of installation, but 1856. It 
is signed by Charles H. Skillman, Delta ' 5 / , as Phi Alpha, 
and it duly incorporates the seven men above-named and 
their successors as members of the Epsilon Chapter of 
the Zeta Psi Fraternity. 

Few chapters of the Fraternity have been through 
more vicissitudes than the Epsilon. It is one of two active 
chapters now on the rolls which have twice died and have 
twice been resuscitated. Its history, therefore, naturally 
falls into three periods: the first extends from 185a to 
1861, when the Chapter died because it was decimated by 
the Civil War ; the second period extends from 1864, the 
date of the first «establishment, to 1876, when the char
ter was again surrendered; and the third period extends 
from the time of the second revival in 1886 to the present 
day. It is a curious fact, however, that there were men 
initiated in every class from 1852 to 1878 except from the 
Class of 1870. After 1878 there were no initiates until we 
come to the Class of 1886, showing that there was, after 
all, a lapse of but eight years in class representation from 
the establishment of the Epsilon in 1852 to the present. 

It is apparent that the first period of the Chapter's life 
was a prosperous one. There were large delegations from 
every class, with numbers increasing from year to year; 
but quantity was supplemented by quality, as the later 
record of many of these early initiates shows. Men dis
tinguished at the bar and in the pulpit predominate. 
John Aaron Gardiner became a member of the Rhode 
Island House of Representatives and finally United 
States District Attorney; the Fletchers moved to Indian
apolis, amassed great wealth, and achieved a reputation 
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in the business world; Charles Thomas Crocker, '54, was 
in the Massachusetts Legislature; Charles Phelps became 
a famous surgeon in New York; Charles Turner gained 
recognition as an attorney in Alabama; William Mason 
Turner had a long and honorable career as a surgeon; 
Charles Blake was clerk of the supreme court of Rhode 
Island; David Gooddell was governor of New Hamp
shire; William W. Walker was both a railroad and a bank 
president in Iowa; Franklin R. Barrett assumed an im
portant place as a director of both banks and railroads in 
Maine, as did also his brother, George P. Barrett; Ed
ward H . Cutler was distinguished as an educator; Edward 
M. Gushee is known as author and clergyman; Livingston 
Satterlee as brigadier general; and Elisha Dyer, scion of 
Rhode Island's most notable family, served his state as 
governor. These names, taken almost at random, will 
serve to give some idea of the quality of the men initiated 
by the Epsilon during this first and perhaps least troubled 
era of its life. 

Prosperity ceased under the most tragic of circum
stances, and the Chapter died at the time of the Civil 
War because every able-bodied man of the Chapter, with
out exception, thrilled to the motto Duke et decorum est 
pro patria mori. Only one man remained in college to 
maintain the name of Zeta Psi at Brown, and on his grad
uation in 1863 the Chapter lapsed in name, as in 1861 
it had lapsed in fact. 

Eighteen Zetes in all fought for the Union, and three 
of these laid down their lives to seal the depth of their 
convictions. These were Miles Fletcher, '52, who was 
killed in a railroad collision; Captain Charles A. Kneass, 
'58, who was killed in the battle of Murfreesboro, 1862; 
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and Captain James C. Williams, who died at Beaufort, 
South Carolina, in 1862. Three members of the Epsilon 
attained to the rank of colonel, and three others, Ely '54, 
Satterlee '6o, and Ames '63, were brevetted brigadier 
generals. All but three who enlisted received commissions 
of one sort or another. It was an honorable, an heroic 
death which the Epsilon met. Cognizance of it was taken 
at the Grand Chapter Convention of 1862 (there was no 
Grand Chapter meeting in 1861), as the following en
try in the minutes will testify: "The reports from the 
several chapters were then listened to by the convention. 
While exhibiting, perhaps, a less general prosperity than 
in former years, owing necessarily to the unsettled condi
tions of national affairs, and the consequent absence of a 
large number of our brothers at the seat of war, yet the 
position of the several chapters in the institutions where 
they exist is of the same exalted character which has ever 
distinguished them. Especial remark was made of the 
Epsilon Chapter, every active member of which, with but 
one exception, abandoned their [sic'] studies, on the first 
call of the President, and are at this moment in the Army 
of the Republic." 

It is indeed significant and should be a matter of lasting 
pride to Brown Zetes, that these minutes read, "especial 
remark was made of the Epsilon Chapter," for of no 
other chapter of the Fraternity could such a glorious 
record be noted. 

One other item of this period seems to deserve notice, 
although the reference to it is vague. From the Grand 
Chapter minutes of 1852. it seems evident that the Epsi
lon, having adopted a badge of a certain design, secured 
the approval of this design for the Fraternity at large. 
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T h e following old letters in the files are of interest, 

the first without date but evidently written in 1852, being 

addressed to Brother Bennett of the Phi Chapter at " N . 

Y. Coll." I t r eads : 

Our brothers here are quite anxious to know something about 
the pins. Please write us and inform us what will be necessary 
for us to have in order to swing out. Brother Appleton refers us 
to you for information; he says that he spoke to you about it. 
We want you to send us One Pin if you can, as we think some 
of having them made here, and we want a pattern for the jewelers. 
You may loan or sell it to us; we will send you the cash by next 
mail. 

This letter is signed by Asa Arnold, and a subsequent 

letter from the same writer to the same recipient dated 

June 25, 1852, says in pa r t : 

Your kind letter enclosing Brother Lockwood's pin should 
have been answered sooner, but I have been waiting to see what 
action the Epsilon Chapter would take upon your suggestion. We 
have determined to have them made in this city as they can be 
finished off for $4% · As you were not certain with regard to 
the necessity of having them made in Albany—as tnere is nothing 
in the Constitution respecting it—and as it would be much handier 
for us to get them, we came to this conclusion, which we hope 
you will approve. . . . We are in Fine Spirits and ready for the 
opening Campaign. . . . Be pleased, therefore, to accept a call of 
Providence one and all of you to our city. Call when you please 
and stay as long as you please and we will try to please you with 
Literature and Ladies "and a' that." Your presence here just 
as we are about to swing out would be a lasting benefit. 

I t is indeed evident that the Epsilon at the very 

beginning of its life entered with surprising interest and 

vigor into the life of the general Fraternity. As Brother 
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John Francis Greene, '91, remarks in his history of the 
Chapter: 

This had a very quickening reactive effect upon the Chapter. 
Cordial and intimate relations were immediately established with 
the Rho at Harvard, and the Kappa at Tufts. In 1858 Brother 
Charles G. King, '6o, was the chief agent in establishing the 
Chapter at Amherst. This energy and enthusiasm aroused the 
corporate spirit of new and old chapters alike, and drew from 
the neighbors of the Epsilon many warm commendations of her 
spirit. At commencement, 1859, the Grand Chapter was enter
tained in Providence, and was presided over by a Phi Alpha from 
the Epsilon Chapter. 

The presiding officer was Brother Asa Arnold, and in 
the Grand Chapter minutes of 1859 he is referred to as 
the Epsilon Alpha, the name by which the Phi Alpha 
was known prior to 1862. 

That the Epsilon was actually inactive is shown by an 
interesting letter, dated October 4, 1862. It is written on 
small ruled note-paper, the ink faded and blotted, and 
is here transcribed just as it now appears: 

Providence, R. I. 
Oct. 4th, 1862. 

To Brother E. P. Sprague of the Phi 
Greeting 

Dear Brother: 

It gave me great pleasure to receive yours of 2nd inst. enquiring in 
regard to the situation of the Epsilon. I am sorry to be obliged to 
give you only what will appear to you as bad news. The "Old Fra
ternity" no longer exists in Brown University. To its honor let it be 
said, however, that it did not as some societies have done, "die out." 
Within the last three years the class of students at Brown has en
tirely changed and now it would be impossible to find in our college 
a dozen such persons as would be qualified to continue the reputation 
which the Epsilon has gained among her sister chapters. 

Perhaps our end was more sudden than it might otherwise have been 
in consequence of the W a r in which our country is involved. At the 
time the Rebellion broke out, our Chapter numbered twelve mem· 
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hers within the mystic circle. Of these, eight have since engaged in 
the services of their country, thus reducing our chapter below the 
minimum. And as there appeared no probability of its being con
tinued as we could wish, we decided to close it. 

The Psi Upsikm which was of the same character as the Zeta 
Psi and was the only rival which we had is reduced to four mem
bers unless they have entered some freshmen. 

As I graduated last Commencement, I cannot say how that is; but 
I presume the result will be the same in their case as it was in ours, 
I hope I shall continue to hear from the chapter of Zeta Psi. Al
though I am no longer in college my interest in our Fraternity is as 
strong as ever. 

A letter should be directed to W. M. Bailey, Sr., Providence, R. 
I. I give you a list of those of our chapter now in service with their 
rank. It may serve to show the character of our members. 
Capt. D. A. Pell, aid on Gen'l Burnside's staff. 
Capt. E. P. Deacon, aid on Gen'l Heintzelman's staff. 
Capt. Mitchell, on Gen'l Mitchell's staff. 
S. C. Williams, on Mitchell's staff. 
Capt. Win. Ames, 4th R. I. Vols. 
Lieut. E. H. ' , Battery G., Rhode Island Light Artillery. 
Major John Whipple, First R. I. Cavalry. 

Besides these who are all now in the service, there have been 
a three months' service of Bros. Taylor, Joncker, Grosvenor, Andrews, 
and Bailey. 

Very truly, 
Yours in Τ. Κ. Φ 
W. M. BAILEY, JR. 

The war was not yet oyer when, in 1864, Brother 
William Morrison inscribed on a sheet of modest, ruled 
note-paper the following petition to the Grand Chapte r : 

We the undersigned members of Brown University do most 
respectfully petition that we may have the honor of reestablish
ing the Epsilon Chapter of Zeta Psi Fraternity within the "walls 
of Brown." Signed 

•64 
W. H. MORRISON, JR., Indianapolis, Ind. 
M. L. LAWS, Modest Town, Va. 
GEORGE H. HULBKRT, Chicago, III. 

1 Brother Bailey doubtless refers to Edward Henry Sears, '62. 
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•66 

S. T. PRATT, Boston, Mass. 
H. A. FOSTER, Providence, R. I. 
J. McD. FRENCH, Wilmington, N. C. 

'67 
WALTER H, MOORE, Warren, R. I. 
A. BOSWORTH, Warren, R. I. 

On this petition, Morrison's name is the first to be 
subscribed, and beneath it in his own handwriting is the 
following note: 

W.H.M. is already a member of the Fraternity and belonged 
to the Epsilon Chapter. He returned last fall after an absence 
of eight years to take the last year's course. 

He is listed under the Class of 1856. 
It is apparent that after the petition was duly sub

mitted events moved rapidly, for in the minutes of the 
Grand Chapter held at Schenectady on July 26, 1864, 
under the head of new business the following minute 
appears: 

Resolved, That the Grand Chapter sanction the action of the 
Phi Alpha in the reestablishment of the Epsilon Chapter. Car
ried, nem con. 

Whether the action of the Phi Alpha here referred to 
was extra-legal or not, at least his course seems to have 
been approved promptly and without debate. 

On April 21, 1864, the twelfth anniversary of the 
founding of the Chapter, it was reestablished to endure, 
as it proved, for twelve years. It is apparent, however, 
that this second era of the Epsilon history was not so 
prosperous as the first. In the twelve-year period only 
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fifty-three new members were added, about four per year, 
whereas the average for the first period was seven per 
year. There came into Zeta Psi, however, between 1864 
and 1876 so many men who afterward became successful 
that to single any of them out for special mention pre
sents an embarrassing task. Brother R. M. Atwater, '65, 
and Brother J. C. B. Woods, '72, were both honored by 
election to the corporation of Brown University. Brother 
W. H . Moore, '67, became a dean of the Episcopal 
Church; Brother George Walter Edwards, '68, became 
editor of the Syracuse Daily Standard; Brother Joseph 
H. Cowell, '69, became a distinguished physician of 
Michigan and a member of the State Examining Board; 
Brother Francis Lawton, '69, became a lawyer of promi
nence and is known to every Zete as the author of "The 
Badge of Zeta Psi"; John Melville Gould, '71, became 
known as a legal authority and writer; James May 
Duane, '72, became a partner in Brown, Shipley, and 
Company, London; George Hitchcock, '72, won for him
self a place in the front rank of American artists and 
established an international reputation. His pictures hang 
in royal collections at Dresden and Vienna. Edward D. 
Bostick, '75, and his classmate Alexander Sharp, Jr., be
came lieutenant and lieutenant commander, respectively, 
in the navy, with a long record of distinguished service 
behind them; while Stephen W. Nickerson, '78, rose to 
the rank of colonel of the Rhode Island State Militia. 
Sayles Memorial Hall at Brown is a monument to 
Brother William C. Sayles, '78, who died before the com
pletion of his college course. 

What caused the decease of the Epsilon in 1876 is 
difficult to determine. It is apparent that the personnel 
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of the Chapter was strong. It is, however» also apparent 
that the Chapter was numerically weak. The general 
situation in October, 1874, is revealed in a letter to the 
Grand Chapter which was read at the October meeting 
held at New Brunswick, N. J. The Sigma writes: 

We have the pleasure to announce that our chapter is now in a 
more flourishing condition than it has been for some time past 
For several years we have been obliged to contend with unprece
dented difficulties. Ill fortune surrounded us in various forms; 
some men left college without completing their course; three 
graduated, while the entering classes offered a poor field from 
which to recuperate our strength. But the present year makes an 
era in the prosperity of the Epsilon; our prospects have brightened 
and we once more stand on a firm foundation. We now number 
fourteen men—five of whom have been initiated this fall. Our 
hall has been recently decorated in a beautiful manner, and is 
pronounced by competent authorities to surpass anything of its 
kind in the state of Rhode Island, Improved appliances for 
initiation have also been introduced, with which to impress the 
candidates with the solemnity of the occasion, and which amply 
second our beautiful initiation service. This prosperity has been 
gained by no caprice of fortune, but by the hard work of the 
Chapter. We confidently believe that the Epsilon is in as good 
a condition as she has been since her foundation, and that her 
prospects are as bright, if not brighter, than ever before. 

Since this report was written only two years prior to 

the suspension of 1876, it is evident that ill fortune 

pounced upon the Chapter unexpectedly or that the Chap

ter scribe of 1874 was unduly optimistic. In 1875 the 

Grand Chapter minutes reveal still more ominous hints 

of difficulties in the way. A portion of the chapter letter 

of this year r eads : 

I t is with pleasure not unmixed with a little anxiety for the 
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future, that we present the following report of the condition of 
the Epsilon. Since the session of the last Grand Chapter we have 
initiated no men and the prospect of obtaining any Zetes from 
the present freshman class is not encouraging. At the close of 
the last collegiate year, the following brothers graduated: E. L. 
Bogert and S. L. Caldwell, leaving us with ten active members. 
Since our last report Brother William F. Ballou has been taken 
from us by a very sudden death, and in him we mourn a generous, 
open-hearted gentleman, and a true brother. Two brothers from 
the class of '78 were also obliged to leave college for several 
reasons. 

With our reduced numbers, the debt, incurred by the improve
ments upon our hall, has become something of a burden; but 
we are slowly paying it, and hope soon to be on a firm financial 
basis. 

We confidently hope and expect that the Epsilon will soon 
regain her former strength of numbers, and with best wishes, &c. 

T h e Grand Chapter minutes of 1876 reveal a letter 
which begins: 

I regret being obliged to report the state of the Epsilon is on 
the descendant. 

We began the year with great hopes and expectations, number
ing ten men, but owing to a variety of difficulties this number 
is now reduced to three. No new men were taken in this year, 
the class of '79 being extremely barren of good society men. 

T h e letter continues with an account of the death of 
Brother W . C. Sayles, and tells of his asking his father, 
shortly before death, to contribute $100.00 to the Epsilon 
to help pay the debt that had been hanging over the 
Chapter for some time. The letter continues: 

By this means and also by additional taxes we leave the society 
in a sound condition financially, having paid a debt of about 
$250.00 in the past year. 
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We have no men pledged for next term, but hope to be so 

fortunate as to secure enough fellows to keep the Epsilon afloat. 

The Grand Chapter minutes of 1877 contained no 
letter from the Epsilon and in its place the following 
somber paragraph: 

The Epsilon has literally allowed itself to die out, very few 
exertions having been made to keep it in running order; and its 
furniture has gone to pay its debts, The Brothers living in Provi
dence promised to get the chapter up in shape, but I have heard 
nothing definitely from them since my return. 

This entry marks the nadir of the Epsilon's fortunes, 
and for ten years thereafter Zeta Psi was inactive at 
Providence, 

It is apparent, however, from entries in the Grand 
Chapter minutes of 1879 and subsequent years, that the 
Epsilon was not forgotten; for in 1879 a committee was 
appointed to reestablish the Chapter. In 1880 this com
mittee reported progress and was continued. In 1881 the 
matter was tabled indefinitely, but in 1883 the following 
minute appears: 

The Committee on New Business report concerning the advisa
bility of reestablishing the Theta Chapter at Union College, 
Schenectady, New York, the XJpsilon at the University of North 
Carolina, and the Epsilon at Brown University, Providence, 
Rhode Island, and committees of three to be appointed by the 
chair to obtain, if possible, a petition to reestablish said Chapters 
whenever in their opinion the same can be done with advantage 
and to the best interests of the Fraternity. 

A motion to the above effect was carried, and the chair 
appointed as committee upon the Epsilon, Brothers L. 
H . Marvel, Epsilon '67; C. A. Metcalf, '78; and Francis 
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Lawton, '69. By 1884 a petition from students at Brown 
University was presented through the Alpha Chapter and 
received the approval of all the chapters and the Grand 
Officers. An attempt was made to organize the new Epsi-
lon, but it was never fully accomplished and at the Grand 
Chapter Convention of 1884 was reported as still in 
abeyance. 

In the meantime what was being done outside the 
solemn atmosphere of the Grand Chapter precincts? A 
great deal was being done and the record of it constitutes 
as interesting reading as the archives afford. There had 
graduated from Columbia University in 1880 a young 
man who possessed among other attributes an ardent 
spirit, which burned white hot with zeal for Zeta Psi. He 
was of that character in his youth (and may still be in 
his dignified and retired age) which breeds the zealous 
doer; from his kind come pioneers driven to fructify 
barren places; missionaries burning to carry the light to 
dark continents; Zetes with a love for the Fraternity 
which extends beyond the bounds of their own limited 
chapter interest. Why should Walter G. Eliot, in his 
second year out of Columbia University, have yearned 
to see Zeta Psi once more in Brown University; why 
should he later have been so zealous in promoting the 
interests of the infant Eta at New Haven? Answer these 
questions and you will have discovered why the Wood-
hulls, the Appletons, the Rousses, the Thomases, the 
Comstocks and the Ballards of our Fraternity have been 
the planters of new chapters, eager always to plow and 
harrow virgin soil. It is the spirit that is born within all 
men who are moved to do new things. 

There is no room here to reproduce the volume of 
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correspondence that passed between Walter G. Eliot, 
Alpha '8o, and David Cady Gere, Gamma 'fgt regarding 
the reestablishment of the Epsilon. Eliot evidently had 
little money, but he made numerous trips on his own ex
pense to Providence and adjacent points where Zeta Psi 
interest could be furthered. Much that Eliot did was 
rankly illegal. H e was so bent on success that he actually 
initiated upon his own authority two men, one of whom, 
as he phrased it, "resigned and joined a scrub society." 
Discouragement after discouragement presented itself; 
reams of good white paper were filled with letters sent 
hither and yon, but most of them addressed to Cady 
Gere. It is evident that neither Eliot nor Gere could 
have done much during the exciting days of 1882-1884 
but work and worry, struggle and fume, over the Epsilon. 
The Chapter should certainly get this correspondence 
together and have it published. 

In r885 a new figure appeared upon the horizon in 
the person of Charles Albert Parker, who had been made 
a Zete with the Class of 1886 at Colby. He removed to 
Brown for his senior year and immediately set about 
getting together a body of men who should petition for 
the reestablishment of Zeta Psi. On October 29th the 
petition, signed by Brother Parker and sixteen others, was 
forwarded to the Grand Officers and the various chapters. 
In this initial work and what followed Parker was aided 
by Frank King Potter, Epsilon 'γι. 

In February, 1886, the matter still dragged on, much 
to Parker's disgust. And well might he have been dis
gusted, for it was evident that he too, like Eliot, had 
carried things forward with a high hand and with small 
regard to constitutional ethics. Being certain of Grand 
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Chapter action and anticipating a favorable vote, he had 
actually gone ahead and initiated some, if not all, of the 
sixteen petitioners, and they openly wore their pins; but 
the Omega Chapter at the University of Chicago had not 
voted and all was illegal. The new Brown Chapter apolo
gized, took, off their pins, recanted their petition, and all 
had to begin again de novo. Not until April 12, 1886, 
were the candidates officially initiated and was the Chap
ter for the second time formally reestablished. 

Thus was the Epsilon launched upon the third and 
the most important period of its history. Not all has 
been serene and unruffled since 1886, but uniform pros
perity has attended the Chapter and the initiates have 
been men of the highest type. In 1891 the Grand Chap
ter paid a third visit to Providence, and the convention, 
up to that time one of the largest in the history of the 
Fraternity, had a marked effect in quickening the life of 
the Chapter. 

The items of general interest in the story of the Epsi
lon since 1900 are the acquisition of a chapter house and 
the weathering of the Great War. As early as 1902 the 
Elders organized themselves as the Zeta Psi Association 
of Rhode Island, doing so frankly for the purpose of 
fostering the chapter interests and making possible the 
raising of funds to buy or build a house for the Epsilon. 
Early solicitations for funds did not meet with very great 
success, and the Association accordingly accepted an offer 
from the University authorities and rented South Slater 
Hall to be a Zeta Psi center. Some money was spent on 
making the Chapter comfortable in its new quarters, but 
it was difficult to maintain chapter esprit de corps in a 
University dormitory. An opportunity to acquire a house 
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favorably situated did not present itself until December, 
1916. It was then that the many heirs of the King estate 
derided to sell at auction their fine property on College 
Street. Then a whirlwind drive was undertaken, which 
netted in four weeks the sum of $13,000, an amount 
raised largely through the efforts of Brothers A. K, 
Potter, Fred. A. Otis, H . D. Briggs, George Briggs, and 
Brother W. A. Comstock, Xi '99—an almost omnipresent 
good angel; and on the n t h day of January, 19171 title 
passed to the Zeta Psi Association. The house is one of 
the most dignified mansions in Providence. It is within 
sight of the University gates, and has a commanding view 
of the whole town. Two members of the King family, 
William D. and Charles G, King, were Zetes. 

Shortly after moving into the new house the Chapter 
life received a severe jolt through the entrance of the 
United States into the World War. Several of the active 
members immediately enlisted. Fraternity houses were 
closed the following September, and for the second time 
a war laid heavy hand on the Brown Chapter of Zeta Psi, 
Fortunately only two lost their lives overseas, a rather 
remarkable fact when it is considered that there were at 
least twelve of the active chapter who were under fire 
throughout hostilities. The list of Epsilon brothers in the 
service, old and young, is an impressive one, numbering 
nearly sixty, a great majority of whom were officers. 

Recuperation after the war was slow, for in 1918 the 
Fraternity practically suspended and the house was 
rented, although there were ten brothers actually in col
lege. Thanks, however, to the love and loyalty of John 
Francis Greene, to whom the Epsilon owes more than it 
can ever possibly repay, the period of readjustment was 
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less difficult than might have been expected. The Fra
ternity has been generously assisted in recent years by the 
devoted services of the late William B. Perry, former 
Chi Phi Alpha for New England and trustee of the Fra
ternity. Both Brown and Zeta Psi have reason to remem
ber, too, the valuable work of Brother Fred W. Marvel, 
'94, Professor of Physical Education, who has seen the 
realization of his vision in the construction of an impos
ing athletic plant. 

T o take up in detail, however, the service rendered by 
all the loyal alumni who are upholding the fortunes of 
this thrice-born chapter would carry beyond all limits 
this already too much extended story. Some names, how
ever, must not be forgotten: Alfred K. Potter, F. Web
ster Cook, George J. Holden, Richard W. Blanding, 
Harald W. Ostby, Newton P. Hutchinson, Henry M. 
Boss, Jr., Fred A. Otis, and Wright D. Heydon, who have 
served as presidents of the Zeta Psi Association of Rhode 
Island. In 1931 the Association served as host to the 
84th Convention of the Grand Chapter at Watch Hill. 

Brown University is thriving, and the Epsilon, sharing 
in its prosperity, today ranks among the very best of the 
chapters which our Fraternity can boast. 

1314] 



CHAPTER XXIV 

Psi Epsilon 
Originally the Psi, Dartmouth 

IN T H E fall of the year 1851 there entered Colby 
College a raw young freshman by the name of Nelson 

Dingley, Jr., who was destined to play an important part 
in the Fraternity, and later in the still broader field of 
national and international affairs. In his sophomore year 
young Dingley was initiated into the Chi Chapter, which 
had been founded at Waterville two years before. In 
spite of its infancy the Chapter was a flourishing one, 
numbering twenty-seven members; its influence upon 
Dingley must have been considerable, for, when he trans
ferred to Dartmouth at the end of this year, after only 
three months as an active member, one of his first acts 
upon his arrival at Hanover was to gather together a 
nucleus of his friends and petition the Grand Chapter 
for a charter: 
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The Undersigned 

Students (in regular standing) of Dartmouth College in 
the State of New Hampshire, would most respectfully peti
tion the Grand Chapter of the Zeta Psi Fraternity of North 
America to grant them a Charter for the purpose of estab
lishing in said college a Chapter of the Ζ <k Fraternity with 
all the rights & privileges usually granted Subordinate 
Chapters; 

Dartmouth College. Oct. 20, 1853. 

Respectfully 
Nelson Dingley, Jr. 
Daniel Stearns 
Oliver Parker Rogers 
Nathl. S. Simpkins, Jr. 
Henry F. Anderson. 

Within the short space of three days this petition had 
been favorably acted upon by the Grand Chapter, and 
about a month later, on November 19, 1853, Dingley 
and six associates met at the old Dartmouth Hotel at 
Hanover. Again the Chi interweaves itself with the his
tory of the Psi Epsilon (then the Psi) ; four "actives" 
from Colby, Brothers C. W. Lander, W. H . Baldwin, 
H . W. Richardson, and S. R. Thurston, met the seven 
neophytes at the hotel at nine o'clock, and duly initiated 
them as charter members of the Psi. The seven, in addi
tion to the five petitioners, included William Smith 
Leonard and James Edwin Johnson. 

The early days of the Psi are for some reason shrouded 
in secrecy. On the day following the initiation Dingley 
writes to John W. Bennett, then Gamma Alpha: "We 
have not been pledging any men for some time on account 
of some movements which prevented it. We are now 
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organized and ready to go to work in the spring term 
(since all of our men will be out this winter). It is im
possible to tell how we shall come out, but we hope for 
the best, and I feel we can make a good show. We have 
an excellent delegation from the Soph class, and a good 
look for two or three more. Secrecy must be our watch
word. In writing to the various chapters, I wish you 
would caution them not to make use of this chapter in 
electioneering and in all outward things act as though we 
were doing nothing here." 

The "movements" which had hitherto caused secrecy 
to be the watchword, seem during the next year to have 
resolved themselves successfully enough to allow the 
"Mystic Seven" to come out into the light of day, for 
during September and October of 1854 nine more mem
bers were initiated, and two the following May. Judging 
from the future records of these neophytes, the group 
was admirably selected. Among the eleven are to be 
found an editor, three ministers, a doctor, a business man, 
and five lawyers, one of whom eventually became a 
judge, one a city attorney, one a United States Commis
sioner, one the adjutant-general of North Carolina, and 
one a railroad president. 

Of Dingley himself something should be said. In 
later life he became a figure of national and international 
prominence, but he never forgot his fraternity or ceased 
to labor for its welfare. The year following his gradua
tion, in 1855, he became the editor and later the sole 
proprietor of the Lewiston Journal; at thirty he was 
elected to the Maine House of Representatives, becoming 
Speaker of the House the following year. In 1876, at the 
age of forty-four, he declined a third term as governor 
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of the state. In 1881 he entered the field of national 
politics by his election to Congress, where he served with 
distinction as a member of many important House com
mittees until his death in 1899. President McKinley 
offered him a post in his Cabinet as secretary of the 
treasury, but he declined; he did, however, accept the 
President's appointment, in 1898, as a member of the 
Anglo-American High Joint Commission, In spite of 
these many and varied activities, he still found time to 
act as Alpha Phi Alpha of the Fraternity. 

It is impossible to pass from the early history of the 
old Psi Chapter without mention of another of the 
"grand old men"—Silas Hardy, who was initiated in 
1855. For many years he served as judge ot the Probate 
Court of Cheshire County, New Hampshire, was a mem
ber of the State Constitutional Convention, and a mem
ber of the board of examiners for admission to West 
Point. He lived to the ripe old age of 85, and never for 
a moment lost interest in his fraternity affiliations. In 
1886 he, together with Dingley, endorsed the petition of 
a local fraternity at Dartmouth to the Grand Chapter; 
the year before his death he dictated a similar endorse
ment of another petitioning local, adding, in a shaky 
hand, "Formerly of Psi Chap. 'Zeta Psi' at Dart. College 
and once its Pres.—now 84 years of age, the oldest, in 
years, of the Fraternity in N. H . (?)—in Τ Κ .Φ." It is 
a real misfortune that Silas Hardy could not have lived 
eight years longer, to see the Psi Epsilon firmly estab
lished at Hanover, carrying on the traditions inaugurated 
by that first Class of '55. 

Meanwhile the Psi prospered. During the years be
tween 1855 and 1866 eighty-six members were initiated 
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into the Chapter. Very little is known of their records 
while in college, perhaps with good reason, for extra-
curriculum activities had not then achieved the vogue 
which they enjoy in college life today. Those were the 
days when spell-binding orators made the eagle scream 
to the delight of vast audiences, and "recitations" of 
choice poetry were in their hey-day. The undergraduate 
brothers seem to have contributed more of these than 
their fair share, for the dusty records proclaim the fact 
that during these ten years the Psi contributed a class 
chronicler, a class poet, and no less than eight commence
ment orators, and a class president; while still another 
brother, Milon Davidson, '62, in later life contributed a 
best seller to the literary market under the title, "Great 
Oaks from Little Acorns Grow." In the field of inven
tion two Zetes later became pioneers: Jay Read Pember, 
'62, became the patentee of a typewriting machine in 
1873, and Isaac Heysinger, '63, patented designs for an 
electrical railroad and lighting apparatus. Still another 
alumnus, John Peaslee, '63, is still remembered as the 
originator of "Arbor Day." 

Then came the Civil War. Of the seventy-nine whose 
records following graduation have been preserved, thirty-
six answered the call for volunteers. When college 
opened in the fall of 1863 there appear to have been only 
five seniors and one junior left out of an active chapter of 
sixteen, and they did not seem to be able to carry on the 
system of pledging among the fast-thinning ranks of 
undergraduates, many of whom were doubtless leaving 
college to throw their strength into the final bitter months 
of the war. One sole member of the Class of *66 was 
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initiated on July i, 1863; there were no worthy members 
to be found for a '65 delegation. 

And hence it came to pass that about 1864 the charter 
of the Psi was surrendered. Various causes have been 
assigned, among others the "tendency noticed at Dart
mouth at this time to introduce the system of class frater
nities—a system not conducive to the best results in the 
case of a fraternity based upon an association not merely 
transient and local in character." While this reason 
doubtless had weight, the depleting of the ranks by the 
war would in itself have been almost a sufficient reason 
for abandoning the Chapter. Silas Hardy, writing in 
1910, states that he never knew why the charter was sur
rendered; Jay Read Pember, '63, says, "It was a matter 
of quite natural causes which led to the yielding of the 
Chapter charter a few years after my graduation in '62; 
not a matter of decay at all. The Zetes in 1858 and '59 
had some fine men, and held the balance of power in the 
harmless politics of college students." 

Seven years went by before an effort was made to re
vive the Psi. The year 1871 found two Zetes at Dart
mouth, Stephen Alfred Jones, of the Chi, and Everett 
Totman, of the Lambda. Together they resolved to re
establish Zeta Psi at Dartmouth, and obtained a charter. 
On May 6, 1871, nine sophomores of the Class of '73 
were initiated with the help of Reuben W. Dunn, of the 
Chi, and Henry F. Harris and Joseph S. Dunham, of 
the Kappa. And so it eventuated that the Chi once more 
played a leading role in the history of the Psi. 

This effort, however, was short-lived in its results. 
For some reason not apparent no other pledges were 
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made, and upon the graduation of the Class of '73, the 
Chapter died a natural death. 

Between the years 1873 a n d I 9 I 9 there are recorded 
petitions from three local fraternities at Dartmouth to the 
Grand Chapter. In 1910, through the devoted efforts of 
Clarence E. Meleney, once again from the Chi chapter, 
Zeta Psi would have become once more established at 
Hanover had it not been that the movement was blocked 
by the objection of one or two active chapters. 

But Meleney was not to be discouraged and others ral
lied to his assistance when in March, 1920, the local 
fraternity of Delta Gamma Psi petitioned for a charter. 
Although formed in the fall of 1919, this local had in one 
year made an enviable record for itself in scholarship and 
extra-curriculum activities, and had gathered together a 
group of undergraduates who commanded the respect of 
the student body and the faculty. The time was ripe for 
Zeta Psi to enter Hanover once more; the rapid expansion 
and development of the college in recent years had given 
it an enviable reputation, and the enrollment was so large 
that considerably less than half the students could be 
accommodated by the local and national fraternities then 
existing. 

Delta Gamma Psi was exposed to a searching scrutiny 
at the hands of visiting Zetes from all parts of the 
country. Especially valuable assistance was given by two 
Zetes on the Dartmouth faculty, Anton Raven, of the 
Delta, and Royal Nemiah, of the Eta. Carl Newton, of 
the Kappa, who had transferred to Dartmouth and had 
become the leading figure on the campus, rendered in
valuable aid in sounding the sentiment of various other 
fraternities and organizations in the college. 
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And thus it came about that the Convention of 1920 

voted to grant the petition of Delta Gamma Psi, and the 
charter was formally presented on the 19th of September, 
1920, in the presence of a distinguished gathering of 
thirty-seven Elders, representing fifteen chapters, includ
ing three Grand Officers and four past Phi Alphas. The 
ceremony took place in the commodious house on School 
Street which the Delta Gamma Psis had purchased earlier 
in the year. The initiations of the thirty candidates 
occupied the better part of the three days, from the 17th 
to the 19th. 

The Psi Epsilon, no longer the Psi, received a cordial 
welcome from students and faculty alike. The Student 
Council voted to restore Zeta Psi to its rank among the 
oldest of the Dartmouth fraternities, as of 1853. 

The new brothers set out with unparalleled determina
tion to win a place for themselves and their fraternity. 
Eighteen men were initiated the first year, the largest and 
best delegation which the Fraternity had ever had, includ
ing many leaders in college activities. Under the leader
ship of a series of Phis notable for their energy and de
votion to the affairs of the Fraternity and the Chapter, 
the Psi Epsilon prospered. There soon came the realiza
tion that the location of the house worked a disadvantage 
because of its distance from the college. With charac
teristic dispatch committees were formed; the old house 
at 21A School Street was sold, the "actives" and Elders 
spent their vacations campaigning for funds, and in 
August, 1925, ground was broken on the new lot pur
chased from the college, on Webster Avenue: here has 
been erected a beautiful three-story brick house, done in 
the best Colonial style by Mr. Larson, working architect 
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of the college. Invaluable suggestions were made by 
Julius Gregory, Iota 'p7, the prominent New York archi
tect who has done much for the Fraternity, including the 
interior finishing of the New York Zeta Psi Club. The 
dedication of the house took place on October 29th, 1926, 

The stimulus provided by the new house carried the 
Chapter on in its spirit of enthusiasm and determination. 
The following fall a delegation of seventeen men was 
pledged, most of whom became conspicuous leaders on 
the campus and served to attract future Zetes of the right 
calibre—all-around men. When the College instituted an 
intensive schedule of interfraternity contests, the Psi Epsi
lon made an envious name for itself, and established a 
tradition for hard play and good sportsmanship. The 
other side of the picture is equally bright, notably as it 
affects the cordial relations between the Zetes and the 
faculty, and the Chapter's record in non-athletk compe
tition and in scholarship. A record delegation of twenty-
four men, pledged in the fall of 1930, is sufficient tribute 
to the Psi Epsilon's position at Dartmouth. The ghost 
of the old Psi chapter walks again in a worthy and bril
liant reincarnation. 
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CHAPTER XXV 

Kappa 

AROUND the early history of the Kappa Chapter 
hangs a mist of uncertainty through which the light 

of contemporary record shines but feebly. The minutes 
of the early conventions of the Fraternity are brief and 
record but little more than the bare outline of events 
which had a lasting influence on the history of the Fra
ternity. The Kappa, more than any other of the older 
chapters, has suffered from lack of original documents 
and contemporary material from which the history of the 
Chapter can be reconstructed with any vividness. A fur
ther reason for this uncertainty is to be found in the cir
cumstances attending the founding of the Chapter, about 
which centered a battle which was fought out on the floor 
of several conventions. But the arguments pro and con, 
raised in heated speeches which must have been redolent 
with the flavor of characteristic nineteenth century ora
tory, are preserved today only in a series of votes and 
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resolutions which give but the barest clues to the real 

situation. 

Tufts College was established in 1852, and almost im

mediately at tracted the attention of the old Rho Chapter 

at Ha rva rd , which saw in the establishment of the new 

institution at Medford a promising opportunity for the 

founding of a chapter of Zeta PsL At the convention held 

a t Springfield in August, 1854, the Rho received author

ity to establish a chapter at Tufts . There seems to be no 

doubt of the validity of this authorization, an important 

fact in the light of subsequent events. 

On October 17, 1855, however, the Grand Officers met 

in an extra session in New York City and adopted a 

resolution: 

Whereas, The Grand Chapter has been informed (not offi
cially) and believes that there has been an attempt to establish 
a chapter of the Fraternity in the institution called "Tufts Col
lege," and whereas such an attempt is informal, without the 
consent of this Fraternity and in violation of the Constitution 
and By-Laws of said Fraternity, 

Be It Therefore Resolved, That the Grand Chapter views with 
displeasure this violation of the laws of the Fraternity, That it 
refuses its sanctions to the proceedings which have already taken 
place. That it does not recognize or acknowledge the so-called 
chapter at Tufts College, nor can recognize or acknowledge said 
so-called chapter, until such proceedings are had as may be in 
accordance with the Constitution and By-Laws of the Zeta Fsi 
Fraternity provided for such occasions. 

Resolved, That the said so-called chapter at Tufts College is 
not and cannot as it now exists constitute a branch or chapter of 
the Zeta Psi Fraternity. 

Resolved, That the Rho Chapter be directed immediately to 
stop the present proceedings with the members of Tufts College. 
That she be directed to take immediate steps to constitute and 
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organize a chapter in Tufts College in accordance with the rules 
and regulations of the Zeta Psi Fraternity, as set forth in the 
Constitution and By-Laws. 

Resolved, That the Grand Chapter, upon a proper application 
being made to it, after prior necessary and regular proceedings 
have been had, will grant a charter to such new chapter as may 
be regularly established in Tufts College. 

Copies of these resolutions were sent to the various 
chapters, but when an extra session was called on May 5, 
1856, it appeared that a serious situation had arisen: both 
the Rho and the Delta Chapters refused to sanction the 
action taken by the Grand Officers at the previous session! 
A motion was made to sustain the action of the Grand 
Officers. But the hour was growing late; members were 
constantly leaving the hall, and a hasty ballot was taken, 
despite the fact that the delegates from the other chapters 
admitted that they knew nothing of the facts or the merits 
of the case. When the votes were counted it was found 
that the Grand Officers, by a majority of eight votes, had 
failed to receive the confidence of the delegates. Two of 
the officers immediately tendered their resignations, which 
the convention refused to accept. And so matters were 
left. 

The regular convention met on July 3, 1856, at New 
Brunswick, and its first act was to refuse to accept the 
resignations of the two Grand Officers. Whereupon 
"after some consideration" the two nettled Patriarchs 
took their official seats. The fight for the Kappa was then 
begun in earnest, upon a motion to strike out from the 
minutes of the extra session of May 5th all reference to 
the Tufts affair. Delegates from the Rho appeared to 
defend the action of their chapter and to sponsor the mo-
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tion to strike the previous proceedings from the minutes. 
It must have been a fight worth witnessing; the strength 
of the opposing factions seemed equally balanced. The 
question was finally put; "Shall the minutes of the Grand 
Officers be accepted?" The Phi Chapter answered with 
thiee "yeas" ·, the Dtlta. totmtt-ml -with tVirce "nays." So 
the vote went, nip and tuck. And when the result was 
announced, it appeared that the officers had been sus
tained by a majority of one vote! 

To ease the injured feelings of the vanquished a reso
lution was then adopted, first declaring null and void the 
Rho's authority (granted in 1854) to found the Tufts 
chapter, and second, instructing the Rho that the move 
had been defeated on purely constitutional grounds and 
that the convention believed in the good faith of the 
Harvard chapter. It was then resolved to instruct the 
Rho to forward the Tufts petition, whereupon it was to 
be granted. 

And so the Kappa won its right to sit in the councils of 
Zeta Psi. The constitution had been preserved, the 
ruffled feelings of the Rho were soothed, and the chapter 
at Tufts became a reality. 

The beginnings of the Chapter were not ostentatious. 
For a few years it' enjoyed the distinction of being the 
only fraternity at Tufts, and even had competition forced 
the Zetes to provide themselves with adequate quarters, 
it is doubtful if they could have done so. During the 
first year the members met in their various rooms at the 
college, and the only events worthy of special mention 
were the initiations of four more brothers, one of whom 
deserves more than a passing reference. Brother Selden 
Connor, '59, who in 1876 received the honorary degree 
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of LL.D. from his alma mater, was governor of Maine 
for three terms, after having rendered distinguished serv
ice to the Union cause during the Civil War, where he 
served with rank of brigadier general. In this connection 
it is worthy of note that two other members of the Kappa 
during this period were similarly honored with the hon
orary LL.D. degree: Samuel Greely Hilborn, '59, three 
times a member of Congress, and Jarvis Sherman Wight, 
'6 i , one of New York's most famous surgeons and the 
inventor of artery forceps, the self-threading needle, a 
knife for opening blood vessels, and numerous other 
surgical appliances. The mention of these three men 
gives an indication of the type of men who graced the 
Kappa in these early days. 

At the end of the first year the Chapter succeeded in 
obtaining as a regular meeting-place a room in a wooden 
story-and-a-half structure just east of the bridge at Med-
ford. Of this a Kappa historian has written: 

This building was the property of a Medford coal-dealer whose 
name, according to Brother Thorne, '62, was "Angel," but he 
adds that either his memory has failed him or the name was a 
sad misnomer, as said Angel acted far otherwise than those divine 
creatures are supposed to act, especially when the rents were a 
little behind. 

But we soon changed to rooms on Main St., where we lived 
in peace and happiness until fire annihilated our modest temple 
and all our penates in '59, according to one authority, but in '60 
according to another. (The latter is probably the correct date.) 

The outbreak of the Civil War brought such an imme
diate response from the active chapter that at the second 
session of the 1862 Convention of the Grand Chapter, 
held in Boston on December 30th of that year, the Kappa 

[328] 



Kappa Chapter 
was suspended on its own volition for the duration of the 
war, and the papers, books, and charter were sent to the 
Epsilon Alpha for safe-keeping. Only two members of 
the Chapter were left in college. These two, however, 
did not resign themselves even to the temporary suspen
sion of their chapter, but throughout the war held fre
quent meetings together to decide on the ways and means 
of restoring the Kappa to its former position. Meantime 
fifteen of their brothers saw active service in the Union 
cause and two of them gave their lives: Lieutenant 
Henry B. Walton, '58, was killed at Cedar Creek in 1864, 
and Captain Oliver H . Lowell was so severely wounded 
at Gettysburg that he died on the following day. 

With the declaration of peace and the return of the 
absent brothers to college, the problem arose of putting 
the Chapter on its feet. Members of Zeta Psi's chief 
rival, Theta Delta Chi, rejoicing in the supposed death 
of the Kappa, were heard to remark one day that they 
wished they had a rival. That very night twelve men 
were initiated into Zeta Psi. The war-time conferences 
of Brothers Makechnie and Kinsman, '65, bore fruit in 
the initiation en masse of the nine members of an existing 
local society. Thus overnight the Chapter once more 
came into being, to furnish the competition for which 
the "Thetes" had so ttl-advisedly wished. From this 
date, September 12, 1864, the Chapter took a new lease 
on life. 

For a while the meetings were held in the vestry of the 
Universalist Church in Medford, but in 1865 quarters 
were obtained in Usher's Block, near the Medford Town 
Hall, the seat of Zete gatherings for more than thirty 
years to come. 
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Lest it be thought that the rejuvenation of the Kappa 

was overhasty, it may be mentioned that among the ini
tiates at this time were two who became members of 
Phi Beta Kappa, two captains of the varsity baseball 
team, a class president, a valedictorian, a salutatorian, a 
class orator, and a class poet. The brothers, it seems, 
were especially active in rowing; many of them belonged 
to the "Undine Boat Club." The Zetes also had a crew on 
the river, though history is silent when it comes to 
mentioning against whom they rowed, or with what 
success. 

One event of this period must not be passed over, 
especially in the light of the early history of the Kappa. 
The brothers still bore in mind the fact that they owed 
their existence to the efforts of the Rho at Harvard. In 
1857 the Rho had been suspended, but in 1865 the Kappa 
took steps to lend a helping hand. At the convention of 
1865 Brother James S. Wight, Kappa '61, reported "the 
action of his Chapter in reestablishing the Rho Chap
ter at Harvard." This seemingly had been done without 
the sanction or approval of the Grand Chapter. History 
was repeating itself indeed! An animated discussion fol
lowed, which resulted in a vote disapproving the action 
of the Kappa. The sentiment of the Fraternity, however, 
favored the reestablishment, and it was voted that the 
Rho be recognized as a chapter of the Fraternity. Thus 
the Kappa, following the precedent set by its sister chap
ter of adopting extraordinary methods in its zeal to 
achieve results, repaid its debt of gratitude and set the 
Rho once more on its feet. 

One of the most interesting bits of history of this time 
is in connection with the publication of the Tuftonian, 

[330] 



Kappa Chapter 
concerning which Professor Leo R. Lewis, Kappa 'Sj*, 
has written; 

This publication was issued jointly by the two fraternities 
(Zeta Psi and Theta Delta Chi) from 1864 to 1872. Then a 
break occurred, which was not healed until 1877. About 1883 
the rivalry came to what may have been its maximum intensity. 
At this time the voting control depended upon the control of 
the majority of subscriptions. Each fraternity mustered its Ml 
financial strength of actives and alumni, with the result that hun
dreds of copies of the magazine were printed, only to be thrown 
away. 

The futility of this rivalry became so obvious that, along in the 
mid-eighties, the pendulum swung in the other direction, and 
some humorously-inclined members of the rival fraternities formed 
what was called the Zeta-Thete Fraternity, which of course never 
held any meetings, but did contrive a grip, preparation for which 
was always noticeably made public. 

A sidelight on this controversy is thrown by the annual 
reports of the Kappa to the Grand Chapter. After the 
break in 1873, referred to by Professor Lewis, the Zetes 
evidently put out the magazine alone for some time, 
although in 1874 mention is made of the fact that "This 
year all the college societies, both open and secret, will 
unite in its publication." In 1875 the Kappa boasted the 
editor and business manager of the Tufts Collegiate, per
haps a rival paper. But in 1876 reference is made to the 
fact that "The Tuftonian was issued, as usual, by the 
Chapter alone, unaided by any other organization." In 
both 1883 and 1885 it is certain that the Zetes were in 
the saddle, but in 1886, contemporary with the rap
prochement between the rivals and the formation of the 
"Zeta-Thete Fraternity," the non-society element got the 

13311 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
upper hand and elected the manager and editorial board, 
without, however, excluding the secret societies from 
representation. The Kappa historian magnanimously 
adds, "Although a disagreeable occurrence, the change 
has resulted in the improvement of the paper through a 
more complete union of effort than previously existed." 
And thus all reference to the controversy ends, though 
the Zetes continued to be well represented thereafter on 
both the business and editorial boards. 

Aside from the Tuftonian controversy, the history of 
the Kappa during the "Seventies" and "Eighties" seems 
to contain no high lights. Or, rather, its history was a 
succession of high lights, no one of which is distinguish
able from the others; for there is no doubt that the 
Chapter acquitted itself with honor. There seems to have 
been no college activity in which the Zetes did not figure 
prominently, and the Kappa had far more than an aver
age representation among the leaders. Perusal of the 
records reveals the astounding fact that in 1875 the 
Kappa had the captain and six members of the football 
team; while at the following Commencement Zetes de
livered both the valedictory and salutatory orations. And 
statistics compiled in 1900 show that Zeta Psi had up to 
that time furnished Phi Beta Kappa with one-third of its 
entire membership. 

Under such circumstances it is surprising to note a 
movement on the part of some of the Zete chapters to 
conduct investigations of the Kappa Chapter. In 1880 
the Grand Chapter passed a resolution appointing a com
mittee of investigation which should determine whether 
or not the prospects of Tufts College warranted the con
tinuance of a chapter there. The matter was put off for 
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two conventions, and finally at the convention of 1883 
Brother F. E. Snow, Kappa '83, rose to protest against 
the resolution which usually appeared on the minutes as 
to the condition of his chapter. In vain he asked for the 
fight to be brought out into the open, and encouraged 
any brother to come forward to make his charges. A dis
creet silence followed. It was moved and carried that the 
matter be dropped. 

It should here be noted that two of the Kappa's most 
distinguished sons graduated during this period: Austin 
Barclay Fletcher, '76, whose recent single bequest to 
Tufts more than doubled and nearly trebled the entire 
previous holdings of the College; and John Garibaldi 
Sargent, '87, attorney general of the United States under 
President Coolidge. 

Throughout this period the finances of the Chapter 
seem to have been in fair condition. It was still occupying 
the old rooms in Usher's Block, from which it can be 
inferred that the rent was being paid with more or less 
regularity. The only mention of a deficit is found in the 
annual report of 1874, in which it is stated that the Chap
ter had been in debt for the past three years "on account 
of purchasing an organ for their hall." In 1882 and 1892 
the hall was refitted, though by this time the question of 
moving was frequently discussed. At first the members 
were in favor of finding a meeting place in Boston, hut, 
with the expansion of the college, sentiment changed in 
favor of quarters nearer the campus. The dream was 
partially realized in 1894, when more elaborate rooms 
were taken about a mile, from the college. The journey 
back and forth was made by coach, reminiscent of "sport
ing days." The Zetes certainly lacked nothing either of 
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initiative or imagination. Plans were being made, they 
wrote, for a new "massive stone hall, after the style of a 
medieval dungeon keep, and a considerable portion of 
the money necessary to erect it has been subscribed." But 
alas, the castle was in the air, and has been ever since. 

In 1891 the final move against the Kappa was made. 
In the convention of 1891 Brother Walter G. Eliot, 
Alpha 'So, after due notice given in writing, introduced a 
resolution that the Kappa be invited to tender its charter 
to the convention at the expiration of three years. As 
a substitute for the existing Chapter, Brother Eliot pro
posed that the Kappa he amalgamated with the Lambda 
at Bowdoin, with power given to the latter chapter to 
initiate such men at Tufts as they deemed worthy. The 
reason-for Brother Eliot's resolution was that he believed 
that the future of Tufts was not such as would justify 
the continuance there of a chapter of Zeta Psi-, there was 
no charge, either express or implied, against the status 
of the Kappa Chapter. 

Previous to the convention Brother Israel C. Pierson, 
Phi '65, who at that time constituted the "Central Office," 
issued a circular under date of December 15, 1890. Here
in was printed the notice sent to the various chapters by 
Brother Eliot, a letter in defense of the Kappa, written 
by W. S. Martin, Jr., Kappa 'Q3, and the following com
ment by Brother Pierson: 

It would be an insult to your intelligence to attempt to show 
that the proposed scheme is unconstitutional, and to your sense of 
right and of obligation to Zeta Psi to make any comment upon 
the proposition. Two facts stand out prominently: The record 
of the KAPPA CHAPTER is an honorable one, and the Chapter 
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has had a continuous existence since its organization, thirty-five 
years ago. 

All of her sister chapters rallied to the defense of the 
Kappa, and Brother Eliot's resolution was unanimously 
voted down. So the ghost was kid to rest. 

At this time $1500 had already been pledged toward 
a new house. The idea of a "castle" seems to have van
ished into thin air. In 1893, at the suggestion of some 
prominent Elders, A. W. De Goosh, '93, began the work 
of soliciting subscriptions for the capital stock of a cor
poration to be organized to provide a suitable home for 
the Chapter. These efforts, however, were not consum
mated until 1898. During the summer of this year Pro
fessor W. R. Shipman, who had always been a friend of 
the Kappa and had given her one of his sons, vacated his 
house and offered it to the Chapter at a reasonable figure. 
The deal was closed, and for the first time in the forty-
three years of its nomadic existence the Chapter had a 
home of its own. The location was ideal, situated as it 
was on "Professors' Row," facing the campus. The house 
itself was adequate at the time. It has served the Chapter 
well for thirty years, but has long since been outgrown. 
Today the problem facing the Kappa is the same as it 
was in 1890. It must have a new house, and it must have 
it quickly. The cry has been growing in volume for the 
past ten years. The lung-power should be translated into 
horsepower before the Kappa is forced to concede one 
inch of the proud position which it has maintained at 
Tufts for so many years. 

Not until 1910, however, was the debt on the house 
paid off. The original mortgages had dragged on for 
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twelve years. To Professor Leo R. Lewis, Kappa '8y, 
who for years has been the friend and counselor of the 
Chapter, belongs the credit for having conducted a whirl
wind drive which reached every Kappa active and Elder. 
If proof were needed of the willingness and ability of the 
Elders to help build a new house at once, Professor 
Lewises campaign furnishes all the necessary evidence. 

In 1910, also, the Kappa took a leading part in reor
ganizing the two debating clubs at Tufts, and helped put 
them once more on a firm foundation. During the same 
year Zetes figured prominently in the reorganization of 
the Eranos Club, a literary society which, on its formation 
a few" years before, had been hailed by educational maga
zines as the only one of its kind in the country. One of 
the traditions of the Kappa has been its intellectual inter
ests. In debating, dramatics, and publications Zetes have 
always been found in the front ranks. Along with these 
activities has gone a whoksome representation on the 
college athletic teams, where the Kappa has won more 
than its fair share of letters and captaincies. 

During recent years the history of the Chapter has pre
sented no special problems to overcome. The coming of 
the World War brought forth a creditable response from 
the members of the Kappa, young and old. In the fall of 
1918 the house was closed, but the Chapter carried on 
without the suspension which the Civil War had made 
necessary. With the signing of the Armistice, affairs 
gradually returned to normal, and the Kappa pursued the 
even tenor of its way. In this it ran true to form.. Per
haps no other chapter has had a more even record of 
uniformly high standards. There has been a notable 
absence of the customary slump into which even the best 
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of chapters at times fall. Its history has been one of a 
continued excellence, which may well be the wonder and 
despair of competitors and sister chapters alike. No more 
fitting tribute has been paid to it than the words of the 
general secretary, who in 1918 said, "We have no chap
ter that is stronger in its sphere than is the Kappa." 

[337] 



CHAPTER XXVI 

Tau 

ON T H E tenth anniversary of its birth Zeta Psi had 
ten active chapters on its roll. Two other chapters 

had met with misfortune: the Zeta died four years after 
its birth (but was later revived); the Alpha, of Dickinson 
College, "died permanently" in 1856. The year 1857 
saw the almost fatal coma of one of the ten—the Rho 
Chapter at Harvard. Of the nine survivors two more 
were destined to come to an untimely end, the Omicron 
at Princeton and the Theta at Union College. Zeta Psi 
was having to struggle for a foothold, but the outcome 
was never in doubt. There were already in existence five 
hardy offspring whose health was never seriously im
paired and who lived to boast of an unbroken record of 
continuous and active prosperity—the Phi, Delta, Sigma, 
Chi, and Kappa. Four more were to be added to the roll 
before the decade of the "Fifties" was passed. 

To Lafayette College fell the honor of supplying the 
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sixth unbroken link in the chain. By a happy coinci
dence the college was celebrating its twenty-fifth anni
versary when Zeta Psi was celebrating its tenth. In 183a 
work in the classrooms had commenced, although the real 
beginnings of the college date back to 1824, when a meet
ing of prominent citizens of Eastern resulted in. the ap
pointment of a committee of three to draft a memorial 
to the legislature for a charter of incorporation of a col
lege, and for legislative aid toward the accomplishment of 
the project. The charter was granted two years later, 
though the college itself did not begin to function until 
1832. 

The name of one member of this committee of three 
deserves to be perpetuated in Zeta Psi history. James 
Madison Porter is intimately linked not only with Lafay
ette College, of which he became the first president of the 
board of trustees, but also with the Fraternity, to which 
he gave two lineal descendants, both bearing his name, 
and both of whom were graduated as Zetes from the 
college which their ancestor was largely instrumental in 
founding. 

From the standpoint of the Fraternity there are few 
better "college towns" in the country than Easton. It is 
centrally located, within little more than an hour's dis
tance from both Philadelphia and New York, yet it has 
all the advantages of a smaller college town—accessi
bility to the beautiful rugged hills which line the Dela
ware and the Lehigh valleys, and a hospitable and cul
tivated population which the thriving business element 
of the town has saved from the development of a spirit 
too academic. To the fact that Zeta Psi obtained there an 
early foothold and adopted a policy of drawing gener-
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ously from the town for its members can be attributed 
the fact that today the Fraternity catalogue lists fifty-five 
Zetes residing in Easton. The value to a chapter of such 
a large body of local Elders is at once apparent. Scarcely 
less so is the consideration that this same large body has 
upon its shoulders an unusual measure of responsibility 
for the welfare of the Chapter. It can be both a help 
and a hindrance. Its very size may create a laissez faire 
attitude on the part of the individual Elders; it is all too 
easy to pass the responsibility along the line and "let 
George do it." And there are always a few who are will
ing to accept this responsibility, while the others lean 
on their oars. On the other hand, to anyone acquainted 
with the "ups and downs" of fraternity life, it is axiomatic 
that a chapter gains or loses ground in direct proportion 
to the active and interested support of its Elders. And 
here lies the strength and the weakness of the Lafayette 
Chapter. When the Elders have been behind the active 
chapter it has prospered; when alumni interest has waned, 
the chapter spirit has fallen off—all this despite the un-
deviating support of a few loyal Elders who have tried 
to pull far more than their own weight in the boat. 

It was recognition of the possibilities of Lafayette as 
a college and Easton as a college town that in all proba
bility actuated the Grand Chapter Convention of 1857 to 
grant a charter to a small group of four petitioners: 
Charles Stewart McCormick, William Alfred Wurts, 
Isaac X. Grier, and Jacob Augustus Miller. A further 
consideration in favor of the granting of the charter was 
the fact that Delta Kappa Epsilon and Phi Kappa Sigma, 
which had come to the college in 1853, were in sole pos
session of the field. The withdrawal of the latter in 1882 
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makes Zeta Psi the second oldest fraternity at Lafayette. 

To the Sigma fell the honor of standing sponsor for 
the new chapter. On October 2, 1857, William Piatt 
Pepper and Henry Ashhurst, the former a senior and the 
latter a junior at the University of Pennsylvania, jour
neyed to Easton and initiated the four petitioners as char
ter members of the new Tau Chapter. 

The first independent meeting of the Tau was held 
on the following evening, and one member, Edgar W . 
Hayes, '58, was elected. There was, of course, no chapter 
house, and the gatherings were held in dormitory rooms, 
generally in the building known as South College. The 
greatest secrecy had to be maintained, as the college 
authorities had banned all secret societies, and, in general, 
public opinion was hostile to their existence. In further
ance of this necessary policy of secrecy a room was soon 
procured at the United States Hotel, where the Chapter 
continued to meet for some time. 

But despite the inconvenience to which the Chapter was 
put in evading the vigilance of the faculty and hostile 
students, the Tau made headway. Progress was necessar
ily slow, but it was none the less sure. The problem of 
building up a strong personnel was complicated by anti-
fraternity sentiment in the student body. Where such a 
problem exists, as it has in many instances in the Frater
nity's history, notably in the early days of the Canadian 
chapters, it is practically necessary to be sure of an ac
ceptance before an invitation is issued. And so we find 
that only one more member was taken into the Tau dur
ing the few remaining months of 1857, and three in 
1858 and in 1859. Very little is known of these early 
years, but it is clear that the Tau must have established 
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itself on a secure foundation, for in i860 twelve mem
bers were initiated, among them the president of the 
senior class and the junior orator. The following year 
saw the addition of seven more from the three upper 
classes. 

Having once established itself, the Tau adopted a con
servative policy of expansion. The class delegations dur
ing the latter part of the "Sixties" ranged from four to 
seven men. The college was small, and the Zetes aimed at 
quality rather than quantity. How high a quality was 
maintained is attested by the fact that for six consecutive 
years, from 1865 till 1871, the class valedictorian was a 
Zete, And beginning with 1871, we find that within the 
next six years the Tau boasted four class presidents, two 
other class officers, and two presidents of the Washington 
Literary Society. 

During this period the Tau took an active interest in 
the affairs of the Ornicron Chapter at Princeton. Here 
anti-fraternity feeling ran increasingly higher until secret 
societies were eventually banned from the campus. The 
Omicron did not expire until 1882, but in the meantime 
its sister chapter at Easton, having from past experience 
learned the hardships attendant upon faculty disapproval, 
lent all possible assistance. Members of the Princeton 
chapter were frequently initiated at Easton. Further
more, during the years from 1862 to 1873 tn-e Tau sent 
no fewer than twelve men to Princeton for either grad
uate or undergraduate work. The assistance of these men 
must have aided materially in prolonging the life of the 
Omicron, until it met an honorable death at the hands of 
the Princeton authorities. 

Early in its history the Tau also lent a hand to another 
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sister chapter, when in i86l it wrote out the constitution 
and by-laws of the ill-starred Eta Chapter at Gettysburg» 
which survived for only eleven years. 

In those early days college and fraternity life at Lafay
ette seem to have been reflective of the times. As in the 
primeval days of man-to-man struggle, the existence of a 
fraternity in the middle of the last century seems to have 
been dependent upon the principle of natural selection. 
None but the fittest survived, and the struggle was not 
characterized by the modern and more delicate regula
tions governing inter-fraternity competition. And it was 
also the day of the "Practical Joke." The college at 
Easton must have rocked with laughter when a rival fra
ternity succeeded in penetrating the mysteries of Zeta 
Psi's most intimate shrine and extracting therefrom the 
sacred constitution. The chagrined brothers searched high 
and low, but in vain. There were threats of legal prose
cution; the joke had gone too far. The document was at 
length returned, with the assurance that it had been con
sidered "holy" and that "it had never been read very 
extensively!" 

One of the earliest histories of the Chapter states that 
"It has been the unchanging policy of the Tau to try to 
take in every 'gentleman' who entered college from 
Easton." And it is because of this consistent policy that 
the Chapter today numbers among its Elders so many 
local alumni. They are men prominent in all branches of 
business and professional activity, representatives of the 
finest families in Easton. In many instances two and even 
three generations of both lineal and collateral descendants 
are represented in the ranks of Lafayette Zetes. 

For example, Brother Frank Reeder, '63, a distin-
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guashed army officer and one of the most influential citi
zens, had three sons, Andrew, Frank and Douglas, who 
were Zetes. He also had a grandson who is a Zete. And 
yet it must not be supposed that the Chapter has degen
erated into a "closed corporation," which excludes the 
man who cannot show that his family tree has taken root 
in Zeta Psi soil. A glance at the make-up of any of the 
active chapters of recent years will, rather, testify to the 
cosmopolitan character of the Tau, In the year 1926, for 
example, out of a chapter of some thirty-five men, only 
two hailed from Easton, while the others represented nine 
states as widely separated as Michigan on the north and 
Texas on the south. Lafayette is not a provincial college, 
and the Tau, while taking just pride in its local alumni 
and its social standing in Easton, cannot be accused of 
in-breeding. 

Thus early were the foundations firmly and wisely laid 
for future development. Many Zetes of the "Seventies" 
have been preserved to memory in graphic sketches writ
ten by R. H . Hepburn, '71, and their pictures appear in a 
fraternity photograph—said to be the first ever taken— 
which bears the date of 1870. It hangs today in the chap
ter house at Easton. They seem to have been a fun-loving 
lot; but, as Brother Hepburn writes in a hand still firm 
despite his seventy-seven years, "no set of students sur
passed them in scholarship or mischief." Among them 
were names well known in after years: the late William 
Baxter Owen, for over forty years a professor at the 
College; Dr. Abraham Alexander Smith, a famous New 
York physician; William McMurtie, a famous chemist; 
Dr . John Meigs, who left a monument to himself in The 
Hill School, one of the great preparatory schools of the 
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country. And—to give the other side of the picture—it 
seems to have been a Zete who put the cow in the old 
North College Chapel. Lest vengeance pursue him, even 
at this late date (for he is still alive), his name shall be 
veiled in secrecy, though the glory of his achievement 
shall remain! 

When the Civil War broke out the Tau was only four 
years old, yet out of the sixty-eight men initiated up to 
18 68, twenty-three saw active service. Brother John 
Hecht Buckley, '63, lost his life at Sharpsburg, Mary
land. At least one returned from the war to resume his 
college course; Major Abraham B. Howell, '68, took up 
his studies, minus the aid of a leg which he had left on 
the field of battle. Brother Hepburn records: "I t was 
interesting to watch him disconnect his wooden leg, stand 
it against the railing about half way up the two-hundred-
odd steps to the hill, during a return to our rooms in the 
'night watches,' and anathematize it." In spite of Brother 
Hepburn's polite diction, we get the picture. 

Until the year 1870 the existence of the Fraternity had 
been a jealously guarded secret, but a change in the senti
ments of both faculty and students brought about a reac
tion. The pendulum swung to the other extreme, and it 
became an honor to boast of one's fraternity connections. 
The Tau was one of the first fraternities to step into the 
limelight, and Brother O. F. Harvey, '71, is reputed 
to be the first Lafayette man to wear a fraternity badge. 
At this time also the members of the Chapter attracted 
further notice by forming a boat club, and for nearly ten 
years maintained one of the two crews at Lafayette. 

For many years the fraternities at Lafayette had no 
houses of their own and were compelled to hold their 
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meetings either in the dormitories or in hired rooms 
downtown. During 1865 the Zetes met in Rooms 44 and 
45 of South College. In 1872-73 we find them in three 
rooms on the third floor of a building on the southwest 
corner of Northampton Street and Center Square. There
after rooms were taken, successively, in two buildings 
which bore names which have become traditional in the 
Tau. The Hay Building, where the Chapter had rooms 
from 1874 to 1883, took its name from a family which 
has given seven of its members to the Tau, among them 
the late Thomas A. H . Hay, '76, past Phi Alpha of the 
Fraternity. The change in 1883 was to the Drake Build
ing; again, the Drake family has given Zeta Psi another 
past Phi Alpha in Fred R. Drake, '86, a life-long resi
dent of Easton who has with significant loyalty devoted 
his time and money to his chapter. The rooms in the 
Drake Building were retained for many years, until the 
final move was made to the Clemens Building on North
ampton Street. I t was not until the corner of the twen
tieth century had been turned that the "chapter house 

• idea" began to make its appeal to the Tau. The Zetes at 
Lafayette had always found it more democratic to live in 
the dormitories. The college numbered less than five 
hundred students at that time, and in such a compara
tively small group the success of the social life within the 
college depended upon the avoidance of cliques. It was 
not until 1910 that it seemed wise for the Chapter to 
build its own house and forsake the dormitories in favor 
of the more closely-knit associations of a chapter house. 

The history of the Tau during these years does not 
make exciting reading—perhaps the greatest compliment 
that could be paid to a chapter. There seem to have been 
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no "ups and downs," no particular problems to be solved, 
no crises to weather. The Chapter pursued its way quietly 
and without ostentation, suffering not a whit from the 
competition of other fraternities; it was never rich, and 
seldom so poor as not to be able to meet its debts. The 
calibre of the men it turned out is ample testimony to the 
character of the life within the organization. While it is 
impossible to name individually all those who have 
achieved distinction in after-life, it is significant to call 
to mind some of those who have retained their close asso
ciations with the College and the Chapter. Brother Drake 
and Professor Owen have already been mentioned. 

The Classes of '78 and '99 furnished Lafayette with 
two of her present trustees, Brothers Edward J. Fox (the 
first of six others of the same name to join the T a u ) , 
and Bayard Hand. Brother Fox, formerly a justice of 
the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, is now president of 
the Board. Professor James Madison Porter, '86, the 
grandson of the first president of the board of trustees, 
was for years the head of the department of civil en
gineering; Professor John H . "Wilson, '05, of the chem
istry department, enjoys the distinction of being one of 
the youngest men ever to obtain a Ph.D. from Harvard. 

Brother Russell C. Stewart, '78, has been reelected for 
his second ten-year term as president-judge of the North
ampton County Courts. Though he was a Republican 
running in a Democratic county, no opposing candidate 
was named against him and he was elected almost unani
mously. Brother William H. Kirkpatrick, '05, was, in 
the spring of 1927, appointed United States Circuit Court 
judge for life, with headquarters at Philadelphia. During 
the World War he was lieutenant-colonel in the Adjutant 
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General's department in Washington and following the 
World War he was elected to Congress. His brother, 
Donald M. Kirkpatrick, Ό8, was captain and liaison offi
cer in France in the World War. His father, Brother 
William S. Kirkpatrick,, '62 (Sigma Alpha), was judge 
of the County Court, attorney-general of Pennsylvania, 
and the first Republican ever elected to Congress from 
his district, his son, William H., being the third to be 
so honored. William S. Kirkpatrick was also a member 
of the Board of Trustees of Lafayette and for many 
years was a member of the executive committee and at 
one time was acting president. His notable father and 
his sons in themselves constitute an amazing contribution 
for any fraternity to have made to the service of state and 
nation. Francis Shunk Brown, Jr., '13, was, in 1927, 
elected judge of the county Courts in the city of Phila
delphia, a rare honor to come to one so young. These, 
and others too nummerous to mention, are representative 
of the type of men the Chapter has produced. 

The Tau Chapter has thrice been honored by the 
Grand Chapter in being called upon to furnish three 
Elders of the national Fraternity; John Meigs, ' 71 ; Fred 
R. Drake, '86; Τ. Α. Η. Hay, '76, have all served the 
Fraternity as Phi Alpha. In addition there have been 
twelve other patriarchs from the Tau: Howard Ralston 
•Hetrick, '61, Alpha Phi Alpha; William S. Kirkpatrick, 
'62, Sigma Alpha; Alexander A. Smith, '68, Sigma Rho 
Alpha; John Burke Hendry, '76, Sigma Rho Alpha; Ed
ward J. Fox, '78, Sigma Rho Alpha; Henry D. Maxwell, 
'82, Sigma Rho Alpha; Maurice Clemens, '88, Sigma 
Rho Alpha; George Linn Ulmer, '89, Alpha Sigma 
Alpha; Joshua L. Miner, '03, Sigma Rho Alpha; John I. 
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Kinsey, '02, Sigma Rho Alpha; James Madison Porter, 
'86, trustee; Charles Chipman, Ί 4 , trustee. 

The Chapter won further honors in the war with 
Spain. Major Rus$el B. Harrison, '77, served with dis
tinction as inspector„general of the United States Army, 
and was the first American commander of Morro Castle. 
Dr. W. E. Parker, »88» while in sole charge of the yellow 
fever hospital at Daiquiri, contracted the disease himself. 
Immediately upon his recovery he brought the transport 
Berkshire back to the States with the loss of but three 
men, though 150 Were so ill that they had to be carried 
ashore. Brother Drake organized and led a company of 
volunteers which w a s accepted for duty in the Pennsyl
vania National Gi)ard. Others, whose names are too 
numerous to mention, served with distinction. 

As far back as the "Nineties" the ^'chapter house idea" 
had been slowly evolving, and during the latter part of 
that decade a definite fund was started. In the early part 
of the century several of the fraternities erected their own 
houses, and the Taij s aw that in order to keep up its pres
tige it must follow suit. To that end the Tau Chapter 
Association was incorporated in 1904, and elected 
Brother Drake as its first chairman. The realization of 
the dream was due to the efforts of the association, and 
the hearty cooperation of the college faculty and trustees, 
who allotted the Tau a splendid site for their new house 
and loaned the Association ten thousand dollars toward 
the project, taking as security the underwriting of a gen
erous local contractor. At a total cost of $43,500 the 
house was eventually completed and formally opened on 
February 4, 1910. The architects were James Barnes 
Baker, Tau '84, and William M. Michler, Tau '95. 
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The opening of the new house brought with it new 

problems. The expenses of the Chapter had never been 
a particular burden, but with the added responsibility of 
the house came the necessity of creating a steady income. 
Hitherto the Chapter had always been comparatively 
small, but now it became necessary to increase the num
ber of "actives" in order to meet expenses. There were 
many dangers attendant upon a sudden policy of expan
sion, and it was largely due to the wise guidance of 
Nicholas Hunter, Ί ι , that the problem was solved and 
the affairs of the Chapter were turned over to the 1913 
delegation in such splendid condition that Zeta Psi was 
generally conceded to be the ranking fraternity at Lafay
ette. Another man of the 1911 delegation deserves men
tion. Philip L. Hand enjoys, so far as is known, the 
unique distinction of having been elected football captain 
without being a member of the team. A man to have thus 
achieved must have been one of the most influential men 
in college. 

The World War brought disorganization to the Tau 
as it did to every fraternity chapter. October, 1917, saw 
the return of only seven "actives," but nine good pledgees 
were secured almost immediately; two others were added 
later. The new house was taken over as barracks, and 
military regulations prescribed that no fraternity meet
ings could be held there. "Nothing daunted, the brothers 
adjourned to the Y.M.C.A. and "carried on." 

The Tau is justly proud of its war record. The Chap
ter sent to the front in 1917 the first man from Lafayette 
to enlist, Brother R. F. Dibble, who in 1919 met a heroic 
death in an aeroplane accident while flying to the aid of a 
disabled comrade. The Phi joins with the Tau in honor-
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ing the man who was affiliated with both chapters. Again 
it was a Tau man. Brother George Thomas Price, Jr., 
'19, who was the first man from the College to be 
awarded the Croix de Guerre. Brother James M. Porter» 
Jr., is remembered for his heroic rescue of a fellow-
airman who had fallen into the ocean in a burning plane. 
And the spirit of the Tau is exemplified by the late Lieu
tenant Maxwell McKeen, '17. who, though violently ill 
with influenza, remained at his post until he was. earned 
away unconscious, and returned, after his discharge from 
the hospital, only to he mortally wounded in action a few 
days later. 

Brother Nymeyer, Alpha Epsilon *//, has left us a 
picture of a scene at Kaston in the early days of 1917: 

We shall never forget the picture on that lawn one «reusing™ 
it was the day Brother Dibble left for the war. There is a lag 
pole on the lawn at the Tau, and the boys were gathered around 
it at sunset, with billiard cues at "present arms." while the prop
erly designated officer slowly hauled down Old Glory to the 
notes of a poorly but seriously played old tttr.de. which someone 
had picked up somewhere. A billiard cue was the nearest approach 
to a rifle that could be found on the peaceful little campus of 
Lafayette that evening; but the lads who stood there "at atten
tion" have since stood "at attention" on glorious battlefields as 
leaders of men; they have defended the flag 011 land, at sea, and 
in the air. 

With the return of peace the Tau faced the first great 
crisis of its career. Because of the lesson which the Chap
ter learned, because of the spirit which lay behind the 
"Redemption of the Tau," and because of the particular 
spirit of the men who were jointly responsible for this 
redemption—J. Harold Jackson, Herbert Ross Brown, 
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and J . C. MacCartney, '24—the account of this trying 
period, written by a contemporary, has been inserted in 
full as a fitting climax to the history of a chapter which 
Zeta Psi is proud to honor: 

In the autumn of 1922 the Tau suffered acutely from an over
emphasis of that which had always been one of its virtues. With 
an unusually large local group of prominent and active alumni, 
the Chapter enjoyed for more than sixty years a unique social 
prestige which was at once recognized and respected. It led, how
ever, to a feeling of smug complacency in the active chapter and 
asserted itself in the dangerous rushing dictum—"We will take 
but five or six men." This cocksure attitude, coupled with the 
scholastic casualties from which the Chapter has always been more 
or less a heavy sufferer, began to have its effect. Out of a small 
freshman delegation less than half survived the mid-year examina
tions. The upperclassmen fared little better, and in the spring of 
1923 the house awoke one morning to find its chapter roll depleted 
to Λ scant fourteen men. Scholastically the house was saved the 
ignominy of last place among the national fraternities by the 
dubious margin of four one-hundredths of a point. The senior 
delegation existed in the person of one lone survivor to point the 
moral of the tale of eight departed brothers. 

The best heads in the Chapter had not been asleep. Something 
had to be done and done quickly. The new officers, headed by 
Brother John Harold Jackson, set about to mend the losses. A 
systematic rushing program was planned. The old dictum—"We 
will take but five or six men" was changed to "We need every 
man of Zete calibre or potential Zete calibre (a thing often over
looked at Easton) in the Class of 1927." An old Tau failing, 
that of restricting the rushing to men from three or four exclusive 
preparatory schools, was abandoned. 

The entire house was back ten days before registration. Elder 
Brothers Harold Fox, Donald Laubach, Charles Chipman, Gor
don Brown, and Robert Illingworth gave generously of their 
time. Letters had been sent to Zetes everywhere. And then the 
fun began. After the smoke cleared away the Chapter exulted 
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to find every one of its fourteen bids had been accepted. The 
delegation included three legacies of two of the old national fra
ternities with which we had in the past most frequently crossed 
bids. The delegation looked like the most representative group 
within memory of the Tau. 

This had been said before. To keep the freshmen was the 
next question. A scholarship committee composed of the entire 
senior delegation was organised at once, The traditional sttidy 
hour became a reality. A tutoring committee saw active service. 
Every pledge was told his initiation depended upon his passing 
every subject on his roster. And when Elder Brother Ellis Ames 
Ballard arrived in December to make his famous one hundred 
per cent Zeta Psi speech of welcome to the new brothers, he was 
greeted by fourteen "initiates." Every man jack of the delega
tion passed every course on his schedule. And—wonder of won
ders—the Zeta Psi Fraternity of North America ranked third on 
the list of the national Greek letter fraternities at the end of the 
term. Old Zetes phoned the Dean to know whether it was a 
miracle or a mistake. Dean Heckel replied it was neither. "Seri
ousness of purpose and genuine leadership did it"—this from the 
Dean! 

And the end is not yet. The house during the short space of 
a term became actively represented in every worthwhile campus 
activity. A committee appointed by the Phi saw each new brother 
safely started in his chosen field of endeavor. The seniors led 
the way. The entire delegation was elected to the honorary upper-
class society. Phi Beta Kappa and Tau Beta Pi keys were seen 
dangling on Zete watch-chains for the first time in seven years. 
The house boasted, among other things, of the chairman of student 
government, a varsity manager, the editor of the college paper, 
and the "Pepper Prize" man. The valedictorian of the class was 
a member of the 1924 delegation. 

The lesson had been learned and the house has not slipped 
back to the pre-1923 level scholastically since the organization 
of a scholarship committee, which in itself contained some grains 
of scholarship. The tradition of a dynamic rushing committee 
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has been carried down with real results in 192+ and 25. The 
redemption of the Tau was a fact. 

The momentum of the bonum annum of 1924 has died down 
and new impetus will be needed to keep the Chapter scholastically 
and in campus prestige where it has been for years socially. The 
dark days of 1922 will be fated to appear again in the history of 
the Tau as college generations come and go, but the Tau has 
learned that the much-needed push will never be denied a group 
of men who will take nothing for granted during rushing season 
and then grapple the freshmen to the Chapter with hoops of steel. 
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Upsilon 

TH E year 1858 should be written large in the his
tory of Zeta Psi, for within the twelve months the 

Fraternity roll was increased from ten to thirteen active 
chapters. Despite the fact that the thirteenth—the Pi at 
Amherst—proved unlucky, the addition of the other two 
was of momentous significance. For the establishment 
of the Upsilon and the Xi marked the pioneer ventures 
of the Fraternity to the south and to the west. 

Zeta Psi has always been a pioneer. She proudly 
boasts the fact that she was the first national Greek letter 
fraternity both on the West coast and in Canada. This 
venturesome spirit was no growth which came with ripen
ing strength and maturity, for as early as 1850 the stand
ard had been planted as far north as Waterville, Maine, 
the home of the Chi. But to penetrate to the south and 
west was even more difficult. Until this time Zeta Psi 
had been distinctly a northern fraternity, and only two of 
its chapters were more than two hours' traveling distance 
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from cither New York, Philadelphia, or Boston. The 
Zeta at Williams had died in 1852, and the old Psi at 
Dartmouth survived only till 1864. While it would be 
an exaggeration to attribute their demise solely to com
parative isolation, there is no doubt that it was due in part 
to lack of contact with the other chapters, which were 
able more often to enjoy the privilege of personal con
tact—one of the greatest factors in developing fraternity 
spirit. To venture, then, a thousand miles southward to 
plant a chapter in virgin territory was an act of courage 
worthy of a Columbus or a Daniel Boone. 

Nor was the founding of the Upsilon the result of a 
quick, unreasoned impulse. The idea dated back to the 
year of the birth of the Fraternity. In 1847 William 
Henry Dayton, Phi '^g, who had been closely associated 
with Brothers Sommers and Skillman in founding Zeta 
Psi at New York University, started south with the ex
press idea of founding a chapter at the University of 
North Carolina, where he was then a student. Unfor
tunately for the Fraternity, he never reached his destina
tion ; his death on the journey postponed for eleven years 
the consummation of his ambition. 

It is significant that the second effort was the result of 
an impulse generated in the South and not in the North. 
That the Fraternity's reputation should have grown to 
such an extent in a decade that it received an unsolicited 
petition from a state so far removed as North Carolina, 
is a tribute to the chapters that had already made names 
for themselves in the North. 

The solicitation came in the form of a letter to Henry 
W. Bookstaver, an undergraduate member of the Delta 
Chapter, from R. C. Swain, only son of Governor D. L. 
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Swain, president of the University of North Carolina. 
As a result of the negotiations between these two, a 
petition, signed by sixteen students, was presented to the 
Grand Officers on August 26, 1857, and passed "after 
careful and deep deliberation." The deep deliberation 
was caused principally by the refusal of the Rho Chapter 
at Harvard to entertain the petition on the ground that 
they believed the petitioners to be "the parties who pre
viously applied for information concerning the secret 
societies at Harvard College." Just what this imports 
we have no means of knowing, but in any event the peti
tioners denied the base insinuation, and the Rho withdrew 
its objection. 

It is an interesting fact that this same assembly granted 
a charter to the Tau. Because Easton was not far from 
New York, the Tau was established in October of the 
same year, whereas more intricate steps had to be taken in 
the case of the Upsilon. It was necessary for the peti
tioners to send a delegate from Chapel Hill to be initiated 
in the North and vested with power to install the new 
chapter. For this mission the petitioning group sent James 
G. McNab, who, strangely enough, was not a student at 
the University, but attended "Judge Battle's Law 
School." It was quaintly argued by his colleagues that he 
"was in a better situation to lose time than the students 
in the college." In any event he journeyed to New Bruns
wick, was initiated at the Delta, and returned to Chapel 
Hill with the necessary authority to found the new 
chapter. 

A letter from Brother Μ. Η . Pinnix, one of the char
ter members, written in 1889, states that "the first meet
ing was held in a room occupied by R. C. Swain on Gov-
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ernor Swain's lawn. There the above-named persons [the 
six charter members] were initiated as members, officers 
were elected, and the Chapter fully organized. J. G. 
McNab was elected Phi, which position was afterward 
held by Μ. Η . Pinnix." 

Here some confusion arises. The official date of the 
founding of the Chapter is given as January 16, 1858. 
Hence, the "first meeting," mentioned above by Brother 
Pinnix, must refer to the meeting on that date on the 
Governor's lawn. And yet it appears that eight others, 
not listed as charter members, were also initiated on that 
date. Still further confusion is created by the fact that 
Brother Pinnix, in the same letter, gives the date of the 
founding of the Chapter as 1857; yet a contemporary 
letter to the Zeta Chapter written on November 22, 1858, 
by R. F. Kolb, a charter member, states, "We were estab
lished last January. . . ." The only way in which these 
difficulties can be reconciled is to adopt as a first explana
tion that suggested by Professor William James Battle, 
Upsilon '88, the historian of the Chapter for the Semi
centennial Catalogue, and infer that Brother Pinnix 
referred to the college year 1857-1858. This seems rea
sonable since there is no record of any initiations into the 
Chapter prior to 1858. But a second explanation is in 
order as to the so-called "first meeting." Two inferences 
may be made: either the six charter members were ini
tiated at some meeting prior to that date, or else there 
was another meeting on the same day at which the eight 
other members were initiated. The latter solution seems 
more probable in view of the fact that the official date of 
the founding of the Chapter has been set as January 16th. 
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The second meeting may have followed immediately upon 
the heels of the first 

In any event, the six charter members officially are: 
James Graham McNab, William Adams, Reuben Fran
cis Kolb, Walter J. Jones, Thomas Clary Evans, and 
Marshall Henry Pinnix. It is probable that young Swain 
made a seventh, but as he was subsequently expelled 
from the Fraternity his name has been dropped from the 
rolls. 

The University of North Carolina was at this time in a 
most flourishing condition. Some ten other societies were 
already in active operation when the Upsilon entered the 
field, among them such strong national fraternities as 
D.K.E., Beta Theta Pi, Delta Psi, and Chi Phi. Many 
others followed in rapid succession. In the face of such 
competition the Upsilon achieved an unparalleled record 
in building up a chapter which in both quantity and qual
ity ranked with the best societies at the University. In 
addition to the fourteen members initiated on the 16th 
of January, five more were added before the college 
year ended; five more were added during July, and two 
more in September. The Chapter was thus up to its full 
numerical strength almost from the outset. But even 
more is the character of the members a thing to be won
dered at. From among these early initiates, one became 
governor of Alabama, one lieutenant governor of North 
Carolina, two became members of Congress, two were 
honored on the bench, one attained the rank of general, 
and others rose to occupy almost equally prominent 
positions in political and professional life. Gentlemen 
all, sons of the finest families of the South, they early 
laid a foundation so strong that the Upsilon has lived 
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to be a byword in Zeta Psi for chivalrous courtesy and 
good fellowship. The strength of this foundation was 
soon to meet its supreme test. 

Meanwhile the Chapter struggled against the odds 
which inevitably face any new fraternity chapter. Meet
ings were held perforce in the various rooms of the mem
bers, until a private room was rented from P. H . Mc-
Dade on Main Street. Still later a room was rented from 
a man named Yates, on the corner of Main Street and 
the street running parallel with the border of the cam
pus. Despite these limitations of physical equipment, the 
Chapter spirit ran high. "When the members met around 
the festive board," writes Brother Pinnix, ". . . one 
can well imagine the inexpressible pleasure enjoyed on 
such auspicious occasions." The Zetes had a good time 
together. And their sociability and capability must have 
soon been recognized. They were lucky, moreover, in 
having the friendship and interest of "Old Bunk," as 
Governor Swain was affectionately called by his students. 
His sympathy with the Zetes was no doubt caused by his 
son's membership in the organization. But it is equally 
certain that the Upsilon, through sheer merit, was able to 
stand on its own feet. Brother Pinnix states that "Zeta 
Psi soon became the most prominent club in college," 
and, judging from the prominence later attained by its 
members, the statement may well be taken at face value. 
Ten more fine men were initiated in 1859 ana* n ' n e t n e 

year following, without a let-down in the standard which 
the Chapter had set for itself. 

But scarcely had the Upsilon celebrated its third birth
day when the guns of Fort Sumter awoke the South 
to the reality of secession. The little town of Chapel Hill 
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was stirred to sudden activity. Loyalty to a cause in which 
every true Southerner believed with all his soul drew 
band after band of students into the Confederate Army. 
The Upsilon responded in a way which will always thrill 
every member of the Chapter. Statistics compiled from 
the Semi-Centennial Catalogue show that of the eighty 
men who had been initiated up to and including the year 
1865, fifty-seven, or seventy-one percent, saw active serv
ice with the Confederate Army. When it is remembered 
that most of those initiated from 1861 to 1865 were mere 
boys in their 'teens, the sacrifice of the Upsilon to the 
southern cause assumes heroic proportions. Twenty-four 
of the twenty-six initiated in 1S58 were in the service, 
seven out of the ten in 1S59, seven of the nine in i860, 
three of the four in 1861. And of these eighty Zetes who 
answered the call, nine—possibly ten—gave their lives for 
the Confederacy, among them two of the charter mem
bers. Brother William Adams was killed in battle at 
Sharpsburg, Maryland, in 1862; Brother McNab, a first 
lieutenant in the Confederate Army, died also in 1862. 
Brother Henry K. Burgwyn, who after leaving the Uni
versity became the honor man of his class at Virginia 
Military Institute, reached the rank of colonel of the 
Twenty-sixth North Carolina troops and died in battle at 
Gettysburg, when his regiment of eight hundred lost all 
but eighty in the fighting. Brother John Bradford lost 
his life in 1862 at the Battle of Seven Pines, where, by 
a curious coincidence, two of his Upsilon brothers were 
engaged and severely wounded—Wilbur F. Foster and 
William Henry Johnston. 

By all except little men with little minds the schism 
of the Civil War has long ago been forgotten. But in the 
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dark days of the "Sixties" it took big men with big minds 
to realize that while the Mason-Dixon line might sepa
rate the secessionists from the Union, it could not 
sever brother from brother. The Upsilon, alone of all the 
Zeta Psi Chapters isolated from its northern sisters, was 
the first to recognize the bond of brotherhood. The 
Convention of 1861 had been scheduled to meet under 
the auspices of the Upsilon. On February 14, 1861, 
Brother C. W. Broadfoot, '62, wrote: 

Dear Brothers, 
. . . At a recent meeting of the Upsilon Chapter the follow

ing resolutions were unanimously adopted: 
Whereas, The present distracted state of our country renders it 

inexpedient to hold our Convention in this State during this year, 
Resolved: That the Sigma Gamma be instructed to write to all 

the chapters, assuring them that, though our Federal Union has 
been dissolved, still the circle of the Zeta Psi Fraternity shall 
never be broken. 

Resolved: That the bonds of Τ Κ Φ which bind us to our 
brothers of the North are as strong as they ever were. . . . 

And this from the only chapter of Zeta Psi in the 
South, a chapter just entering on the fourth year of its 
existence! 

The Convention of 1862 met at New York instead of 
at Chapel Hill, and there the northern brothers inscribed 
the following resolution on their minutes: 

"Resolved: That while we may differ in political sentiment 
with those of our Brethren who are courageously battling for 
principles which they deem right, no disaster shall separate them 
from the communion of Τ Κ Φ." 

The well-known Zete song, "The Badge of Zeta Psi," 
has assumed the character of an institution and a tradi-
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tion, but not all Zctes know that the incident on which 
the song is based is in all probability true. Brother Henry 
Schwerin, Theta '63, on his death in 1863, left behind 
him the very badge which identified him as a Zete to his 
brother in gray, who saved his life. And while we have 
no clue to the identity of the southern hero, it is well 
within the realm of probability that he was a member 
of that same Upsilon which in 1861 had renewed its vows 
of allegiance to Zeta Psi. 

The bare outline of another interesting incident is pre
served in the minutes of the Seventeenth Convention, 
held at Schenectady on July 26, 1864: 

Brother Pierson (Phi) read a letter from Brother W. I. Clarke, 
Lieut. C. S. Α., now prisoner of war at Fort Deliverance, asking 
for aid. Referred. 

The disposition of this case was never recorded. No 
"W. I. Clarke" appears on the records to have been a 
member of the Upsilon or of any other chapter, and it 
may well be that investigation at the time revealed that 
Clarke's claim to brotherhood was a spurious one. 

From out the Chapter history of these days there rises, 
too, a picture—a young man in Confederate Gray. His 
name is Charles Manly Stedman. Sixty-nine years after 
his graduation from the University we see him in Wash
ington, a striking and venerable figure, the Representa
tive from his state to the Congress of the United States, 
the oldest member of that body, and the only surviving 
Civil War veteran in the House. But he, too, is gone 
now; he died in November, 1930, at the age of eighty-
nine, while still engaged in the active service of his 
country. 
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Through the four years of the war the Upsilon never 

allowed the fire on its altar to die. In some way, too, the 
University managed to keep its doors open. The pro
fessors of fighting age had left long ago, and President 
Swain remained alone with the elder members of his 
faculty. The undergraduate body was all but wiped out 
by enlistments. A brief picture, suggestive for what it 
omits, is given in a letter written in 1866 to the Pi Chap
ter by T. C. De Rosset, Alpha Sigma of the Upsilon: 

". . . Imagine a university with the quondam number of 500 
students reduced to only 15, with but two of that number to steer 
our chapter o'er the billows and to emerge with it or without 
it. These two heroes are Bros. Geo. Slover and J. S. Carr, to 
whom the temptation to desert our ship of state and let the Upsilon 
sink into utter oblivion was by no means weak." 

Brother Carr was certainly not at the University after 
1863, for during that year, at the age of eighteen, he was 
with Lee's Army in northern Virginia, and served till 
the end of the war. Before his death in 1924, General 
Carr became the national commander of the United 
Confederate Veterans during the same year when Brother 
Lewis S. Pilcher, Xi '62, commanded the Grand Army 
of the Republic. Elsewhere in this volume is a picture 
which portrays a Zeta Psi triumph, Brothers Carr and 
Pilcher extending to each other the grip of fellowship, 
the past long ago forgotten. This is the spirit of Zeta 
Psi, and the symbolism of the picture will remain an 
inspiration to generations of Zetes yet unborn. 

And so the Upsilon survived. The whole story can 
never be told, and the heroism of individuals is swal
lowed up in the pride which the whole Fraternity feels 

[364] 



Upsilon Chapter 
for the Chapter itself and the principles for which it 
stood. 

With the return of peace in 1865, the first act of the 
Upsilon was to send five delegates to the Grand Chapter 
Convention held at the Cooper Institute, New York City, 
on December 27, 1865. There Brother Colonel John 
W. Hinsdale, Upsilon '62, was welcomed by enthusiastic 
applause as he reported that his Chapter now stood on 
firm ground. The Convention adopted a resolution of 
sympathy on the death of William Adams of the Upsilon, 
voting "that, as a token of respect to his memory, we 
shroud our halls and badges for a period of thirty days." 

And so the dark days were forgotten, and the circle, 
which the Upsilon had so courageously proved could not 
be broken, was once more united. 

The Upsilon at this time numbered fourteen—a strong 
chapter, for Zeta Psi evidently had the pick of the Uni
versity. Of the twenty-seven clubs existing at Chapel 
Hill at the outbreak of the war, only one pther, Chi Phi, 
had survived. The feeling between the two fraternities 
was described as one of "unnatural hostility, occasioned 
by our having the best of them in several little affairs." 
But the Upsilon's correspondent naively continues, "Rest 
assured we have never swerved an inch from the most 
creditable stand. We now, since we are in power and they 
have no club with which to combine, are very friendly." 

The constitutional limit of twenty was soon reached. 
There seems to have been more good material at Chapel 
Hill than the existing fraternities could assimilate, for 
the Upsilon complained bitterly because it could not ex
pand further. In vain the Chapter sought to have the 
constitution amended to permit a larger chapter. It is 
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safe to assume that Zeta Psi easily outranked the other 
societies at Chapel Hill. Great was the Upsilon's cha
grin when a dark horse, sponsored by a combination of 
rival societies and non-fraternity men, defeated the Zete 
candidate for class marshal in 1867 by the majority of 
a single vote. "We all felt very badly about it," writes 
the Chapter's scribe. "We elected four out of six ball-
managers and hope to carry everything next time." 

Then, like a bolt from the blue, the end came. What 
the terrors of a four-year war had not been able to de
stroy was demolished with one sweep of the hand by the 
carpet-bagger reconstructionists. In 1868 they gained 
control of the state government, and the new governor, 
with a zeal none the less shameless for having been mis
taken, declared all the chairs in the faculty vacant, turned 
out the old board of trustees, and appointed a new Re
publican board. 

Such base misuse of political power caused a reaction 
as swift as it was inevitable. The old aristocratic patrons 
withdrew their sons, and in place of the venerable old 
university, redolent with traditions, there stood a pathetic 
emasculated institution, led by a pathetic "rump faculty" 
and patronized by a handful of bare-footed straggling 
students, most of them enrolled in a preparatory de
partment. 

The Brothers met on May 30, 1868, and adopted the 
following resolution : 

We move that a committee of three be appointed with carte 
blanche powers to act in behalf of the Fraternity in case the 
Fraternity does suspend its operations during the ensuing year, 
with instructions to take care of the furniture, apparatus, etc., to 
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dispose of these . . . and to devote the proceeds to buying cata
logues of the Fraternity for the present members. 

The end which, they foresaw came to pass. The pre
tense of a university was eventually abandoned, and the 
buildings were tenantless for four years. In 1875, with 
the return of the Democrats to power, a large sum was 
raised to repair the buildings, and the General Assembly 
was induced to make a substantial annual appropriation to 
insure the continuance of the rejuvenated University. 

Meanwhile many of the students of the Upsilon 
migrated to the neighboring University of Virginia, and 
there, on July 28, 1868, four of them—George Wash
ington Graham, Charles Finley McKesson, Piatt Dickin
son Walker, and Peter Francisco Pescud—founded the 
Beta Chapter. The old Upsilon Bible was moved to 
Charlottesville and there remained until the Beta was 
forced to suspend operations in 1881. 

With the reestablishment of the University of North 
Carolina in 1875, the Zete element from Carolina, which 
had been perforce diverted to Virginia, returned to 
Chapel Hill. But ten years were to elapse before the 
Upsilon could be revived, for fraternities were looked 
upon with suspicion by the new administration. One, it 
is true, existed under strict cover of secrecy, almost from 
the beginning, and two others were later founded, but 
their existence did not become known until 1884. Feel
ing then became so bitter against them that the whole 
University was divided into Fraternity and Anti-Frater
nity factions. The trustees were thus forced to take a 
definite stand in the matter. In the debate which followed 
we are told that several Zetes, members of the old 
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Upsilon and Beta, took an active part , and their argu
ments carried the day» 

W i t h the ban against fraternities lifted, steps were at 
once taken to found numerous societies. T h e story is 
best told by a contemporary witness, Brother William 
James Battle, ' 8 8 : 

It was in February, 1885, that by agreement the following 
four students—Weill, Monroe, Grandy, L., and Jackson—met 
ίη the room of the last-named, and after drawing the curtains, 
bolting the door, and plugging the keyhole, proceeded to discuss 
informally the propriety of organizing a fraternity. It was de
cided to form a local fraternity, which was named Rho Sigma 
Tau. Soon N. H. D. Wilson, Jr., and C. T. Grandy were added 
to the little coterie. 

At this juncture it was learned that the Zeta Psi Fraternity 
might be willing to reestablish its old chapter here. Mr. Weill 
proceeded to Raleigh to interview Lieutenant-Governor Stedman, 
a prominent alumnus of the University and an enthusiastic Zete. 
Here he met a young man, W. W. Fuller, of Durham, N. C , 
now of New York, a most successful lawyer, who may be justly 
called the father of the new Upsilon. Mr. Fuller in his work 
enlisted two other enthusiastic members of the Fraternity in Dur
ham—Messrs. J. S. Carr and Eugene Morehead—and through 
them a petition was at once made to the Grand Chapter. 

So certain were these sponsors that the petition would 
be granted a t once that , in their enthusiasm for the cause, 
they volunteered to initiate the new chapter on their own 
responsibility. T h e night of March 12, 1885, was set for 
the ceremony. Professor Battle continues: 

. . . A hall had been engaged and supplied with chairs and a 
table, the former having been transported under cover of night 
from the recitation-room of President Battle. Mr. Fuller and 
Mr. Morehead were the guests of the occasion. After a prelim-
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inary discussion of the matter in the room of Wilson and Grandy* 
L., the company made its way, through snow aed sleet and rain, 
to the little office in the yard of Mr. J. W. Carr, a mystic temple 
long ago outgrown, but ever dear to these first initiates. The 
ceremonies of inauguration were ample in the extreme, and the 
wretched fires did not add to their attractiveness; so it was not 
long before adjournment was made to more comfortable quarters. 
There cold was soon forgotten in the delights of a most sumptu
ous feast. 

Thus was the Upsilon reestablished, and its members 
put in possession of the knowledge of all the secrets of 
the Fraternity. The only difficulty with the situation was 
that no word had as yet been heard from the petition. 
Several more members were initiated by the optimistic 
"brothers." Then the bomb burst. Word came from 
New York that the petition had been denied! 

The situation called for diplomacy and tact. The sum
mer of 1885 passed quietly, and when the "Chapter" 
reassembled in the fall they were advised—supposedly by 
their sponsors—to proceed with elections and initiations. 
The cloud which hung over their heads dampened some
what the enthusiasm of the half-castes, but they pro
ceeded to initiate three men "with all the pomp, dignity, 
and solemnity which we could improvise for the occasion." 

Then came the glad news. On October 30, 1885, the 
Fraternity unanimously voted to reestablish the Upsilon! 
Great was the rejoicing at Chapel Hill when the news 
arrived. On November 9th, the Phi Alpha appointed a 
committee to establish the Chapter. The exquisite irony 
of the situation can be appreciated when it is told that 
Brother Fuller was a member of this committee. On 
December n t h , he solemnly appeared with Brother Julian 
S. Carr and installed the Chapter. The final touch is 
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given in the report of the Alpha Sigma Alpha of the 
Fraternity to the Convention of 1886: 

. . . The Phi Alpha appointed a committee . . . to conduct 
the reestablishment of the Upsilon, and letters received by the 
Alpha Sigma Alpha from the new Chapter show that they have 
performed their duty. 

The beginnings of the new chapter were modest in the 
extreme. During all this time the brothers had main
tained a Chapter room, small but neatly furnished. 
Later they rented a small building, an "office," in the 
yard of one of the homes in the village. Brother 
Μ, Η . D. Wilson, who was a member of the Chapter 
during the year 1885-1886, writes: 

We were all green as green can be about fraternities. It was 
considered proper to meet very secretly, perhaps a hang-over from 
the days of faculty prohibition. We were poor as church mice. 
But though the Chapter was small in numbers, those few main
tained a high standard of achievement. A Zete led the Class of 
1886 in scholarship, and another created a sensation by pitching 
the first curved ball ever seen at the University. The Upsilon 
placed the second honor man in the Class of '88, and the first 
in 1892 and 1893. Captaincies of both football and baseball teams, 
the office of Chief Marshal and other coveted honors fell to the 
Upsilon. Most of the Chapter were members of Gimghoul, the 
Junior and Senior Order. Zeta Psi once more reached the top 
amongst its rivals. 

By the spring of 1889 the Chapter, with the indis
pensable aid of Brothers Battle, Rosenthal, Carr, and 
Fuller, had erected a small frame house on a beautiful 
site fronting the campus. This the Chapter occupied until 
1900. 

Before the days of gentlemanly interfraternity agree-
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merits, urbane "goating" of pledges, and polite exchanges 
of amenities between friendly rival organizations, most 
anything was liable to happen—and often did. Fraternity 
life at the Upsilon during this period seems to have re
flected the spirit of the times; certainly it was no excep
tion to the general rough and tumble "he-man" type of 
undergraduate puppy-play which then generally pervaded 
the colleges. Witness the interfraternity raids at the Uni
versity of North Carolina, during one of which the Zetes 
made way with their rival's constitution. As late as 1914 
the Upsilon was boasting that the constitution was still 
in its keeping, and that the earnest pleas of the dejected 
rival had fallen on deaf ears. Perhaps to this day the 
sacred document adorns the Upsilon's secret safe—but 
our eyes will not pry too closely. 

Before 1895 the membership had risen to eighteen, 
where it stayed for a number of years. To some chapters 
this membership may not seem large, but it must be 
remembered that the Upsilon has always adopted a policy 
keeping the membership low and making up the defi
ciency in quality. In the main the policy has worked out 
well enough, but there is always the danger of ultra-
exclusiveness, a fault which has been responsible for more 
slumps in fraternity chapters than is generally recog
nized. Several times has the Upsilon been guilty, and 
the punishment has always been as swift as it has been 
inevitable: loss of chapter spirit, loss of popularity on the 
campus, and a self-satisfied personnel which sits back and 
placidly accepts instead of going out to get. An over
emphasis on exclusiveness was undoubtedly the reason 
why, on five separate occasions between 1906 and 1920, 
the Chapter succeeded in pledging only two men. 

[371] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
In this connection there might be also mentioned an

other· characteristic of the Upsilon which is at the same 
time one of its chief assets and its greatest liability. The 
Chapter has always been justly proud of the fact that it 
has fulled its members from the finest families in the 

record of the handing down of Zete traditions from father 
to so"· This is quite as it should be. But the problem 
of seeking legacies is one which is also fraught with a 
twofold danger. The legacies may not always be desir
able, and furthermore the Chapter comes to rely too much 
upon tradition. The result is in-breeding, excessive con
servatism in choosing members, and a certain exclusive-
ness which is not in keeping with the traditions of the 
general fraternity. Seldom has the Upsilon been open to 
this charge, but there is always the danger lurking in the 
background, and a keen and watchful eye is necessary to 
detect the trouble before it becomes serious. 

The Chapter succeeded for some time in maintaining 
its supremacy on the campus. Zetes were found in most 
of the responsible positions at the University. The Elders 
in increasing numbers reflected credit upon the Upsilon; 
witness this extract from the report of 1899: 

It may not be out of place to call attention to some of the 
alumni of the Upsilon who have been before the public eye during 
the past year: Brother Augustus Van Wyck, of New York, Demo
cratic candidate for Governor; Hannis Taylor, ex-Minister to 
Spain; J- M. Hobson, father of the hero of the Merrimac. 

Iti 1900 a new chapter house was erected, thanks to 
hearty alumni support. Zeta Psi's chief rival, D.K.E., 
for some time had the only rooming-house at the Uni-
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versity, and none of the other fraternities had sumptuous 
quarters, but the Upsilon was perhaps in a worse condi
tion than the others, in this respect. The new house was 
not designed to provide sleeping quarters, but it did aid 
in lending added respect to what was undoubtedly the 
ranking fraternity at North Carolina. The house was 
equipped with a good ball room and adequate chapter 
room, but unfortunately there were no plumbing facili
ties whatever. It must be remembered, however, that all 
this was before modern advertising had recreated the 
glories of Rome in the bath room. 

The first crisis in the life of the reestablished chapter 
was met in 1910, when the membership shrank to four. 
The trouble seemed to be a combination of conservatism 
with the fact that very little good fraternity material was 
then coming into the University. But the Upsilon kept 
up its standards, and refused to take in men who were 
not of potential Zete calibre. The Chapter was forced, 
from lack of numbers, to share with its rivals many of the 
honors which it had previously been accustomed to enjoy 
alone. One of the compensations was the high average of 
scholarship which the members consistently maintained. 
Scarcely a class was graduated without more than its 
quota of Phi Beta Kappa men, and frequently a Zete was 
to be found at the head of his class. 

Then the second war in its experience broke upon the 
Chapter. With a wealth of tradition behind it, the Up
silon repeated in 1917-1918 what it had achieved from 
1861 to 1865. During the summer of 1917 the mem
bership was reduced from thirteen to six, and during that 
fall the inattention paid to freshmen—for which there 
was ample excuse in those trying days—almost cost the 

[373] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
Chapter heavily, for not a single freshman accepted the 
"bids" which the Zetes offered. But the six, who were by 
June, 1918, reduced to five, carried on so successfully 
that in the fall of 1918, when five "bids" were extended 
to sophomores, none was turned down. 

After the declaration of peace, the first problem con
fronting the reunited chapter was the house. And it was 
a very real problem. One Grand Officer, who visited the 
Chapter in 1919, reported thus: 

A more impossible building I cannot think of. Nothing but 
a great big dance hall on the first floor and a barn of a chapter 
room on the second. 

The roof "leaked like a fish-net," as one contem
porary has described it. Something had to be done. But 
the unfortunate thing was that nothing was done for five 
years. The effect on the Chapter was what one might 
expect. Then, too, the Chapter was out of touch with the 
national organization; it was visited too infrequently both 
by Grand Officers and other brothers. There was need 
for an infusion of new life and spirit. 

The impetus came in the fall of 1925, when the "Fly
ing Squadron" composed of Brothers "Uncle Tony" 
Robinson, Sigma '83; George Allen, Sigma '26; James 
Boyd, Phi '82, and "Red" Motley, Alpha Beta '22, then 
General Secretary of the Fraternity, traveled southward. 
At a meeting of Upsilon Elders in Raleigh over $7,000 
was raised on the spot. The alumni, thus awakened, came 
forward in increasing numbers. Plans for a house were 
drawn by the University architect—a house in keeping 
with the traditions of Zeta Psi at North Carolina. In the 
fall of 1927 the Chapter took possession, and came into 
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its own. The fine Colonial mansion stands today a monu
ment to the unselfish service and broad vision of men 
past and present who laid the Chapter's foundations 
securely, and preserved them through the stress of two 
wars. Every Zete should remember the Upsilon when 
he repeats, 

"Not even the Civil War could break the bonds be
tween the brothers." 
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CHAPTER XXVIII 

Xi 

TH E R E is at least one unique thing about the Uni
versity of Michigan; it is situated in Ann Arbor. 

It is, so far as we are aware, the only college or university 
located in a town of this name. If you want to go to col
lege in Cambridge, you may find yourself in Massachu
setts or in England; and if you want to go to college in 
Oxford, you may find yourself in Ohio or in the British 
Isles; but if you want to go to college in Ann Arbor, 
you will inevitably find yourself in Michigan. Ann Arbor 
is unique; and so for a time was the University of 
Michigan, for it was the first of the state universities 
of the great Middle West; and, as the capsheaf of the 
educational system of a commonwealth, it antedated all 
the other state universities of the country. 

There has been much dispute as to the actual date of 
the founding of the University—dispute regarding which 
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a very loyal Zete, Frank H , Culver, Xi 'js, has had much 
to say. Brother Culver, in a brochure which he has 
recently circulated, affirms (and he cites chapter and verse 
to prove his assertion) that the present corporate body 
of the University can trace its existence from the estab
lishment in Detroit, in 1817, of an institution which was 
named in its charter the Catholepisfemiad, or University, 
of Michigania. Wilfred Shaw, in his compendious and 
authoritative history of the University of Michigan, says 
that "it would be difficult, however, to recognize the pres
ent university in that curiosity of educational history 
established by the act of 1817 under the sonorous title" 
mentioned above. No one denies, however, that the pres
ent institution in Ann Arbor had become a verity by the 
year in which Michigan became a state, 1837, and it is 
this date which the university carries upon its seal as the 
year of its birth. 

On the 20th of March, 1837, the legislature voted to 
locate the University at Ann Arbor, then a town of dis
tinctly frontier aspect boasting about 2,000 inhabitants. 
In the very year that this infant institution passed its 
nonage and took on man's estate, in the year 1858 to wit, 
Zeta Psi decided that in Ann Arbor was a fertile field for 
the Fraternity. Thither three other college fraternities 
had preceded her; namely, Chi Psi, Alpha Delta Phi, and 
Delta Kappa Epsilon. In the same year with Zeta Psi 
came Sigma Phi, and the question as to which was first 
on the ground has always been a matter of dispute be
tween the two fraternities. For the place of precedence 
in the university yearbook a coin was tossed many years 
ago, and Zeta Psi lost; since which time it has appeared in 
the college annual as the fifth fraternity at Michigan. 
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In 1858 Michigan had enrolled about five hundred 

students, with a faculty of twenty-eight professors. 
While the faculty was small, it boasted, nevertheless, a 
number of names which had nation-wide currency, and 
the University was beginning to be recognixed as one of 
the leading institutions of learning in the country. 

It fell to the lot of the easternmost chapter of the 
Fraternity, the Chi, to breathe the breath of life into 
what was then the westernmost chapter. Liberty Emery 
Holden, born and bred in Maine, had matriculated in 
Waterville College, now Colby, and there had spent 
his freshman and sophomore years. Fortune took him 
west for the completion of his course at the Univer
sity of Michigan, where he entered the junior class in 
1856. There entered with Holden that same fall a fresh
man by the name of James Franklin Spalding, who was 
born on a farm not far from Ann Arbor. Luck or fate 
threw Spalding and Holden together, and a fast friend
ship grew up between them despite the two years' differ
ence in age and in university classification. Holden inter
ested Spalding in Zeta Psi, and the two petitioned for 
a charter. They had, however, in the meantime, organ
ized a local society which they called Alpha Psi, and into 
this they had received Horace Halbert, Henry Augus
tine Humphrey, and Lewis McLouth. About May 20, 
1858, the charter was received, together with the ritual 
and other necessary papers, and the name of Beta was 
given to the new chapter. 

The initial meeting was held in Lewis McLouth's 
room, in the middle of a block on Broadway, near Wall 
Street, Lower Town. The old building, which was the 
birthplace of Zeta Psi in Ann Arbor, was still standing 
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as late as 1900. The subsequent meetings of the Chapter 
during the spring of 1858 were held in the residence of 
James F. Spalding's father on Maynard Street, in the 
second block northwest from the University. On Com
mencement Day, June 23, 1858, the presence of Zeta Psi 
in Ann Arbor was made known by the appearance on the 
campus of fifteen men wearing the new badge. The 
young chapter from the first commanded the respect of 
faculty and students. This was due somewhat to the in
fluence of the general fraternity, but more particularly to 
the recognized character of the men who had become 
members. Of these first members of the Xi, four became 
college professors and two ministers of the gospel. 

During the summer of 1858 a committee, of which 
Spalding was chairman, fitted up the first bdgeroom of 
the Chapter. It was on the third floor of a block on Main 
Street, between Huron and Washington streets, opposite 
and north of Hangsterfer's Hall, once famous as the 
scene of Ann Arbor's most select social gatherings. 

In the next two years the young fraternity grew rap
idly, the membership increasing to twenty-seven in 1859-
6o, and including some of the best men in the freshman 
class of each of these years. Unhappily this prosperity 
was interrupted. In the fall and early winter of 1860-61 
there arose a marked difference of opinion concerning the 
standard for admission. A number of the members, who 
were deeply religious, began to see that their own con
victions were not shared by a considerable number of 
those in active membership. The feeling finally became so 
strong that thirteen men, half the membership, resigned. 
The first meetings after this crisis were gloomy, but sev
eral of the remaining members spoke with resolution, and 
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all pledged anew fealty and allegiance to Zeta Psi. This 
little band stood loyally by the Fraternity, and all won 
respect from professors and students for their courage 
and perseverance. They reorganized the Chapter in April, 
1861, as the Xi of Zeta Psi. 

The young chapter had, no sootier i^med. through, this 
struggle than it faced a new danger. Upon the breaking 
out of the Civil War seven of the members of the Chapter 
enlisted. Two others entered the army as soon as they 
were old enough. This was only the third year of the 
Chapter's existence, yet of the members of Zeta Psi 
already graduated, five enlisted. Of subsequent members 
twelve were in the army during the whole or a part of the 
war. The total representation of the Chapter in the dif
ferent armies was twenty-six. Most of these men were 
officers, the list including one brigadier-general and four 
captains. The Chapter had one man in the Confederate 
Army, Richard B. Robinson, a Texan, who was a private 
in Breckenridge's "Orphan's Brigade." 

The third crisis in the life of the Chapter appeared in 
1863, when there took place between John H. Beadle, 
'62, and the Grand Officers a bit of correspondence which 
is unique in fraternity history. The Xi served notice upon 
the Grand Chapter of its purpose to withdraw from the 
Fraternity unless the Chapter were immediately enlight
ened with regard to changes in the constitution and ritual 
which had been passed at the previous convention. This 
ultimatum brought a prompt reply from the Grand Offi
cers, which apparently pacified the members of the Xi and 
brought out in return from Brother Beadle a long letter 
of explanation,—one of the most interesting papers in 
the Xi archives. Simultaneously there went to the Grand 
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Officers a comprehensive report of fraternity conditions 
at Michigan, which recited graphically the difficulties 
under which so remote a chapter as Xi then was, had to 
labor. There were almost no contacts with the chapters tn 
the East, and few if any visits from the Grand Officers. 
It appears, also, that during this period the correspond
ence of the Grand Chapter must have been sorely neg
lected, for the Xi complained of having received almost 
no letters from any one in authority. Speaking of one 
brief letter from a member of the Phi Chapter, Beadle 
bitterly writes, "This is all that we have heard or received 
from the 'light in the East' and in all this nothing tending 
to enlighten or even to inform us whether we were yet 
Zeta Psi's or not. Meanwhile, any one of our members 
going east would find himself unable to enter any reor
ganized chapter, and our traveling members would find 
themselves unable to convince brothers in the new class 
(if I may so speak) of their being members of the Fra
ternity at all." And then Brother Beadle goes on in still 
more bitter strain: "But this was not our worst evil. You 
are aware that we endured a sort of secession here in 
'57 (?) in which we lost (or rather gained, for their loss 
was our eternal gain) thirteen members. Well, either 
through these men or perhaps from some eastern 'ex
pelled' all our secrets became known and were quoted 
upon the streets, that which we considered our most 
sacred secrets, the old hailing sign, having been thrown in 
our faces by the boys and young ladies of the city. Thus 
you see the disadvantage under which we labored, and 
when you add to this the fact that the slow progress of 
weeks brought no certain tidings that we were to be en
lightened—can you wonder that we grew impatient and 
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hastily demanded as a right what we did? We have 
labored under many discouragements, among them the 
persistent efforts of withdrawn members to injure us, un
til last year during a large part of the year we numbered 
but five brave hearts; still we have struggled on and now 
number nine true and loyal Zetes, and we are happy to say 
still keeping up arterial connection with the rest of the 
body, which we had begun to doubt before we heard from 
you." Thus wrote the boy, John Hanson Beadle, who 
later was to be distinguished as soldier, lawyer, western 
explorer, newspaper correspondent, and author. 

The Xi Chapter report of 1863 acquaints the Grand 
Chapter with the fact that in 1852 Brother Homer L. 
Wright found himself the only Zete in the college. 
"What would have appalled most men in any ordinary 
cause but stimulated htm to greater exertion." With the 
assistance of but two other brothers in the professional 
schools he succeeded in pledging and initiating seven 
members. Two former members returned, and Brother 
Wright found himself at the head of a flourishing chap
ter of eleven brothers where before there had been but 
one. "From the little spark," so reads the report, "which 
smouldered as if about to expire, a fire, bright and glori
ous, had been kindled, which, tended and watched over 
by devoted hearts, as it ever shall be, shall never again 
wane but increase, and fill and warm our hearts as long as 
time shall endure." The rhetoric may be obscure, but 
the sentiment is clear. Thus, with difficulty, until 1864 
was the Chapter kept alive by the heroic efforts of Homer 
L. Wright, '64; James F. Spalding, '6o, and Lewis S. 
Pilcher, '62, the last-named still living, full of years but 
even more full of honors. In 1865 the membership 
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again rose to twenty, and the third crisis in the early life 
of the Chapter was passed. 

From 1865 to 1875, the life of the Chapter was un
even. During the first five years the members were active 
in college affairs, and their scholarship was creditable. 
From 1870 to 1874, men were taken from the law de
partment, and many of the members from the literary 
department remained in college but a short time. The 
membership of the Chapter accordingly changed rapidly 
and few were graduated. The average membership was 
fifteen. In 1872 the Chapter first attempted clubrooms in 
connection with the initiation hall. The two floors over 
3a Huron Street were rented. Back of the general club-
room were two sleeping-rooms occupied by members of 
the Chapter. 

From 1875 to 1880 the Xi was particularly active in 
college life. Benjamin T. Cable, later president of the 
Rock Island Railroad, was president of the senior class in 
'75, and was prominent as an all-round athlete, holding 
the college record for the hundred-yard dash throughout 
his course. In the fall of 1879 the first game of Rugby 
football, in which Michigan took part, was played in 
Detroit with the University of Toronto eleven, about 
half the men on each team being Zetes. In those days the 
members were a jolly set of fellows, who cared little for 
society, but who were popular in college because they were 
manly, honorable men, true to themselves, to Zeta Psi, 
and to their friends. There were few college scrapes, 
however, in which the Zetes did not have a part, from 
"horning professors" to standing trial for riot. 

About Christmas, 1879, t n e Chapter rented the Millen 
property on Washtenaw Avenue, a large and imposing 
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brick house, with extensive and beautiful grounds, now 
the site of the Phi Kappa Psi house. In January, 1880, 
sixteen Zetes moved into this house, which was then the 
best fraternity residence in Ann Arbor. The Chapter 
lived in this house until February 22, 1883. Early in the 
winter many of the members were taken sick, and Ralph 
Kenchler, '84, died in the house, which, on being found to 
be in poor sanitary condition, was abandoned. 

The years from 1880 to 1886 were years of struggle. 
After commencement in 1883, Harry Forbes, '84, was the 
only Zete in college. To him and to the several men 
whom he pledged, the Chapter owes the continuance of 
its existence, as in 1862 it owed it to Homer Wright. 
The membership was small during the entire period, vary
ing from six to twelve. They were a congenial crowd, 
however, with common interests and social instincts. 

In June, 1886, the Chapter moved to the Jacobs 
house, on the east side of Fourth Street, corner of 
Williams, then one of the best houses in Ann Arbor. 
Here the Chapter lived for four years, until June, 1890. 
The average membership was about thirteen. In 1887, 
and throughout this period, the members took an active 
part in college politics. It was through the efforts of the 
Zete seniors of '87 that a fraternity man was elected 
president of that class in opposition to the independent 
vote. The fraternities were themselves divided into two 
factions on the basis of representation on the editorial 
boards of the weekly papers, the Chronicle and the Ar
gonaut. The strife between these two factions was some
times friendly, sometimes bitter. Zeta Psi controlled the 
management of the Chronicle in 1887, 1889, and 1890, 
and was recognized as the most active fraternity in the 
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Chronicle faction, which consisted of serai fraternities. 
This factional division disappeared with the consolidation 
of the two papers into the Chronicle--Argonamt in 1891, 
afterwards changed to the Yellow and Blue, which was 
short-lived, having ceased publication in 1893. After the 
consolidation Zeta Psi was continuously represented on 
the board of editors, and twice held the managing edi
torship. During the first two years in the Jacobs house, 
Zeta Psi had four men on the glee and banjo clubs, in
cluding Clark, the whistler, who made the Michigan Glee 
Club famous at this time. The scholarship of the Chap
ter was particularly strong, almost all of the members 
being graduated with credit to themselves and to Zeta 
Psi. Three of the men of this period became college pro
fessors and heads of departments. 

In the spring of 1890 the owner of the house gave 
notice that he would not rent it for another term of 
years. The Chapter was confronted with the serious prob
lem of finding a new home. The need of a permanent 
chapter house, owned by the Fraternity, was then felt 
to be a very pressing one. The city was thoroughly can
vassed for a desirable location, and at a meeting held in 
commencement week of members representing classes 
from i860 to 1893, it was decided to purchase a lot at 
once and to build a chapter house as soon as possible. The 
lot selected was known as the Hunt property, and is 
admirably situated on State Street, directly in front of the 
southwest corner of the University grounds. This prop
erty was secured by an advance payment made by W. K, 
Anderson, '68, and J. M. Brewer, '8o, of Detroit, and 
was later taken over by the Zeta Psi Association of Michi
gan, which was duly incorporated in August, 1890. The 
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first officers of the Association, elected September 3, 1890, 
were I. M. Weston, '67, president; W. K. Anderson, '68, 
vice-president; Pomeroy Ladue, '90, secretary; J. M. 
Brewer, '8o, treasurer; Henry H . Swan, '62; Henry T. 
Thurber, '74, and Frank H. Culver, '75, directors. 

In the fall of 1890 the Chapter went to live in the old 
frame house which stood on the State Street property, 
the site of the present imposing Chapter house. At this 
time the Chapter numbered fourteen men. In 1891-92 
the membership rose to twenty-one, and in the fall of 
'93 the largest freshman class taken into the Chapter 
up to that time was initiated, consisting of eleven men. 
The Chapter maintained an exceptionally high position 
in the fraternity ranks of Michigan, and was active in all 
college enterprises. Zeta Psi held numerous editorships, 
and was also well represented on the musical clubs, hav
ing at one time five men on the two clubs, including the 
assistant manager. 

During this period the outstanding member of the 
Chapter was Frank Woodworth Pine, '94, who probably 
did more to give the Fraternity character than any other 
man of his time. So dominant was his personality, so deep 
was his devotion to "the immediate jewel of his soul," 
that he was the moving spirit in all chapter activities long 
before his senior year. His frank leadership was tacitly 
admitted by those who nominally held the fraternity 
offices. He became in later years, at The Hill School, one 
of the great English teachers of the country and finally 
went as headmaster to the Gilman School, Baltimore, 
where he met his untimely death in 1919. 

The next five years of the Xi's history marked a stage 
in the development of the Chapter. The old idea that a 
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college fraternity is simply a social institution for die en
joyment of its members, gave place to the realization that 
the Fraternity must take a helpful part in the organized 
effort of college life. One result of this evolution was 
the improved scholarship of the Chapter. While the Xi 
did seek high-stand men primarily, it has been an estab
lished principle of the Chapter to demand consistent 
scholarship from its members. 

T o the active members and to the little band of faith
ful Alumni, which was the mainstay of the Chapter, per
haps the most gratifying result of the enlarged scope and 
purpose of the Chapter life was the increased fraternal 
relations between the active members and the alumni. 
The visits of the Alumni to their Alma Mater and their 
fraternity home became frequent; the banquets in Detroit 
were well attended, as were the commencement reunions 
in Ann Arbor. This increased interest of the Alumni in 
the work of the Chapter was greatly assisted by the pub
lication in June, 1897, of the Biographical Catalogue of 
the Xi Chapter of the Zeta Psi Fraternity, a pamphlet of 
eighty-one pages. The interest of the Alumni also took 
practical shape in their cooperation with the active mem
bers to bring to a successful issue the proposal for a new 
and suitable chapter house. 

In 1897-98 the outstanding mortgages upon the Fra
ternity property were paid off by a subscription of $2,500 
from the active members. This was accomplished chiefly 
through the efforts of W. A. Comstock, '99, to whose 
energy, liberality, and judicious management is largely due 
the success of the final effort to build a chapter house in 
keeping with the position of Zeta Psi at Michigan. The 
necessary sum was raised during the following year, prin-
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cipally through the generous cooperation of Benjamin T. 
Cable, '76, and Liberty E. Holden, '58, and the earnest 
work of a few undergraduates, notably W. A. Comstock, 
'99; Thomas L. Robinson, '00; David W. Mills, Ό ι , and 
J. A. Elliott, '02, In April, 1899, t n e Chapter moved out 
of the old frame house, -which was shortly torn down. 
The new building was immediately begun, and was ready 
for use in the spring of 1900. It was built of Portage 
Entry red sandstone from plans furnished by John Eisen-
mann, Xi '71, of Cleveland, Ohio. The interior was fin
ished in hardwood. Upon the ground floor are reception 
hall, library, smoking room, dining room, and card rooms. 
The second and third floors contain rooms for twenty men 
and the servants. The house also contains a beautiful 
chapter hall. The dining room, one of the features of the 
house, is thirty-two by twenty feet, and is panelled in 
oak, the windows being of stained glass; at one end is a 
commodious fireplace. Here Davy Robinson, the fashion
able negro, who for years in the old house had been 
chambermaid, waiter, furnace man, and general facto
tum, at last came into his own. It was as though the new 
house had been built as a foil for Davy, the better to 
set off his resplendent qualities and his Beau Brummel 
manners. 

The ceremony attending the laying of the cornerstone 
of the new house took place in August, 1899, and was a 
unique event in the history of this particular brand of 
masonry. The Committee on Program was Herbert P. 
Carrow, '02 (later Phi Alpha of the Fraternity); the 
Committee on Arrangements was Herbert P. Carrow; the 
Arch-Mason for the occasion was Herbert P. Carrow; 
the principal (and only) speaker for the occasion was 
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Herbert P. Carrow; the audience was Herbert P. Carrow 
and Dean Green of the engineering college who, be
sides sharing the honors of audience, had some super
visory activities connected with the occasion and later 
assumed full responsibility for superintendence of con
struction. We have Brother Carrow's word for it that the 
stone was duly placed amid all the necessary sentimental 
accompaniments, including the breaking upon it of a 
bottle of wine, which had been presented for the occasion 
by "Ma" Schneider, the famous dispenser, during her day, 
of Pilsner and Swiss sandwiches. The ceremony ended, 
Professor Green continued his work of supervision, while 
the various committees and the rest of the audience 
bicycled to "Ma" Schneider's to while away the balance 
of a hot August afternoon with a few other lonesome 
collegians. 

The official opening of the new house was held at 
commencement time, June, 1900, and the event brought 
together the largest number of Zetes that had ever gath
ered in Ann Arbor. Brother Carrow writes that the Zetes 
"were the envy of the University throughout the cele
bration, and it was with great difficulty that members of 
several other fine fraternities were brought to a realiza
tion of the fact that the Zeta Psi house was not their 
permanent abode." 

During the building of the new house many of the 
brothers roomed at the corner of Maynard and Jefferson 
streets, just back of the house. The Fraternity finally 
rented a house on Monroe Street just off State, and it 
was here that most of the brothers took their meals dur
ing the homeless period. 

Interesting memories of the first decade of the new 
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century have been furnished by Brother John L. Pierce, 
Όι. Even at this late date Ann Arbor was a somewhat 
primitive place. Only Main Street was paved, and State 
Street was often, during the rainy season, ankle-deep in 
mud. There was little business on State Street, however, 
and the boys made long pilgrimages down town to supply 
nearly all their wants. On State Street, however, was 
Tuttle's Restaurant, famous to several generations of 
Michigan men both for what was served and for the man
ner of its serving. Here, at all hours of the day and 
night, the boys ate oyster stews and T-bone steaks at 
twenty-five cents each, with fried potatoes thrown in for 
good measure. Here, too, was inaugurated Tuttle's 
unique system of bookkeeping, which made a wonderful 
impression upon all those who had any contact with it. 
He had a cash book on the counter, wherein everyone 
signed his name, and after it the date and amount of his 
purchase. Had anyone paid cash, it is a fair presumption 
that "old Tut" would have died in his tracks. The charge 
system, however, preserved his life to a ripe old age. 
"On my return several years after graduation," writes 
Johnny Pierce, "I inquired of Tut if he lost much money, 
and he said Very little'—that most of the students were 
honest and sooner or later paid up. At the same time he 
reminded me that there was a charge against me for 
which he had not sent me a bill as he knew that sooner 
or later I would show up and pay it." 

Rosie's Billiard Saloon was another point of common 
meeting, as were the down-town resorts of Joe Parker, 
Johnny Goetz, The Hub, and "Ma" Schneider. The last-
named was a most interesting character, a woman of 
about equal girth and height, who was famous for her 
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onion pies and home-made wines. The chief student diver
sions were wholesale hair-knitting just before the freshman 
banquet, and the perennial attempt by the sophomores to 
steal the freshman toastmaster. Each year began with 
the freshman and sophomore rush, which usually took 
place in front of the old law building, and as a result of 
which there were many black eyes and bloody noses. 

About 1902 there was threatened disruption in the Fra
ternity owing to the fact that the underclassmen num
bered twenty while the upperclassmen numbered but 
three juniors, three seniors, and a few post-graduates. A 
sharp line of cleavage resulted, the upperclassmen re
senting the omnipresence of the underclassmen, and the 
underclassmen bitterly resenting the methods of disci
pline attempted by the upperclassmen. Just as the forces 
were drawn up in actual battle array, Elder Brother 
George Tremble appeared with an olive branch and pre
vailed upon the warring camps to be friends instead of 
enemies. Several "livery rigs" were hired from "Walk
er's Livery" back of the house, and a peace-pilgrimage 
was made to a nearby shrine. 

An event of primary interest during this decade was 
the entertainment by the Xi of the Grand Chapter Con
vention in 1908. Perhaps no gathering of the Fraternity 
since the early Conventions has been so fraught with sig
nificance; for this was the convention which made Billy 
Comstock Phi Alpha. The story of that epochal event 
and of what followed is told at length in another chapter. 
It is an interesting fact that Comstock was the first Phi 
Alpha from the Xi Chapter since 1867, with the exception 
of that other fraternity hero, William L. Otis, who is 
credited to the Pi, although his last two years were spent 
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at Michigan. If the credit of Otis's achievements be de
nied the Xi, we find that an interval of forty-one years 
elapsed between the incumbency of Jonathan L. Lambert 
in 1867 and William Alfred Comstock in 1908. What 
was denied to the Xi, however, during that lean interval, 
has been more than made up since, for from 1918 to 
1927 the Xi has furnished three Phi Alphas: Herbert 
P. Carrow, Ό2, in 1918; Follett W. Bull, '91, in 1923; 
and Charles W. Stratton, '93, in 1927. 

The recognition thus obtained is eloquent testimony 
to the impressive record made by the Xi Chapter during 
the last twenty-five years of its history. The delegations 
have been full and representative of the very best which 
Michigan youth could supply; the members have been 
active in undergraduate affairs, and at numerous times 
have taken a position of undisputed leadership in student 
activities. Molders of campus opinion like Tom Robinson 
and Dudley Kennedy; track heroes like Joe Horner; 
football giants like Uteritz and Steger; men who ren
dered the Fraternity itself distinctive service like Harold 
Gould, Godfrey Strelinger, Ezra Lockwood, and many 
others; all attest the inherent health and strength of the 
Xi. Particularly strong were the delegations from 1918 
on, men of personal attractiveness and of sterling qual
ity. Puring the past quarter-century, the usual vicissi
tudes have been singularly lacking in this chapter which, 
at the time of its foundation, was a frontier organization 
situated on the very outskirts of civilization. 

The World War claimed three of the choicest spirits 
of the Xi. Paul Penfield, Ί ι ; Ralph J. Hurlburt, '12, 
and Lindsey F. Campbell, '14, were killed in action. 

To enumerate those whom the Xi has given to the 
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nation as public servants in all branches of human en
deavor, would require a volume in itself. Let it suffice 
to indicate briefly the achievements of but one small but 
representative group of men—those who were listed 
above as the first officers of the Zeta Psi Association of 
Michigan. Isaac M. Weston was chairman of the Demo
cratic State Central Committee, mayor of Grand Rapids, 
president of the Michigan Board of Commissioners for 
the World's Fair at Chicago, and was proprietor and 
editor-in-chief of the Grand Rapids Democrat; W. KL. 
Anderson was one of the most prominent business men 
in Detroit—an officer or director of the Michigan Car 
Company, The Detroit Car Wheel Company, the Detroit 
Railroad Elevator Company, the Detroit Transportation 
Company, the Red Star l ine Steamers, the Newberry 
Furnace Company, the Detroit Savings Bank, and the 
Michigan Gas Company, and later United States Consul 
at Hanover, Germany; Pomeroy Ladue became professor 
and head of the department of mathematics in New York 
University; John M. Brewer was president of the board 
of education of East Saginaw and prosecuting attorney 
of Saginaw County; Henry H . Swan was distinguished 
as the United States District Judge for the eastern dis
trict of Michigan from 1891 until the time of his death, 
and was, during this time, lecturer on admiralty law in 
the University; Henry T . Thurber had a nation-wide 
reputation as private secretary to President Grover 
Cleveland; and Frank H . Culver, for years in the legal 
department of the Grand Trunk Railway, is still known 
as one of the leading lawyers of Chicago. This group, 
taken at random, is but indicative of the kind of service 
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which men of the Xi have rendered and are continuing 
to render in the active life of the nation. 

For some years the old house has been outgrown and 
its style of architecture not in keeping with the University 
buildings which have risen up about it. In 1929 the De
troit Association sponsored an active movement to raise 
funds for a new home. Brother Ezra Lockwood, ' r8 , 
was chosen as general chairman and J. W. Begole, '95, 
chairman of the finance committee. In April of that year 
a smoker in Detroit was attended by fifty alumni, and in 
February, 1930, another enthusiastic meeting was held 
at the Detroit City Club, at which sixty elders contributed 
$30,000 of the $120,000 necessary for the construction 
of the house. Plans on a sumptuous scale were drawn 
up by Brothers Thaddeus Walker, '91, and Frank Chap
man, Psi Epsilon '24, In the meantime the University 
has given its assurance that the site of the present house, 
next to the Michigan Union on State Street, one of the 
most desirable locations in the town, will not be needed 
for the future building program of the University. And 
so, when the new home of the Xi rises in the near future, 
the Fraternity will be able, from a strategic position, to 
continue to uphold its venerable traditions and play its 
important part in the development of the University and 
of Zeta Psi. 

Γ 394 ] 



ι- . ι 
ι 

ί 

CHAPTER XXIX 

JL/HXXlO'CIcl 

TO T H E state of Massachusetts, Bowdoin College 
owes its founding and its name. In 1794, when the 

North Atlantic seaboard was still known as the "District 
of Maine," it was a Massachusetts governor, Samuel 
Adams, who signed the act which gave the district its first 
institution of higher learning for men. James Bowdoin, 
a member of the First Continental Congress and later 
governor of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, gave 
to the college its name; and his son, minister to the courts 
of France and Spain, was its earliest patron, who be
queathed to it a large library and a valuable collection of 
paintings from the Bowdoin family art gallery, which may 
be seen today in the art building which graces the cam
pus. While the college numbers among its graduates 
many famous scholars, including Longfellow, Lambda 
Zetes are particularly proud to remember Professor 
Henry Johnson, '74, who held the Longfellow Chair of 
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Modern Languages throughout the major portion of his 
life and whose translation of "The Divine Comedy" was 
pronounced by the greatest Dante scholar in Italy as being 
the finest and most exact ever made in the English tongue. 

The story of the Lambda begins with the close of the 
Civil War . In 1864 a young graduate of the old Water-
ville Academy entered Colby College, Though he was 
small in stature, his black hair, alert black eyes, and genius 
for making friends soon made him a marked man on the 
college campus. The Zetes of the Chi Chapter were 
not long in discovering him, and invited him to join Zeta 
Psi. The reply which they received was characteristically 
straightforward: the young man's father was a Psi U, 
and the son wished to carry on the family tradition; 
moreover, he himself intended to remain only two years 
at Colby before transferring to Bowdoin to complete his 
course, and since Psi U had a chapter at Bowdoin and 
the Zetes had none, he naturally wished to join a fra
ternity with which he could afterward affiliate. But the 
Zetes were loath to let him go. They offered a com
promise: If he would join Zeta Psi for his two years at 
Colby, he would be free, after transferring to Bowdoin, 
to resign from the Fraternity and join Psi U. The 
proposal was a fair one; the Zetes were an attractive 
crowd; and so George Langdon Chandler became a 
member of Zeta Psi. 

When young Chandler, after two years at Colby, en
tered Bowdoin as a junior in the fall of 1866, he had a 
change of heart. He was a Zete, and no longer desired 
to be anything else. Being a young man of energy and 
initiative he determined that the mountain should come 
to Mohamet; since circumstances had decreed that he 
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could not come to Zeta Psi, Zeta Psi should come to him. 
He interested the Chi Chapter in his plan, especially 
enlisting the aid of one of his friends and erstwhile 
classmates, Reuben Wesley Duma, CM '68. The activity 
of these two men, backed by the united support of the 
Chi, succeeded in putting through a petition at the New 
York Convention in December, 1867, and the Lambda 
Chapter entered upon its official existence on the 27th 
of December of that year. 

For the next thirty years the Lambda was to know the 
friendship and help of the brilliant founder of the Chap
ter. After his graduation he remained at the college as an 
instructor and took his A.M. degree; later he tooK charge 
of the Williams Grammar School at Auburndale, and 
finally became supervisor of nature study in the New
ton schools. But throughout his life he never lost touch 
with his Chapter or with the Fraternity, of which he once 
held the office of Gamma Alpha. One of his intimate 
friends has left this picture of him: "He was a very great 
worker, always busy, in school and out. In his classes his 
mind worked with remarkable rapidity, engaging the 
utmost strength of his pupils to keep pace with him. His 
teaching was characterized by great breadth . . . of 
unbounded good will, he could never harbor a thought 
of ill toward anyone. His powers of conversation were 
exceeded by very few. It is the testimony of all that 
they never passed a dull moment with him." This testi
monial to the man who died at the age of forty-eight 
reflects the accounts of the friends who knew him as a 
youngster of nineteen, when he became the founder and 
the patron of the Lambda. 

It was largely due to Chandler's efforts that Zeta Psi 
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survived at Bowdoin. The college was small, and the 
field was already occupied by five other leading national 
fraternities, including Psi U, D.K.E-, and Alpha Delta 
Phi. But these older societies offered a helping hand to 
the Zetes, and the feeling between the rivals seems to 
have been of the best during these early years of the 
Lambda. In spite of its handicap, the new Chapter seems 
to have been particularly fortunate in the character and 
number of its initiates. In 1868 one of Chandler's old 
schoolmates and brothers in the Chi, Charles Rowell, 
followed his friend from Colby to Bowdoin, was affiliated 
with the Lambda, and became a great source of strength 
to the Chapter. 

At the outset Chandler associated with himself, as 
charter members, five other men: Albert Woodside, '69; 
Charles Turner Torrey, '70; Davis True Timberlake, 
'70; Albert James Curtis, '70, and Everett Hammons, 
'70. Together they "founded" the Lambda in Room 12, 
Maine Hall, on January 31, 1868. 

Before the opening of the fall term in 1869 the Chap
ter enrollment numbered twelve, and the succeeding 
years saw the membership increased to as high as twenty-
eight. Of the graduates during the "Seventies," a sur
prising number attained positions of more than local im
portance as lawyers, physicians, educators and preachers. 
Brother William T. Cobb, '77, who later became Phi 
Alpha of the Fraternity, was the governor of Maine. 
During his incumbency, the secretary of state, the attor
ney-general, the president of the Senate, the assistant 
secretary and several members of the legislature were 
Zetes. Brother Lucien Howe, '70, who is internationally 
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known for his medical and surgjcai research, is at the 
present time the director of the Howe Laboratory of 
Ophthalmology at Harvard, of which he is the founder. 
William G. Beak, *77, of the law firm of Lincoln & 
Beale of Chicago, obtained great prominence as a lawyer, 
was elected a trustee of Bowdoin^ and honored with the 
degree of LL.D, Herbert M. Heath, "72, was regarded 
for many years as the greatest lawyer in the state of 
Maine. George William Tillson's reputation as a civil 
engineer was such that he was one of a small group of 
Americans invited by the French Government to advise 
them on the restoration of the region devastated in the 
World War. Edgar O. Achorn, 'Si, became an overseer 
of Bowdoin, and a director of Lincoln Memorial Uni
versity; was, under President McKinley, secretary of the 
embassy to Russia; and was decorated by the King of 
Sweden for distinguished services as counselor. Marceilus 
Coggan, '72; Parker P. Simmons, '75; Albion S. Whit-
more, '75, and Clarence A. Baker, '78, devoted all 
through their years constant service to the Chapter. 

In college affairs the Zetes at once took a prominent 
part. The Class of '72 had an unusually brilliant record; 
of this delegation four out of the seven won election to 
Phi Beta Kappa, while Brother George M. Whittaker, 
with the aid of Brothers Herbert M. Heath and J. S. 
Richards, founded the college paper, the Orient. College 
prizes, honorary offices, and commanding positions in 
both literary and athletic activities went consistently to 
the Zetes. In addition Brother Rowell has recollected 
that three of the Chapter volunteered their services as 
lecturers in the lyceum courses given throughout the state 
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during the winter months. Brother Chandler had laid a 
strong foundation for his Chapter. 

For the first few years of its existence the Chapter 
meetings were held in Topsham, across the Androscoggin 
River, but in the following year a hall was found oppo
site the "Church on the Hill," and the midnight excur
sions across the river came to an end. Shortly after, a 
hall was occupied on Main Street in the building now 
standing just north of the present town building, and 
subsequently these meetings were transferred to a hall 
over "Nipper" Smith's grocery store on Cleveland Street, 
where the Zetes shared their meeting-place with some 
other fraternities. 

An account of this period would not be complete with
out mention of the "Lambda Club" at the old Getchell 
homestead. Here the Zetes began to take their meals 
as early as 1873, and for thirty years remained there 
under the watchful and motherly supervision of Mrs. 
Getchell, who fed them from the fat of the land. No 
Zete ever came back to Brunswick without paying a visit 
to Mrs. Getchell, and her memory is enshrined in the 
hearts of all Lambda brothers. 

For some reason not readily apparent the Chapter fell 
off somewhat in 1880 and 1881. There was no delegation 
whatever from the Class of '85. It was during this trying 
period that Brother Edgar O. Achorn, who chanced to 
own a small yacht, devoted his entire summer to cruising 
for freshmen. To the surprise and delight of the brothers 
he presented the Chapter in the fall with five fine fresh
man pledges. It was spirit of this kind that carried the 
Chapter over its brief crisis and set it once more on the 
road to progress. There were, it is true, some financial 
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worries» for the Lambda, in conjunction with the Kappa, 
had undertaken to play host to the Grand Chapter at 
Young's Hotel in Boston in 1882. Both chapters were 
green at the business; many delegates failed to make their 
appearance, and the guarantee which the hosts were 
forced to pay the hotel nearly swamped both chapters 
for a time. The Elders of the Lambda, headed by Brother 
William T . Cobb, saved the Chapter from financial ship
wreck at a time when it was most essential to preserve 
the morale of the Bowdoin Zetes. 

The decade following 1885 was one of growth and 
activity in every line. Four times was the Smyth Mathe
matical Prize, the largest prize given by the College, 
captured by Zetes, and each year many of the smaller 
scholarships and prizes went to Lambda men. Positions 
on college publications and class offices were among the 
honors won. In athletics during this time three baseball 
captains and one manager were Zetes. In 1890 rowing 
was abolished at Bowdoin and football was recognized as 
an intercollegiate sport; here the Zetes made a splendid 
showing, and captured four out of the first nine football 
managerships. Statistics compiled in 1899 show that since 
the foundation of the Chapter the Lambda had a man on 
the college nine every year but three, and that for twenty-
four years it averaged one-third of the entire team. 
These facts, when coupled with the statement that the 
Chapter's scholarship was almost invariably above the 
average, led to the conclusion that Zeta Psi, though 
comparatively small in numbers, presented a well bal
anced organization which more than held its own with 
the other Bowdoin fraternities. 

In 1890 we find the college fraternities quartered in 
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various sections of the dormitories. The Zetes lived 
together in North Maine, but continued to hold their 
meetings above "Nipper" Smith's grocery store. The lack 
of a common gathering-place was felt, for, while there 
was no lack of loyalty to the Fraternity among its mem
bers, there did exist a certain, lack, of coh.esiven.ess—quite 
natural under the circumstances. There was practically 
no social life. As one Elder has said, "When a professor 
invited members of the class to lunch or dinner at his 
house, Ave hardly knew what to make of it. I t was the 
exception instead of what now prevails as the general 
rule." For life at Bowdotn gradually changed after the 
accession of its remarkable president, Dr. William De 
Witt Hyde. An interesting sidelight on this phase of the 
life at the College during the early "Nineties" is given 
by Brother Frank G. Farrington, '94, who during his 
senior year was awarded the Wooden Spoon, an honor 
accorded annually to the most popular man in his class. 
(This honor was subsequently won by his son, Brother 
Frank A. Farrington, '27.) 

There was about the same visiting back and forth in rooms 
in the college dormitories in the Zete end (North Maine) as you 
would have in the fraternity house. Men who were congenial 
usually grouped together, as is inevitable under any condition. 

The non-fraternity problem was about the same as it is today, 
in my opinion, but the fact that all men were in dormitories 
rather lessened the feeling of isolation with the non-fraternity 
man. So that in spite of the fact that the proportion of non-
frateririty men was probably about as large as it is today, they 
were living together under common conditions, under a common 
roof, and the dividing line was not sharply drawn, if in fact it 
was felt in any degree. I have spoken of the North Winthrop 
being the so-called Ouden end [Ouden—from the Greek word 
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for "nothing"—being tie terra applied to «m-fratemity men}, 
but as a matter of fact the non-fraternity men were in all the 
ends and even often roomed with men who were fraternity mem
bers. As I look back on it as it was, and realize the present condi
tions as I know them from recent contact, I am sometimes not 
quite sure as to whether the underlying life at the college is as 
loyal in college spirit as it was in the old days» On the other 
hand» I realke that the life today is broader and freer, more 
liberal, and with greater powbilities for development than it was 
in the old days, and I believe that the fraternity life means more 
to the college and to the men than it ever could have meant in 
my days or in the earlier days. 

Another phase of the life of these times is given us by 
Brother Wendell P . McKown, ' 9 8 : 

As for incidents in connection with the Lambda, what I am 
about to relate is not particularly a Lambda affair. At tie same 
time it all happened because of the extreme verdure of a Zete 
freshman. At all events the Class of '98, then sophomores, con
sidered the case one of extreme verdure and undertook to apply 
the remedy. Consequently, one evening in the late fall of Ϊ&95 
there was a meeting of a large delegation of '98 men, who went 
to the room of the freshman in question and escorted him to a 
point midway between Brunswick and Bath, where they indulged 
in what were then considered to be proper methods for ripening 
a freshman. The task having been completed about midnight, this 
delegation with its freshman came back to the college and dis
covered that the juniors and seniors had got wind of what was 
going on and decided to lock out the sophomores. '98 was not 
a class to stand such insolence. This delegation therefore pro
ceeded in a body to the railroad yards, shouldered a part of the 
railroad equipment and proceeded to the dormitories, the heavy 
doors of which had been locked and barred. Before beginning 
hostilities it was decided to hamper the activities of the upper-
classmen as far as possible. Consequently the main electric light 
wire through which current was supplied to the dormitories was 
pulled down and cut. The dormitories being then in darkness, 
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this delegation then proceeded to each of the "ends" and, using 
a railroad tie as a battering ram, demolished each and every door. 
This battering down of doors was not as easy as it sounds, since 
there was a perfect deluge coming from all the windows above, 
with occasionally somebody dropping a pail or a box. We had 
only one casualty and that did not turn out to be a serious one. 

With the opening of the twentieth century came an era 
of chapter house building at Bowdoin. Alpha Delta Phi 
had already remodeled its house. The Dekes led off with 
a new house, closely followed by Psi U and Theta Delta 
Chi. Zeta Psi, however, was not to be outdone. The im
petus for a new Zete house came in 1899, when Brother 
Edgar 0 . Achorn purchased for $750 the lot upon which 
the present house stands and made an outright gift of it 
to the Chapter. The work of securing funds was very 
slow, but with the untiring energy of Brothers Heath 
and Cobb, Albert M. Robbins, Henry Johnson, and 
Edgar Achorn, a building fund was finally raised. 
Brother Lyman A. Cousens, Ό2, then an undergraduate, 
became an active member of the building committee. 
Only by the aid of the many with large and small gifts 
was it possible to build. In all about $14,000 went into 
the new house. One brother says: 

As if it were yesterday I remember how Brother Lunt (who 
ran the "Chinese" laundry) and I gathered horn-blende, rose 
quarte, and other specimens for the Chapter house fireplace. It 
was on a Sunday afternoon, as we were stripped to our waists 
in the feldspar quarries at Topsham, that a violent thunderstorm 
burst upon our backs, 

In January, 1904, the house was opened. Heath re
mained as treasurer of the corporation until 1909, when 
this burden was taken over by Lyman Cousens, who held 
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it continuously for sixteen years, having recently been suc
ceeded by Emerson Zeitler. I t is impossible to give an 
adequate account of the great debt which the Chapter 
owes to this former Phi Alpha of the Fraternity. During 
the war years Brother Cousens, by dint of his own labors 
and by personal finance, kept the Chapter house open. In 
1919 he raised $4,000 and repaired the present house. 

The picture of the life of this period given by Brother 
Simpson must be preserved for subsequent generations to 
read: 

The Chapter at that time [1899-1903], one might say, was 
in the chrysalis stage. We were well out of the caterpillar stage 
and aspiring to land in the butterfly class. Bicycles were going 
out; legs (without "flappers") were coming in; autos were not 
yet on our minds or in the ditch; Grange affairs, not pink teas 
at Prexy's, were the vogue; those were the days of poker, not 
auction bridge; of steins, not stills. A trip to Portland, for a 
football game or a Grand Chapter Convention with Canadian 
brothers and others was fully as much of an event then as is now 
a trip to Chicago (by way of Montreal); and a week-end spent 
at Skowhegan meant more than a month in Boston now. 

Long before Volstead became so popular at Grand Chapter 
Conventions, our freshmen class faced the liquor problem, man 
fashion. (Out of seventy votes, there were exactly fifty for beer 
and fifty for lemonade at our class banquet.) 

It was not until 1911 that the Lambda "landed in the 
butterfly class." The landing was the result of a long 
struggle, not so much to attain tangible college honors as 
to foster within the house the true spirit of Zeta Psi. It 
was described by a brother of this time, who had much to 
do with the upbuilding of this esprit de corps, as "that 
spirit of living and doing for exterior things, for the up
building of the college." H e writes: 
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At that time, it [the Chapter] displayed a kindly feeling toward 

the all-too-forlorn non-fraternity man; and in many instances 
initiated upperclassmen who willed to do as much for Zeta Psi 
as had been done for them; and these men went ahead scholasti-
cally, in athletics, and in extra-curriculum activities and did more 
than their bit, and furnished an impetus to those older in Zeta Psi. 

I remember that I started a very valuable practice my fresh
man year which I think has been kept up by at least one member 
of the Chapter ever since. Each Sunday night one faculty mem
ber was my dinner guest and spent the evening amid our social 
life; and some week-night I, in turn, went to the home of one 
of them. The benefit to me has been life-long friendship with 
those superior men, and it also, during those four years, made 
us frankly known to our professors. They knew the Zetes at 
Bowdoin had a home of which they were proud, that they 
belonged to a college which they loved and worked for, that they 
were a fraternity which demanded the best that each could give. 
This was proved by the president of the college, Dr. Hyde, on 
many occasions. Often distinguished visitors at his house asked 
to get a glimpse of fraternity life, and Dr. Hyde invariably told 
them to go casually to the Zeta Psi House, make themselves 
known, and see the best fraternity at Bowdoin. 

Shortly after this period there arrived at Bowdoin a 
Zete who was a charter member of the Lambda Psi Chap
ter, Herbert C. Bell, who came to the college as a pro
fessor of history. Brother Bell was faculty adviser of 
the Lambda until 1926, when he resigned his position at 
Bowdoin and became a professor at Wesleyan. Probably 
this is the greatest loss that the Chapter has experienced 
in a long time. Brother Bell's unswerving devotion to the 
Fraternity and to the Lambda led the Chapter success
fully through a very critical state that came on as a result 
of the war, and to him in great measure the Chapter owes 
its present prominence among the fraternities at Bowdoin. 

The years between 1910 and 1916 marked also a for-
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ward movement. Zeta Pst takes just pride in the fact that 
it was among the first fraternities to convince college 
presidents and administrative boards that Greek letter 
fraternities in general and Zeta Psi in particular are com
mitted to a policy of cooperation in the development of 
their student membership. This policy of cooperation 
crept into the spirit of the Lambda. Dr. Hyde often 
made public reference to the fact that the Zetes were 
the first to ban liquor from their chapter houses, and of 
this boast the Lambda was proud, no matter what may 
have been the personal views of the various brothers on 
the drinking question. 

Then, too, came the awakening of the "national spirit," 
which brought the realization that the Lambda, though 
geographically more isolated than most of the chapters, 
was an integral and working part of the national organi
zation, with duties to discharge and responsibilities to 
meet. The National Convention at Boston in 1913 con
tributed in a large measure to the realization of this idea 
by the Bowdoin Chapter. 

Just preceding the entry of the United States into the 
World War came a rather definite slump in the Chapter. 
Its scholarship was poor; it had no well organized rushing 
system; it had allowed itself to get out of touch with the 
Elders. In general, it lacked "punch." But soon affairs 
began to take a turn for the better. Then came our entry 
into the war. The Chapter house was turned by the 
college into a boarding-house for the R. O. T . C, With 
the ensuing disorganization of college and fraternity life 
the Lambda suffered with the other fraternities, but more 
severely than most. The loyal and untiring devotion of 
Professor Herbert Bell pulled the Lambda through this 
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last crisis. The Chapter did its part in the war without 
stint and complaint, and with the signing of the Armistice 
the brothers returned to begin reconstructing the Chapter. 
Much has been accomplished. The problem of scholar
ship, of recent years—as contrasted with the previous 
century—a thorn in the side of the Chapter, has improved 
to such an extent that in June, 1921, the Lambda, by 
topping the nine other fraternities in scholarship, won the 
third and last leg on the Friars' Cup, thus entitling the 
Chapter to the permanent possession of the trophy, and 
has recently led all Bowdoin fraternities in scholastic 
achievement. 

For the past few years the Chapter has been facing the 
fact that in a short time the house, which was built in 
1904, would outlive its usefulness. While the atmosphere 
which has been always associated with this house is most 
pleasant, and while sentiment protests against its being 
abandoned, the alumni at a meeting in June, 1927, decided 
that a new house must be secured. Accordingly on Oc
tober 29th, 1927, after the initiation banquet at the 
Chapter house, a committee was appointed consisting 
of Wendell McKown, chairman; Harry Oakes, Cedric 
Crowell, Scott Simpson, Paul Powers, Emerson Zeitler, 
and Charles Bradeen. Plans for a magnificent home, fit
ting to house a fraternity which, in 1928, had already 
completed sixty-one years of splendid service to Bowdoin, 
were drawn. Approximately $90,000 was pledged for 
the project, in itself a testimonial to the spirit of the 
Lambda elders. And as the new house took form, both 
elders and actives looked on with justifiable pride for 
the past and hope for the future. By May of 1929 the 
Chapter was able to take possession; the formal dedica-
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tion and house-warming was celebrated at Commencement 
the following month. 

The pride which Zeta Psi feels for the Lambda is based 
on the Chapter's ability nicely to balance scholarship with 
extra-curriculum activities. In 1928 it won the Student 
Council Cup for highest scholastic standing among Bow-
doin fraternities; at the same time it won the interfra-
ternity track meet, the most important inter-fraternity 
athletic contest at the college. President Sills is reported 
to have remarked in an address to the student body that 
this was the first time within his memory that both of 
these prizes had been won simultaneously by one frater
nity. And the Lambda is still carrying on. 

The story of the Lambda closes with an incident—a 
typical incident—told by a Lambda Zete in his junior 
year who, because of limited financial means, resolved to 
leave college in the late winter and try it again in the fol
lowing fall. He said: 

Just after I had finished packing ray trunk and was about to 
leave for Boston, Brother handed me a little note, ad
dressed to his father, Brother , in Boston, and requested 
that on my way through the city I deliver the note. I had no 
inkling that the note contained anything concerning me. 

I shall never forget Brother 's face the next day as I 
sat opposite him at his office on Tremont Street. He asked me 
to stay while he read the letter. The light of Tau Kappa Phi 
shone in his eyes as brightly as from any Zete shrine. When he 
spoke it was simply to announce the plan which he had framed 
in the few minutes I had been there. He wrote me a check to 
take care of my obligations and see me practically through my 
junior year. He made me promise to call on him again if neces
sary. He took me down stairs to a bank, provided me with 
immediate funds, took me to lunch, and saw me to the train for 
Brunswick. 

[409] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
It is the same story that is told in the familiar Zete 

song, "On Chattanooga's Bloody Field." It is the spirit 
of Zeta Psi. It was the spirit of this Lambda Zete. His 
name has reverently been omitted from this anecdote, 
the better to enshrine it, as the allies have honored their 
dead by dedicating national shrines "To an Unknown 
Soldier." 
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CHAPTER XXX 

Beta 

PICTURE a warm day in early fall in Virginia, in 
the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. The 

date, to be exact, is the sixth of October, 1817. A dis
tinguished company of courtly Virginians has assembled 
on the grounds of Albermarle Academy, on the outskirts 
of Charlottesville: the lawn is a rainbow of color, crino
line intermingled with the flashing of van-colored knee-
breeches of silk and satin. "Central College" is about 
to rise, phoenix-like, from the ashes of the Academy, 
and the company has assembled to pay its tribute to the 
occasion. Thomas Jefferson, rector, is there; one recog
nizes James Madison, and, finally, no less a personage 
than the President of the United States, James Monroe. 
The cornerstone is about to be laid on what is known as 
the West Lawn of the University of Virginia; the build· 
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ing, still standing, is now utilized as the Colonnade Club. 

Picture again Rector Thomas Jefferson, his head bent 
intently over a desk, drawing with his own hands the 
sketches of the future University. He is planning a pavil
ion for every individual professor, each pavilion to be 
ranged around a rectangular lawn and to contain a school
room and apartments for the accommodation of the pro
fessor; and one-story dormitories for students are to be 
erected adjacent to the pavilions. This brain-child of 
Jefferson's, the darling of his heart, is to reflect the 
atmosphere of old Oxford and Cambridge; there is to be 
no fixed curriculum; each distinct branch of knowledge 
is, so far as possible, to be assigned to an individual 
"School" with its own instructors; a student may matricu
late in any school or schools for which he is prepared. 
This was the beginning of the "elective system" in 
American universities. 

And finally, picture Jefferson at Monticello, now an 
old man, writing his own epitaph: "Here was buried 
Thomas Jefferson, Author of the American Declaration 
of Independence, the Virginia Statute for Religious Free
dom, and the Father of the University of Virginia." The 
visitor to the little graveyard at Monticello may still read 
this inscription over the simple obelisk which marks the 
great Virginian's final resting-place. And, not far from 
Monticello, rise the buildings of red Colonial brick which 
now, after the lapse of more than a century since that 
memorable day in 1817, mark one of the oldest and most 
venerable universities of the South. 

The University of Virginia still reflects the genius of 
its founder. For eighty years the supreme government 
was vested in the rector and visitors, under whose gen-
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eral direction the affairs of the University were adminis
tered by the faculty and its chairman—a system truly 
Jeffersonian in its democracy. And it should be here 
recorded, to bind Zera Psi more closely to the University, 
that Brother Paul B. Barringer, Beta 'fj, served honor
ably for many years as chairman of the faculty, and did 
much to establish the Beta as an influence in the 
University, 

The birth of the Beta can be traced directly to the 
stress and strain of the Reconstruction Period. The 
Southern universities had been decimated; hundreds of 
mere boys in their "teens had left to don the Blue or 
Gray; many of them never returned. The University oi 
North Carolina, at Chapel Hill, was perhaps the greatest 
sufferer, and was finally forced to close its doors and seek 
honorable respite from the ravages of the war. Its stu
dents, returning from service with the Army, had to seek 
elsewhere a place to continue their education. Most of 
them turned toward Charlottesville, among them four 
who had been members of the old Upsilon at North 
Carolina. Though they found themselves associated with 
friends who had a common background of tradition and 
breeding, it is not strange that they found something 
wanting in their new setting, surrounded as they were by 
many fraternity groups which added so much to the social 
life at Virginia. And so these four friends and brothers, 
George W. Graham, Charles F. McKesson, Peter F. 
Pescud, and H . P. Walker, entering the University in 
the fall of 1867, soon determined to found a chapter of 
Zeta Psi to fill the gap left vacant in their college life. 
Their nostalgia was allayed when the Grand Chapter, in 
1868, granted them a charter to found the "Beta" at 

[4 i3] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
Charlottesville, and these four brothers from the Up-

silon entered upon their new existence, under a new name 

but with an old and traditional spirit, on July 28, 1868. 
Of the four, only one, Brother Pescud, remained at 

Virginia for more than one year. Under such circum
stances it is more than remarkable that vnthm such a short 
space of time any kind of permanent foundation for the 
Chapter could have been laid. Only by inference can the 
difficulties of these early days be reconstructed; it is, how
ever, certain that the charter members were most dis
criminating in their choice of initiates. In spite of this 
fact five men were taken from the Class of '68, ten from 
'69, and seven from '70. 

November 6, 1870, was, aside from its being the date 
of the founding of the Chapter, one of the most impor
tant days in the history of the Beta, for it marked the 
initiation of a man who was destined to play the leading 
role in its life for the next forty-five years. In a room in 
the old Midway Building, on the site of the present Mid
way School (about a mile from the University, and now 
in the heart of Charlottesville), the infant Chapter ini
tiated Richard Thomas Walker Duke, Jr. During a long 
life spent at the beautiful old Southern family home, 
"Sunnyside," he kept himself in constant contact with the 
Beta; the Duke mansion for years was a rendezvous not 
only for Virginia Zetes, but brothers from all quarters 
of the country; men from the Northern chapters learned 
the true meaning of traditional "Southern hospitality" 
from the warm and courtly ministrations of their host. 
No history of the Beta could be complete without a pic
ture of Judge Duke; the nature of the man himself can 
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perhaps best be illustrated by an anecdote related by 
Brother Henry T . Thomas. 

Brother Thomas, together with a delegation of Zetes 
from New York, arrived in Charlottesville on March I I , 
1893; the occasion was the revival of the Beta Chapter. 
They arrived on a late train. At the station they looked 
in vain for Judge Duke's welcome, but presently an aged 
darky approached them with a note and a package, which 
he handed over to Brother Thomas. Opening the note» 
Brother Thomas read; 

I am indeed sorry that I am unable to meet you all and to 
entertain you myself, but Mrs. Duke is desperately ill and I can 
not leave her bedside. I have reserved accommodations for you 
at the Gleason Hotel, where I am sure you will be well looked 
after. Sam, the bearer of this note, has a small pit which I hope 
you will accept with my compliments and which I hope will see 
you to your rooms. 

The package turned out to be a quart of excellent 
brandy. Moreover, when the delegation retired to the 
hotel they found that Judge Duke had reserved three 
connecting double rooms for them. In the first, on a 
little stand by the head of the bed, they found a gallon 
demijohn of rye whiskey; in the second, they found 
the same thing, only this time the beverage was corn; 
in the third was a gallon of Scotch with a note fastened 
to the neck of the container: 

I repeat my regrets that I am unable to meet and entertain you 
myself. In order that you may pass the evening happily I have 
left a little refreshment in each room for you. In case you should 
run out, however, the night clerk downstairs has the key to my 
wine cellar in his safe and I shall expect you to help yourselves. 
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Such was Judge Duke, who gave not only himself, but 

also a brother, three sons, and two nephews to the Beta. 

His death, on March 8, 1926, at the age of seventy-two, 

terminated a remarkable life of activity as a lawyer, 

judge, at torney for the commonwealth of Virginia, a 

Grand Mas te r Mason, but, above all, a loyal member of 

Zeta Psi, which he served not only quietly and unosten

tatiously, but publicly, both as Phi Alpha and a member 

of the Board of Trustees. H i s loss is irreparable. 

T o return to the early days of the Beta, perhaps the 

best picture of life at Virginia in those days can be ob

tained from an extract from Judge Duke's diary, which, 

through the courtesy of his family, has been made acces

sible to the Fra tern i ty : 

Fraternities were then conducted in a much more modest and 
unpretentious manner than of late years. There was an immense 
amount of secrecy about all their proceedings. They had no 
homes, and the room they rented and the hours of meeting were 
studiously concealed. My Fraternity did not meet until 10 o'clock 
at night and I would steal away from my room or my friends 
as if I were bent on burglary the night the Club met. 

The rooms were plainly furnished and the regalia was of the 
simplest kind. Ours with the stands and paraphernalia had been 
brought from the Chapter at Chapel Hill, North Carolina, when 
the University there was closed in Reconstruction Days. . . . 

Of course my fraternity mates were my intimates, but I made 
friends outside its ranks. I am afraid that I did not study hard, 
but I had a good time and enjoyed college life immensely. It 
was rather a different life from what it became later. We were 
treated as men and did as we pleased—so long as we behaved 
like gentlemen. . . . 

Men did everything possible to avoid looking like students. 
"We had no college yells, no college songs, 'though of course we 
sang a great many of the old standbys. Football was an entirely 
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impromptu affair, and from fifty to a hundred engaged in it at 
one time. . . . 

"Dikes" and "Cal&thumps" were the only amusements in which 
the students as a whole took part, and it is hardly correct to speak 
of these amusements as being taken in a body by the students. 
Sometimes, some ten, twenty or thirty students would start a 
dike or a calathump, and as a snowball grows rolling down a hill, 
so the crowd frequently grew as the procession passed, until often 
a hundred or more students were engaged in the fun. A dike 
was a fiendish affair. Any man who put on his best clothes was 
said to be on a dike, and when a poor fellow arrayed himself 
in his best clothes and started at night to visit his best girl, a 
lot of fellows would rush out with improvised torches, making 
the night hideous with shouting, and the ringing of bells, and 
beating of tin blowers or pans, and escort the unfortunate dike 
to the door of his best girL The crowd would swell as he went 
on and the solitary policeman in Charlottesville would take to 
cover. The impromptu torches often shed grease on the poor 
fellow's clothes, and that was the bad part of it. Clothes were 
scarce and came high in those days. . . . 

There was a delightful feeling of friendship between the stu
dents and the faculty but it never rerged on familiarity, and we 
all felt that the members of the faculty were our friends. The 
Honor System in those days needed no Honor Committee nor 
anything of the kind. A student had to be, as to his examinations, 
like Caesar's wife, above suspicion or leave the University. 

Living was rather primitive in those days. Board and room 
were $20 a month, the student furnishing his own coal and lamps. 

It was not then considered an awful «'« to have wine on the 
table and Dr. Scheie always had it at his dinners. At home, 
whenever any of the boys came out to see me, we had our toddies, 
or in season, our mint juleps. My own mother, the best of 
women, always sent the decanter, the sugar and the ice to the 
office in the yard when i came over with any of my friends. I 
never saw any of them, even to the slightest degree, under the 
influence of liquor at our home, and I believe that if young men 
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had been raised as we were, to have our toddies at home, less 
drunkenness would have been the result. 

Another picture of fraternity life is given by D. M. R. 
Culbreth, '72: 

Although we at first considered ourselves primarily a coordi
nating community of friends, it was not long before the "ties 
that bind" became intensified to the extent of giving and taking 
advice that might aid progress in study. We discussed together 
and separately individual strength and weakness, gave suggestions 
and encouragement wherever needed, and rejoiced with orderly 
demonstration in the success brought to our own at the close of 
the sessions. Indeed, we often compared the diplomas won by the 
various fraternity groups, and whenever ours made the slightest 
unfavorable showing, sternly resolved to strive even harder for 
better results in the future. It was a beautiful sympathetic exist
ence, in reality more true and sincere than that of kindred brothers, 
so often, unfortunately, without the pure "milk of human kind
ness," one towards another. Serious disagreements were unknown, 
while passive differences were quickly adjusted with a lovable 
"forgive and forget." 

The Fraternity quarters at this period varied from a 
"small rented room on the street below McKennie's book 
store" to a very modest two-story brick building, with 
outside wooden stairs and solid shutters (which were 
never opened), located near the C. & O. R. R. track; here 
the Chi Phis occupied the second floor, the Zetes the 
first. But in spite of such handicaps the Beta enjoyed a 
season of prosperity. 

But for some reason not clearly indicated there came a 
gradual waning of the fraternal spirit, and by 1881 it 
seemed advisable to discontinue the Chapter. And so for 
twelve years Zeta Psi ceased to exist at Virginia. 

It was Judge Duke who was the chief sponsor for the 
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movement which revived the Chapter. One petition, 
the date of the origin of which is unknown, reached the 
Forty-sixth Convention in January, 1892, but was with
drawn for the alleged reason that several of the peti
tioners were graduating or leaving college within a few 
months. In May of 1892 the subject was again taken up, 
and a group of five undergraduates, C. M. Smith, Ε. Μ. 
Holt, E. F. Mayberry, J. H . Gilmore, Jr., and Ernest 
Nalle, forwarded to the Grand Chapter a petition spon
sored by Judge Duke, his brother William R. Duke, and 
Brother Paul B. Barringer, chairman of the faculty of 
the University. These five men were primarily anxious 
to join Zeta Psi, but other national fraternities ap
proached them, and it was only as a result of the diplo
matic and persuasive efforts of the sponsors that the 
group was held together until the matter could be acted 
upon by the Forty-seventh Convention, which met in De
cember of that year. Judge Duke's judicial interpre
tation of the Fraternity constitution pointed out that it 
was legal to take a vote of the chapters by letter, but the 
Grand Officers felt that the matter must wait until the 
Convention. It was a trying time, but the petitioners, 
who, by November of 1892, had increased in number to 
seven, were held in line; moreover, the thoroughness of 
the sponsors' work is testified to by the fact that the peti
tioners rented and furnished some handsome rooms in 
one of the most eligible buildings df the college, and 
steadfastly refused the advances of other national frater
nities who, through them, sought entrance to the univer
sity. The Convention in December granted the petition, 
and on March 11, 1893, the Beta was once more for
mally installed after twelve years of inactivity. The 
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names of Gilmore, Smith, Nalle and Mayberry appear 
on the new charter, together with those of M. L. King, 
F. O. Landis, and W. A. Slaughter—all but King being 
members of the graduating class. By an odd coincidence, 
two of the Grand Officers who signed the charter for 
the Beta in 1868 were the first and second presiding 
officers on this occasion; Israel C. Pierson, acting Phi 
Alpha was Alpha Phi Alpha in 1868, while Henry T. 
Thomas, acting Alpha Phi Alpha, was Phi Alpha in 1868. 

Launched anew on its career under such propitious 
auspices, the Beta was able to hold up its head in the 
midst of competition from other fraternities in the Uni
versity. It was a small but versatile crowd, whose activi
ties ranged from publications to athletics, and who laid 
considerable emphasis on the social side of fraternity life. 
From a room on the top floor of the Anderson Building 
the Chapter was graduated to a small room in the rear of 
Professor Ν. Κ. Davis' residence on West Lawn, and 
later took over the old residence of Brother Barringer, 
then almost the south end of East Range. At that time 
the Zetes and the Delta Psis were the only crowds 
to have the exclusive use of a house, and this fact un
doubtedly added to the prestige of the Beta. In the im
mediate rear of the house was a small brick building, in 
the basement of which wood was stored, and above which 
was an attic which the Chapter generously donated to 
the Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity for meeting purposes. 
The feeling between the two fraternities was very cor
dial, and it is related that when the supply of beer ran 
out in either house, the other was quick to supplement the 
deficiency. The brothers must have lived in comparative 
luxury in such surroundings; each member, for the sum 
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of one dollar a month, obtained the services of a darky 
servant, who made the beds, tidied the room, drew the 
water, and lighted the fires an hour before breakfast. 
There were, too, darky washerwomen who, in the absence 
of a hospital, furnished the medical students with their 
entire obstetrical experience, and there was keen compe
tition among the students when an expectant mother did 
laundry work for more than one medical student. Brother 
Dr. William M. Ford has given us an interesting picture 
of conditions: 

Patients who were operated upon in the dispensary were then 
loaded into a box, on each side of which slats had been nailed, 
and carried about the distance of a city block to an old stone 
building on the opposite side of the street, in which four cots 
were located, for their convalescence. There was only one nurse 
to care for these patients and she could neither read nor write. 
Strange to say, all the patients of whom I have knowledge sur
vived their operation, although on πιοτε than one occasion the 
operating table was moved to avoid water, draining through a 
leak in the roof, from dripping into the field of operation. 

If the "Nineties" were not actually prosperous years 
for the Beta, they still stand out conspicuously when 
compared with the evil days that followed. To follow 
the Beta through the trials and vicissitudes of the next 
twenty-five years would require a volume in itself—a 
volume which deserves to be written some day. A search
ing of the chapter minutes—when such minutes exist at 
all—coupled with the voluminous reminiscences of the 
brothers who weathered the storm of those fitful years, 
tells a story more eloquent than could the narration of 
any chronological list of events. The Chapter moved 
from pillar to post, rarely ever occupying the same house 
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or rooms for more than a year at a time; often the 
minutes fail to disclose where the meetings were held. 
Weakness in numbers and in morale seems to tell the 
story. In 1910, for instance, the session opened with but 
two "actives" in the University, and we have the sad, 
but nevertheless amusing, picture of the Phi alone attend
ing a regular meeting and fining the other brother for 
absence! The meetings, when they were held, seem often 
to have been characterized by extreme disorder and dis
respect for both the ritual and the officers. The year 1910 
stands out for two reasons: one of the "actives" to return 
was Paul B. Barringer, Jr., the son of an illustrious 
father who had done so much for the Beta; in this year, 
too, was initiated a man who, during his years at the Uni
versity, stood out head and shoulders above his fellows, 
working unceasingly to raise the fortunes of the Chapter 
at the cost of incurring unpopularity. R. C. Effinger may 
be said to be the saviour of the Beta during this period; it 
was he who struggled to increase the numerical strength 
of the Chapter by the addition of more strong men from 
the South; he sponsored the Prohibition movement in 
the Chapter, because he saw that overindulgence was at 
the bottom of the Beta's troubles; he established an 
Elders' Association, preparing regulations for it, which to 
a large extent control the relations of the Chapter and its 
alumni to this day. In recognition of his services he was 
elected Phi of the Chapter and the first president of the 
Elders' Association. 

Affairs reached a climax with the opening of the col
lege year 1913. Only four men returned; finances were 
in a bad way. At a meeting held on the fifteenth of 
September Effinger exploded the bombshell which he had 
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been preparing; he moved that the Beta voluntarily re
linquish its charter. His reasons he set forth at length, 
and they are still preserved in a circular letter sent out 
with the agreement of the other three members of the 
Chapter. The Chapter was in debt; further, the Frater
nity's weakness in the South left only the North to draw 
from, and the Northerners who came to Virginia seldom 
had any idea of doing any serious work or of remaining 
to graduate. As a consequence, the Chapter found itself 
weakest in the field from which the University drew most 
of its students. There was no apparent remedy for this 
situation, and Effinger, in a letter to Brother Η. Μ. 
Waldron, Delta Alpha, states: "I have done, and would 
do, anything that lay within my power for the Chapter; 
it has both my interest and my love, and now all that I 
can do is to help them to relinquish our charter and fur
ther beg the Grand Chapter never to reestablish a Chap
ter in this University again." 

And so the Beta dug its own grave and itself prepared 
its own funeral service. On September 21st the last meet
ing was held, and Phi Brother Effinger concluded, as he 
supposed, the Chapter's history with a touching tribute to 
the faithful Judge Duke, who had lent both moral and 
financial support throughout even these dark years. 

But the Grand Chapter still had faith in the Beta; 
the resignation of the Chapter was never accepted, though 
the records were returned to the Delta Alpha; Zeta Psi 
never once recognized the fact that it had ceased to exist 
at Virginia. And this faith was justified, when, in April 
of 1914, the Beta withdrew its letter of resignation, 
appointed a delegate to the Chicago Convention, and 
once more set forth in its journey to "come back." 

[423] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
The story of the next three years can never be ade

quately told. But the Beta did come back. It was forti
fied by several new initiates, among them two whose 
names deserve to be recorded, for on the eve of the Beta's 
expected demise, September, 1913, they expressed the de
sire to be initiated because of their family affiliations with 
Zeta Psi. D. J. Fitzgerald and Ε. Μ. Hudson should 
not be forgotten. 

The difficulties were not soon ironed out. The minutes 
still report frequent fines for disorder, and it is to be re
gretted that the Beta took its full share of the traditional 
responsibility in providing soirees for the edification of 
its members and such others as cared to drop in. But 
the membership of the Chapter did increase, and several 
men were added whose personal popularity and strength 
of character were sufficient to keep the Beta's head above 
water. Prominent among these is Bernard P. Chamber
lain, who was initiated in 1915 and remained for several 
years to play a leading role in guiding the Chapter's for
tunes. The brothers were always sheltered, not always 
in the most pretentious of quarters, but always respect
ably. In 1916 plans were discussed for building a new 
house, a move was made to bring the Elders into closer 
contact with the "actives," and stringent rules were laid 
down and enforced to aid in maintaining discipline. 

But in the midst of its slow ascent toward its tradi
tional place in the life of the University, the War broke 
out. Perhaps no chapter of Zeta Psi suffered more than 
the Beta. The constructive work, so tragically necessary, 
which had been done, was wiped out almost overnight 
when the entire active Chapter enlisted in some form of 
war work. Nothing was left to mark the existence of 
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Zeta Pa at Virginia, for at the request of the Chapter 
and its trustees, the Beta was suspended for the period 
of the war; it did not die, even though the death would 
this time have been an honorable one. 

Following the Armistice, when the session reopened 
in January, 1919, only two Zetes returned. With the 
return of Brother Chamberlain in May, a meeting was 
held at Judge Duke's office to determine whether or not 
the Beta should be revived from its long sleep. The 
sentiment was by no means unanimous: on one side it was 
said that never before had any dying chapter in any fra
ternity had so many flowers on its grave, and that the 
Beta should die gloriously rather than seek certain de
feat in a struggle which it was not prepared to meet. 
Judge Duke and Chamberlain stood out forcibly against 
this plan, believing it to be the part of a coward to bow 
the neck before the blow had fallen. The matter was put 
off until September, when only Brothers Fitzgerald and 
Chamberlain returned. It was a current joke about the 
University that whenever they were seen together they 
were said to be having a fraternity meeting. 

The final decision was that, with the backing of the 
local Elders, the Beta should make one last struggle to 
get on its feet. How great this struggle was can be judged 
by the fact that shortly after the Christmas recess, 
Brother Chamberlain announced the pledging of eight 
men who were a credit to Zeta Psi. It was a notable and 
memorable achievement. 

The initiation took place in the joint law offices of 
Brothers W. Allen Perkins, Beta 'oo} and George E . 
Walker, Beta 'QS, on which occasion Brother Ellis Ames 
Ballard, Sigma '81, and now an honorary Elder of the 
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Beta, made a speech which will be remembered for years 
to come by all who heard it. It furnished the necessary 
drive to launch the Chapter on its new career. 

A four-room frame cabin, which had once been a uni
versity workman's home, was secured as a chapter house. 
It stands today not two hundred yards from the mansion 
which now houses the Beta, and is once more tenanted by 
a laborer and his family; but about the low-ceilinged 
rooms haunt memories of happy days in 1920 when the 
house meant so much to the reborn Chapter. 

Zeta Psi, during this period of rejuvenation, occupied 
rather an anomalous position at the University. While it 
theoretically ranked as one of the oldest fraternities at 
Virginia, it had to meet the same problems, both external 
and internal, which a new organization would be called 
upon to face. Judged by its scholarship and extra-cur
riculum activities it did not stand well, but socially it had 
no equal save Delta Psi. The theory has been advanced 
that this reputation and the fact that its members were 
in truth gentlemen alone preserved the Beta during this 
difficult period of reconstruction. Zeta Psi had practically 
no standing in the high and preparatory schools which 
sent a majority of their students to the University, and 
rushing was always a difficult matter. Nor were the re
lations between the Beta and the Central Office always of 
the most cordial nature, a fact which was undoubtedly 
due to misunderstanding on both sides, readily admitted 
with characteristic and ingenuous frankness by the Vir
ginia brothers. By way of illustration of the great strides 
which the Beta has since made, it may be said that per
haps no other chapter today enjoys with the Central Office 
such a reputation for cordiality and warm hospitality. 
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Added to the Chapter's difficulties were two other 

serious drawbacks: the Beta had not kept in touch with 
many of its Elders aside from those who lived in Char
lottesville, for which the blame must be shared equally 
between the Elders and the "actives"; then, too, within 
the Chapter there was on the part of many of the "ac
tives" a certain indifference toward the welfare of the 
Chapter as a whole. Had it not been for certain bril
liant and outstanding exceptions to this rule, things might 
have gone more seriously against the Beta. Space does 
not permit, unfortunately, the chronicling of the achieve
ments of such energetic workers as Brothers Chamber
lain, Wickham, Claiborne, Williams, and Wilke, who 
labored unceasingly and with ultimate success to raise 
the morale of the Chapter and transform it from a 
gentlemen's club to a thriving and integral part of the 
Zeta Psi Fraternity, with a keen sense of appreciation 
of its responsibilities as a member of an international 
organization. 

After having been established for one year in a house 
on Rugby Road, the financial situation, always pressing 
but now more than usually imminent, in 1922 compelled 
removal to the "Shack," practically no more than a two-
room outhouse behind the Albert Boiling residence. 
There were two rooms downstairs, with a central fire
place, and two rooms upstairs, one of which continued to 
be occupied by an ancient negro servant of the Boilings; 
the other was used as a chapter room. The chief asset of 
the "Shack" was the enormous fireplace, which helped 
somewhat to fight back the wintry blasts that filtered 
through the rough chinks of the cabin. Surely no chapter 
ever struggled under such adverse conditions. The place 
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was gradually cleaned up to afford some semblance of 
respectability, and served throughout the year as the 
gathering-place of the Beta, though Dr. Ivy Lewis of the 
faculty offered the parlor of his home for rushing pur
poses. This was but one of the many services that Dr. 
Lewis rendered the Chapter; always keenly interested 
and often an attendant at the meetings, he lent a most 
serviceable hand in aiding the Chapter along its way to 
success. 

The year 1922 is of supreme importance in the history 
of the Beta, for in the fall the agitation for a suitable 
house, which had been hazily talked of for some time, 
took definite form in a petition presented to the board of 
visitors for a site for a house. The petition was granted 
and a site awarded on Rugby Road; further than that, 
the visitors, largely through the influence of one of their 
number, Brother William R. Duke, agreed to make 
the Beta a loan. The Central Office lent another sum, 
and the Charlottesville Elders were more than usually 
generous. 

The plans for the house were drawn by Brother Louis 
Voorhees, ΧΊ Ί6, who was on the faculty of the Uni
versity. The birth of the idea for the house has an in
teresting story in connection with it. Brother Voorhees, 
searching for an appropriate plan of architecture, was 
turning the pages of Fiske Kimball's monograph on the 
Jefferson architectural drawings in the Coolidge collec
tion, when Kimball himself burst into the room and in 
what has been described as his most "Rooseveltian" man
ner took the book from Voorhees' hands, saying, "Why 
don't you do one of these for the boys, Voorhees?" 
Turning over a few pages he came to the design of 
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Mooticcllo and immediately suggested that it be taken as 
a model. By a curious coincidence this very idea had been 
in Voorhees* head for some time» and Kimball's associa
tion with the plan» while purely accidental, lends color to 
the story of the beginnings of the startlingly beautiful 
house, a reproduction of Monticeiio, which now houses 
the Beta Chapter* 

But the dream was not yet realized. Difficulties still 
beset the Chapter within and without. So alarming did 
the situation become that the Central Office did a thing 
which it had never before in its history even thought of 
—it broadcast an appeal to every living Zete to send 
in a check to save the Beta Chapter from utter extinc
tion. It must be remembered that the plans for the house 
existed, but nothing more. Scarcely a cent of money was 
in sight. The immediate and enthusiastic response of 
Zetes throughout the country made it possible for the 
contract to be let for the new house. Ground was broken 
in February of 1925, one month after the appeal had 
been sent out. A day or so later, when "Bid day" ar
rived and no fewer than eight fine men walked into the 
Zete rooms on the Lawn, the enthusiasm of the brothers 
knew no bounds. It was the finest delegation that the 
Beta had obtained since its revival in 1920, and came at 
a time when the morale of the Chapter sorely needed 
success to spur it on to further efforts. 

The crisis was passed. Although the house moved but 
slowly toward completion, the inconveniences and hard
ships attendant upon a Chapter with no definite head
quarters were cheerfully borne as being but temporary 
afflictions. One initiation was held at Dr. Barringer's 
home, "Hill Crest"; another on top of the Observatory 
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Mountain, where flares and candles among the black 
forest trees added to the impressiveness of the occasion. 

Finally came the housewarming, on the 24th of April, 
1926. The Chapter had just terminated a period of a 
month's mourning for the passing of Judge Duke, their 
friend, their fathers', and their grandfathers'. He had 
lived to see the Beta come into its own. And, as if in 
celebration of the completion of the house, the year 1927 
saw the pledging of the finest delegation which the Beta 
has ever obtained. 

As if to celebrate the rejuvenation of the Chapter, the 
Fraternity, in June, 1930, held at Charlottesville one of 
the most successful conventions in its history. The Zetes 
of the South showed that their traditional hospitality is 
far more than an empty name, and the Zetes of the 
North and West succumbed to the charm, wit, and per
sonality which has always characterized the gentlemen 
of the Beta Chapter. 

And so ends the story of a remarkable chapter—a 
story remarkable in itself as exemplifying in the super
lative all the "ups" and "downs" which can ever occur 
in the history of a college fraternity. There has been 
no attempt to gloss over the faults or unduly to extol 
the virtues of the Beta. It stands now unashamed, with
out need for apology, having tasted adversity and learned 
therefrom many things not contained in books. Now, 
rich in wisdom and ripened by experience, it has entered 
into its own. 
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IT MAY be said that the founding of the Psi Chapter 
at Cornell was the result of a coup d'etat; certainly 

the reading of the bare uncolored facts concerning the 
birth of the Chapter furnishes a story which might be 
taken from the life of a Caesar or a Napoleon. Loyalty 
to a cause and an almost ruthless determination to achieve 
a result were the dominant traits of the founders, and the 
means which they chose to attain the desired end, while 
they do not deserve to stand as a precedent in the minds 
of orthodox and conservative thinkers, still furnish a 
dramatic chapter in Zeta Psi history. At the same time a 
reading of the few facts which have come down to us does 
furnish an impressive example of what devotion to the 
Fraternity can accomplish in the face of serious obstacles. 

The story of the Psi begins in 1868, coincident with 
the founding of Cornell University. Though the charter 
of the University was obtained in 1865, its doors did not 
open until three years later. From the very beginning 
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the future of the institution showed promise; it was 
richly endowed, mainly through the generosity of its 
founder, Ezra Cornell; and its first president, Andrew 
P . White, was a man of recognized and outstanding 
ability. 

Three members of the Xi at Michigan hearing of the 
bright prospects of the new university at Ithaca, deter
mined to transfer from Ann Arbor, and the fall of 1868 
saw three Zetes, Sherman S. Avery, Emil John Coon, 
and Roy Tousseau Hathaway, enrolled in Cornell. Be
fore they left Ann Arbor in June they worked up the 
enthusiasm of the Xi for founding a chapter of Zeta Psi 
at Cornell, and had sent a long circular letter to the 
other chapters. In this letter it was pointed out that 
other national fraternities were already "looking the 
ground over" at Ithaca, and that it would be a tremen
dous asset to Zeta Psi if it could be the first on the 
ground; the sister chapters, therefore, were urgently 
requested to lend their aid toward launching a movement 
to install at once a chapter of the Fraternity at Cornell. 

The Twenty-second Convention was not scheduled to 
meet until December, 1868. Avery, Coon and Hatha
way realized that if the matter were deferred until three 
or four months after the opening of the new university, 
other fraternities would meantime have established them
selves, and Zeta Psi would have lost the honor and the 
attendant prestige of being the first fraternity at Cornell. 
Other men, less courageous, finding that the Fraternity 
constitution did not apparently sanction a letter ballot of 
the chapters, would have resigned themselves regretfully 
to seemingly inevitable failure; but the three men from 
the Xi were cast in a different mold, and determined to 
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risk their standing in the Fraternity by taking a bold step. 
There is no novelty in accomplishing indirectly what one 
cannot do directly, but many times there are dangers to 
face and risks to run. Such was the case here. Possible 
expulsion from the Fraternity was a not improbable pen-
alty for irregular procedure, particularly when it in
volved so important a step as the founding of a new 
chapter at a practically unknown and thoroughly untried 
institution. 

But Avery, Coon, and Hathaway determined to take 
the risk. After their arrival at Ithaca, and after looking 
the ground over carefully, they pledged four men to Zeta 
Psi—Frank R. Fowler, G. Martin Luther, J. Frank Ly
man, and Miller A. Smith. These seven, who eventually 
became the charter members of the Psi, then proceeded 
to prepare a petition to be presented to the Grand Chap
ter in December. The story of the struggle at the 
Twrenty-second Convention is tersely summed up in the 
minutes of the Grand Chapter of 1868: 

Brother Crane (Pi) moved that a charter be granted and a 
chapter established. The motion was seconded, and after a long 
and most interesting debate, was passed unanimously on vote of 
the chapters and Grand Officers. 

To which is added this footnote: 

"The Chapter was subsequently organized, and adopted the 
letter Psi as its name." 

Other sources less official tell us that the fight was long 
and heated. Long and interesting it undoubtedly was, 
but the cold facts in the minute-book only suggest, but do 
not inform. It is certain, however, that the Xi Chapter, 
led by William A. Underwood, '68, and Elroy M. Avery, 
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'71, played an important role in the battle, and that the 
members of old Pi Chapter lent their enthusiastic back
ing to their neighbor's cause. But when the smoke on the 
convention floor had cleared away, Zeta Psi was estab
lished at Cornell, and Sherman, Avery, and Hathaway 
had taken their seats as delegates from the new chapter. 

The early days of the new chapter are veiled in a hazy 
obscurity, aside from the fact that during the first year, 
1869, Zeta Psi at Cornell numbered some twenty mem
bers, little is known. Its position as the pioneer Greek 
letter fraternity at the University was a great aid in es
tablishing its prestige and gaining new members. The 
Zetes of this time seem to have been strong men on the 
campus, energetic workers, and primarily enthusiastic in 
establishing their chapter on a strong basis. Three of 
them took a leading part in organizing and editing the 
first issue of the University annual, the Cornettian, in 
1869. In spite of the fact that other fraternities had been 
quick to find openings at the University, it does not seem 
to be an idle boast by a Zete of the Class of '75 that Zeta 
Psi stood first. 

An outstanding characteristic of the infant chapter was 
its immediate appreciation of the truth that it was more 
than a local club. This is made more remarkable by the 
fact that of the charter members, Coon and Hathaway 
returned to Ann Arbor after one year, leaving Avery 
the only man who had any fraternity traditions or back
ground. But within three years the Psi had made two 
notable contributions to the Fraternity at large, the first 
in the form of a song book, which was edited by a com
mittee from the Chapter; the second, an invitation to 
hold the Twenty-sixth Convention at Ithaca. The meet-

[434] 



Psi Chapter 
ing of the Grand Chapter in 1871 as guests of the Psi 
did much to establish the Chapter at the University as 
well as to strengthen its position with the national 
organization. 

It was not long before the members began to feel the 
pressing need of permanent quarters. The first initiations 
had been held in the rooms of the various Zetes, but 
despite this handicap one initiate of the Class of '72 has 
written, "I doubt if the charges and the ritual were ever 
more impressively and earnestly enforced upon a neo
phyte than in the simple ceremonies held in those college 
rooms." But within a very short time some of the other 
fraternities had leased either houses or handsome suites, 
and the Psi realized that in spite of the quality of its 
personnel it must find adequate quarters or lose many 
good pledges. By observing rigid economy, and digging 
deep into their pockets, the Zetes obtained enough money 
to rent the two top floors of the newly erected Smith 
Building, across the street from the old Ithaca Hotel. 
The building, judging from its pictures, seems to have 
been scarcely more impressive than its name, but the 
Chapter at least had a home in which it could entertain 
and hold its initiations, and which it could use as a com
mon meeting-ground for the brothers. The fourth floor 
was used as a lodge room, while the third contained a 
"parlor" (for purposes of entertainment) and three 
rooms in the rear, where three of the brothers took up 
their quarters in an attempt to help defray the rent. 
The financial struggle was a bitter one, and more than 
once the Chapter seemed in a precarious condition; but 
the outstanding character of the members, particularly 
the strong Class of '72, held the Chapter together. 
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Nor was the Psi quick to forget the struggle to which 

it owed its birth in the stormy Convention of 1868, for 
when in 1874 a petition was received for a charter at 
Syracuse University, the Psi was one of the first to lend 
a hand. A committee from Ithaca visited the petitioning 
local at Syracuse, and reported favorably; and we find the 
Psi celebrating its fifth anniversary by acting as godfather 
to a new chapter and initiating at Ithaca the five charter 
members of the Gamma Chapter. 

In its early days Cornell, like all new universities, suf
fered from a rapidly shifting personnel; students ap
peared and disappeared with startling rapidity. The Psi 
suffered with the University. The year 1877 saw only 
three members return. One of them was Calvin Tom-
kins, president of the senior class and an important 
figure in University affairs; but despite this fact the Psi 
might have come to an untimely end had not the three 
survivors succeeded in winning the favor of a group of 
undergraduates who were endeavoring to found at Cor
nell a chapter of another society. This group, en masse, 
eventually came within the Zete fold, and a fortunate 
thing that they did, for among them were three men in 
particular whose names should be written high in any 
chronicle of Zeta Psi. They were Willard Gentleman, 
Albert Buchman, and Charles B. Everson. In later years 
these three, together with John Howard Ford, formed 
the committee which built the Chapter house in 1892; in 
addition it was Brother Buchman who drew the plans for 
the house. Individually each of these three has con
tributed other lasting services to the Psi and to the Fra
ternity at large, but the circumstance of their all joining 
the Fraternity at this trying time is one of those happy 
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coincidences which have all the appearance of Providen
tial interposition. For certainly the fortunes of the Psi 
began to improve, and by the end of the college year the 
chapter roll numbered twenty-two men. One year later 
Everson and Buchman started a sinking fund for the 
erection of a house; each brother pledged himself to a 
payment of four dollars a year, both while in the Uni
versity and after graduation. Though each pledge was in 
reality no more than a grain of sand on an ant-hill, the 
formation of this sinking fund, and more particularly the 
spirit of the men behind it, is one of the most significant 
facts in the history of the Chapter. The slow accumula
tion of small amounts of money over a period of twelve 
years finally brought to fruition this early dream, and 
Zeta Psi for many years was able to boast of one of the 
finest fraternity houses in the country. 

The rooms in the Smith Building had been abandoned, 
and in 1874 the Chapter was housed in the Sprague 
Block in a suite which included three general meeting 
rooms and several bedrooms. In r 881 the affairs of the 
Psi had so improved that a house was taken at the corner 
of Buffalo and Tioga streets. The downtown location 
was inconvenient from every point of view, but it was not 
until 1886 that the Zetes were able to lease a house on 
the "Hill," on Eddy Street. Here they remained, in spite 
of several financial crises, until the new house was built 
in 1892. Even the Eddy Street house, however, had its 
drawbacks, and to offset these, and more firmly to estab
lish the social prestige of the Fraternity, the Chapter in 
1888 gave a ball at the Armory which far eclipsed any 
social function hitherto seen at the University. The scale 
on which the dance was given may be judged from the 
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fact that for purposes of decoration the brothers im
ported a whole carload of Spanish moss. 

During the "Eighties" the Psi experienced a number 
of "ups and downs." Two bugbears continually haunted 
them: debts and poor scholarship. One member of the 
Class of '88 remembers vividly that the janitor had strict 
orders when a stranger or a known creditor appeared at 
the front door to give a general alarm, enabling all the 
brothers to leave the house by the back door before the 
visitor entered the front. The scholastic standing was in 
general poor, a fact which resulted in a small percentage 
of graduates and a large percentage of members who did 
not remain in college for their full course. All this mili
tated against Zeta Psi's occupying her rightful place as 
the oldest fraternity on the "Hill." But to offset these 
disadvantages certain other facts seem to stand out as 
preeminent. The Chapter was active in a social way, and 
its members were noted for their good-fellowship; their 
popularity was further increased by the initiation of a 
good many men who carried off the athletic honors of the 
University, particularly in baseball and crew. It is re
ported that Courtney, then crew coach, said he felt that 
he could not develop a winning crew without the help of 
a Zete. 

In this connection an incident must be related which is 
still remembered on both sides of the Atlantic, and 
intimately concerns not only Zeta Psi but the relations 
between two countries as well. About 1889 Brother 
"Charlie" Psotta, a famous single-sculler, won the Amer
ican Amateur Championship and went to England to 
enter the "Diamond Sculls" championship. He won his 
first race and had every hope of winning his second, in 
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which be was ίο face his most dangerous competitor. 
Soon after the start of the race the Englishman was com
pelled to slow up to let a rowboat get out of his course. 
Most men in Psotta's position would have gone on and 
won the race. Not so Psotta! To the surprise of the 
spectators he rested on his oars until the Englishman 
came abreast of him. The Englishman won the race, but 
Psotta's name was on every tongue and the papers rang 
with his praises. He was a "Lindbergh," born out of 
his time» and Zeta Psi is proud to claim him. 

In I8QO the Chapter was at a low ebb. The member
ship had been heavily depleted by reason of graduations 
and poor scholarship, and the prospects of the Psi were 
not bright. The Eddy Street house—or "The Little 
House on the Hill," as it is still toasted by those who 
remember it so intimately—was hopelessly inadequate; 
it had no plumbing, and the furnace had developed a 
tendency to break down during the coldest of the sub
zero weather to which northern New York is accustomed. 
Of the five leading fraternities, Zeta Psi undoubtedly 
occupied the fifth place. 

It was quite evident that the time had come when a 
new house was more a necessity than a luxury to be 
dreamed of. In 1889 the Psi Chapter House Association 
had been formed under the presidency of Brother J . 
Howard Ford; associated with him were the well-known 
names of Gentleman, Buchman, and Everson. For two 
years this committee toiled unremittingly to add to the 
fund which three of the members had started just ten 
years before. By 1891 enough money had been collected 
to warrant the trustees in undertaking the building of a 
house. A magnificent lot, measuring one hundred and 
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fifty by two hundred feet, was purchased. The property, 
situated on Stewart Avenue, overlooked the rushing 
waters of Cascadilla Gorge, a hundred feet below. The 
house itself, designed by Brother Buchman, was an im
pressive example of fraternity house architecture. The 
price, $45,000, was in those days considered a fabulous 
outlay of money for a private residence. Further en
larged in 1905, it has served many generations of the 
Psi and only now, after thirty-five years of continuous 
usefulness, has the time arrived when the Chapter must 
face the question of rebuilding. 

The "Nineties" seem to have perpetuated the virtues 
and vices of the "Eighties." The scholarship was not 
what it ought to have been and there was difficulty in 
keeping the membership up to its full limit, which was 
necessary to carry the heavy financial burden under which 
the Chapter was laboring. But the Psi quite evidently 
kept up its social position, now more than ever imperative 
with the completion of the new house in 1892. A mem
ber of the Class of '95 retains as his most vivid impres
sion of 'his undergraduate days the special derby hats 
imported from England and manufactured from a special 
shade of brown felt. Every Zete owned one of these, 
whether or not he could afford to pay his dues. 

During all this period the Chapter's finances were in a 
rather precarious condition. The Psi Chapter House As
sociation, which had as its primary object the financing of 
the new house, now became a permanent institution, its 
object being to supervise the current finances of the 
Chapter. A resident business man of Ithaca was ap
pointed auditor, whose duty it was to handle the accounts, 
pay the running expenses of the house, and forward the 
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balance {if any) to the treasurer of the Association., 
The adoption of this system solved to some extent many 
of the troubles of the Psi, and paved the way for a period 
of stronger financial stability, without which no chapter 
can be properly said to flourish. The dawn of an era of 
prosperity for the Cornell chapter was due in a large 
measure to the untiring efforts of Brother Charles B. 
Everson who, for many years, acted as treasurer of the 
Association. 

The year 1901 saw a marked change in the life in the 
Chapter. Hitherto the brothers had been eating about at 
boarding-houses, though most of them had rooms in the 
house. It was determined to install a dining hall, where 
the entire chapter could eat together. Rather than pay 
carpenters to do the work, many of the members stayed 
in Ithaca during the Easter vacation and actually built 
the dining tables and put together the chairs in a base
ment room. Others, seized with enthusiasm for the new 
cause, busied themselves with manual work about the 
grounds. It is surprising how much loyalty and enthu
siasm a little manual labor can inspire; this Easter vaca
tion indicates both a cause and an effect of the spirit of 
the Psi at this time. 

Another forward step was taken in 1908 with the 
founding of the Psi Chapter Elders' Association, the pur
pose of which was to bring back the alumni to visit the 
Chapter and to foster more intimate relations between 
the Elders and the "actives." The constitution of the 
Association prescribes a meeting every June at Ithaca. 

In the year 1916 an event was celebrated at Cornell 
which was of great importance not only to the University 
but also to Zeta Psi—the dedication of the Schoellkopf 
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Memorial Athletic Field to the memory of Brother 
Henry Schoellkopf, '02, one of the greatest athletes that 
Cornell ever produced, and the first of a line of dis
tinguished Zetes in his family. The Psi duly celebrated 
the event with a dinner which was attended by members 
of the Schoellkopf family and prominent Zetes from all 
parts of the country. 

The World War materially affected the Psi, as it did 
all the other chapters of the Fraternity. The house was 
occupied by the S.A.T.C. during the fall of 1918, and 
fraternity life was practically impossible. Of the large 
numbers who left to enter the service, five never returned: 
Robert T. Isett, '12; George L. Walker, Jr., '12; Harold 
L. Leohrig, Ί 4 ; Edward F. O'Connor, Ί 9 ; and Karl 
G. West , '19. 

With the resumption of college life early in 1919 the 
Psi was faced with sundry problems. The financial condi
tion of the Chapter was unascertainable, owing to the 
process of readjustment, but the scholarship notably im
proved because of the earnest desire of most of the older 
men to finish their course. With the exodus of these men 
in June, the opening of the year 1919-1920 found the 
Chapter with but few prominent men among the upper 
classes and a small freshman delegation. Most of the 
brothers were too young to be thoroughly familiar with 
the aims and traditions of the Fraternity, and a certain 
laxness, particularly as regards rushing, soon manifested 
itself. Before the end of the year the Psi witnessed an 
internal upheaval, the inevitable result of diverse views 
slowly fermenting within the organization. But out of the 
chaos came what has been described as the "first real 
stock-taking" and of the formulation of a policy to guide 
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the future. The following year, 19201921, foand the 
Psi taking rushing as a serious matter, with the result 
that a better freshman delegation was obtained*, then, 
too, the Chapter noticeably pulled together instead of 
relying on a few outstanding individuals to do the work. 
The result of the last two years of discouraging work 
became manifest in a new spirit in the Chapter which 
recognized primarily the importance of the Fraternity 
over that of the individual, and caused the individuals 
themselves to cooperate whole-heartedly in an effort to 
place the Psi in its rightful place in the University. 

A further effect of the World War had been to dis
associate the Elders from the Chapter. Most of them 
lived at a considerable distance from Ithaca, and it was a 
problem to bring them back into active contact with the 
undergraduates. The help of the older men, particularly 
in regard to financial advice and help, was sorely needed. 
The house was still heavily mortgaged, and it was a diffi
cult matter to meet current running expenses. But some 
of the alumni, notably Brothers Fred and Paul Schoell-
kopf, James B. Fenton, Parton Swift, and Ε. Ν. Sander
son, took an active interest in the affairs of the house. 
Adequately to estimate the loyal service of these men 
would require powers of encomium which would tax the 
writer's ability. They have been trustees of the Chapter 
for more than a dozen years, and during this period they 
have felt keenly their responsibility for the supervision 
of the finances of the Chapter. They have stood ready 
to advance money when it was critically needed, and even 
better than this have given liberally of their time and 
energy. In 1919, for example, approximately $13,000 
was spent in reconditioning the Chapter house, money 
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advanced in large part by the brothers Schoellkopf with 
the understanding that it should be paid back to them 
by annual contributions from other alumni. It is to be 
feared that their own annual contributions contributed 
in large part to the payment of the debt to them. It is to 
be doubted if any other chapter can boast of a higher 
degree of loyalty and interest on the part of men of large 
affairs than has· been exhibited by Fred and Paul Schoell
kopf, and James B. Fenton. A further connecting link 
between the "actives" and Elders was formed by the 
publication in 1925 of the first issue of the Psi News, 
inaugurated by Brother Phillips Wyman, '17. 

The magnificent old house, a monument to the devo
tion of its architect, Brother Buchman, has at last out
lived its usefulness, and the Psi trustees have consented 
to its sale as a step toward the financing of a new chapter 
house for the Psi. Thirty-five years have elapsed since 
it took its place as one of the finest fraternity houses 
in Cornell; hampered by chiefly financial and scholastic 
problems, the Psi has successfully struggled to deserve its 
place as the oldest fraternity at Cornell. With recent 
years has come the realization that if the Chapter is to 
maintain its prestige three things are necessary: closer 
contact with the Elders, a high level of scholarship, and 
a new house. 

Wise in this knowledge, the Psi seems to be on the 
threshold of new plans and objectives, wherefrom there 
should soon come the finest of fruition. The years ahead 
look very bright for the continuance of the traditions of 
Zeta Psi at Cornell. There will inevitably be, in increas
ing measure, the service to the University in campus 
activities for which the Chapter has always been famed; 
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and there will be, no less, that conspioimis contribution 
to the councils of the general Fraternity for which the 
Psi has in the past been so conspicuous, "The kw of life 
is growth"; and the Psi is continuing to grow. 
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Iota 

WH E N the University of California opened its 
doors in 1869 it was not swept off its foundations 

by a flood of eager students struggling for admittance. 
Thirty-five meek and rather dazed youths entered the 
sacred portals—and that was the University of Cali
fornia, the smallest college in the world! The story of 
how it has achieved world fame as the second largest 
educational institution in the United States would in itself 
fill a ponderous volume, fascinating to read. A history of 
the Iota Chapter can but grudgingly spare it a paragraph. 

Its immediate predecessor, the College of California, 
was incorporated in 1855 by a group of zealous citizens, 
who suddenly came to a realization that their labors had 
resulted in an anti-climax—there were no students of col
lege age available! But their labors were not to remain 
for long unrewarded; the College School at Oakland was 
actively at work preparing its students for matriculation, 
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and by i860 a handful were sufficiently qualified for 
college work. In 1868 the University of California, a 
state institution, was chartered by the legislature; the old 
College of California, after keeping its feet long enough 
to allow the selection of a faculty and the making of other 
arrangements, collapsed into the arms of its sister institu
tion, the University, bequeathing to her, with its dying 
gasp, four blocks of land in Oakland in addition to the 
one hundred and sixty magnificent acres of land in Berke
ley which are the site of the present University. The 
new-born University took over the Oakland site just 
before the above-mentioned inundation poured into its 
doors, the inundation consisting of three seniors, five 
juniors, two sophomores, and twenty-five freshmen» the 
last-named admitted by examination. The history of 
the growth of the institution is unfortunately too long 
to relate here. 

For members of Greek letter fraternities, and in par
ticular members of Zeta Psi, the outstanding fact regard
ing the University of California is that it is the seat of 
the first chapter of any fraternity on the Pacific Coast 
—Zeta Psi. It came about in this way. 

In 1870 Arthur B. Waring, Phi '70, journeyed to the 
Pacific Coast, and on this trip conceived the idea of found
ing a chapter of Zeta Psi in the far West. In Chicago he 
stopped off to submit his idea to Henry T* Thomas, 
Omega '64, then Phi Alpha, who encouraged him in his 
purpose. His efforts were not at first successful, but at 
Thomas's suggestion Waring wrote to Charles A. Sum
ner, Zeta '54, then Congressman-at-Large from Cali
fornia. Sumner took up the idea at once, and enlisted 
the support of his friend Brainard C. Brown, of the Class 
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of '70 at California, who caught the spirit of Sumner's 
contagious enthusiasm and gathered together the nucleus 
of the future Iota Chapter. 

Events happened in rapid succession, and their exact 
chronology cannot be determined from the records. It 
would seem, however, that Brother Waring initiated at 
the outset the "nucleus" which Brown had collected: 
E. B. Pomeroy, F. H. Whrtworth, J. M. Whitworth, 
Charles B. Learned, and George W. Reed, all former 
students of the College of California who had been 
adopted as students of the new University of California. 

The story is told that Brother Pomeroy's sister urged 
the instituting of the Chapter "with helpful arguments; 
and the grace of her hospitality is often mentioned with 
respectful gratitude by the Zeta Psi envoys and ministers 
plenipotentiary to the Pacific Coast." The enchanting 
Miss Pomeroy has gone down to posterity in a poem 
written by Charles A. Sumner which he read at the an
nual banquet of the Fraternity, held at the Maison Dore, 
in San Francisco, on the 21st of February, 1878: 

"With such a picture flashing in my eyes, 
I thank the fates, the stars, the Zeta Psis. 
With such experienced scenes in fading vista, 
My thanks to Brown, Ev. Pomeroy, and his sister." 

The 24th session of the Grand Chapter met in Phila
delphia on the 28th of December, 1870; on the following 
day there was presented a "petition from several Elders 
of the Fraternity, for the establishment of a chapter of 
Zeta Psi in the University of California"; and in view 
of the desire of the Fraternity to be the first Greek letter 
society on the Coast a special resolution was unanimouslv 
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passed granting the Grand Officers "power to establish a 
chapter in the University of California, and grant a 
charter at their discretion." 

The original charter, according to the records, bears 
the date of June io, 1871; this important document has 
unfortunately been lost, and replaced by a charter bearing 
the date of March 11, 1898. The authorities, however, 
agree that Brown, Pomeroy, the two Whitworths, 
Learned, and Reed constituted the first group of Zetes 
on the Coast, and to Brown belongs the honor of being 
the first initiate of a Greek letter fraternity in North 
America west of the Rocky Mountains. 

This little group seems at first to have been at a loss to 
know how to act, and small wonder. True, they had gone 
through the formalities of the initiation ritual, but cir
cumstance had left them stranded, a weary rock in a bar
ren land, without any idea of the meaning of the bonds of 
τ κ Φ. It was not until the summer of 1871 that they 
were awakened to the realization of what it meant to be 
Zetes; for then they received a visit from Brother Albert 
B. Carlton, Phi '72, a man of forceful personality and 
vivid, yet quiet, enthusiasm. It was he who inspired the 
new brothers to make a real start the following year, 
although during 1871 five good Zetes were initiated, 
among whom were C. J. Wetmore, '73, whose name is 
engraved as the first student to enter the University of 
California; George C. Edwards, '73, the third student 
enrolled, whose reminiscences have contributed to embel
lish the early history of the Iota; and Arthur Rodgers, 
'72, who brought Benjamin Ide Wheeler to the Univer
sity. The year 1872 saw seven more brothers added to 
the roll, including George J. Ainsworth, '73, later to 
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become a regent of the University; James H . Budd, '73, 
governor of California from 1894 to 1898, and the man 
who interested the Hearst family in the University; John 
E. Budd, '74, his brother, also a regent; Harry H. Webb, 
'75, who, as chairman of an undergraduate committee, 
selected the Blue and Gold for the California colors— 
"The blue of the great sea and the gold of the sunshine, 
the blue of the sky and the gold of the harvest, the blue 
of the distant Sierras and the gold that is dug from its 
rocky slopes, the blue and the gold of the flowers of the 
field, the blue and gold of the California sunset, the blue 
and the gold of the arch that supports the heavens in 
the storm, symbols of truth and value." 

The University remained at Oakland until 1873, and 
until that time the Chapter had no home. It finally 
secured the room of one of the professors. The members 
were largely instrumental in founding the Durant Rhe
torical Society, which held its meetings in the same room 
and provided literary exercises for the Chapter program. 
It was also through the agency of this infant chapter that 
there came into being the University Echo, the Univer
sity dramatic society, and the University Boat Club. The 
Iota had already begun to win its way as a leader in 
campus activities. 

In 1873 the University moved from Oakland to the 
campus at Berkeley, where two buildings had already 
been erected to receive it. Berkeley was in those days 
still remote from civilization, and had to be reached by 
means of the "bob-tailed horse cars"; most of the stu
dents still lived at Oakland. The Zetes realized the 
necessity of obtaining quarters which would serve as a 
rendezvous, and the next year rented the so-called Berke-
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ley Farm House, where they were very pleasantly located 
for a year. 

"At the Berkeley Farm House," writes one anonymous 
historian, "music was a predominant feature, Brother 
Pomeroy ably filling the office of chief horn-blower 
whenever the Zetes deemed it advisable to treat the 
Mills Seminary girls to music not exactly classical. Here 
the brothers received visiting brothers, among whom was 
Prince Heromich Shugheo, of the Phi, who was return
ing to Japan." 

The following fall they had the great good fortune to 
obtain a lease on the Humboldt Hotel at Temescal, half
way between Berkeley and Oakland. An interesting side
light on the life of the Chapter at that time has been 
preserved in the shape of the report of W. P. N. Lawton, 
Phi 'j2, to the Twenty-seventh Convention held at 
Easton, Pennsylvania, in 1873-74: 

"The frequent social reunions to which the friends of 
the Fraternity are admitted, when the light fantastic is 
tripped, together with yachting excursions on the Bay of 
San Francisco, etc., etc., give the Chapter a popularity 
not only local but also extending throughout the state; 
never to my knowledge exceeded or surpassed by any 
chapter of any fraternity in any American college. . . . 
The members of the Chapter are all good, earnest men, 
comparing favorably with those of any of the eastern 
chapters. . . . The building (at Temescal), hall, grounds, 
and study rooms deserve particular and special notice. In 
this Zeta Psi Building the members of the Fraternity 
have their study and sleeping rooms, all of which are 
large and commodious. . . . The grounds, comprising 
about ten acres, about the building, are none the less 
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deserving of comment. These grounds are abundant with 
trees, plants, and shrubbery peculiar to our soil and cli
mate, all laid off with elegant and neat walks, with sum
mer houses, skating rink, bowling alley, shooting gallery, 
and in fact everything that may tend to make the place 
desirable and attractive. In this building the members of 
the Chapter reside, having their housekeeper, 'celestial 
servants,' in fact a perfect Zeta Psi House. . . . A large 
sign on the building gives notice to passersby that Zeta 
Psi holds forth within." 

One can imagine how the effete eastern visitor from 
Cornell, who undoubtedly expected to be greeted by war 
whoops and bows and arrows, rubbed his eyes in astonish
ment upon being greeted by such a regal display. 

The next year, however, it was thought advisable to 
remove the Chapter headquarters to Berkeley, and a 
house was rented on Dwight Way. At the end of that 
year, 1876, the Iota had become prosperous enough to 
aspire to a real home of its own; and the need was more 
pressing because of the fact that three other fraternities 
had in the meantime established themselves at the Uni
versity—Phi Delta Theta, Chi Phi, and D.K.E. Accord
ingly Vincent Hook, '76, bought a lot where the Chapter 
house now stands; and aided by W. E. Dargie, '79; Fred 
W. Henshaw, '79, and other members, he induced Dr. 
Samuel Merritt, of Oakland, to put up a three-story 
building with a mansard roof, which was adequate to 
house the Chapter until the present house was built in 
1911. It was the first fraternity house built on the Pacific 
Coast. 

But trouble was brewing. The activities of the frater
nities, particularly of Zeta Psi, had stirred up an increas-
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ing amount of antagonism among the non-fraternity men 
of the University. It was reported, according to one 
rumor, that Zeta Psi, by means of a ring, was controlling 
the workings of the Durant Rhetorical Society. On one 
occasion the college annual, the Blue and Gold, was about 
to suspend publication, owing to mismanagement of its 
funds, when it was rescued by the Iota, who published it 
and, in recognition of their own efforts, embossed the 
Fraternity monogram in gold on the back of the book. 
Other incidents undoubtedly contributed to the opposition 
of the anti-fraternity element, which finally took concrete 
form in the shape of a paper, the Oestrus. 

The blow fell in 1879, when one fine day the faculty 
issued an edict barring all secret societies from the 
University. Brother George C. Edwards, '73, then an 
instructor in the University and commandant of cadets, 
was present at the fateful faculty meeting, but was power
less to stem the tide. Let him tell his story, for it is 
pregnant with importance to the University, fraternities 
in general, and above all to Zeta Psi: 

When the meeting was over, I remarked to one of the propo
nents of the resolution that "the day would come when you will 
take back that resolution." He retorted, "I would like to know 
how that could come about." "Well," I said, "there are two 
ways in which it may come about. The regents of the Univer
sity are an authority above the faculty and above them are the 
courts of the state, which I am very sure will have something 
to say in the matter. I do not believe that the regents or the 
courts of the state would uphold the action which has been taken 
by the faculty." 

Then it was that the Iota went to work. Through Arthur 
Rodgers, "7a; Tom Carneal, "74; W. E. Dargie, '79; J . M, 
Whitworth, "72, and others, representation was made to the board 
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of regents. The whole ground was gone over very carefully both 
as to the interference with the rights of an American citizen and 
with the thought that this abolition would be confiscation of 
property. The regents at a meeting directed the faculty of the 
University to rescind their action. It is needless to say that the 
faculty observed the order of the regents. That was the only 
time in the history of the University when the regents have 
directed the faculty to rescind any of their actions. 

It was thus that the Iota single-handed saved not only 
its own life but the very existence of all fraternities at 
California. 

Now that the existence of fraternities had become an 
assured fact, the Chapter settled down once more to its 
routine. Life at the Iota during the "Eighties" and early 
"Nineties" must have been close to idyllic, and yet the 
brothers do not seem to have been content to rest on 
their laurels or degenerate into intellectual or social snob
bishness, great as the temptation must have been. Fra
ternities, in general, were scarcely more popular with the 
student body than they had been before, but a certain 
glamor hung over them which an impressionable col
legian, even though he may have been an "outsider," 
must have found it hard to resist. "The old Zeta Psi 
House," writes Fred T. Duhring, '88, "was regarded as 
a place of mystery, concerning which many rumors and 
ominous whisperings were afloat—and well there might 
be, because we did little rushing publicly, were not clan
nish in our intercourse on the campus, our times of meet
ing were well guarded secrets, and little was known of 
Zetes in the making until a new diamond Zete pin flashed 
in the gaping and surprised faces of our competitors. 

"In those days communication with San Francisco was 
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a difficult matter; Oakland was a slow town with few 
attractions; and Berkeley was scarcely beyond the village 
stage. Hence, the students residing in Berkeley were very 
largely thrown on their own efforts for amusement and 
recreation, in which efforts they succeeded admirably. 
The beautiful homes of Captain George Ainsworth, '73, 
near Berkeley, and of Mrs. William Meek, mother of 
Harry, '77, and Will Meek, '88, of San Francisco, suc
ceeded in making our lives pleasant, as they were always 
open to any of the boys over week-ends and at other 
times also; and how we did enjoy them! 

"The boys of our day won distinction m the military 
department, and Frank Powers, '84, and John Sutton, 
'85, received colonels' commissions on graduating; while 
it was the rule for our boys to receive officers' commis
sions with their diplomas—so much so that we were 
dubbed the 'Military Order of Zeta Psl ' " 

The social activity and prestige seem to have been 
maintained throughout these years. An historian of the 
late, "Eighties," whose name has not been preserved, has 
written, "From Brother Pomeroy's excursions, horn in 
hand, to serenade the seminary girls, evolution has 
brought us to the double team, behind which Brother 
Lakenan, '90, drives us to the Mills concerts. Through 
all the stages of progression the Zetes have been hot 
favorites, and a Zete pin has been the 'open sesame' 
before which flew open ehe portals that guard California's 
choicest treasures." The historian sayeth not whether 
these "treasures" were the young ladies in question, but 
subtly leaves all inferences to the reader's imagination. 

Brother Lincoln Steffens, '89, who has since achieved 
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fame as a journalist and writer, has set down his impres
sions of contemporary life at the Tota in a poem: 

THE STUDENTS' EVENING HOUR 

Idle smoke clouds reeling 
Through the heavy air, 
Idle dreams concealing 
From us daily care, 
Blend themselves in passing away, 
To curtain this hour from out the day. 

Idle voices humming 
Opera airs subdued, 
Idle fingers strumming 
Notes by soft word wooed, 
Ease our hearts with harmony sweet, 
While duty beats a swift retreat. 

Idle laughter ringing 
Round a cheerful fire, 
Idle fun words stringing 
Tales that never tire, 
Free our minds from work's dread power, 
Enrich our lives with this one hour. 

This students' evening hour may have deserved the 
word ''idle," so often repeated, but aside from the al
lotted hour of ease, the Brothers must have bestirred 
themselves with countless activities. They stood fairly 
well in scholarship, but not at the top, although occa
sionally an intellectual genius found his way within the 
Iota's doors. Such was Brother V. C. McMurray, '82, 
now Dean of the College of Jurisprudence of the Uni
versity, who won the University Medal as the most dis
tinguished student at California. 
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Beginning with the year 1887 the Chapter commenced 

to achieve unusual fame through the prowess of certain 
of its members as athletes. Space does not permit the 
enumeration of all the individual honors attained in this 
field; suffice it to say that between 1887 and 1890, five 
members of the Chapter (E. Coke Hill, '90; John Bouse, 
' 91 ; C. B. Lakenan, '90; Wallace I. Terry, "90, and 
George H. Foulks, '93) hung up thirteen university 
track records; W. H. Henry, '93, achieved international 
fame by breaking the world's record in the high hurdles, 
while Edwin Mays, '93, starred in every track-meet held 
at the University. At this time the portieres of the house 
were adorned with seventeen first and fourteen second 
medals won by active members of the Chapter. In addi
tion the Chapter housed two football and one baseball 
captains, four class officers, and numerous others who in 
other fields added to the glory of the Chapter. 

Meantime the influence of other fraternities had been 
increasing; Zeta Psi no longer had the field to herself. 
It was during this time that a question of policy was often 
debated in the house. The other fraternities had adopted 
the principle of choosing their members from students 
residing within a short distance of Berkeley. Zeta Psi, on 
the other hand, had pursued a consistent policy of picking 
members from more remote communities, believing that 
these men were not so liable to become members of 
''cliques," and that by reason of the fact that they came 
to college with no associations they would make better 
fraternity material. There were disadvantages to this 
policy, prominent among which was the fact that other 
fraternities generally had a larger number of Eiders liv
ing in close proximity to the active chapter. But the lota 
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did not swerve from her course, and was rewarded by 
generous support from the alumni who were within reach. 
They visited the Chapter frequently, and were invaluable 
in keeping up the morale of their younger brothers. A 
Home Association was formed which took over the house 
and property and thus lodged the Chapter in quarters 
owned by the Association. For this wise move a large 
share of the credit must be given to Frank H . Powers, 

'84-
An event of the year 1892 deserves notice because of 

its importance to the undergraduates of today. In the 
spring of that year Brothers Mays and Henry, '93, were 
the prime movers in forming the society of "Skull and 
Keys," which today is one of the leading honor societies 
at California. Mays was its first president. It was about 
this time also that Ben Weed, '94, discovered in the hills 
a natural amphitheatre, which today is the site of the 
magnificent Greek Theatre. 

In 1892 the Iota gave its loyal support to the efforts 
of the Fraternity to establish a chapter at Stanford. 
"This duty and pleasure," writes Mays, "developed upon 
an unprepared chapter without seniors, and the work 
required came as a keen surprise. It had been a tradition 
in the Chapter that a charter would be granted a chapter 
at Stanford upon our application whenever Stanford 
University was organized. However, it developed at 
once upon our telegraphing for a charter (what poor 
benighted souls we must have been!) that a charter would 
be granted, if at all, only after a hard fight. The Iota 
rose to the emergency and carried through a campaign, 
colossal it now seems as I look back, taking into consid
eration the little we had to work with, which was sue-
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cessful." The members of the new Mu Chapter were 
initiated in 1892 in the house of the Iota, an incident akin 
to that of 1924 when the future brothers from Los 
Angeles journeyed to Berkeley and were made members 
of the new Sigma Zeta. 

The year 1894-95 stands out as unique, since in that 
year the Iota housed two future Phi Alphas of the Fra
ternity, George W. Bunnell, '95, and John W. Procter, 
'98. A second circumstance which gives prominence to 
this year was the advent to the Chapter of the first of 
the "second generation" men, in the person of Harry B. 
Budd, '98, the son of James H . Budd, '73. It was not 
until 1919 that the Chapter received any "third genera
tion" man, George A. Mays, son of Edwin Mays, '93, 
and grandson of George J. Ainsworth, *73. 

Before many years had elapsed it became apparent that 
the Iota must have a new house. In the spring of 1908 
two of the younger Elders, John W. Procter, '98, and W. 
A. S. Foster, '00, went to the office of George H . Foulks, 
'93, and each of them presented him with a check for 
$250, at the same time asking him, as secretary of the 
lota Home Association, to start a campaign to raise funds 
for a new house. The campaign was successful, but on 
the very day that the architects delivered the completed 
plans and specifications, Brother Foulks died. The late 
brother Albert Sutton, '89, drew the plans and donated 
his services to the Chapter. It is interesting to remember 
that with the exception of the plastering, all the work on 
the building was performed by companies whose heads 
were Iota men. After Brother Foulks' death in 1910, 
Arthur W. Foster, Jr., '03, succeeded him as chairman 
of the building committee, and much of the credit for the 
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successful completion of the work should go to him and 
the three other members of his committee, George M. 
Mott, Jr., '99; Shirley Houghton, '05, and John W. 
Procter, '98. The result of their work is a magnificent 
house which would today cost more than $120,000 to 
construct. 

The cornerstone was laid on the fifth of February, 
1910, with impressive ceremonies, presided over by the 
president of the Home Association, Frank H . Powers, 
'84. The Chapter moved into its new house in the fall 
of 1911. 

In 1922 an innovation was made in the formation of 
a Mothers' Club, a splendid institution which has done 
much to contribute to the appearance of the Chapter 
house, and consequently to the morale of the Chapter 
itself. It is now the mothers who supervise the linen, 
the decorations, and furnishing, and before each dance 
or reception they are to be found "tidying up," decorat
ing, and arranging flowers; and yet they have exercised 
rare tact in making themselves necessary without seeming 
to intrude into the privacy of the Chapter. 

A large share of the space in this volume allotted to 
the Iota has been spent in reminiscing of the older days, 
when the Chapter was struggling for existence and for
mulating policies which, after a long struggle, 'have led 
to the eventual success of Zeta Psi at California. 

It is with regret that only a word can be said here about 
Iota in the World War. The Chapter service flag boasts 
ninety-five stars, one of them a gold one, in honor of 
Lieutenant Louis C. Beauman, Ί 6 , the first Zete to give 
his life in the conflict. Although the Chapter house was 
used as an infirmary during a part of the war, the organ-
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ization kept keenly alive and interested in campus affairs. 

There has been but one consistent complaint regarding 
the Chapter, and that is in «he matter of scholarship. At 
times this has been average, at other times dtseouragingly 
low, and but seldom brilliant With this problem Brother 
John W. Procter, '98, as president of the Home Associa
tion, labored fang and faithfully for years. However, m 
1927 Zeta P&i stood in the sixty-second place among 
sixty-three fraternities. Due to forces not wholly iden
tified, but largely internal, she rose sixty-two places in 
three years, and stood first in 1930. She still holds that 
position. Although the causes of this remarkable ascen
dency are not all clearly marked, they are worthy of a 
praise which approaches awe. 

Zeta Psi has always pointed with pride to the Iota 
Chapter; her past has been glorious, and the future 
promises to record still further progress. For she has 
made of her gentlemen—scholars. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII 

Gamma 

AL T H O U G H Syracuse University was not founded 
until 1871, its beginnings properly date back twenty 

years to the establishment of Genesee College at Lima, 
New York. About 1866, however, began an agitation to 
remove the college from Lima. The Methodists of the 
state saw therein an opportunity for the founding of a 
college or university. A movement was at once set on foot 
which resulted in the raising of a large sum of money, 
$100,000 of which was donated by the city of Syracuse 
on condition that the new university should be located 
there. Accordingly the trustees selected a site of fifty 
acres within the city, on the heights overlooking Lake 
Onondaga. Here the College of Liberal Arts opened on 
September 1, 1871, with an attendance at the first chapel 
exercises of forty-one, most of whom were transfers from 
the now extinct Genesee College. 
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In view of the promising moral and financial backing 

of the new Syracuse University, there was an early move
ment on the part of Greek letter fraternities to locate 
chapters there. In 187a D.K.E. took over the "Scroll 
and Pen" temple of the extinct Mystical Seven Fraternity, 
and the following year Delta Upsilon founded a chapter. 

In 1874 five members of the University presented a 
petition to the Fraternity at its Twenty-eighth Conven
tion, held at New Brunswick, A committee of investiga
tion, composed of members of the Psi Chapter at Ithaca, 
was at once appointed. Immediately upon the adjourn
ment of the convention a delegation of Grand Officers, 
consisting of Thomas D. Carneal, lot & '74; Joseph How
ard Buffum, Psi 'jz, and William L. Oris, Pi and Xi '74, 
went to Ithaca on the invitation of the Psi Chapter and 
there met Frank Z. Wilcox, the chairman of the peti
tioners. The matter was discussed pro and con. Later in 
the autumn and early in the following year the Psi sent 
several delegations to Syracuse to investigate the situation 
at the University; the Psi Chapter, in turn, was visited 
several times by the petitioners, who must have made a 
good impression, for in May the Psi forwarded to the 
Grand Officers a full report of their investigations, at the 
same time recommending that the petition be granted. 
The officers gave their endorsement to the project, and 
die matter was at once laid before the individual chap
ters, which by June lent their unanimous approval to the 
granting of the petition. 

The petitioners, now seven in number, had organized 
themselves into a local secret society, and had taken the 
name Theta Chi. Acting as a unit they had already won 
recognition at the University, and had procured at 89 
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South Salina Street a suite of rooms (including two rooms 
for fraternity purposes), which were described as "cen
trally located, very commodious, and finely furnished." 

Following the vote of the chapters, no time was lost 
in establishing the new chapter. Immediately upon the 
receipt of the news the petitioners were summoned to 
Ithaca, and there the seven charter members of the 
Gamma were initiated: Frank Ziah Wilcox, '76; Alpha 
Reeve Beal, '75; Charles Albert Wall, '76; Jason Parker, 
'77; Roswell Spencer Price, '76; Wilbur Fisk Smallwood, 
'78; and Vincent Azariah Crandall, '76. On the follow
ing Monday, June 11, 1875, the Gamma was officially 
installed at the rooms of the old Theta Chi local frater
nity, with the assistance of Brothers W. K. Simpson, Psi 
'76, and R. F. Cardwell, Xi '77. 

In spite of the speed with which the new chapter had 
been organized and installed, it was the fourth and not 
the third fraternity to be founded at Syracuse, as has been 
commonly supposed. For Psi Upsilon had won the right 
to third place by the narrow margin of a few days. 

The Gamma started off with a rush, and soon made its 
place secure as a serious rival to the other fraternities. 
In the early histories of the Chapter mention is made of 
"serious opposition from the rival societies," but no par
ticulars are available. This obstacle, however, could not 
have been a very serious one, for by the end of the first 
year of its existence the Chapter, with the aid of Brother 
W. L. Otis, a resident of Syracuse who had taken an 
active interest in the project from the outset, had initiated 
four more men. The Gamma found another friend 
among the citizens of Syracuse in Brother G. W, 
Edwards, Epsilon '68, the editor and proprietor of the 

[464] 



Gamma Chapter 
Syracuse Standard. During this first year the Chapter 
also succeeded in placing three of its men on the "Herald 
Association," which consisted of six juniors and six 
seniors who edited the college paper. Furthermore, the 
clubrooms on Salina Street were changed to even more 
commodious quarters. 

The Zetes also from the outset cooperated with D.K.E. 
and Psi Upsilon in establishing and publishing the 
Syracusan, the college annual. 

For the first five years of its existence the Gamma held 
its head high and gave a creditable enough account of it
self. A fair proportion of its members stayed to grad
uate, and the ranks of the outgoing members were filled 
sufficiently to keep the Chapter at a strength which, 
though low numerically, enabled it to hold its own with 
its rivals. 

But with the year 1880 came a slump from which the 
Chapter never recovered. The decline in the fortunes 
of the Gamma was not the result of a sudden blow, but 
seems rather to have resulted from a combination of 
causes, which included a general low average in scholar
ship, due undoubtedly to the tendency of many of the 
members to have too good a time at the expense of their 
studies, and a precarious financial condition. The poor 
scholarship inevitably resulted in the failure of many 
brothers to return to college, and the difficulty encount
ered in keeping the ranks filled resulted not only in 
numerical weakness but also in financial instability. For 
two successive years, 1882 and 1883, the Gamma found 
itself with but three members upon the opening of col
lege. The number of initiations was not sufficient to keep 
up with the numbers of the brothers who, for one reason 
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or another, left college. The chapter debt increased, until 
in 1884 the Elders of the city took a hand and raised a 
sufficient sum to pay off the entire obligation. 

The year 1884 brought the Chapter prominently to 
the attention of the Fraternity when the Alpha Sigma 
Alpha reported at the 1885 Convention that there had 
been rumors that the Gamma had discontinued its activi
ties about the end of March, 1884, and that for some 
time the Chapter had occupied no rooms and had held 
no meetings. An investigation was recommended. The 
implied censure brought a brief but transient revival in 
the Gamma during the next year. But, as one member of 
the Chapter at that time has put it, they were "damned 
by the sins of the past and allowed to die of dry rot." 
It is doubtful whether the sins of the Chapter could be 
laid at the door of the Fraternity; a more thorough 
diagnosis would reveal the Gamma's lack of an effectual 
leadership, which could have saved it even then. 

But no leader arose, and the convention of 1887 voted 
to order the Gamma to initiate no more men until such 
time as the Grand Officers might recommend otherwise. 
The Chapter was ordered to deliver its charter and 
papers to the Alpha Sigma Alpha for safe-keeping. 
Whether or not this was done is uncertain, for in 1905, 
when the Gamma was reestablished, it was stated that the 
charter had never been surrendered but that it had re
mained in the hands of the local Elders. The point, how
ever, is not important, if it be borne in mind that the 
Gamma was not murdered, but merely put to sleep. 

The sleep lasted for seventeen years. During this time 
various unsuccessful moves were made to reestablish Zeta 
Psi at the University. But the Fraternity was adhering 
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rigidly to its traditional policy of conservatism, and from 
1887 until 1909 only three new chapters were added to 
the roll—the Eta, the Mu, and the Alpha Beta. 

But in 1904 a group which included some of the most 
influential men in the University banded together for the 
express purpose of reviving the Gamma. They at once 
enlisted the active aid of Frank Z. Wilcox, who will be 
remembered as one of the charter members of the old 
Gamma, and can justly be said to have been its founder. 

The new group found in Brother Wilcox a ready and 
a sympathetic listener. He had constantly nourished the 
hope that his old chapter might be revived, and he now 
saw the ready means of accomplishment. Under his 
supervision a petition was prepared, together with an 
elaborate prospectus which covered the present situation 
of the University, the personnel and activities of the peti
tioners, a survey of the fraternity situation at Syracuse, 
and testimonials from the chancellor and dean of the 
University, the heads of five departments, and the two 
chief fraternities at the University, D.K.E. and Psi Up-
silon. Nineteen local Elders endorsed the petition, which 
was signed by the eighteen members of the petitioning 
body. 

In the meantime the eighteen—later reduced to seven
teen by the withdrawal of one member from college—had 
not been idle, "Because of the odium and lack of suc
cess which had hitherto attached to local organizations at 
Syracuse University which had announced themselves as 
active rivals of the older fraternities," they veiled their 
organization and membership with the strictest secrecy, 
but on their own initiative sixteen of them took a house, 
for which three of their number signed a contract, assum-
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ing the entire expense. Thus organized, though without 
the knowledge of their fellow-students, they presented 
themselves at the annual dinner of the Central New 
York Alumni Association on June 3, 1904. The Elders 
looked them over and were satisfied, and it was an easy 
matter to secure their endorsement when the petition was 
finally prepared in the fall and sent to the Grand Officers 
on October 24, 1904. 

There followed an anxious time of waiting. The 
Grand Chapter was to meet in Boston on January 6, 
1905. Meantime Brother Wilcox was in constant touch 
with the Grand Officers who, while assuring him that the 
undertaking had a good chance of success, were somewhat 
in doubt as to the attitude which some of the more con
servative chapters would take. The situation was further 
complicated by the fact that several other national fra
ternities were making overtures to the petitioners, in the 
hope that some of them might be persuaded to join a 
rival cause. But the petitioners stood fast. During De
cember, as the suspense was increasing daily, some of the 
Syracuse papers smelled out the news and published the 
fact that Zeta Psi was being petitioned by an unknown 
group at the University. Some space was given to the 
conservative nature of the Fraternity and the likelihood 
that the petition might not be granted. 

Still one more difficulty had to be overcome. The con
vention of 1896 had passed a resolution which required 
a $5,000 cash guarantee from any petitioning body. 
While there was some question as to whether the group 
at Syracuse was to be viewed in the light of original pe
titioners or whether the movement was to be regarded 
merely as the revival of an already existing chapter, it 
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was determined that no chances should be taken. The 
way in which the money was raised was a tribute to the 
spirit of the petitioners, whose number had now been 
increased to twenty-two. Within three weeks, by dint of 
the hardest kind of work, they succeeded in raising $4,000 
among the Elders. This sum, together with the $1,000 
in personal notes which the Elders contributed, made 
up the requisite amount. 

To the convention went Brother Wilcox and Joseph A» 
Mosher, '05, and Oscar J. Brown, Ό6, of the petitioning 
body. The crucial question came up on the final day of 
the convention, January 7, 19ος. To the motion to 
reestablish the Gamma fifty-four ayes and twelve nays 
responded. The cause seemed lost. But the tide turned 
when it was ruled that the convention had authority on a 
majority vote to reinstate the Chapter! The motion was 
then unanimously passed, and the old Gamma was 
brought once more to life. 

On February 10, 1905, the official installation took 
place at Freeman Hall, in Syracuse. The ceremony was 
conducted by Brothers Israel C. Pierson, Phi '65; Charles 
B. Everson, Psi 'jS; Thomas I. Chatfield, Eta 'g$; 
George Linn Ulmer, Tau '8g, and Almon C. Barrell, 
Zeta '97. At the banquet following the service there were 
present sixteen Elders, representing nine chapters of the 
Fraternity. The Gamma was ushered in with a dignity 
and enthusiasm which was a fitting reward for the months 
of tremendous effort and sacrifice on the part of the 
petitioners and the loyal Elders. 

The new Gamma entered into instant competition with 
the other fraternities, and met them on their own ground. 
The initiation fee charged by the Chapter was double 
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that charged by the oldest fraternity at Syracuse, but 
notwithstanding this fact the Zetes took several men that 
other fraternities were sure that they had secured. Their 
instant success caused them for a while to be cordially 
disliked, and for some time Zete candidates for office 
were rather generally defeated. But gradually friendly 
relations grew up, and Zeta Psi, always respected, came 
also to be liked. 

The respect was occasioned by the prominence of the 
Zetes in many and varied activities, both athletic and 
literary. Among the original petitioners were several 
class officers, editors and managers of various publica
tions, and a large representation in the oratorical and 
debating societies of the University. Two years after the 
reestablishment of the Gamma, the Chapter was able to 
boast of having control of the college daily, representa
tion on the editorial boards of all the other university 
publications, two athletic managers, two captains, eight 
block "S" awards to athletes, three intercollegiate de
baters, five class presidents, one Phi Beta Kappa key and 
one Sigma Xi key, in addition to other college offices 
and honors. 

This is a record of which any chapter could be justly 
proud. One man of the university faculty, a member 
of a rival fraternity, put it thus: "I have been here 
twenty-five years, and I know that your success in every 
way has never been equalled here. Some of the frater
nities which have been here all the time that I have are 
not yet housed, nor have they ever had the men that you 
have now." And further proof of this remarkable rise 
may be given by citing the instance of one man who had 
been bid by five other fraternities, two of them the 
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Gamma's greatest rivals; this man» although he did not 
have a friend or acquaintance in the Chapter,, waited for 
the Zeta Psi bid and accepted it. 

Less than two months after its installation the Chapter 
faced the question of housing. The issue was met in the 
same spirit which the petitioners had displayed in obtain
ing their charter. On April 7, 1905, they obtained, 
through the assistance of Brother Benjamin H. Shove, 
Gamma 'So, a house valued at nearly $20,000. Five 
thousand had to be spent in improvements before it could 
be adapted to the needs of a fraternity house. And the 
money was raised, the repairs made, and bills paid. For 
this enterprise the local alumni, which had been organized 
as the Syracuse Association of Zeta Psi, must be given a 
large share of credit. Under the presidency of Brother 
Wilcox, who had already lent such splendid assistance to 
the new Chapter, the Association saw to it that in the 
fall the Gamma was adequately housed in its new 
quarters at 805 University Avenue. Here the Chapter 
remained for the next seventeen years. 

One is impressed with the seriousness with which the 
Zetes took up the responsibility of placing their frater
nity in the front ranks. They lacked both precedents and 
traditions, except for the backing and encouragement of 
the Elders. And although they resumed the position held 
by the old Gamma as the fourth oldest fraternity at 
Syracuse, their seniority was not a great aid to them in 
their attempt to combat the prestige of the older frater
nities, who had maintained their chapters without a break 
in their continuity. This fight welded the Zetes together 
as nothing else could have done, and these early days 
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were marked by a chapter spirit which did more than 
any other thing to win recognition for the Gamma. 

The year 1908 marked the passing of the "grand old 
man of the Gamma," Brother Wilcox. The history of 
both the old and new Gamma is so inextricably bound 
up with his memory that no more fitting monument could 
be erected to him than the living monument of the Chap
ter for whose birth, re-birth, and eventual prosperity he 
was in such a large degree responsible. 

The World War brought its fair measure of disorgani
zation to the Gamma at a time when its prospects were 
brighter than they had ever been before. The interven
ing years had brought the Chapter up to a point where in 
general estimation it was second to none at the University. 
But in the fall of 1918 the alumni of various fraternities 
passed a resolution preventing the rushing or initiation 
of any new men prior to the installation of the S.A.T.C. 
at the University. The house was rented to the Univer
sity for a dormitory to provide for some oi the women 
students who had been left homeless when many of the 
sorority houses were taken over as barracks. 

Following the war the Gamma found itself handi
capped by a house which was totally inadequate for its 
needs. The Zetes were forced to hold their position 
through sheer merit. Theoretically this is as it should 
be, but fraternity men who have struggled in their day 
under the handicap of an outgrown house can realize 
the practical extent of the problem. The matter of a new 
house had been discussed for years, but now action took 
the place of talk. A committee was formed, composed 
of Brothers Charles H. S. Burrows, ' 1 1 ; Frank P. Mal-
pass, Ί ο ; Robert P. Holderbaum, '06; and Oscar J. 
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Brown, Ό6. The astounding sum of $48,000 was raised 
in cash and by mortgages, with which the Association, 
aided materially by Brothers Brown and Shove, was 
able to purchase the old Estabrook house at 1727 Corn-
stock Avenue. The site is one of the finest in Syracuse, 
and the house itself one that adapted itself ideally to the 
needs of the Chapter. In the fall of 1923 the Chapter 
took possession, but not before it had been compelled to 
spend a hectic year in two rented houses, which were far 
from suitable. But through this achievement the Gamma, 
in the words of the general secretary, "has taken her 
place in the Zeta Psi Hall of Fame." 

With over twenty years of the new tradition behind 
it, and with the aid of its new home, the Gamma stands 
today as one of the strong chapters of the Fraternity. Its 
history since its re-birth is one of unswerving devotion 
to the ideals of chapter unity and solidarity. Once given 
a company of active men who are willing to work enthu
siastically for a cause rather than for their own individual 
preferment, and the story will tell itself. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV 

Theta Xi 

BY the close of 1870 Zeta Psi could justly lay claim 
to the title of a "national" fraternity. Its chapters 

followed the Atlantic seaboard from Waterville, Maine, 
to Chapel Hill, North Carolina. Farther to the west
ward lay the Gamma at Syracuse, the Psi at Ithaca, and 
the Xi at Ann Arbor. The year 1870 had marked the 
Fraternity's greatest pioneering venture up to that time 
—the founding of the Iota, the first chapter of a Greek 
letter fraternity on the Pacific Coast. The Continent 
had been spanned. 

But the great adventure was yet to come, the adven
ture which was to make Zeta Psi international, and give it 
the right to its present name, "The Zeta Psi Fraternity of 
North America"; and as a result, it Avon the added right 
to boast that it was the first Greek letter fraternity to 
enter Canada. 
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The move to establish a chapter across the border orig

inated with the Xi Chapter at Ann Arbor; it was the Xi 
which fostered the petition from the University of 
Toronto, and it was the Xi which later installed the 
Theta Xi Chapter, and which for many years formed the 
closest connecting link between the brothers in Canada 
and those in the United States. 

In 1875 John Alexander Green, of Austin, Texas, was 
attending Upper Canada College in Toronto, prepara
tory to entering the University of Michigan. There at 
school he formed friendships with a number of boys, 
among them Douglas Armour, W. K. MacDougald, 
Henry Brock, E. W. Hume Blake, G. G. S. Lindsey, and 
others. In the fall of 1876 young Green entered Michi
gan, and there was initiated into Zeta Psi, an event which 
later proved of even more importance to the Fraternity 
than to him. 

He returned to Toronto for his Christmas vacation 
in 1878, and broached to some of his friends the idea 
of founding a chapter of Zeta Psi at the University of 
Toronto. Some of his schoolmates were already affiliated 
with a local fraternity known as "Phi Sigma," but they 
entered with enthusiasm into Green's idea. A petition was 
prepared, forwarded to the Grand Officers, and within a 
short time had been favorably acted upon so that on 
March 27, 1879, in a room in the Rossin House (later 
the Prince George Hotel) , the following charter mem
bers of the new Theta Xi were initiated. Edgar Nor
wood Clements, '79; Frederick Tennyson Congdon, '79; 
Henry Brock, ' 81 ; James Alexander Pattullo, ' 8 1 ; 
Douglas Armour, ' 81 ; Alexander Boles Shaw, '79; Ham
ilton Kilally Woodruff, '83; Henry Harvie Hull, '83, 
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and William King MacDougald, '83. At a special meet
ing held the next day Brother Clements, the first Cana
dian to be initiated into Zeta Psi, was elected the first 
Pht of the new chapter. 

To the undergraduate of the present generation the 
problem which faced these early Canadian brothers is 
difficult to comprehend. When, however, it is remem
bered that Zeta Psi was the first fraternity to be estab
lished in Canada, and that for a dozen years it held the 
field without a rival, it is possible to understand the fact 
that the presence of the new secret society was an anom
aly. With the aid of the imagination, it is possible to 
reconstruct the attitude which the "outsiders" took 
toward the "elect." The Fraternity had taken as a nu
cleus the most prominent men in the University, and the 
new members which were slowly added were the picked 
leaders of the on-coming classes. From the standpoint 
of a non-fraternity man the presence of Zeta Psi could 
mean but one thing—an attempt to set up an oligarchy of 
the chosen few, whose ambition was to lay hold of all the 
influential positions in the College and run affairs to suit 
their own tastes. In all fairness it must be said that the 
apparent results justified the inference, but the motives 
which prompted the Zetes to take front rank in the activi
ties of the University were unfortunately misjudged. 
They took a justifiable pride in their own importance, 
but their sense of obligation to the Fraternity and their 
desire to promote its welfare were the dominant motives 
in the Chapter. That they succeeded in placing Zeta Psi 
in an impregnable position is undoubted; Zeta Psi took 
first place, and has ever since succeeded in holding it 
against all comers. 
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But for twenty years the Chapter had to contend 

against the hostility of the rest of the student body. At 
times this attitude was displayed only in smouldering 
resentment; at others it broke forth in a fury which was 
nothing less than volcanic. The Varsity, the University 
paper, was bought up and controlled by the Zetes almost 
at the outset, but this fact did not prevent the publication 
of letters denouncing the Chapter, and of odd items of 
news concerning it, such as the information that "the 

Zetas have been photographed by — and 
now we shall have an opportunity of finding out who 
these mysterious Zeta Psi fellows are." 

The fact that the identity of the Zetes had remained a 
mystery was due to the policy of rigid secrecy which the 
Chapter had been forced to adopt from the very begin
ning of its existence. The names of the members were 
jealously guarded, and the places and times of meeting 
were known only to the elect. This precaution, however, 
did not prevent speculation, or even prying, on the part 
of the outsiders. Even the faculty, seemingly prompted 
by the hostility of the anti-Zetes toward the Fraternity, 
took a hand in the matter, and several times caused the 
Chapter to "walk the carpet." The members were ac
cused of destroying the spirit of democracy in the Univer
sity; they countered the thrust by accusing the faculty of 
tampering with their mail. But the character and activity 
of the Zetes had placed them beyond reproach; their 
scholarship was of the highest, and they had done more 
toward the promotion of athletics in the University than 
had the faculty itself. Zetes took far more than their 
share of commencement prizes, and within the ranks of 
the Theta Xi were found countless captains and players 
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of the football and cricket teams. In fact, the captaincy 
of the Rugby team became almost a tradition in the 
Chapter, and not infrequently a good half of the team 
was composed of Zetes. 

Under this shroud of secrecy, then, the Chapter he-
gan its existence. At first the members met in the rooms 
of Brother Clement in the University residence. The 
following year the Chapter leased rooms in the Grand 
Opera building on Adelaide Street, but they were soon 
ingloriously turned out when the block was destroyed by 
fire in November, 1879. The meetings were transferred 
to the University residence for the rest of the year, but 
in the spring the Chapter moved to rooms on King Street 
West, on the spot where the Bank of Nova Scotia now 
stands. In 1881 new premises were occupied on the same 
street, on the site of the present Bank of Commerce. 

Of these times Brother Henry Brock, '81, has written: 

In the early days there was naturally less club life, and the 
weekly meeting was after the fashion of a Masonic Lodge, with 
the usual literary exercises. There was a strong filial University 
spirit engendered. Every Chapter meeting discussed University 
affairs from the student or undergraduate point of view. The 
Chapter started numerous University enterprises: the new gym
nasium, Moss Hall; the Varsity; the Rugby football team; a 
lacrosse team; the Cricket Club, reestablished under Captains 
H. Brock and G. G. S. Lindsey; a University four-oared crew 
in connection with the Argonaut Rowing Club. The University 
Rifles under Captain H. Brock and Lieutenants T. Coleman and 
R. K. Barker attained a high grade of efficiency. A small dramatic 
club was encouraged. 

For an infant organization this is indeed a formidable 
list of achievements. To this list should be added the 
establishment of a University Union, with a membership 
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of over 1500. Concerning this the T h e t a Xi correspond
ent wrote in 1882 : 

At present the unseen hand of the Chapter guides the Union. 

T h e same correspondent also makes some significant 
comments regarding the other activities of the Ze tes : 

The policy which was adopted in the beginning of 1880 of 
absorbing all valuable resources of influence in the University 
has been steadily and successfully pursued. The control over the 
management and publication of the Varsity is retained as fully 
as ever. As this University paper was started under the secret 
auspices of the Chapter, the members felt especially pleased at 
the good reception it met with. The experience gained from the 
possession of an organ entirely under command goes to show that 
no ally could possibly give the same amount of weight and power 
to a Chapter; and it enables the Chapter to defy opposition which 
otherwise could not be withstood. 

The by-law which was passed by the Chapter concerning secret 
membership has been rigidly adhered to. As the present domi
nance of the Chapter is due in greatest part to this salutary rule, 
a violation of it would, in the opinion of the Brethren, merit the 
heaviest penalty they have the power to inflict. 

T h e year 1882 was notable for the publication of the 

initial number of the Zeta Psi Monthly under the editor

ship of Brother Brock- After two or three issues, how

ever, he came to the conclusion that the magazine could 

best be published nearer the center of Fra tern i ty affairs, 

and the task was therefore turned over to the Del ta 

Chapter . 

T h e feature of the year 1882 was the agitation which 

resulted in the founding of the second Canadian chapter 

of Zeta Psi. Since the early days of the founding of the 

Toron to Chapter the question of establishing Zeta Psi at 
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McGill had frequently been debated, but in each instance 
it had been decided that the time was not yet ripe. In 
1882, however, R. F. Rattan, who, although not a Zete, 
had been very friendly with the Toronto Chapter, went 
to McGitl for his medical course. He was desirous of 
founding there a chapter of Zeta Psi, and gathered about 
him a group which later in the year successfully petitioned 
the Grand Chapter. Although the petition was not pre
sented until December, the matter was rushed through 
with all possible speed, in order that the new Chapter 
might be represented in the Boston Convention on Janu
ary 4, 1883. In order to accomplish the installation. 
Brothers Brock and A. B. Cameron of the Theta Xi 
journeyed to Boston via Montreal, installed the Alpha 
Psi on January 3rd, and, accompanied by the delegates 
of the new chapter, set out for Boston on the same night. 

Thus began a friendship between the two Chapters 
which has increased with years. The members frequently 
visit back and forth, and when "Varsity" plays McGill 
either at Toronto or Montreal there is always a joint 
banquet to honor the guests. Through three wars the 
Chapters have fought side by side—first in the North
west Rebellion of 1885, when Zetes from the Theta Xi 
and Alpha Psi under the cover of darkness held a joint 
meeting near the front lines; next in the Boer War 
where, on a transport homeward bound, a handful of 
them gathered together on New Year's Eve and sang 
together the "Closing Ode"; finally in the World War, 
where the full strength of each Chapter was thrown into 
the breach and the members fought often side by side on 
the "Flanders Fields," made immortal by Brother John 
McCrae, Theta Xi 'gj. 
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The year 1886 was featured by a renewed volcanic 

outburst of the anti-Zete faction. A huge placard was 
prominently displayed on the campus appealing to all 
students to stamp out "the oligarchy of the would-be 
aristocrats" whose object was "to hold all offices and 
honors in the college (except in class lists) and to utterly 
exclude the rest of the students. I'ide, extract from their 
report. 'Zetas and only Zetas shall be at the head of 
affairs!' " Which, by the way, seems to substantiate the 
Zetes' charge that their mail had been tampered with. 
The storm, however, eventually died down, though all 
feeling did not die with it. Not until 1892, with the 
establishment of Kappa Alpha, did the Zetes have any 
other fraternity men on their side to help fight the battle 
for recognition. 

In 1S87 the Chapter moved to somewhat more com
modious quarters on the south side of Richmond Street, 
near Yonge Street. The premises were controlled by a 
real estate agent named Kidney, whose name frequently 
appears in the minute books in connection with the little 
matter of meeting the rent. Mr. Kidney's name lent it
self to witty sallies by the too often desperate brothers, 
whose only means of meeting the debt was to laugh it off. 
The Chapter had little or no money in those days. As one 
of the contemporary jokesters had it, "We never tried to 
make ends meet; our humble endeavor was to keep them 
from getting further apart." The splurge of purchasing 
and attempting to pay for a billiard table almost put the 
Theta Xi on the rocks, and the question of ways and 
means was often debated in the weekly meetings. 

Early in the Chapter's history, a literary program had 
been made a feature of the regular meetings. For the 
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most part the occasion was taken seriously, and was a 
source of lively discussions on matters literary, collegiate, 
and political. In 1S87, for example, we find the Chapter 
debating the question: 

Renlvei, That the government should have a monopoly in the 
traffic of distilled liquors. 

Not until forty years later did Ontario see the matter 
in the same light as did the Phi of the Chapter who that 
evening, in granting a decision to the affirmative, re
marked that the arguments showed an intimate acquaint
ance with the subject. Curiously enough the Chapter that 
same year debated another question, the affirmative side 
of which was also put into practice forty years later: 

Resolved, That the work of the present first year should be 
struck off the curriculum and be performed by the high schools. 

The early ''Nineties" were famous ones for the Theta 
Xi—remarkable both for the high standard of scholar
ship attained by the brothers, and for the general literary 
and athletic ability of the Chapter. It was fortunate that 
prosperity visited the Zetes just when it did, for the year 
1892 saw the advent of Kappa Alpha, and the following 
year Alpha Delta Phi. The gates were opened, and the 
brothers of the Theta Xi for the first time knew what it 
meant to run into competition. But, owing to their long 
established position and their prominence in all the Uni
versity activities, their supremacy was never really threat
ened. The advent of the ntw fraternities was more of a 
help than a hindrance, for now the anti-fraternity barriers 
slowly began to crumble and the opposition party was 
gradually silenced. 
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In 1894 the Chapter took up quarters at 63 Welling

ton Street, a fine old residence formerly used as the 
"Reform Club." Here for the first time they enjoyed a 
house of their own. and were the envy of both the "out
siders" and the newcomers among the other fraternities, 
A picture of the old house has been left us by an earlier 
historian: 

The Manning homestead was 00 doubt old-fashioned, rather 
dilapidated, very much out at the elbows; in respect to location 
it was very inconvenient for most of the active Chapter, and 
therefore little used any time except at the end of the week, when 
high joyous revelry reigned supreme; in the daylight it appeared 
stark and drear and dingy, but of a Saturday night, crowded with 
Elders and Actives, the spacious, lofty, well proportioned rooms, 
haunted with memories of much old time gracious hospitality, 
took on a charm, I had almost said a splrndor, lacking in modern 
houses. 

In 1899 the Chapter moved to Bedford Road, and Ac 
following year to a house at 41 Isabella Street.1 

The Theta Xi entertained its first Grand Chapter Con
vention in 1895. Nothing in the way of entertainment 
was omitted, from vaudeville to ice-hoating, and, to cap 
the climax, during the night of the banquet the restaurant 
in which it had been held was burned to the ground 
together with much of the central part of Toronto. Fur
thermore, sparks carried to the chapter house itself, 
but the heroic work of the brothers who rushed to the 
scene, in all stages of dress and undress, prevented any 
extensive damage. 

About this time the University proposed a scheme for 
1 But in 1902 their btxue « Μ <·ΛΪ over their fctarlj. and they -were feceai to 

mere—first back te the eM n-»>»»i Μ Wciltstten Street and later te I » Bed
ford Road. 
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the building of fraternity houses on University property, 
and offered many inducements in the shape of advances 
of money at low interest, free use of the property, and 
exemption from taxation. There was, however, a fly in 
the ointment: the University insisted on the right to 
inspect and regulate the affairs of the house and the right 
to buy it back at its own valuation. The Zetes disliked 
this feature of the plan, and determined to maintain com
plete independence. Fortunately the Isabella Street prop
erty was at that time offered for sale. A joint stock 
company was incorporated by Brothers Armour, Mayly, 
Symington, and McDougall, and with the financial assist
ance of the Elders, generously aided by Mr. W. G. 
Gooderham, father of three members of the Chapter, the 
old house was bought back. Here for many years the 
previous good times were renewed. 

The year 1901 was marked by the return of the troops 
from the Boer War, With them came six Elders of the 
Theta Xi: Captain R. K. Barker, '92; Lieutenant John 
McCrae, '94; Major A. J. Boyd, '87; Sergeant W. C. 
Laidlaw, '84; Private F. W. Thomas, '86, and C. A. 
Boone, Όι . Captain Barker's company had the distinc
tion of being the first of the Canadians under fire, at the 
relief of Douglas on New Year's Day, 1900. Lieutenant 
McCrae—later to achieve undying fame for himself and 
Zeta Psi—made the hardest continuous artillery march 
of the war, 560 miles in the Karroo Desert. The return 
of these brothers was marked by a banquet and a speech 
by Captain Barker, whose name was by now "written 
large across the length and breadth of Canada." Major 
Boyd later returned to South Africa, saw service in the 
Constabulary, and in 1902 died of enteric fever in Pre-
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toria, at the siege of which city he had won distinction 
two years before. 

The house on Isabella Street served the Chapter until 
IQIQ, when the property wis sold. The Theta Xi Chap
ter House» Limited, then bought the home at 118 St. 
George Street which has housed the Chapter up till the 
present time. 

Early in their competition with other fraternities the 
Zetes found that it was necessary to adapt themselves to 
new conditions. They had always had whatever men they 
wanted» nor was there ever any necessity of hurry in get
ting them. With the coming of the new order, however, 
their policy had to undergo a change. To their credit be 
it said that the lesson was soon learned. After losing a 
few valuable men, the Zetes decided to conform to the 
inevitable, and accepted the pledging system. 

With the Chapter firmly established under the new 
regime, the history of the first part of the twentieth cen
tury was one of quiet progress. It would be difficult to 
point to any definite periods of either weakness or pros
perity. The Theta Xi has always been prosperous, and 
there has never been a time in its history, except the dark 
days lying just ahead, when the Chapter has not stood 
supreme at Toronto. 

The dark days came in August, 1914. By October, 
seventeen brothers were on their way across the water 
with the first contingent from Canada, while fourteen 
others were in training for the second. "Bravo! Zeta 
Psi!" was the heading of an article in the Toronto Eve
ning Telegram. By June of 1915 the current military 
lists contained the names of fifty-four brothers, seven of 
them in the graduating class and nine more who normally 
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would have been members of the active Chapter during 
the coming year. 

The summary of the remarkable war record of the 
Canadian chapters will be found elsewhere in this volume. 
This brief history must pass on to brighter days, not 
unmindful, however, of the honor which accrued to the 
Chapter which was now to sleep tor more than two years. 
The Royal Flying Corps had rented the house, and 
"ground instructors and flight-sergeants eked out their 
uninitiated, lives within these hallowed walls." 

The story is now taken up by Brother G. S. O'Brian, 
Ί 6 : 

The war over, the thought was "Now what?" There were, 
you see, no undergraduate brothers, no officers—nothing to start 
on. One cold night in January, 1919, six brothers got into the 
house. They were ai! old hard-boiled soldiers by this time, three 
majors, three captains, aged from 2Z to a(». The lights were off, 
mildew was about, and it was cold. Candles were produced, 
the books were taken from their secret hiding-place, and there in 
the flickering, guttering candlelight began a discussion which may 
be oi interest, because it was very seriously mooted that the char
ter be turned hack to the hand that gave it, and Theta Xi rest 
on its laurels. Looking back now, we realize that the Elders or 
even the Central Office would not have let that happen. But to 
these six, the first to get back to Toronto, things looked black; 
other fraternities were going strong, pledging all the so-called 
good men in sight; we had no one particularly keen to start under
graduate life again; everyone's idea was to get into business. 
However, destiny shaped our end, as it is said to do; the six began. 
The Elder body rose up and pushed and pulled and patted Theta 
Xi to its feet. Peter Campbell was immense in those days; he 
fairly oozed enthusiasm, optimism, ideas, energy, and good feeling. 
And after all, to some young men Zeta Psi must have appealed; 
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we found younger brothers and younger «ont were standing by, 
waiting for the resurrection, and til went well. 

The six who held the first meeting were Peter Campbell, George 
Magann, Pont Armour {McGill), Owner Straiten, Angus Sin
clair, and Geoff O'Brian. Brother O'Brian took the chair in 
1919, and Brother Sinclair in 1919-1920. That ended the pre
war regime, and the neophytes then were war babies, a great 
many of them—nearly all in foot—old soldiers at that. 

By the fall of 19-10 the Chapter numbered seventeen 
brothers. And with the increase in numbers came an in
crease in hope and added determination. From the shock 
of the four years of war the Theta Xi rebounded to a 
position in the University even higher» if possible, than 
the one which it had formerly occupied. In 1922 the 
general secretary reported regarding the Chapter, " 'Top 
of the heap' is the answer here." And it is still the 
answer. When for the first time, in 1930, the University 
made public the comparative rating of the fraternities, 
Zeta Psi stood first among over thirty rivals at Toronto. 
And, as a fitting climax, that same year Brother Herbert 
Little, of the active chapter, was awarded a Rhodes 
scholarship. 

In the medical building at McGill is a stained-glass 
window of three lights dedicated to three Zetes who died 
in the World War. To the right and left are memorials 
to Brothers Lieutenant Colonel R. P. Campbell, Alpha 
Psi '01, and Lieutenant Colonel Η . Β. Yates, Alpha Psi 
'95. Between them stands a window depicting row upon 
row of crosses amid blood-red poppies. That Brother 
John McCrae should be chosen thus to symbolize not 
only the devotion of the man to his cause, but the friend
ship of the Alpha Psi and Theta Xi and their joint 

[487] 



The Story of Ζ eta Psi 
sacrifice for their country, will be forever a source of 
reverent pride to Zeta Psi. And the simple tribute paid 
to the man by his friend, Brother Stephen Leacock, Theta 
Xi *gi, may well stand as the monument to his Chapter's 
past and the guidepost to its future: 

Tht mme idml tf ptttinixm md devotion to duty that inspired 
him m ike tear had het» the wmld in which his life wm rest. 
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Alpha 

AS ONE walks up Madison Avenue today through 
the "Roaring Forties" there is nothing to remind 

him that the largest university in the world, in its more 
humble beginnings, was able to squeeze most of its aca
demic buildings into the small block between Forty-ninth 
and Fiftieth streets, bounded on the east by Park Avenue. 
Founded as King's College by royal charter in the reign 
of George II, the University, at the time when our story 
opens in the fall of 1879, numbered but little more than 
six hundred students. Today, if its enrollment should be 
herded together into a community, the result would be a 
thriving city of nearly fifty thousand inhabitants. To 
quote the title of a "best seller" of many decades ago, 
written by Milon Davidson, Psi '62, "Great Oaks from 
Little Acorns Grow." 
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In 1879 the social life of the University was exclu

sively in the hands of four fraternities, three of which 
were of long standing in the life of the college. Their 
membership comprised the cream of the campus, and the 
cream of the campus, in turn, was skimmed from the milk 
of the most exclusive of New York's most blue-blooded 
aristocracy. The affairs of the undergraduates were run 
to the liking of these scions of social royalty. There were 
no dormitories to give any cohesion to hoi polloi, and 
the '"outsiders" revolved like satellites around the four 
brilliant constellations, whose glory shone all the more 
brightly by comparison. 

To introduce another constellation into this firmament 
was a sacrilege scarcely to be thought of. And yet the 
possibility was there, for the University was filled with 
the sons of wealthy clubmen who adapted themselves by 
nature to club and social life. 

History has recorded one abortive attempt to establish 
a chapter at Columbia. At the Twenty-fourth Grand 
Chapter Convention, held at Philadelphia in 1870, the 
question arose of founding a chapter at the University of 
California. The need of haste was recognized, as all the 
brothers wished their fraternity to be the first secret so
ciety on the Pacific Coast; in view of the emergency the 
regular course of procedure was abandoned, and the 
Grand Officers were granted power to establish a chapter 
at California, and grant a charter at their discretion. Im
mediately following this move the Phi Chapter presented 
a petition for a chapter at Columbia, and Brother Albert 
B. Carlton, Phi '72, urged that inasmuch as there was 
but little probability of succeeding in the regular way, the 
Grand Officers be granted the same pow'er as in the case 
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of the California Chapter. But the brothers voted that 
no particular emergency existed, and that the Chapter at 
Columbia, if any, must be established by petition in the 
regular way. 

It finally remained for a newcomer to the University 
to make the venture and see it ripen to success. In 1879 
there transferred from Rutgers College a young man 
who had been initiated into the Delta the year before, 
Richard A. Anthony. During the previous year he had 
been thoroughly imbued with the spirit of Zeta Psi, and 
when he found himself in an institution in which his 
fraternity had no chapter he was afflicted by a sense of 
incalculable loss. His disappointment was soon tempered 
by an increasing determination that "the Mountain should 
come to Mohamet" and that he would bring Zeta Psi to 
Columbia. 

By a fortunate chance a close friend of his, Walter G. 
Eliot, was at the time a post-graduate student in the 
school of mines; it was Eliot who was later on to have 
a large share in steering the young Chapter through the 
first difficult years and seeing it firmly established at the 
University. 

But at first Anthony worked alone. His initial act was 
to comb the University for Zetes from other colleges, 
and it was rewarded by finding six: John S. R. Kennedy 
of the Pi, a special student in the school of mines, ' 8 1 ; 
Everett Mallory Culver, Delta '78; William Kelly 
Simpson, Psi '76; Condict Walker Cutler, Delta 'fQ; 
and George Dubois Parmly, Omicron '76; all of the 
medical school, and John T . Halliday, Pi '74, in the 
law school. They all enthusiastically pledged their sup
port to Anthony's undertaking, and a meeting was called 
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on November I, 1879. At the invitation of another 
brother, Robert C. Clapp, Pi '76, proprietor of the Ross-
more Hotel (later the Metropole), located on Broadway 
near Forty-second Street, the meeting was held at his 
hostelry. 

In the meantime four other young Zetes had been 
found who were eager for the undertaking and pledged 
their help: E . B. Crane, Pi '70; J. K. Hall, Pi '76; H. C. 
Jennings, Pi '79, and Max Schwerin, Jr., Theta '70. 

The result of the meeting was a petition, dated the 
20th of November, which was forwarded to the acting 
Phi Alpha, William Lyman Otis, Pi '74. It had been 
endorsed by nearly forty prominent Zetes, a precaution 
which materially increased the prospects of success. The 
Grand Chapter granted the petition on the 4th of De
cember, and the installation was set for the 12th at the 
Sturtevant House, to be followed by a banquet at the 
Cafe Brunswick. It will thus be seen that barely six 
weeks elapsed between the first meeting and the instal
lation, a triumph of effective organization and execution, 
the credit for which should largely belong to Anthony. 
In recognition of his efforts he was elected the first Phi 
of the new Mu Chapter, as it was then called. (The 
Grand Chapter in 1882 sanctioned the change of the 
Chapter letter from Mu to Alpha.) 

It is also worthy of note that at this installation the 
first man was initiated into the new Chapter. He was 
John Fletcher Duffield, a graduate of Princeton, whose 
father was one of the bitterest opponents of the frater
nity system. At that time Duffield was studying in the 
medical school, whence he was graduated with the highest 
honors, and lived to reflect the highest credit upon his 

[492] 



Alpha Chapter 
profession and his fraternity. History does not record 
whether or not his father, Professor Duffield, ever lived 
to change his mind regarding his son's unorthodox action 
in joining Zeta Psi. 

It is also interesting to record that the most brilliant of 
the founders of the Chapter was George D. Pa only, also 
a graduate of Princeton in '76, a famous athlete, who 
met a tragic death in 1889, but not before he had at
tained fame in his chosen field of medicine. 

The second meeting, which was not held until the 14th 
of February, 1880, should be marked with a red letter, 
for it saw the initiation of Eliot, the warm friend of 
Anthony, whose name has been already mentioned. For 
many years he watched over the Chapter with solicitous 
and almost maternal care, at the same time devoting 
much of his time to the affairs of the Fraternity at large. 
He is was who was active in the founding of the Chapters 
at Yale, Harvard, and Brown, and the establishment of 
the Zeta Psi Club. While he was a student at Columbia 
most of the active work of guiding the destiny of the 
infant Chapter fell upon his willing shoulders. In later 
life he served faithfully both his fraternity and his city, 
the latter in a number of capacities. His death, on May 
3, 193 r, took from the Alpha and from Zeta Psi a dis
tinguished figure and a friend of rare enthusiasm and 
loyalty. 

At first, meetings were held more or less irregularly, 
but between times the new brothers were active in seek
ing out new material. This was done with the utmost 
secrecy, for the existence of Zeta Psi at Columbia was 
then not known, owing to a desire on the part of the 
brothers to establish themselves firmly before entering 
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the open field of competition with their older rivals. In 
fact, it was not until after two years that Zeta Psi came 
forth into the light of day, no longer a struggling infant, 
but a strong, lusty adolescent, who in a short space of 
time had learned, child-like, to know what it wanted— 
and generally to get it, much to the consternation of the 
old established fraternities. The roster of the Frater
nity contains a galaxy of stars—famous doctors, lawyers, 
professors, athletes, amateur actors, soldiers, authors, 
and archeologists, whose names and accomplishments 
deserve more than passing mention. 

The first home of the Chapter was in some rented 
rooms at 1481 Broadway, the future site of the New 
York Times Building. At the end of four months these 
were vacated in favor of quarters nearer the college, in 
order to insure more success in rushing. These rooms 
were at 104 West Forty-second Street. Brother Ruford 
Franklin, '86, tells us that they "were at once handsomely 
furnished with a stout table, decorated with a red cloth-
cover; and quite a number of serviceable chairs of plain 
and severe architecture. A beautiful ingrain rug spread 
its attractiveness upon the fine, hard floor." Rushing par
ties were inaugurated, and prospective Zetes were roy
ally entertained at the homes of some of the brothers. 
"Neophytes who attended these gatherings pictured the 
home of the Chapter as being equal in elegance and 
effect, with lackeys and luxury abounding. But if those 
initiated at this time—and many of them became and 
still are most ardent Zetes—felt any regret at the bare 
aspect of their fraternal home, no evidence was ever 
manifested." 

In October of 1883 another move was made, this time 
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to 15 West Forty-second Street, opposite flic old Reser
voir, which is now the site of the New York Public 
Library. The rooms were furnished more attractively; 
as an innovation the chapter room, unknown to the land
lord, was painted the color of midnight. 

Rut even better things were in store. In 1BM the /.eta 
Pst Club opened a house at 24 East Thirty-fifth Street, 
and offered the Alpha a home which afforded the 
brothers a splendid opportunity to keep in touch with the 
many frequenters of the Club, both Elders and "actives," 
from other chapters. Brother Fliot has recorded one 
noteworthy incident—the visit from Sergeant (after
wards Inspector) Cross of the ''Tenderloin" district. 
Hearing of the unusual sounds emanating from the 
clubhouse at frequent intervals and unearthly hours, he 
investigated. Entering in full uniform unannounced he 
found himself in the midst of a reception and initiation. 
To use his own words he "came to scoff but remained to 
pray." In other words, he was so warmly welcomed and 
hospitably treated that he went his way some hours later 
warmed in the cockles of his heart, and declared that he 
wished all the so-called nuisances in the "Tenderloin" 
were as harmless as this. He wanted to become a Zete, 
and invited the crowd to visit the precinct and see a mid
night roll-call and change of watch, which many did. 

For just about twelve yrear$ the Alpha followed the 
fortunes of the Club as it moved from one location to 
another—8 West Twenty-ninth Street, 44 West Thirty-
second Street and 148 West Thirty-fourth Street. Quot
ing again from Brother Eliot, "Like most social organi
zations the career of the Chapter has not been uncheck-
ered. There were times when the furniture was sparse 
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and plain, and when the solitary stove stood for six days 
in the week too proud to bum coal, and, like Mulberry 
Sellers', was content to radiate the candlelight in its 
bowels through red glass doors. Only the genial pres
ence of the members on meeting nights served to rouse it 
successfully to a higher sense of duty. At other periods 
the Chapter would adjourn in a body to boxes at the 
theatres or a launch to follow the races on the river." 

From 1888 to 1891 the Chapter went through a crisis 
produced by general laxness on the part of the Elders 
and "actives" alike. Meetings were infrequent, the 
rooms were not kept up, and the administration was lax. 
But it turned out to be the blackness before the dawn. 
With the advent of August Zinsser, Charles A. Valadier, 
John McClintock, and George Vassar the affairs of the 
Alpha took an upward leap—the administration was 
tightened, and more and more candidates became broth
ers. The credit for the upward trend of the Alpha's 
fortunes must also be shared with Brother D. Homer 
Bates, '89. It was at about this time that the Chapter 
was lodged at 16 East 42nd Street. 

Perhaps the most enjoyable period of the Chapter's 
life up to this time was during the three years between 
1894 and 1897, when it had quarters on the third floor 
of 394 Fifth Avenue. The broad front windows looked 
down upon the ever-changing parade on the Avenue; at 
tea hour the quarters were a rendezvous for countless 
brothers who used to drop in on their way uptown. 
Buffet luncheons and monthly Elders' smokers added to 
the gaiety of life at the Alpha, 

Meantime the University had moved from its down
town site to the magnificent tract on Morningside 
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Heights. It was with reluctance that the rooms on Fifth 
Avenue were eventually given up in order to allow the 
"actives"' to keep in closer touch with college affairs; the 
Chapter leased a house at 238 West 123rd Street from 
1897 t o 1R99· when it took an apartment overlooking 
the new campus at 417 West 118th Street, There was 
an inevitable falling off of Klders' visits, for the trip was 
a long and arduous one before the days of subways: but 
it was felt that what was lost in one direction was com
pensated for in another, for some of the "actives" were 
now able to live at the house, and no matter what the 
hour, visiting Klders would be always sure to find a wel
come waiting for them. The "actives," too, benefited 
from the closer association of living under the same 
roof, and the morale of the Chapter was materially 
increased. 

Meantime Brother Eliot was actively talking plans for 
a house that would fill the needs of the Alpha. Prelim
inary plans were made by a committee headed by Brother 
Albert Buchman, Ρ si 'jq, the famous architect who has 
done much for Zeta Psi. But although some money was 
raised and enthusiasm was at a high pitch, it was decided 
to wait for a while longer rather than to act hastily and 
spend the money in a house that would not fill all the 
needs of the Chapter. The "new house" was talked and 
dreamed of for many ensuing years, during which the 
Alpha moved from pillar to post, sometimes finding 
more comfortable quarters elsewhere, once refused the 
renewal of the lease by an irate landlord who objected 
to noise, and once almost forcibly dislodged when the 
building which they were occupying was razed to make 
way for an apartment house. But in spite of these many 
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vicissitudes the Alpha prospered, and held the position 
which she had won for herself at Columbia. 

The dream of a house of its own was not realized until 
1916. when, as the result of a strenuous campaign, a 
bouse was» purchased at 546 West 114th Street. A great 
deal of the credit for the enterprise should be given 
to Brother James Allison, "to, who not only contributed 
gene few s>!y «nit of his own pocket, but also persuaded 
hi* uncle, Dr. James B, Clemens, Teu 'S3, to become 
an honorary member of the Alpha and a liberal contribu
tor to the fund. The Chapter is at last adequately housed, 
after having occupied nineteen different homes in differ
ent quarters of the city before the dream came true. 

The World War affected Columbia as it did other in
stitution» of the country: when the United States entered 
the War the Alpha had a chapter of twenty-three men 
and seven pledges, A month later all that was left was 
nine "actives" and three pledges, and of the nine seven 
were freshmen. Those who of necessity were left behind 
because of age or disability "carried on," and brought the 
Chapter through the storm. Meantime sixty-four men 
from the Alpha were in active service, in addition to 
those who trained at college with the S. A. T. C , and 
did not have an opportunity to leave. The house was 
closed. 

The Alpha had its share of casualties. Of the sixty-
four, one met a glorious death on the second day of the 
St. Mihiel offensive, when his patrol was attacked by a 
large number of German planes. Philip E. Hassinger, 
Ί 4 , died fighting, but not before he had accounted for 
two of the enemy planes. Three others were severely 
wounded: Ferdinand G. von Kummer, Ί 6 , at Chateau 
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Thierry; Amory V. Eliot. Ί 8 , the son of the man who 
had been such an ever-present help to the Alpha in clays 
gone by. was wounded and gassed severely at Fismettc 
and Ba/oches, and was awarded the D. S. C fur his 
heroism; Lieutenant R. M. Saville, Ί 8 , was wounded in 
the Argonne. 

And the Alpha is still "carrying on," She has behind 
her a wealth of tradition, and a glorious band of alumni, 
noted for their good fellowship and their achievement. 
On January 29, 1 <).!*>, over a hundred Zetes gathered at 
the University Club to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary 
of the Chapter. 

The Alpha needs the support of these alumni. The 
fraternity chapter in a large city is handicapped, contrary 
to popular belief, by the distractions of city life and the 
usually small number of actives who live in the house; 
the city chapter needs her Elders even more than her 
sister more fortunately located in a small college town. 
It is the Alpha's alumni who have made her, and it is 
they who hold her future in their hands. 
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Alpha Psi 

THE year 1921 marked the centennial celebration of 
the founding of McGill University. For although 

the will of the Honorable James McGill, a wealthy fur 
trader whose death occurred in 1S11, provided for the 
bequest of his estate to "The Royal Institution for the 
Advancement of Learning," it was not until a decade 
later that all the legal knots in his testament were un
raveled sufficiently to permit the issuance of a Royal 
Charter incorporating the embryo institution as "McGill 
College." As such it passed through a slow and precari
ous period of incubation until the year 1829, when it 
took a stronger lease on life through its absorption of 
the Montreal School of Medicine, which became the 
"Medical Faculty." To use a homely figure, the tail for 
many years threatened to wag the dog; even today the 
College of Medicine is one of McGill's proudest boasts. 
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But with the years came the gradual addition of other 
colleges, until at the present time the University is com
posed of eleven separate departments. But the early 
prominence of the "Medical Faculty" is significant in 
view of the fact that Zeta Psi, in its early days at the 
University, was composed almost exclusively of medical 
students, and the archives of the Alpha Psi are blazoned 
with the names of illustrious physicians and surgeons in 
every rank of civil and military life. 

In 1879 Zeta Psi had entered Toronto as the pioneer 
Greek letter fraternity in Canada. The zealous brothers 
of the Theta Xi immediately conceived the idea of found
ing a sister chapter at their rival university. The project 
was brought to the official attention of the Fraternity 
as early as 1880, when the Grand Chapter met at its 
Thirty-third Annual Convention in Philadelphia. The 
Theta Xi was authorized to appoint a committee to in
vestigate the situation at Montreal and report at the next 
convention. But in those days there was but a slender 
thread of communication between the two institutions, 
and the hopes of the Theta Xi might have thus been 
thwarted for many years had it not been for the for
tuitous chance which took Robert Fulford Ruttan from 
Toronto in 1881 to pursue his medical studies at McGill. 
The connecting link was thus established, for Ruttan, 
though not a "Zete," numbered among his intimate 
friends many of the active chapter at "Varsity," who 
commissioned hirri to lay the groundwork for the foun
dation of a chapter in Montreal. The following year he 
was joined at McGill by his friend, D. J. G. Wishart, 
Theta Xi '82, and together the two succeeded, after 
painstaking care, in collecting about them a small group 
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of congenial fellow medical students who were intent on 
petitioning the Grand Chapter for a charter: Charles 
Ernest Cameron, '83; Wyatt Gait Johnston, '84; Charles 
Ernest Gooding, "84; Jacques Herbert Darey, '85; Alex
ander Bryson Osborne, '86; William George Henry, 
'83, and John Henry Young Grant, '86. 

The petitioners had set for themselves an ambitious 
goal: representation at the Thirty-sixth Annual Conven
tion, to be held in Boston on January 4, 1883, in spite of 
the fact that the petition was not forwarded until the 
early part of December. In the face of seemingly im
possible obstacles the petitioners set to work, first enlist
ing the aid of Brother Henry Brock, Theta Xi 'Si, then 
editor of the Zeta Psi Monthly, and Brother D. Cady 
Gere, Gamma 'fg, then Alpha Sigma Alpha. These two 
succeeded in obtaining a favorable vote from all the 
chapters, and also, when it became known that the Grand 
Officers would not be able to make the journey to Mon
treal before the Convention, prevailed upon the Phi 
Alpha to allow Brock to found the new chapter in his 
name. 

On the morning of January 3, 1883, Brothers Brock 
and A. B. Cameron (then Phi of the Theta Xi) arrived 
in Montreal; in the afternoon the installation took place: 
and the following day the new x^lpha Psi Chapter, rep
resented by two fledgling brothers, C, E. Cameron and 
Ruttan, was acclaimed at Young's Hotel, in Boston, by 
the assembled Grand Chapter. 

Such was the speed with which the new chapter was 
ushered into the world. The exigencies of the occasion 
did not admit of lavish or formal preparations for the 
event. A small office over a detective agency at 214 St. 
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James Street was hastily rented for the occasion. The 
furnishings, we are told, consisted of "a well worn sec
ond-hand carpet, six cheap and sticky chairs, and an ob
long box, of funereal aspect, which, by the way, served as 
an excellent buffet later in the day." Only five neophytes 
saw the light on that winter afternoon: C. E. Cameron, 
R. F. Ruttan, A. B. Osborne, W. G. Johnston, and C. E. 
Gooding. Cameron was elected the first Phi. 

The fact that all the charter members of the Chapter 
were medical students accounts for the fact that during 
the first few years of its existence the Alpha Psi chose its 
neophytes almost exclusively from the "Medical Fac
ulty," as the Medical College is known. But there was a 
wealth of material, and Zeta Psi had no rivals. Before 
the expiration of many months the Chapter roll had been 
increased to fifteen picked men, all congenial spirits, who 
spent what little spare time they had in the office over 
the detective agency, which they had managed to equip as 
a chapter room. As a matter of fact the "spare time" 
available resolved itself into Saturday nights, when, at 
the mystic hour of ten-thirty, the Chapter convened. 
Literary exercises were followed by a "substantial sup
per" and by "roaring choruses" and all-night sessions 
which are duly recorded in the annals. The snooping 
sleuths below made but one effort to penetrate the mys
teries of the secret shrine; the unceremonious ejection 
of one of the force, more curious than his fellows, ended 
active inquiry, but not speculation, on the part of 
the tenants beneath. 

It will be difficult for brothers of chapters in the 
United States fully to appreciate the difficulties which 
confronted the Alpha Psi Chapter in its early years. 
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Greek letter fraternities were unknown at McGill, and 
ignorance of the subject on the part of the faculty and 
students bred suspicion and distrust of any secret organ
izations. For this reason the members of the Alpha Psi 
made every effort to keep the existence of the Chapter a 
secret, but it soon began to be whispered about that cer
tain medical students had banded themselves together in 
a fraternal organization, the purpose of which, though 
unknown, was universally assumed to be hostile to the 
best interests of the rest of the student body. It was not 
an unnatural supposition that the society existed solely for 
the purpose of controlling the class organization, to fur
ther the ambitions of its unknown members, and to hatch 
fell designs against those who were "beyond the pale." 
This antagonism, always smoldering and at times burst
ing into volcanic eruption, continued for many years. 

In the meantime, the Alpha Psi, unruffled, pursued the 
even tenor of its existence, picking its members from the 
men most prominent in the University, both in scholar
ship and athletics. By a policy of laissez faire in the Uni
versity and by the sheer merit of the men who comprised 
the Alpha Psi, this latent antagonism was finally over
come, an antagonism prompted largely through the 
jealousy of those who had not been fortunate enough to 
be elected "Zites," as the members of the Alpha Psi were 
called. 

It was during the second year that rumors of the new 
secret society became rife. A mysterious charm was pres
ent in a situation where campus gossip concerned itself 
chiefly with endeavoring to prove the existence of the 
society and the identity of its members. To be suspected 
of being a "Zite" meant preclusion from holding a class 
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office, but suspicions never amounted to proof until the 
occasion of the election of Brother J. M. Elder, '85, to 
the office of president of the Annual Medical Dinner. A 
few days after the election he was charged with being 
a "Zite." At an emergency meeting hurriedly called for 
the purpose Elder was deposed from office, 'mid a flow 
of vituperation, and another president elected. The 
minority vote indicated to the University at large the 
identity of the members of the ostracized society. Despite 
this fact the location of the Chapter room was maintained 
a strict secret for some time to come. 

From the first, the roster of the Alpha Psi contained 
the names of many students who attained unusual dis
tinction, not only on the athletic field, but also in the class
room. The Holmes and Sutherland Gold Medals, both 
high scholastic awards, were repeatedly won by members 
of the Chapter, while it was not an unusual thing for a 
full third of the football team to be made up of Zetes. 
Space does not permit the chronicling of various indi
vidual achievements, nor the painstaking labors of a suc
cession of worthy Phis who guided the infant chapter 
through its early precarious existence. The net result 
was an increased respect evidenced by the rest of the stu
dent body toward the new secret society, although dim 
mutterings could still be heard in several quarters, mut-
terings which on at least one subsequent occasion to be 
chronicled hereafter assumed the proportions of a well-
organized revolt against the Chapter. 

During its second year the Chapter occupied quarters 
in a large unused Masonic hall having two ante-rooms. 
Initiations took on a more formal character and were 
conducted in full evening dress with complete regalia 
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presented to the Chapter by the officers. It is interesting 
to note that this was the first instance of the use of 
regalia by any of the chapters. 

The brothers later met with varying fortunes when it 
came to obtaining quarters. At times the meetings were 
forced to take place in the various rooms of the mem
bers ; at other times adequate rooms were found. In the 
late fall of 1884 the Alpha Psi was quartered at the 
northeast corner of St. Catherine Street and McGill Col
lege Avenue, where it remained until the fall of 1886, 
when it returned to the Masonic hall occupied during the 
second year, on the northwest corner of St. Catherine and 
Mansfield streets. In the fall of 1889 the Chapter moved 
to rooms over the Bank of Montreal on St. Catherine 
Street. The main attractions of the location seem to have 
been a German School in the rear, a bowling alley above, 
and a German Club beneath, all of which combined to 
rival the vocal activities of the ambitious brothers. The 
next abode was located on St. Lawrence Main Street, 
which seems to have been characterized by "Oriental easi
ness and display." This, however, gave way the follow
ing year (1893-1894) to the more sober and sedate 
atmosphere of a flat on St. Catherine Street, between 
Drummond and Mountain streets. Here the Chapter 
remained until the year 1900-1901, when a house was 
rented at 766 Sherbrooke Street. The occupation of an 
entire house marked a distinct step in the progress of the 
Alpha Psi. The step was made practically necessary by 
the advent of a second Greek letter fraternity to the 
University. Five years later, still another move was made 
to a rented house at 155 University Street (subsequently 
renumbered 685). The agitation for a house owned by 
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the Chapter was now steadily gaining headway; the great 
War, however, interposed a necessary delay in the plans» 
and it was not until 1925 that the magnificent new Memo
rial Chapter House, dedicated to the men of Alpha Psi 
who gave their lives in the War, was finally occupied. 

The record of the Chapter, distinguished in so many 
and varying fields of activity, was never so brilliant as 
when a call to arms made a demand upon the patriotism 
of its members. From the reading of the archives one 
gains a distinct impression that the instantaneous response 
to volunteer military duty has always been dictated by 
something more than youthful exuberance and love of 
adventure. The members of the Alpha Psi seem never 
to have forgotten that they were not only British sub
jects but also Zetes, and the Fraternity can on that 
account perhaps be justified in taking an inordinate pride 
in the brilliant military exploits of its Canadian brothers. 

As early as 1885 the first call came, when a serious in
surrection among the half-breeds of the Canadian North
west, led by Louis Riel, resulted in the hurried despatch 
of five thousand soldiers to quell the disorder. The expe
dition included in its numbers five members of the Alpha 
Psi, in addition to two men who were later initiated into 
the Chapter. At Battleford, Brothers Worthington and 
Bradley met eleven members of the Theta Xi. A meet
ing extraordinary was hastily convened in an abandoned 
shack; the business consisted in appointing a committee 
to erect a cairn on the banks of the Battle River and 
instructing the secretary to communicate with the two 
chapters with a view to having the minutes duly inscribed 
(see Alpha Psi Minutes, November 1, 1885). Thirteen 
proved to be a lucky number, for all of them returned 
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safely, in spite of the fact that the late brother Worth-
ington, Alpha Psi '86, heroically risked his life under fire 
to rescue a Catholic priest, wounded and marooned in 
a shack. For this extraordinary bravery Brother Worth-
ington received special mention in the dispatches. 

The fifth anniversary of the founding of the Chapter 
marked a radical departure from tradition, for in 1888 a 
definite policy was formulated to pick prospective Zetes 
from all departments of the University rather than to 
confine the membership almost exclusively to medical 
students. 

Another policy of the Chapter—to refrain from run
ning men for the class offices—had meanwhile borne good 
fruit, for the same year saw the election of two Zetes 
to the presidencies of their respective classes, a significant 
tribute to the Fraternity from the student body. But 
unfortunately it proved to be only the calm before the 
storm. 

The signal for the final anti-Zete uprising was a speech 
by the valedictorian of the medical class of 1892. In 
unsparing language, not devoid of rhetorical flourish, he 
denounced the presence of Zeta Psi at McGill, singling 
out for attack especially the Elders on the faculty. The 
Canadian press at once took up the fight, pro and con. 
The Toronto Empire of April 6, 1892, expressed itself 
thus: "The Canadian undergraduate has, fortunately per
haps, for himself, sufficient difficulty in obtaining the 
necessities of student life without launching out into the 
luxuries and extravagances of the scions of opulent fami
lies across the border." Everybody was interviewed, and 
everybody expressed himself. The Dean received an 
anonymous letter. "Here we have the whole thing," he 
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is reported to have announced. "The members wear a 
medal of silver and gold, generally worn in the bosom, 
and suspended by blue and pink ribbons from the neck. 
. . . The sign of greeting is to place two forefingers 
of the right hand so as to cover the left corner of the 
mouth, and draw them across the chin. This," he added, 
"is evidently written by one who knows." 

The sentiment against secret societies gradually died 
a natural death. A chapter of Alpha Delta Phi, estab
lished at McGill in 1897, was welcomed warmly by the 
Zetes. By 1902 six Greek letter fraternities were estab
lished at the University. While compelling the Zetes 
to indulge in active rushing—an occupation not known 
in the older days when they held the field alone—the 
other fraternities have never impaired the prestige which 
the Alpha Psi has always enjoyed at Montreal. For 
many years Zeta Psi was the only fraternity at the Uni
versity which did not pledge men, nor was there any 
necessity for so doing. In conformity with this policy 
the Chapter refused to take part in several movements, 
instituted by other fraternities, to form an interfrater-
nity council, the purpose of which would have been to 
control rushing activities. In 1910 Zeta Psi did join such 
a council with the understanding that no rushing rules 
would be discussed by the newly formed organization; 
but in 1922 the Fraternity, as senior member of this In-
terfraternity Council, thought it expedient to give in with 
good grace to the demand of the other fraternities for 
a rushing agreement. 

The Boer War was the occasion of the enlistment of 
six brothers from the Alpha Psi, all of whom saw dis
tinguished service in South Africa. And as in Riel's Re-
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bellion in 1885, Fate again threw the Theta Xi and Alpha 
Psi together as companions in arras: again, as formerly, 
the connecting bond between the brothers was fittingly 
symbolized, though in this case there was no cairn to 
mark the site of the meeting. But the following note 
appears in the Alpha Psi Bulletin of February 15, 1901: 
"On the 31st of December, on their way home on board 
the Roslyn Castle, in mid-ocean, Osborne, Worthington, 
Irving [all of the Alpha Psi] and McCrae [John Mc-
Crae, Theta Xi '94] watched and sang Aula Lang Syne 
and the Closing Ode, as the ship's bells struck the pass
ing of the old century." 

Unfortunately space does not permit a detailed chron
icle of the individual and collective honors accumulated 
by the Chapter during these years. The ancient Hebrew 
scribe, confronted with the same difficulty, solved it in a 
convenient way which is not ill-suited to the present 
occasion, with certain minor adaptations made necessary 
by the passage of a few thousand years: "And what more 
shall I say?—for the time will fail me if I tell of Per-
cival Molson, Όι , one of the finest athletes and gentle
men that has ever graced the badge; Guy Palmer, '85, 
author of many a famous song and ballad still in current 
use; D. S. Robinson, Ί 1 ; H. P. MacKeen, '14, and H. F. 
Walker, Ί 2 , all of whom were prime movers in the 
founding of the McGill Daily; Ernest L. Smith, Ί 2 , 
who, though an invalid since his freshman year, from 
his bedside wielded a tremendous influence in the affairs 
of the Chapter, and is further known as the co-author of 
the famous poem, "The Voyage of the Good Ship, Alpha 
Psi," which gave such impetus to "The Chapter House 
Scheme" that results would have been produced by 1914 
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had it not been for the advent of the War ; George 
Hodgson, '15, who hung up four new records in swim
ming at the Olympic Games at Stockholm; W. Harvey-
Smith, '92, past president of the British Medical Associa
tion and one of the prime movers in the establishment 
of the Pi Epsilon Chapter at the University of Manitoba; 
Kenneth Cameron, '87, and C. P. Howard, '97, who 
wielded profound interest in the Chapter and were both 
Phi Alphas; Gordon H. Blackader, '05, whose design for 
a chapter house shortly before the outbreak of the Great 
War has been recognized by the naming in his memory 
of a room in the new chapter house, which he did not sur
vive to see; and Fred. Fisher, Ί 6 , the first Canadian to 
win the V. C. in the Great War ; all of whom (to continue 
with the Scribe) through faith subdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteousness (and occasional harmless unright
eousness) , obtained promises (which few neophytes were 
loath to give), stopped the mouths of lions (and anti-
fraternity agitators), quenched the power of fire (as 
witnessed by the volunteer "Hook and Ladder Brigade 
of 1909," which performed great deeds of prowess with 
a mistaken sense of zeal), escaped the edge of the sword, 
from weakness were made strong, waxed mighty in war, 
turned to flight armies of aliens—which brings us to the 
fateful year, 1914. 

At the very outset of the war thirty brothers, ten 
"actives" and twenty Elders, were accepted for service; 
before the end of the year fifty-nine brothers were al
ready overseas, eighteen of them "actives.'1 But though 
the Chapter during the war never numbered more than a 
handful, it carried on. After 1916 no man was initiated 
who was of age and physically fit for service. Statistics 
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at this time show that ninety per cent of the members 
during the past ten years were in active service. Suspen
sion of fraternity activities, which had been made neces
sary at the Theta Xi, constantly stared the Alpha Psi in 
the face; for financial reasons the old house was aban
doned in favor of an apartment at No. 26, the Cavendish, 
on Sherbrooke Street, which resembled an armed camp 
more than clubrooms. The neophytes were largely re
cruited from those who had already seen service in 
France and had either been invalided home or sent back 
for further instruction. With the addition of new mem
bers a house again became possible, and the Chapter 
moved to a house at 297 Prince Arthur Street. Every 
member of the active chapter drilled with the McGill 
Battalion. 

Of all the war activities perhaps none has more interest 
for the Fraternity than the Number 3 Canadian General 
Hospital (McGill), organized by Brother Colonel H. 
S. Birkett, '86. Under his command a hospital of one 
thousand and forty beds was established in France. Not 
only was the personnel made up entirely of McGill men, 
but under Brother Birkett there served twelve members 
of the Alpha Psi, including a Colonel, a Major, and six 
Captains. In Europe the unit was joined by Brother 
Colonel John McCrae, Theta Xi 'gq, who, while in 
France, penned the immortal poem "In Flanders Fields." 

And the Memorial Chapter House, dedicated in 1925 
with impressive ceremonies, today stands as a lasting 
monument to the magnificent war record of the Alpha 
Psi, a record which shows seventy-five casualties, of 
which twenty-seven were killed; two hundred and one 
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brothers in active service, on whom were bestowed forty-
nine decorations, including the first Victoria Cross 
awarded to a Canadian in the Great War. 

The University cherishes two other memorials to 
members of Zeta Psi: the Percival Molson Memorial 
Stadium, dedicated in 1920, which was built mainly by 
funds bequeathed by Brother Molson for that purpose; 
and a stained-glass window unveiled in 1922 in the Medi
cal Building as a memorial to three "Zete" Lieutenant-
Colonels, John McCrae, Theta Xi 'g4; R. P. Campbell, 
Alpha Psi Όι, and Η. Β. Yates, Alpha Psi ' p j . 

The spirit of the Chapter, so splendid in war, has con
tinued to hold the Alpha Psi to its high standard in times 
of peace. Zetes continue, as always, to hold preeminent 
positions in every form of college activity. In 1930 
Brother D'Arcy Doherty was captain of the Senior Rugby 
team, while brother Zetes captained also both the Inter
mediate and Junior teams. The scholastic standing, too, 
has improved to such an extent that in 1929-30 the Chap
ter was second in the interfraternity contest for the 
Scholarship Shield. In that same year, too, the Phi, 
Brother Henri Lafleur, was awarded a Rhodes Scholar
ship. Finally, the numerical strength of the active chapter 
has increased until, after the initiations in the fall of 
1930, it consisted of forty-five men, a record for recent 
years. 

It is this same spirit of the Alpha Psi which inspired 
the author of a chapter letter during the darkest days 
of the W a r : "The old Alpha Psi may possibly, if the 
war is a prolonged one, experience the same honorable 
fate as did the Carolina Chapter during the American 

[513] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
Civil War. But even should this take place, and should 
she be inactive at McGill, Alpha Psi will still uphold her 
reputation by being the strongest, largest, and most active 
chapter in the whole of Europe." 
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CHAPTER XXXVII 

Nu 

TH E Nu enjoys the unique distinction of being the 
only chapter located in a technical school. During 

the early days of expansion Zeta Psi adopted the policy of 
establishing its chapters in colleges and universities which 
granted the A.B. degree, though in cases -where the insti
tution included professional schools many of the chap
ters initiated men who were not students in the liberal 
arts course. In 1865, however, a departure was made 
with the establishment of the Pi at Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, but the chapter there was abandoned in. 1893. 
Two other attempts of like character—the old Gamma 
at Georgia Military Institute and another chapter of the 
same name at Annapolis—were foredoomed to even a 
speedier fate. The Nu alone survives today. 

The Case School of Applied Science owes its existence 
and name to the generosity of a wealthy and public-
spirited resident of Cleveland, Leonard Case, who in 
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1876 executed a trust of about two million dollars as an 
endowment for a technical school. The body of the trust 
consisted of a large amount of land located near the heart 
of the city; the tremendous appreciation in the value of 
the property has assured to the school a substantial and 
steady income, which has since been augmented by further 
gifts and bequests from other sources. 

The school opened modestly in 1881 in the former 
residence of Mr. Case on Rockwell Avenue pending the 
completion of the new plant on the present site of the 
school on Euclid Avenue. The main building became 
available in 1885, when the activities of the school were 
transferred from the Case residence to more adequate 
quarters. By this time the enrollment had materially in
creased, and the school seemed assured of a prosperous 
and useful existence. 

As early as 1882 some of the better known national 
fraternities were on the ground, looking the situation 
over. It so happened that Brother John Eisenmann, 
Xi 'ji, was professor of engineering and drawing, 
and he saw at Case a promising opening for the founda
tion of a chapter of his fraternity. Accordingly, in 1884, 
he broached the subject to one of the students, Daniel 
R. Warmington. Warmington was enthusiastic about the 
idea and soon gathered about him five of his friends as 
a nucleus for the proposed chapter. 

Another auspicious factor in the situation was the pres
ence in Cleveland of several influential Zetes, chief 
among them Liberty E. Holden, Xi 'tf, then Phi Alpha 
of the Fraternity. He lent his favor to the project, and 
interested the Xi at Ann Arbor, the nearest Zete chapter 
to Cleveland. The cause was further aided by Brothers 
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J. E. Ensign, Xi '74, and J. D. Ketchum, Pi '73, also 
residents of Cleveland. Under the guidance of these 
Elders a petition was prepared, signed by the six mem
bers of Warmington's group, and sponsored by ten of the 
Cleveland alumni. This was in May, 1884. 

The active Xi Chapter at once interested itself, and on 
the 27th of May sent a committee, composed of T . J. 
Ballinger, '87, and John E. Mills, '87, to investigate. A 
meeting was held at the Kennard House, on Twenty-
eighth Street. The Xi investigators must have been most 
favorably impressed, for on the 5th of the following 
month the Xi Chapter unanimously voted to favor the 
petition. 

The favor of the Xi, Brother Holden, and the Cleve
land Elders resulted in the granting of the petition by 
the Fraternity on October 25, 1884. For a time it seemed 
that the dissenting vote of one chapter might defeat the 
well laid plans, but through the influence of the Xi the 
vote was reconsidered. 

The Xi played a further part in the history of the Nu 
when it acted the host to the petitioners the following 
month and on Thanksgiving Day, 1884, officially initiated 
four of them—Daniel Rhodes Warmington, George 
Henry Gardner, William Alfred Neff, and Frank How
ard Neff. The two other petitioners, Louis E. Ritter and 
William L. Merriam, were unable to make the trip and 
were later initiated in Cleveland. While they do not offi
cially rank, therefore, as charter members, they are in 
justice entitled to the honor, since they Avere both mem
bers of the petitioning group from its beginning. Then-
initiation took place at the West Side Odd Fellows' Hall 
on December 13th, and was one of the first acts of the 
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newly constituted chapter. The chapter letter Nu was not 
granted to the group until the next annual convention of 
the Fraternity, held at Easton on January i, 1886. 

As the Nu was the first chapter of any Greek letter fra
ternity to be established at Case, its members at once 
assumed a unique importance in the School. And the 
fact that it flourished for eleven years without competi
tion added still further to its strength. With the aid of 
the Cleveland Elders a suite of apartments was rented; 
the location in the Heyse Block was conveniently near 
the old Case home, where the School was still carrying 
on its activities. But the removal to the new building in 
1885 caused the Zetes to move their quarters nearer the 
center of life, and in September of 1886 they rented 
apartments in Fairmount Court, at the corner of Euclid 
Avenue and Fairmount Street. Here they remained for 
six years. 

These six years marked progress for the Nu. To be 
sure, there was no competition, and the Zetes succeeded 
without effort in obtaining the best men. But even in the 
absence of stimulating rivalry, there are no indications 
that the Chapter rested on its laurels. The Zetes were 
represented in practically every field of extra-curriculum 
activity, and they stood well in scholarship. This good 
standing of the Chapter was due in no small measure to 
the interest of the local Elders, a point stressed in the 
recollections of the members of the Nu at this time. The 
fact deserves to be remembered, to point the moral and 
adorn the tale of the Chapter's subsequent misfortunes. 
With the waning of this interest on the part of the 
Elders came a series of misfortunes which all but swept 
the Nu in later years into the limbo of defunct chapters. 
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But in these days trouble was still a long way ahead. 

There was little financial strain involved in keeping up 
the modest quarters, and the spirit of the members seems 
to have been good. In December, 1892, an experiment 
was tried in the form of renting a house near the campus. 
In theory the plan was excellent, but in its practical work
ing out it proved ineffective. Most of the Zetes lived in 
Cleveland and hence were unwilling or unable to live in 
the house; practically all of the others lived so near to 
the city that it was possible for them to go home for 
week-ends. Not only was there no appreciable gain in 
promoting chapter spirit, but the financial burden in main
taining the house as merely clubrooms proved to be too 
great. 

Accordingly, in 1894, the lease was given up. The 
Chapter was in debt as the result of its experiment, and 
a regime of strict economy followed. The alumni, it 
is true, had paid off the debt on the house, but the moral 
obligation to the Elders who had dug down into their 
own pockets was as pressing as any legal claim could be. 
Therefore meetings were held for a time in the various 
rooms of the members. Soon, however, it was found 
possible to move back to Fairmount Court. 

But the advent of other fraternities made it seem 
imperative that the Nu establish itself in better quarters. 
In the autumn of 1895 the Chapter leased for two years 
what has been described as "a charming little house," 
located about three minutes' walk from the campus. 

With the expiration of this lease the Chapter returned 
once more to Fairmount Court. The numbers were small, 
in. keeping -with, the tradition which the Zetes had early 
established at Case. The average delegation at this time 
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was never more than six or less than four. A high degree 
of chapter unity was made possible, and the quality of 
the men initiated represented the best in the School. Two 
names of Nu men who were graduated during the "Nine
ties" deserve special mention: Brother Benedict Crowell, 
'92, the able assistant secretary of war under President 
Wilson, and Sherman W. Schofield, '98, who has done 
more for the Nu Chapter than any other of her grad
uates. To Brother Schofield the Nu owes her existence 
today. Although a member of the Chapter for but one 
year, 1894-1895, he became upon his return to Cleve
land one of the most ardent alumni supporters of his old 
chapter. And when, in after years, the Nu was compelled 
to battle for her very existence against tremendous odds, 
Brother Schofield was the one who fought her battles in 
the councils of the Fraternity. Of which more hereafter. 

Another name should here be mentioned as prominent 
among the Elders who have contributed to the strength 
of the Chapter. In 1898 Brother Frank H . Neff, one 
of the charter members, was appointed professor of civil 
engineering at Case, and ever since that time has asso
ciated himself closely with the Nu. His frequent visits 
to the Fraternity quarters, his popularity with the stu
dents as a whole, and his loyal support of the Chapter 
did much to raise the morale of the brothers. 

On February 8, 1902, an important step was taken in 
the formation of the Zeta Psi Association Company of 
Cleveland. At a banquet at the University Club an 
alumni organization was formed, officers and trustees 
were elected, and plans made for a permanent house 
fund. Through the liberality of the alumni present at 
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this banquet enough money was raised to insure the lease 
of a temporary house on Brandon Street. 

With such an enthusiastic beginning of a good cause, 
it is somewhat surprising to find that during the ensuing 
years a gradual change came over the affairs of the Nu. 
To trace the intricacy of causes which led to the final 
crisis would be impossible, for on these points there is 
much diverse opinion. But two outstanding facts seem to 
be indelibly graven on the brief records of those years. 
In the first place, the Chapter grew careless in its pledg
ing, and an element gradually crept into the house which 
disrupted the Chapter. The undesirables were compara
tively few in number, but their influence was felt even 
more widely on the campus than within the hall of the 
Nu itself. 

The second outstanding factor in the situation was the 
attitude of the alumni. The correspondence dealing with 
this phase of the problem makes dreary and sordid read
ing. There were many Zetes in Cleveland who were 
former members of other chapters; for various reasons 
they were totally out of sympathy with the Nu, and not 
only were they uninterested in the welfare of the Chap
ter, but in many cases they evinced open hostility to the 
continuance of Zeta Psi at Case. 

While it would be futile as well as inadvisable to at
tempt to allocate any blame for the unfortunate situation 
in which the Nu found itself, it can be said with some 
certainty that each of these demoralizing influences 
tended to aggravate the other. The Chapter suffered 
undoubtedly from lack of general alumni support, and 
this deterioration within the Chapter tended more and 
more to prejudice certain alumni against the Nu. Things 
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went from bad to worse. When the Elders of Cleveland 
did succeed in meeting, there was an inevitable division 
into two rival factions, those supporting the Nu and those 
opposed to it. In the face of such a deadlock it was 
inevitable that the Chapter should suffer both in its spirit 
and its own self-respect. Nor was it possible to accom
plish anything in the way of providing adequate quarters 
for the active chapter. 

Within the Chapter itself, several influences, in addi
tion to the one mentioned, were at work. The scholarship 
had fallen below its former high level; there was a nota
ble absence of men from outside the city, a fact which 
tended to weaken the spirit of the Chapter; and, finally, 
the Nu was failing to meet its financial obligations. It 
can readily be seen that if the alumni of Cleveland had 
been able to agree on a policy of putting the Nu on its 
feet, many of these factors of the internal situation might 
have been overcome. But the hostility of many of the 
local alumni from other chapters, and their feeling that 
Zeta Psi should withdraw from Case altogether, made 
any effort at cooperation futile. 

One other cause, which affected the School generally, 
should be mentioned in passing. In 1902 the entrance 
requirements of the School were made more strict. While 
the standard of the School was raised, there was a decided 
falling off in attendance, and a consequent scarcity of 
good fraternity material. That such a commendable move 
on the part of the school authorities should result so dis
astrously is but another illustration of the ironic fate 
which so often overtakes good intentions. To meet the 
situation the requirements were modified in 1909, but not 
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before affairs at the Nu had come to the attention of the 
whole Fraternity. 

At the 1910 Convention the Phi Alpha incorporated in 
his report a survey of conditions at the Nu and recom
mended that either the Chapter be withdrawn or else 
materially strengthened. In keeping with the spirit of 
this report, the Nu was notified by the Fraternity that 
a resolution would be introduced at the next convention 
directing the withdrawal of the charter. A Committee of 
Investigation was appointed, consisting of Brothers Wil
liam L. Chandler, Gamma '06; Daniel R. Warmington, 
Λτ« '8$ (one of the charter members), and William A. 
Comstock, Xi 'gg. This committee made an exhaustive 
survey of every phase of the situation. A questionnaire 
was sent to every member of the Nu Chapter, and to 
every Elder in the vicinity. 

The report of this committee, at the next convention, 
decided the fate of the Chapter. Zeta Psi cast its vote 
to die fighting rather than let one of its chapters come to 
an ignoble end. The resolution was backed up with ac
tion. The Nu was put on probation. Every effort was 
made to procure in Cleveland the necessary alumni super
vision without which it was futile to expect the Chapter 
to "come back." 

The Chapter, with the aid of the alumni, first set about 
cleaning house. Two members of the Chapter were ex
pelled outright; another was suspended for six months. 
An attempt was made to curtail the visits of a few 
undesirable alumni who had had anything but a good 
influence on the active Chapter. By the end of the year 
President Howe, of Case, was able to report a different 
spirit in the Chapter. 
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By the time the Sixty-fifth Convention met in January, 

1912, affairs had taken a decided turn for the better. 
Professor Telleen, of Case, wrote that the Nu "ranks 
among the first in its personnel and general record. 
Nothing in Case life has given me such satisfaction as has 
this decided improvement." But in spite of these favor
able reports, it seemed wise to make the Chapter prove 
itself. As a term of its probation, it was ordered not to 
initiate any new men after June 30, 1912. 

Although this news was a bitter blow to the actives 
who were making a serious effort to put the Nu on its 
feet, the decree was accepted as a challenge rather than 
as a rebuff. The "reform movement" was largely in the 
hands of three men: Herrick H. Dyer, Ί 3 ; John E. 
Maloney, Ί 2 , and Willet B. Ranney, Ί 4 . In the words 
of Brother S. S. Daykin, '14, "It was in 1913, at the 
Chicago Convention, that these men showed the Frater
nity at large that the cause for suspending the Chapter 
at Case had been remedied, and that the Nu Chapter was 
a worthy and deserving member of the brotherly circle. 
Never will the brothers who were active during this 
period forget the pall of doubt and suspense which hung 
over the Chapter during the weeks prior to the conven
tion. Neither will they forget the celebration of relief 
and joy that followed the news which came back to us at 
the close of the Chicago meeting. It was the highest 
tribute and reward that could have been given to the 
brothers for their loyalty and consistent effort to make 
the name of Zeta Psi at Case one which can be said with 
pride in the knowledge of the right to claim it as 'My 
Fraternity'." 

Thus was the crisis passed. The details have been 
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given rather fully, not to cast reflection on the Nu but to 
present some idea of the problem which the Chapter had 
to face and how splendidly the challenge was met Back 
at Cleveland the Zetes were bending every effort to regain 
their rightful place as the oldest fraternity at the School. 
In both sports and literary publications Zeta Psi was rep
resented; the Chapter numbered among its members 
several class officers; three were elected to Sigma Xi, the 
highest scholastic honor in engineering, while the Chap
ter as a unit attained the highest average standing of any 
group in college, whether fraternity or non-fraternity. 
In spite of wretched quarters on East One Hundred First 
Street, Zeta Psi was able to initiate truly representative 
men. 

The record of the Nu's recuperation figures promi
nently in the minutes of contemporary Grand Chapter 
Conventions. By 1914 the Alpha Sigma Alpha was able 
to report considerable progress; the report of the general 
secretary in 1915 deserves to be quoted: 

The record of the Nu during the past year shows definitely 
that she has come back to stay. She has maintained her high 
position in scholarship, and has been very active in college activi
ties. This record shows that the rise of the Nu two years ago 
was not a spurt that was made under pressure, but a real climb 
to a high and prominent position. The president of the Case 
School gives us the assurance that the Nu leads the field at Case 
in every department. 

The World War threatened to interrupt the work that 
had so successfully been undertaken. But the movement 
did not slacken. It is surprising to note that in spite of the 
Chapter's creditable war record, the affairs of the Nu not 
only held their own, but also progressed. The brothers 

[525] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
managed to hold together, and even with the advent of 
the R.O.T.C. at Case, they managed to hold short meet
ings during the mess hour. And, in the fall of 1918, with 
the aid of the alumni under the untiring supervision of 
Brother George M. Potter, Nu '8g, the Chapter pur
chased its first home at 2032 East One Hundred Seventh 
Street. 

In 1919 the Chapter achieved the notable record of 
numbering among its members the presidents of the three 
upper classes, a fact which fairly illustrates the position 
which Zeta Psi had attained at Case. In no small measure 
was the esprit de corps due to the ceaseless efforts of 
Brother Schofield, who contributed generously not only 
of his time, but also of his money. In the language of the 
Phi Alpha in 1920, "The Nu Chapter shows what one 
man can do for a chapter when he really gets to work." 

In May, 1924, the opportunity came to purchase the 
present property of the Nu, located at 2117 Abington 
Road. An arrangement was made whereby the 107th 
Street house was exchanged for this property, and the 
chapter moved into newer and more adequate quarters. 
Until the fall of 1927 the housing situation at Case was 
apparently moving along without any trouble when it was 
suddenly discovered that certain terms laid down by the 
bank holding the mortgage on the house must be met or 
the chapter would be dispossessed. It was necessary to 
raise the sum of $3600 within a few hours' notice. The 
loyalty of the Nu Elders was immediately apparent, and 
a hurried meeting was called. Before the termination of 
this meeting $3600 had been raised in cash. Directly after 
this item had been disposed of the Elders of the chapter 
felt that they could go considerably further and com-
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pletely eradicate the mortgage on the property. Accord
ingly they secured the services of A, H. Motley, Alpha 
Beta '22, who agreed to raise the necessary funds for this 
purpose in a whirlwind campaign in which he was backed 
by all of the Nu Elders. An approximate sum of $30,000 
was raised, thus obliterating the mortgage on the prop
erty and setting up a fund to be used for repairs and 
replacements. 

At the present time the spirit of this chapter can be very 
highly praised. Every Monday night at 2117 Abington 
Road can be found a group of twenty or thirty alumni, 
gathered to transact the business of the Association, and 
meeting in a social gathering after this alumni business is 
disposed of. There should be no fears for the future 
strength of Zeta Psi at Case. Perhaps no other chapter 
has so well illustrated the necessity of alumni interest and 
supervision. With the accuracy of a barometer the Nu 
has recorded both high and low pressure in the spirit of 
the Elders. Whenever it has enjoyed the benefit of the 
intimate contact and financial backing from its older men 
the chapter has prospered. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII 

Eta 

WH E N Cardinal Newman uttered his famous dic
tum that "A university is a collection of books," 

he may have had in the back of his mind the humble 
beginnings of Yale University, which was born exactly 
a century before the worthy Cardinal himself. The 
accouchement was unpretentious, for it consisted in no 
more than a bequest by a well-to-do English gentleman, 
Elihu Yale, of a few books to found a university. With 
such an endowment, supplemented by the services of one 
teacher, Yale had its beginning at Saybrook, Connecticut. 
The total enrollment was one student—perhaps the only 
instance on record where a collegian could truthfully 
boast that he was the "biggest man on the campus." But 
the boast could not hold good for long, for with an in
creasing enrollment it finally became advisable to move 
"Yale College" to New Haven, where, at the time when 
our story opens, it had grown into a university of over 
eleven hundred students. 
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The fraternity system at Yale has always been an 

enigma to those who have not been intimately connected 
with the ways of the College. Charges and counter
charges against the "system" have been made by its 
respective opponents and proponents, and the subject has 
been so widely discussed and misunderstood that no his
tory of the Eta Chapter could be complete \vhich did not 
give at least a brief setting for the picture as it appeared 
in 1889. 

The social structure of Yale College during the middle 
of the nineteenth century was a highly complicated organ
ization of wheels within wheels. There were four groups 
of societies, Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, and Senior. 
Election to the last,—consisting of "Skull and Bones," 
"Scroll and Keys," and "Wolfs Head,"—was the goal 
toward which every freshman secretly aspired; in fact, 
membership in any or all of the other three groups was 
regarded as but a stepping-stone to the coveted honor 
of being a "Senior Society man." The Freshman Socie
ties had gone out of existence before Zeta Psi made its 
entrance, but the other three groups were flourishing. 
The Sophomore Societies undertook to elect at the end 
of the freshman year the most promising men in the 
class and groom them for the chief positions of honor 
in the College, whence they naturally stepped into the 
limelight as prominent candidates for Junior and Senior 
Societies. The influence of these sophomore organizations 
was extremely powerful, and many a political battle 
raged around the elections each year. Of the Junior 
Societies there were, properly speaking, only two, Psi 
Upsilon and Delta Kappa Epsilon; but a third national 
fraternity, Alpha Delta Phi, which had been discontinued 
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in 1873, had been reestablished in 1888. It had, however, 
the technical ranking of an "Academic Society" since it 
took men from all four years. These three fraternities 
were, as a matter of fact, but connecting links between 
the Sophomore and the Senior Societies, and fraternity 
life and spirit, as it is commonly understood, were far 
from their chief aims. In numbers they were large, each 
averaging about sixty men, and for this added reason any 
close contacts between the various members were not 
readily possible. Furthermore their only meeting places 
were "tombs," bleak structures without windows, where 
gatherings were held but once a week. 

As early as 1854 Zeta Psi had made an attempt to 
enter the field at New Haven. A movement was initiated 
by the old Pi Chapter, then located at Amherst College, 
but it was defeated at the Convention. Another effort was 
made in 1886, when Benjamin F. James, a recent grad
uate of the Omega Chapter at the University of Chicago 
and then at Yale, attempted to bring his fraternity to 
New Haven. H e obtained the enthusiastic support of 
Brother Samuel B. Sumner, Zeta '^g, who was then Clerk 
of the Superior Court at Bridgeport. James did not get 
into touch with Sumner until December of 1886, and 
scarcely a month was left before the Grand Chapter con
vened in New York in January; but despite this handicap 
the two worked unceasingly to line up enough support 
to assure them of a fair hearing at the Convention. It 
was an unfortunate circumstance that several other peti
tions were before the Grand Chapter at the same time. 
That they were all denied was small consolation for the 
fact that the battle was temporarily lost, the project be
ing vetoed by ten of the then nineteen existing chapters. 
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Sumner, who attended the Convention, wrote regretfully 

to James, "So the Yale project is not dead, but sleepeth." 

James, in the same optimistic strain, continued his efforts 

and at tempted to obtain a reconsideration of the refusal, 

but in vain. T h e project slept for two years. 

I t was revived by an entirely new set of petitioners, 

under different circumstances, described graphically by 

Brother W a l t e r G. Eliot, Alpha '80, who will always be 

gratefully remembered as one of the founders of the Eta 

Chap te r : 

One afternoon in 1888 a group of twelve undergraduates left 
New Haven for a flying trip to the Wicked City. They were a 
grave-looking, silent "bunch" bent upon some mysterious errand. 

Out of the Grand Central Depot they hurried, straight to a 
fraternity clubhouse in Twenty-ninth Street, near Fifth Avenue. 
They made themselves known to a group of half a doz-en officials 
of the club and fraternity gathered there by happy accident. 
Among them were Judge Sumner [the same Samuel B. Sumner 
who had sponsored the earlier efforts of James] and the writer. 
They unfolded their purpose. And there was born the Eta Chapter 
of Zeta Psi. Not that they were initiated. Far from it! For 
two years the battle for them was waged in and out of two con
ventions to overcome the antipathy in fraternity circles to the 
"Yale System of Class Societies." And membership in Zeta Psi 
Chapters in those days was limited by the Constitution to the 
small fixed number of twenty-one, which would surely be violated 
by the pressure for a fraternity membership in the rapidly increas
ing classes at Yale. 

But that game little bunch of "Bulldogs" hung on and waited 
and won. They pledged themselves to initiate one freshman and 
one sophomore each and every year, and the balance of the con
stitutional limit was by them picked out of those two classes and 
initiated at the opening of junior and senior years, an equal number 
in each. 

Then (May n th , 1889) the "redoubtable eleven"—one having 
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been declined—were duly initiated in the presence of a large and 
distinguished company in that same clubhouse at No. 8 West— 
amid appropriate enthusiasm—and the Eta was really launched 
upon a career which has few parallels in any fraternity. 

The names of the ten charter members deserve to be 
perpetuated: George Clark Perk, Edmund Burr White, 
William Herbert Page, Charles Abernathy Valentine, 
Edward Lyman Munson, Chester Henry Keogh, Clayton 
Chauncey Dorsey, George Phelps Robbins, Harry Can
non Hurd, and Albert Grant Dingley, the last the son of 
the famous Nelson Dingley, the founder of the old Psi 
Chapter at Dartmouth. 

The handicap of the constitutional limit of member
ship was partially removed by the Convention of 1894, 
when it was voted to increase the number of active mem
bers in each chapter from twenty-one to thirty-five. This 
was a great help to the Eta in its fight to gain recognition 
with the older fraternities at Yale, whose chapters aver
aged more than twice that number. But the Eta was still 
too small in numbers, and accordingly in 1899 Brother 
Thomas Ives Chatfield, Eta 'g^> succeeded in putting 
through the Convention another amendment, of tre
mendous importance to the Eta, entirely removing any 
restriction on the numbers of active members of any 
chapter. It can thus be seen that not until after it had 
been established for ten years was the Eta in a position 
to compete on equal terms with her rivals. 

It is a further matter of interest that the charter of the 
Eta, though in fact obtained in 1889, was not issued until 
March 11, 1898, and curiously enough bears the signa
ture of Thomas Ives Chatfield, who was not graduated 
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from Yale until 1893, four years after the charter had 
supposedly been obtained. 

But we have anticipated. In 1889 the Eta found itself 
a new chapter, without a home and without position or 
standing in the College, facing a struggle against estab
lished prestige and tradition. Perhaps no chapter of any 
other fraternity has been founded in the face of such 
odds. It was necessary to secure at once more men who 
bade fair to stand out prominently in the affairs of the 
campus; yet these very men quite naturally aspired to 
election to Psi U or D.K.E.—failing that, to Alpha Delta 
Phi. Zeta Psi was unrecognized, and an undergraduate 
might well have felt that by joining Zete he was de
liberately throwing away his chances for an election to a 
Senior Society. 

The problems of the Eta were, first, to increase its 
membership by choosing men of talent, and then to 
groom them for the positions of honor in the college. 
It was impossible at first to aspire to men who had al
ready made a name for themselves. It was the Eta's task 
to take men first and make them afterward. It is ques
tionable which was the more difficult; either might have 
justly discouraged any strange and anomalous group, 
finding themselves, as did these ten pioneers, suddenly 
confronted with the problem of establishing a new tradi
tion in a university already noted for its rock-bound con
servatism. 

The way in which the Eta met its problem must arouse 
the wonder and admiration of every Zete. Though the 
Chapter did not enter upon its existence until the n t h of 
May, before the close of the college year eight good men 
had been initiated, increasing the Chapter roll to within 
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three of the constitutional limit of twenty-one. The 
calibre of these new members was a testimony to the 
ceaseless efforts of the Chapter; they were far from 
"dead wood," used to pad the Chapter roll. Almost at 
once we find their names appearing as members and offi
cers of college organizations. But more than all this they 
seem to have been inoculated with an amazing zeal to find 
a place for their new fraternity in the life of the College. 

Almost immediately after the founding of the Chap
ter the "actives" set about laying plans for the building 
of a "tomb." Of necessity the meetings of the Chapter 
were at first held in the rooms of the members, but it was 
realized that this state of affairs could not long continue 
if Zeta Psi was to compete with the other fraternities. 
As if in answer to a call, three "good angels" stepped 
forward·—Brothers Albert Buchman, Psi 'jg; Charles 
D. M. Cole, Alpha '83, and Walter G. Eliot, Alpha '80. 
Each one of them was a genius in his line; all were en
dowed with a broad sympathy for the struggling Eta. 
Brother Buchman, even at that time a noted architect, 
donated his services and drew the plans for the new 
"house"; Brother Cole in a single day untangled the title 
to a lot on York Street (on the site of the new library); 
and Brother Eliot, by a miracle of finance, collected the 
money, himself personally indorsing the notes that were 
given, and protecting them by a cash deposit of his own 
money in the bank, where the notes were held. Ground 
was broken in less than a year after the founding of the 
Chapter and the building was formally opened in No
vember, 1890, a record which, so far as is known, stands 
unequaled in the history of the Fraternity. In the lan
guage of a contemporary newspaper account, "This spirit 
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of enterprise is characteristic of the society as a whole. 
Its members are high-stand, men, men who command the 
highest respect of the College at large." 

As is the case with many another chapter, the first 
fifteen years of the Eta's existence, crucial as they were, 
were alive with events of momentous significance. But 
even more significant than any outstanding occurrences 
was the remarkably rapid development of not only a 
chapter but also a fraternity spirit. Of all the many class 
societies at Yale, Zeta Psi was the only one which stood 
out as something more than a reward for achievement or 
promise of achievement. The "Zete tomb" was more 
than an occasional meeting place·, it was a club. Its mem
bers were more than a heterogeneous collection of men 
picked at random for their social or political position in 
the College; they were brothers. The Eta was more than 
an isolated chapter of a more or less nebulous organiza
tion; it was a component and working part of the Zeta 
Psi Fraternity of North America. The fact that the Zetes 
were a small group, banded together to present a united 
front to a long-established order of things, did more than 
any other one thing to weld them together into a unit. 
And the ready support which they obtained from the Fra
ternity at large, and the Alpha and Phi chapters in par
ticular, quickened in them the realization that the Frater
nity belonged to them, even more than they belonged to 
the Fraternity. The character of the men graduated is 
ample testimony to the spirit of the Eta during its first 
few years. The outstanding figure was Judge Thomas 
Ives Chatfield, '93, who, during his lifetime, did more 
than any other Elder both for his Chapter and for the 
national organization. To the life of the University in 
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after years the Eta contributed such distinguished names 
as those of Professors Harry B. Jepson, '93; John Ches
ter Adams and Hollon A. Farr, '96, (who, as "Toot," 
has been beloved by countless Zetes for his constant devo
tion and loyalty to the Eta and to Zeta Psi) ; Chauncey 
B. Tinker, '99; Everett V. Meeks, ' 01 ; F. E. Pierce, '04, 
and, more recently, Stanley T. Williams, '11, and Alfred 
R. Bellinger, '17. There were such well-known figures as 
Francis P. Garvin, '97; Victor Sutro, '97; Nicholas F. 
Brady, '99> and Brian Hooker, '02, who served his ap
prenticeship writing rollicking songs for Eta plays, and 
in after years earned national repute as a poet and writer 
of libretti for operas. All these and many more—their 
name is legion—laid the foundation of the Eta in their 
undergraduate days, and have lived to reflect honor upon 
it now as then. 

But before the Eta gained recognition there was a long 
period of incubation, during which ideas, policies, and 
plans germinated and died, and were revived, only to 
die again. The problem was always the same: to make 
the older societies recognize Zeta Psi. But it was im
possible that a comparatively large chapter should come 
to an immediate agreement on the best ways and means 
to accomplish the end. "To hell with the Coalition" was 
the motto of one group which preached the doctrine that 
Zeta Psi could stand on its own feet without regard for 
its rivals. A more conservative element took the ground 
that until the Eta had won its way to an acknowledged 
position it must "knuckle under" for a while, acknowl
edge the inferiority of its relative standing among the 
other societies, and pledge men of standing and character, 
regardless of whether they would fit in congenially with 
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the rest of the Chapter. Amidst such a wide divergence 
of opinions it is remarkable that no bad feeling ever 
broke out. There seemed to be a sentiment throughout 
the Chapter that each according to his lights was working 
for the common good of the Eta and Zeta Psi. And, 
what is still more remarkable, the personnel of the vari
ous delegations seems to have been made up of men who 
reflected the sentiments of both the two conflicting 
groups. The whole matter miraculously seemed to work 
itself out. 

The turn toward a more or less unified policy did not 
come until 1903, and was precipitated by the activity of 
an enthusiastic Zete who, having discovered that con
stitutionally any undergraduate might vote for the office 
of football manager, packed a meeting of the athletic 
association with students from all the outlying under
graduate schools and, with a grand coup, landed a Zete 
in the office of assistant football manager. The College 
was at once in an uproar against this type of electioneer
ing; the din was no less noisy inside the hall of the Eta. 
The upshot of the incident was that Zeta Psi determined 
to fight its way with fairer weapons and compete with the 
other fraternities on its own merits. The sentiment of 
the Chapter had been reflected in a song written by 
Brother Brian Hooker for the Eta spring play in 1902, 
and sung to the tune of the then popular song, "Stay in 
Your Own Back Yard." 

Now, Eta, stay in your own back yard, 
Don't mind what the Juniors do— 
Don't lose your sleep for D.K.E. 
Nor worry about Psi U. 
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Just stay on this side of the High Street fence, 
And, honey, don't work so hard. 
Don't let a man go that you're sure you need, 
But stay in your back yard. 

Meantime the feeling had been growing that the Eta 
needed more adequate quarters "to advance its interests 
and standing at the University," and, despite the fact 
that the existing "tomb" was less than ten years old, the 
undergraduates, ably assisted by a committee of which 
Ezra F. Warner, Jr., '99, was chairman, financed a new 
house which involved the expenditure of over twenty 
thousand dollars. Brother Buchman again donated his 
services as architect, and on the old lot arose in 1899 a 
practically new hall for the Eta, greatly increased in size, 
and admirably fitted to compete with the best which the 
other fraternities had to offer. The property and house, 
to be sure, were encumbered heavily with first and second 
mortgages, but as early as 19Ο1 the trustees of the "Eta 
Chapter of Zeta Psi Association" conducted a remarkable 
campaign, based on the idea of an annual personal 
subscription, which materially reduced the Chapter's 
indebtedness. 

During the "Nineties" the Sophomore Societies had 
been steadily growing in unpopularity among the under
graduates. It was rather a general feeling that this fea
ture of the "Yale System" was a pernicious influence, in 
that it picked out a few of the "elect" at the end of their 
freshman year, adorned them with halos, and placed them 
almost literally in the "Seats of the Mighty" before they 
had been tried out in the storm and stress of under
graduate life. This unpopularity of the Sophomore 
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Societies for several reasons tended to increase the 
popularity of the Eta with the student body. The Eta 
had always been essentially democratic in spirit; the Zetes 
were known for their unpretentiousness and good fellow
ship ; and the policy of the Chapter had been to take good 
men or none, the "good" men being those whose loyalty 
and willingness to work were their outstanding charac
teristics. The story of the downfall of the Sophomore 
Societies in 1900 is too long to relate here, but Zeta Psi 
is proud of the part which the Eta undoubtedly played 
in establishing a more democratic social system at Yale. 

While the Eta was not universally acknowledged as 
the champion of democracy, its influence in this direction 
came to be more and more strongly felt. It enjoyed 
considerable popularity with a large number of non-
fraternity men in the College, and was looked up to as 
the one organization whose principles were not in har
mony with the elaborate pattern of the social system. By 
1899 campus prejudice against the Sophomore Societies 
had so crystallized that the following year witnessed a 
tremendous upheaval; the Sophomore Societies were 
driven from the University in the wake of the Freshman 
Societies, and the four Greek letter fraternities, together 
with the three honorary Senior Societies, were left in pos
session of the field. 

Five more years were still to pass before the three 
other Junior Fraternities came to the realization that it 
was wiser to conciliate the Zetes than to fight them, and 
in 1905 the Eta was taken into the Interfraternity Coun
cil and bound by the "Campaign Agreement" between the 
three other fraternities, each of which was pledged to 
elect twenty men from the sophomore class in November, 

[539] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
ten more in May, seven more in November of junior 
year, and three more in May of junior year. Subsequent 
alterations in the rules have cut the number of required 
junior elections to three in November, after which fur
ther elections are at the option of the class delegation 
which chooses them. 

The "Nineties" had laid a firm foundation for the 
Eta; the superstructure, however, did not really begin 
to arise until the Chapter had turned the corner of the 
new century. To be sure, Zeta Psi's first outward tri
umph had come as early as 1897, when the first Zete 
was elected to a Senior Society, a significant and mo
mentous event in the life of the Eta, for a tradition had 
been overthrown. After the first ice had been broken, it 
was easier for the Fraternity to forge its way ahead. But 
it must not be supposed that the dividends on the work 
of the pioneers came rolling in without further effort 
on the part of each succeeding delegation. Rather the 
contrary. The Eta had only reached a stepping-stone to 
a stronger position in the College, and the work had to 
go on. 

The list of the activities of the various members dur
ing the first fifteen years of the twentieth century is 
amazing; the Fraternity seems to have been represented 
in practically every campus organization, whether ath
letic, literary, or scholastic. It is impossible to chronicle 
or even tabulate the various honors which came to the 
Eta during these years; but a perusal of the Annual Bulle
tin, which the Chapter took the lead in publishing in 1902, 
fills one with wonder and pride that within so short a 
time a new and untried fraternity could have made for 
itself an important place in a University which had for 
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so many years been the stfat of traditional conservatism. 
To cite but a few examples: in 1905 the Eta boasted nine 
members of Phi Beta Kappa, four members of Senior 
Societies, and the highest stand man in the Junior 
class; in 1908 twelve Zetes made Senior Societies, and 
the active chapter included the business manager and two 
of the five editors of the Yale Literary Magazine, and 
the chairman, managing editor, business manager, and 
two editors of the News- In 1913 the captains of the 
fencing, gun, soccer and cross-country teams were Zetes. 
Again in 1917 the Eta, among other scarcely less hon
ored members, included the chairman of both the News 
and the Lit. Statistics compiled in 1910 show that up 
to that time sixty-three Zetes had won election to Phi 
Beta Kappa; the delegation of 1898 led with forty per 
cent of their whole number enrolled. On the other hand, 
practically none of the members failed to be graduated. 

The Eta has always taken a prominent part in dra
matic activities at Yale. The initiation plays have always 
been classics, to be long remembered by those who were 
fortunate enough to witness them. The leading spirit of 
his time was the famous Brian Hooker, Ό2, already 
mentioned, whose prolific pen was responsible for many 
an almost classic farce. Later, in 1912, occurred an event 
which had a double significance: the Eta produced, for 
the first time in this country, John Gay's Beggar's Opera. 
It was not the stereotyped amateur effort, but a finished 
production which won press notices and the highest com
mendation in more than local circles. The second feature 
of this performance was the fact that for the first time in 
Yale history "outsiders" were invited into a fraternity 
"tomb." The audience was made up of distinguished 
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members of the faculty and one delegate from each of 
the other fraternities with the exception of Psi Upsilon, 
which declined to attend on the ground that the Eta was 
taking the first step toward an "open house" system. 
Such was indeed the case, for, though the opportunity of 
first achieving a real "open house" went to Beta Theta 
Pi (which entered the Campaign Agreement in 1910), 
Zetes will always be proud to remember that the Eta 
was the first fraternity at Yale to take the first step in 
the right direction. Today the "tomb" is practically a 
thing of the past, and the new halls erected by Zeta Psi 
and the other Junior Fraternities are built on the "open 
house" principle. 

It is of further interest that in 1924 Polly, the sequel 
to the Beggar's Opera, was given its premiere in this 
country in the hall of the Eta, and was pronounced by 
William Lyon Phelps to be superior to the English pro
duction in 1923 by a professional company in London. 

One more year deserves special mention. The incident 
has been chronicled in the American Legion Monthly and 
reprinted by courtesy in the Circle of November, 1926. 
The author is "Zo" Elliott, Eta '13. 

One day in the spring of 1913 when I was a senior at Yale, 
my friend, Stoddard King, Eta '14, and I were informed by an 
official of our Zeta Psi Chapter that there was to be a banquet 
at the old American House in Boston to which chapters from 
New England colleges were to send their favorite minstrels to 
entertain the brethren. . . . 

Some days later, as I was playing out of hours in my room—a 
dangerous thing to do, as the Dean's office was downstairs—my 
playing drew the attention of my roommate, Ward Twichell, 
Eta Ji3, to a melody I was improvising. "What's that? You'll 
make your name and fortune on it." 
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I had no more than finished when King came in, I played 

it over for him. 
"Just the thing for the banquet," he said. "Say—I've got an 

idea for some words for it: There's a long, long trail a-winding." 
"Into the land of my dreams, where the nightingales are sing

ing." I continued—this, by the way, was my only contribution 
to the actual words of The Long, Long Trail—and in a few 
minutes, to much nervous laughing and excitement, Stoddard had 
finished the chorus. He came back from his next class with a 
completed verse. 

Such—and much more—is the romantic story of the 
birth of a song which later was destined to be on the lips 
of millions of soldiers of every nationality. Elliott has 
further wri t ten: 

As a friend told me, next to the noise of London traffic the 
sound of The Long Trail predominated. One could not escape 
it. The men of far countries had brought a new idea to an old 
world in the shape of a song. Next to the sound of guns you 
would hear the song, as another friend wrote me. Always when 
there was a song, thunder and song—song and thunder. The 
Long Trail seemed to be the least exhaustible of all vocal ammu
nition. It had become the song of mud and blood. John Masefield 
wrote me that never had he seen so many men pass to die singing 
the same tune, always, always, thousands upon thousands, going 
up to die in the mud. Coningsby Dawson in his war letters, 
Carry On, wrote: "We sing it as a sort of prayer as we stand 
almost waist deep in the mud." Could such things have happened 
to a song written by two college boys? 

Today a manuscript copy of The Long Trail lies in 

the Invalides in a corner dedicated to the relics of the 

Allies. I t will remain there to be read by generations still 

unborn—the gift of the E t a to the winning of the war. 

But the E t a was to know years of adversity. Misfor

tune came undeserved, and with startling rapidity. T h e 
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college authorities in 1916 decided that Yale needed a 
fifth fraternity. Beta Theta Pi had fallen into a decline 
and did not rank with the other four College frater
nities. Accordingly Beta Theta Pi was released from the 
Campaign Agreement, and a group of the most promi
nent men in the sophomore class was got together under 
the leadership of Charles P. Taft, son of the ex-Presi
dent, himself a loyal Yale man. This group pledged itself 
to "go Bete" for the good of the College. In it were 
a number of men, among them some of the most out
standing in their class, who otherwise would have been 
practically sure of election to Zeta Psi. 

From this blow the Eta did not recover for severar 
years, for in 1917 came the War. Almost every day saw 
the departure of a brother for training camp. It was im
possible to keep up the membership. The "tomb" was 
closed. Four hundred and sixteen members of the Eta 
saw service; eight of them never returned. On the service 
flag which flew outside the Eta "tomb" were fifty-two 
stars for the "actives" who had left. No other fraternity 
at Yale boasted such a record. 

For her sacrifice the Eta was compelled to pay, and 
pay heavily. She was the last to recover from the war, 
but that recovery, though delayed, has been so complete 
that today Zeta Psi at Yale acknowledges no superior. 
The advent of a chapter of Chi Psi has not detracted 
from her prestige. The Zetes are in every branch of 
undergraduate activity. 

The very difficulties with which the Eta has had to 
contend have, in the long run, proved to be blessings in 
disguise. Strength and growth have come through 
struggle with untoward circumstances. In the fall of 1926 

[544] 



Eta Chapter 
there was presented the necessity for still another 
struggle, but that which seemed to be an unhappy turn of 
Fate has proved to be quite the contrary. 

The extensive development of the University de
manded that the houses of the Eta, Beta Theta Pi, and 
Psi Upsilon be sacrificed to make way for the construc
tion of the new Sterling Memorial Library. The home 
of the Betas was on property controlled by the Univer
sity and, since their house was comparatively new, there 
was no difficulty in arriving at a reasonable figure for 
the property. The Psi U. house was antiquated, and 
its representative promptly signed a contract with the 
authorities. On the other hand, a moderate expenditure 
for alterations to the hall of the Eta would have per
mitted its use for many years, and the price offered by 
the University would not have begun to replace the prop
erty relinquished. 

Zeta Psi, therefore, found itself in the perilous posi
tion of being forced to move from its convenient location 
on York Street, without any assurance that it could obtain 
a new site strategically near the campus. While the two 
other fraternities in question also faced this danger, they 
apparently had not foreseen the complexity of the posi
tion in which they had placed themselves. 

The man who had foreseen this situation, and who pro
ceeded to guide the Eta through this crisis was Victor 
Sutro, '97. After long and complicated negotiations, dur
ing which he aligned the representatives of Psi Upsilon 
and Beta Theta Pi behind him, Brother Sutro informed 
the University that Zeta Psi would sign a contract for 
the disposition of the Fraternity's property provided the 
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University would definitely allot the three fraternities' 
in question suitable sites for their future homes. 

It was at this juncture that another Zete, gifted with 
an imagination, came to the fore. Brother Russell E. 
Lomas, '14, brilliantly conceived the idea of a fraternity 
group on York Street opposite the Harkness Quadrangle 
and next to the University Theatre—an admirable site 
in the heart of Yale's extensive building development. 
Though the idea of this fraternity grouping now seems, 
in the light of later events, to have been the only solution 
to the fraternity building problem, month after month 
went by with protracted negotiations, in which Brother 
Sutro firmly held his ground. Finally, however, the Uni
versity capitulated, and a contract was signed which ade
quately recompensed the Eta for the loss of its hall, and 
assured it a site, along with Beta Theta Pi and Psi Upsi-
lon, in Brother Lomas' fraternity group. 

Then came the campaign for funds. But before this 
campaign opened Brother Sutro, again in the van, had 
practically assured the success of the drive. He went to 
see his college friend, the late Nicholas F. Brady, '99, 
and obtained Brother Brady's promise of $50,000 if the 
Fraternity would raise an equal amount within two 
months. Truly an Herculean task, but Brother Sutro 
was not daunted. He himself obtained pledges totaling 
$10,000 before the campaign opened, and then, in col
laboration with Brother Lomas, he set to work in earnest. 
The story of that campaign is epoch-making. By the 
twenty-ninth of January, within two days of the last date 
set by Brother Brady for the additional $50,000, the fund 
was two thousand dollars short. On that day two hundred 
telegrams were sent out. On February 1st, the "zero 
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hour," Brother Brady was informed that $51,000 had 

been raised. 
With over $ioo,oPO in hand there was no doubt about 

the beauty of the house which was to be built. The 
present house, which is valued with its furnishings at 

initiation banquet which was held Tuesday, December 
13, 1927. This banquet was attended by both Brother 
Sutro and Brother Lomas, prime movers in the cam
paign, Brother Everett V. Meeks, '01, dean of the School 
of Fine Arts, who, as architect, drew the plans for the 
house, and Brother Charles Stratton, the Phi Alpha. 
Brother Charles K. Field, whose name is mentioned many 
times elsewhere in this book, made a speech which was 
truly fitting for the official dedication of this great project. 
On that date there were initiated into the Eta a delega
tion of twenty young men who were well worthy of a 
splendid chapter. 

In accordance with changing fraternity conditions at 
Yale, the new house just completed is of the "open type" 
and the atmosphere of a club has replaced the secrecy of 
the archaic "tomb." Fall initiations of 1928 found the 
Chapter installed in its magnificent new house, a notable 
addition to the Yale renaissance of Gothic architecture. 
But prosperity has not hurt the Eta. Each succeeding 
year finds Zeta Psi supplying outstanding men in every 
branch of Yale's activities. The esteem in which Zeta 
Psi is held on the campus was attested when in 1930 a 
new "card system" of fraternity elections was instituted, 
whereby each Sophomore listed the fraternities accord
ing to his preference; 129 members of the class listed 
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Zeta Psi as their first choice—an excess of almost fifty 
over that of any other fraternity at Yale. Truly, in the 
words of the Yale song written by Brothers Brian Hooker 
and Seth Bingham, the Eta has been a "Mother of Men." 
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Mu 

WHEN young Leland Stanford, Jr., died abroad, 
the hearts of his grief-stricken parents moved 

them to preserve his memory by the foundation of a uni
versity on the site of Senator Stanford's extensive ranch 
near Palo Alto. The fame of the project had been noised 
abroad long before the cornerstone of the first building 
was laid; rumor almost immediately brought the news 
to Berkeley, and the Iota had early conceived the idea of 
founding at Stanford a sister chapter. The plan grad
ually grew into a tradition, and it was the common belief 
among the Zetes at Berkeley that the Grand Chapter 
would grant a charter upon request from the "actives" 
and Elders of the Iota. 

Stanford opened her doors in September of 1891, and 
almost immediately the rumor reached the Iota that the 
Grand Chapter, reflecting the prejudice of the eastern 
chapters, was averse to the idea of extending Zeta Psi on 

[549] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
the Pacific Coast. A telegram was, however, dispatched 
requesting a charter at Stanford. The peremptory reply 
left no doubt in the minds of the sanguine brothers in 
California that the situation was even blacker than rumor 
had painted it, and that if Zeta Psi were to come to Stan
ford there would necessarily be a bitter fight waged 
against the almost insuperable odds of eastern prejudice 
and the thousands of miles which stretched between 
Berkeley and New York. 

The story of the battle is the story of one man, Edwin 
Mays, Iota '93, then Phi of the Chapter; and the history 
of his whirlwind campaign cannot be matched in the an
nals of Zeta Psi history. His first step was to institute a 
voluminous correspondence with the eastern chapters; his 
second, to go to Stanford, have himself assigned to a room 
and a table at the men's dormitory, Encina Hall, and, in 
fact, do everything but register. His delightful person
ality and his record as a champion athlete at California 
soon made him many friends. From among them he 
selected five, Shirley Baker (in later life to become 
famous as the designer of the Stanford Stadium and one 
of the best of all the good angels of his Chapter), Frank 
R. Dray, Cyrus R. Miller, Samuel E. Simmons, and 
George B. Champlin, whom he had come to know well, 
and regarding whose parents and rearing he had already 
taken the pains to inform himself. Within two weeks he 
brought them back to Berkeley and had them initiated 
into the Fraternity. It was a bold step brilliantly accom
plished, but the battle had scarcely begun. 

The necessity was immediately seen of sending a dele
gate to the Grand Chapter meeting in Philadelphia in 
January of 1892. The journey was long, the expense 
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relatively much greater than it is today, and the Iota was 
without funds to finance the trip. But Mays was not to be 
stopped by financial considerations; he bought his ticket 
with his own money, and set forth. 

In New York he met James J. McGillivray, Iota '81, 
to whom he confided his intention; the older man's reply 
was, "I t can't be done." We have the rest of the story 
in abridged form in May's own words: 

"I replied, 'Brother McGillivray, I am here to lay 
before the National Convention the plans of the Pacific 
Coast Zetes for a chapter at Stanford University, and it 
must either grant a charter for the new chapter or accept 
our charter from us. The Grand Chapter does not realize 
more than we do that we are "out of tune" with the rest 
of the Fraternity. Our chapter is fast becoming a local 
institution, and if we do not have help from the Grand 
Chapter to awaken our fraternity feeling and to give us 
fraternal association, there is no reason for our continu
ing longer as a chapter of Zeta Psi.' This same message, 
a little softened, I gave to Israel C. Pierson and numer
ous other Grand Officers, in New York City, but not one 
word of encouragement did I receive. 

"Two days before the date set for the opening of the 
Convention I went to Philadelphia and opened head
quarters at the hotel where the Convention was to be held. 
Soon after my arrival there I visited Gus Remak, who 
was corresponding secretary of the Grand Chapter, I 
think. For the first time among all those that I had seen 
and talked to, I received not only sympathy for our situa
tion on the Coast but encouragement to carry through our 
plans; not only this, but Brother Remak said, Ί will do 
everything that I can to help you.' As the Grand Officers 
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and the delegates to the Convention arrived it was my 
business to see and talk and live with each individual 
member until I had my case fairly before him. Some 
came to my way of thinking after a session where the 
pipe and bowl were in evidence, others after an evening 
somewhat similar to a meeting of the Υ. Μ. C. A. 

"On the last day of the session, I received from the 
'actives' in California a remittance which was not enough 
to pay my hotel bill and take me home, and a petition 
signed by every living Zete who could be reached on the 
Pacific Coast. Then came what was to me the most diffi
cult part that I was to play in this entire matter: the 
presentation to the Grand Chapter, in convention assem
bled, of the real fraternity situation on the Pacific Coast 
and to make a demand for a chapter at Stanford Univer
sity, a demand, however, couched in such language that 
it would attain the desired result and not offend, for 
those eastern chapters were pretty 'doggoned cocky.' I 
received wonderful help from the delegates of the old 
Rho Chapter at Harvard, those of the Canadian chapters, 
and a few other delegates. These undergraduates seemed 
to have vision and could at least in part realize what was 
before us; and they were willing to fight for what they 
recognized as the good of the Fraternity as a whole. 
When I finished my argument for the granting of the 
new chapter, I presented as a final appeal the petition of 
the Pacific Coast Zetes, the signatures to which ran the 
gamut from a regent of the University, who was also a 
graduate, to the youngest freshman at California. The 
appeal was more than the Grand Chapter could resist, 
and as the roll was called there came the heart-cheering 
'Yes' from the delegates as each successive chapter name 
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was called, and a favorable vote granted a charter to a 
chapter at Stanford University." 

This is the story of the founding of the Mu—a tale 
of vision, loyalty, and dogged persistence which should 
become a tradition not only with the Mu and Iota, but 
with every chapter in America. 

Meantime back at Berkeley four new men had been 
initiated into the new Mu Chapter. Zeta Psi was first at 
Stanford as it had been at California, and there was no 
dearth of material. Those who were already initiated 
commenced at once to build both their university and 
chapter traditions on a broad foundation. They lived in 
Encina Hall, obtaining quarters as near together as pos
sible; but at best the situation was unsatisfactory. Meet
ings were held in the old vacant brick house, which had 
once been the fabled Frenchman's library, located on what 
was then the west edge of Mayfield. 

The fathers of two of the men, Miller and Champlin, 
had social and business relations with Senator Stanford, 
and it was through them that the Chapter came to the 
notice of the Senator. He was interested at once and, 
upon learning of their desire to have a house of their 
own, he had the University architect draw plans, and fi
nally himself consented to build the house. The dream, 
so nearly realized, was destined never to come true, for 
the Senator passed away, and the estate before long was 
involved in litigation with the federal government over 
funds paid to Senator Stanford in connection with the 
Union Pacific Railway financing. For a time Mrs. Stan
ford herself paid the University salaries out of her own 
depleted income. A court decision in favor of the estate 
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finally saved the University and kept intact its princely 
endowment. 

With the advent of the year 1893 the Chapter moved 
to Mariposa Hall, a hoarding-house on the campus; here 
they occupied the entire third floor, and planted their 
roots still more firmly by initiating six more prominent 
men of the College. Late in the fall they were fortunate 
in obtaining a lease on the comfortable home of Colonel 
Oyster, the army instructor, following the abandonment 
by the University of military drill. 

I t was about this time that the Chapter acquired two 
members whose names deserve to be written in glowing 
letters in the annals of the Mu. One was Charles K. 
Field, '95, who today is welcomed and beloved in every 
chapter of the Fraternity, but above all is honored by the 
Mu, one of whose guardian angels he has been for thirty-
five years. He has made Zeta Psi history with his 
tongue, his pen, and his deeds. The mantle of the late 
Fraternity bard, William H. McElroy, Theta '6o, fell 
upon "Charlie" Field's shoulders, and today his poem 
"When This New Pin Grows Old" is a part of the ini
tiation ritual. The other newcomer to the Chapter was 
initiated by a special service—the mother of Shirley 
Baker. She brought her furniture with her, her silver, her 
table linen; she made the house a home, and took every 
youngster to her heart and mothered him until he went on 
into the outside world. To her is due most of the credit 
for the refinement and home look that became character
istic of the Zete house and gave it the prestige that it 
enjoys today. Mrs. Baker was the best known woman 
on the campus, outside of the faculty. "Many a Mu 
man can look back to his college days when she made 
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his fraternity more helpful, his own life better for her 
gracious presence." 

One incident has been chronicled by Brother Field: 
"At the close of the second year they gave an elaborate 
dance at the Hotel Vendome in San Jose, twenty miles 
distant, having for their guests the luxury of a special 
train. This was called the first annual 'hop' of the Zeta 
Psi Fraternity.. It was such an overwhelming success that 
the second annual has not yet been given. When that 
great event shall have been forgotten it will be time for 
another. In their own house the men preferred rather 
to entertain on a small scale, with quiet little gatherings 
at dinner, or on the big porch in the moonlight when 
Bak,er sang and played the mandolin." 

In the meantime several prominent delegations had 
entered the Chapter; space does not permit the notice of 
all their activities and accomplishments, and the few para
graphs which can be devoted to this period should rather 
be embellished with colorful anecdote to form a back
ground for life at the Mu during the latter part of the 
"Gay Nineties." 

Four of the Chapter's best men left in '98 for the 
war with Spain: Henry G. Whitlock, 'or, enlisted as a 
corporal, never got to the front; the others were more 
fortunate. Chester Thomas, '98, went with the first ex
pedition to Manila, but was unfortunately invalided home 
with typhoid fever; Cyrus R. Miller, '95, as an ensign 
aboard the Oregon on its famous trip around the Horn, 
took part in the bombardment off Santiago de Cuba on 
July 3rd, and later won an official letter of recognition 
from General Miles; Austin Kautz, '95, also an ensign, 
served on the New York in the action off Santiago. 
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At this time the Chapter was forced to give up the 

lease on its commodious house, and turn it back to the 
owner, whose family has occupied it ever since; but it was 
fortunate in obtaining new quarters in a comfortable 
house at ι Lasuen Street, located just opposite the post 
office, "albeit perhaps too much in the public eye." 

The brothers of this period have conjured up vivid 
pictures of their ancient friend Billy Hill, the bus driver, 
who was "a Zete at heart and in act also"; many a favor 
he did the crowd. And Brother Shirley Baker reminisces 
of 'Old Uncle John—(don't think any of us ever heard 
his last name). Remember how he would drive by the 
house with his carriage load of eastern sightseers and tell 
them, loud enough for us to hear, 'This here house is the 
Zeta Psi Fraternity; all sons of millionaires, but they 
ain't a bit stuck up. Look at 'em there now, all hand
some fine fellows, working in the garden themselves, 
etc., etc.' " 

And Brother Baker continues, "This seemed to be a 
club-forming era within the Chapter. There was the Bull 
Club (fellows smoking Bull Durham). Each member 
festooned his room with empty Bull sacks, and the one 
with the most empties was declared president. As each 
month approached the end and the finances tightened, 
the members would turn the sacks inside out, seeking. 
After the first two months there was not a chance, but 
the custom continued. There was the Star Club and 
the John Club (demi), the latter gaining its name from 
a certain kind of receptacle used by the members when 
visiting the Stanford winery." 

Dr. Jordan, president of the University, would occa
sionally honor the Chapter by his presence at a meal. 
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Brother George W. Brown ("Slats") records one mem
orable visit when both Doctor and Mrs. Jordan were 
guests at dinner. "Our complete plain silver service had 
been collected from the four corners of the earth, and 
during the course of this dinner President Jordan picked 
up and observed the markings on two or three of the 
pieces at his place, then took a small notebook from his 
pocket and wrote something therein. You could have 
heard a pin drop for the next five minutes. To this day 
we do not know what President Jordan wrote in that 
notebook, but we certainly had a fine collection of table 
silver!" 

The earthquake of 1906 wrecked a number of the 
University sandstone buildings, but the Mu house, being 
of wooden frame construction, suffered only minor dam
age. 

At the time the Chapter was formed, there was inau
gurated the custom that each member, upon initiation, 
should sign a note for a hundred dollars, payable in ten 
years without interest,:—a rare piece of foresight, for it 
was largely from this fund that the new chapter house 
was built in later years. 

By 1907 a fair amount had been paid into the treasury 
as the notes had matured and been paid; to take care of 
this fund the Mu Company was incorporated in 1907, 
with Brother R. W. Campbell as its first president. This 
body has acted as a financial agent, and has lent invalu
able assistance with counsel and advice. 

By this time Mrs. Baker's motherly influence upon the 
social life of the Mu had been withdrawn. The Chapter 
had never entertained extensively, but now practically not 
at all. In speaking of the period following 1908, Brother 
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Earl A. Crellin, ' u , writes: "There was really little but 
athletics to make the Mu outstanding. Socially we were 
'nix.' Never 'pulled a party,' but generally took them all 
in, either in corduroys on the side porch, cutting in on 
some fellow's 'dame' while he wondered what had be
come of her, or else an 'honest-to-gosh' invited guest with 
the dress suit specially pressed for the occasion. As to 
athletics, however, we bowed to none, and I think I am 
safe in saying that we were in pretty high regard in the 
minds of the faculty and students alike." 

Through an unfortunate incident the Chapter lost two 
valuable men in 1910. A budding editor of a campus 
publication had burst into print with an article which 
stirred up the whole campus. A crowd of some hundred 
and fifty undergraduates seized him and gave him a well 
deserved ducking in the lake. Only two of the crowd 
were identified, both Zetes, and the authorities suspended 
them indefinitely. 

Two Grand Chapter conventions were held in Cali
fornia in quick succession, first in 19ΊΟ and later in 1915, 
at the time of the Panama-Pacific Exposition. The Mu 
combined with the Iota, and the two chapters vied with 
each other in extending the fraternal hand of hospitality 
to the visiting brothers. Both were occasions rich in local 
color and long to be remembered. 

In 1912 Zeta Psi led all other fraternities at Stanford 
in scholarship; by 1916 it had sunk to a position peril
ously near the bottom. The Chapter was also struggling 
beneath the weight of a debt which had been previously 
contracted. To add to other difficulties the new presi
dent, Dr. Wilbur, issued an edict threatening to disband 
in two years any fraternity which was at that time either 
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in debt or markedly deficient in scholarship. Brother 

Shirley Baker, sensing the danger to the Mu on both 

counts, stepped to the helm and devoted a large amount 

of his time to the Chapter. He was quick to realize that 

the bad condition of the old house was in part respon

sible for the low morale of the Chapter. He determined 

that the Mu should build a house of its own. 

Most of the notes given by the brothers over a period 

of years were still unpaid. Letters availed not. And so 

Baker traveled from Portland to Los Angeles, combing 

the territory with a Zeta Psi directory, soliciting and ex

horting. He came back to Stanford with $10,000 in his 

pockets. He persuaded Brother John Branner, '09, to 

donate his services as architect and supervisor. The Mu 

Company sanctioned the expenditure; through Brother 

Vanderlyn Stow, Iota 'So, a loan on liberal terms was 

arranged, and a site was picked on Lagunita Drive. 
Then came the World War, and with it ample reason 

for pause in the house project. There was a memorable 
meeting of the Mu Company at a well-known San Fran
cisco restaurant. Practical caution counseled delay until 
the uncertainty of the time should be over, and until there 
should surely be on hand a chapter to live in the house 
once it was completed. Idealistic eagerness, on the other 
hand, pleaded for a house ready and waiting for Zetes 
who should return to college; and which would be ready 
at a moment when it would be most needed. The ideal
ists won the debate; work on the house commenced. And 
Providence seemed to bless the decision, for neither 
Baker nor Branner had to go overseas until the house 
was so far along that they could be spared. At that point 
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Brother Walter Tozer, '99, took over their work and 
gave the new house its finishing touches. 

The house was rented immediately to officers of the 
S. A. T. C. stationed at Camp Fremont, adjoining the 
campus. In due time, however, the doors of their new 
homej designed in the Spanish Renaissance style and 
easily the finest fraternity building at Stanford, opened to 
the triumphant entrance of the returning brothers, and a 
new era of prosperity began for the Mu. 

Under the initiative and supervision of the Phi, Roland 
Kinney, '22, the lawn was extended around the house, 
and the grounds put in good condition. The year 1919 
was a banner year; the Chapter was large, and excep
tionally prominent on the campus and harmonious and 
business-like in the conduct of its internal affairs. This 
year saw the initiation of the first two "second genera
tion" men, Phillips S. Schneider, son of Fred Schneider, 
'99, and Samuel B. Simmons, son of S. E. Simmons, '95. 

The visitor to the Stanford campus today is impressed 
by the distinctive site which the Zete house occupies. It 
stands on the edge of a meadow, set off from all the 
other living groups of the University, and has the honor 
of being the president's nearest neighbor. When the 
house was built, University authorities had planned for 
the creation of a new fraternity "row" which would skirt 
through the fields facing the president's home on the hill. 
Zeta Psi, however, was the only group that saw its plan 
for a new home actually realized. Soon thereafter the 
University administration adopted a policy prohibiting 
the expansion of Greek-letter organizations, intending 
to house them eventually in dormitory living quarters. 
Unlike the other fraternity houses, which are, for the 
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most part, old and of wooden construction throughout, 
the Zete house is architecturally related to the buildings 
of the school, and seems to be more intimately a part of 
the University. On the other hand, undoubtedly the 
greatest advantage of the house's isolation is that it works 
for a closer communion and thus cements more fully the 
bonds of friendship. This bond was necessary, for over 
a period of many years the Mu Chapter had the reputa
tion of being composed of individuals rather than of a 
set "type" of student. In the past this condition has, 
at times, caused some internal friction. Not so during 
the last two years (1929-1931). Factions or cliques as 
definite groups within the house have ceased to exist, and 
the feeling of solidarity which has arisen has been respon
sible for the success of recent rushing periods. 

During the last few years the chapter has made re
markable strides in scholarship. Whereas in 1925 it 
found itself dangerously near the bottom of this list 
among the 24 fraternities on the campus, since 1927 it 
has been numbered among the first seven, and in 1929 
was actually tied for second place. 

The chapter, too, has always been active in athletics. 
Since war days it has had a good share of the football 
captains, baseball captains, and star trackmen of the 
school. However, it has been the constant aim of the 
house to maintain a healthy balance and diversity of 
interests. Mu men have participated with similar success 
in other fields: in politics, in dramatics, in publication 
work. 

To another factor also the chapter owes its success. 
Since its incorporation in 1907 the Mu Company has 
proven to be a vital factor in the growth and well-being 
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of the chapter. Its fundamental activity has been that of 
financing and building the present chapter house. Now 
though the financial responsibilities of the Mu Company 
are gradually being lessened as the cost of the house is 
being liquidated, the company finds itself useful as an 
advisory board to the chapter. Luncheon meetings are 
held each month in San Francisco—a distance of thirty 
miles from Palo Alto. Here elders and actives find a 
common meeting ground where fraternity machinery may 
be inspected and kept running as smoothly as possible. 
Of late, the company has performed another vital service 
in endeavoring to help seniors find positions following 
their graduation from Stanford. The Company thus an
ticipated the Central Office in establishing a Vocational 
Bureau. 

In 1929 the Mu Chapter awoke one day to find that 
a mother's club had been created. For many years the 
Stanford Zetes have known the comforting attention of 
Mrs. Frank Findley of Palo Alto, mother of Frank, '24, 
and Gordon, '31. Largely through her suggestions, the 
mothers of both active and graduate Zetes up and down 
the Pacific Coast organized. The yearly dues of the 
Club are used to buy many necessities and comforts for 
the house. Any chapter is indeed fortunate to have the 
mothers actively interested in its welfare. 

An incentive to scholarship is the Macy Award, made 
each year to the member who has shown the most im
provement in scholarship. Lloyd R. Macy, Joo, an ath
lete and a gentleman, when dying of tuberculosis, sent 
for Shirley Baker and made him trustee of a fund of 
$1,000 to be devoted to this purpose. Baker has described 
the visit: 
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"It would tear your heart-strings—the once fine look

ing powerful man laid low and yet in the full possession 
of his faculties and with the absolute knowledge that 
'the time' was near, smiling and cheerful, facing the end 
bravely without a qualm. He thought of the Fraternity 
and of doing something of good at a time when, it is 
feared, many of us will be too selfishly preoccupied; and 
it was he who specified the use of the funds to be applied 
toward the advancement of scholarship oi the Mu. If 
every brother would make some such provision for his 
fraternity, what a wonderful uplifting organization for 
good Zeta Psi could be made!" 

It is the visions of the Macys and the Mays, the 
Bakers and the Fields, and others like them, that have 
made the Mu, and the Fraternity as a whole, "a mile
stone and not a millstone." 
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Alpha Beta 

ALTHOUGH Minnesota did not become a Territory 
until 1849, its University legally came into exist

ence two years later. It was not, however, until some 
years after, in 1868, that the present charter was ob
tained, and still another year elapsed before the institu
tion was definitely organized under its first president and 
the doors were thrown open—a phrase which through 
usage has come to connote, in popular imagination, a 
throng waiting outside, ready to scramble for seats. The 
figure of speech should be reserved for "first nights" at 
New York theatres and home-coming football games; it 
is scarcely applicable to the humble beginnings of an 
educational institution situated in what was then an un
developed and comparatively inaccessible section of the 
country. The jam could not have been terrific, for the 
year 1884 saw but 278 students enrolled in the Uni
versity. But it was at this time that the period of real 
growth began; the next thirteen years saw the enroll
ment increase nine hundred per cent, and today the Uni-
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versity of Minnesota boasts in the neighborhood of 
twelve thousand students. 

The history of Zeta Psi at Minnesota begins during 
this period of rapid expansion, in 1893. There were then 
but few national fraternities in the field at Minneapolis, 
and they were totally incapable of including in their mem
bership all of the good material which kept coming to the 
University in increasing quantities. The field was fertile 
and the time was ripe, but the task of installing a chapter 
of Zeta Psi presented supreme difficulties. Most of the 
members, both "actives" and Elders, resided in the East; 
many of them were doubtless afflicted with the popular 
superstition that the Indians were still running wild in the 
"Great Northwest," and that such white men as succeeded 
in escaping with a whole scalp were accustomed to come 
to the table booted and spurred, to eat a precarious meal 
delicately balancing their peas on a knife with one hand 
and nervously fingering,an automatic with the other. In 
defense of the more effete Easterners it must be said that, 
with the exception of the two chapters on the Western 
coast, the Xi, at Michigan, was the "farthest West," and 
that the vast territory from the Mississippi to the Rockies 
was even then more or less of an unknown quantity to the 
average American. This was, after all, not many years 
after "Custer's Last Stand" and the days of Jesse James. 

But at Minnesota, in 1892, the movement first took 
shape to found a chapter of Zeta Psi. In that year a few 
members of the sophomore class, including Thomas 
Devereux and Norman B. Atty, banded together to form 
a social organization which, it was planned, would even
tually petition a national fraternity for a charter. At the 
same time another similar group, among the members of 
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which was C. O. Alexius Olson, was formed for an iden
tical purpose. Both organizations were secret, and the 
existence of each was unknown to the other until one day 
in June, 1903, Devereux and Olson approached one 
another, each with the idea of persuading the other to 
join his society. The result of this fortunate coincidence 
was a rapprochement between the rival clubs; they joined 
forces under the name of the "Varsity Club" and for 
three years bent their efforts toward perfecting the new 
organization. 

Early in the existence of the Varsity Club the question 
arose as to what fraternity should be petitioned for a 
charter. Some of the members of the Club had fortu
nately made the acquaintance of Brother Theodore Wet-
more, Psi '77, a resident of Minneapolis; through him 
they became interested in Zeta Psi, and after due delib
eration made up their minds irrevocably that they wished 
to become a chapter of the Fraternity. On their behalf 
Brother Wetmore journeyed to the Convention at Ithaca 
on January 5 and 6, 1894, but since the petition which he 
carried was not in proper form, no action could be taken 
upon it. 

The next four years present the picture of tenacious 
persistence on the part of the members of the Varsity 
Club and the Minneapolis Zetes who had meanwhile 
been enlisted in the cause. Wetmore was able to com
mand the assistance of several other influential brothers 
in the city: John Day Smith, Chi '72; Dr. Harry L. 
Staples, Lambda '8i; Dr. Charles M. Jordan, Kappa '77 ; 
Arthur M. Wickwire, Zeta 'go; Fred N. Vanduzee, 
Zeta '8γ; Edward Dyer, Zeta 'gi; Frank H. Griggs, 
Zeta 'Q3, and others. The realization of the magnitude 
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of the task which faced them did not really come until the 
next convention of the Grand Chapter, held at Toronto 
on January 4 and 5, 1895. Brother John Day Smith went 
thither, carrying in his pocket a petition drawn up md 
signed in due form. His proposition for the establish
ment of Zeta Psi at Minnesota received hut a cold hearing 
in more than one quarter, so cold in fact that Smith, in 
discouragement, wired to Minneapolis, "Demosthenes 
himself couldn't have done it." 

But Demosthenes did do it—but not until after the 
lapse of three more years. In 1896 a petition presented 
by Brother Vanduzce was again denied; in 1897 no peti
tion was before the Convention, but the group back at 
Minneapolis were busy getting their house in order for a 
more determined campaign. The old Varsity Club gave 
way to a new organization, Kappa Phi Upsilon, which 
was composed, in the main, of the same members. 

Upon the stage set at the Convention at Easton, 
Pennsylvania, in 1898, the young Demosthenes appeared 
in the shape of a handsome young Minneapolis boy with 
pleasing manners and a magnetic personality. His very 
appearance went a long way toward dispelling the "Red
skin" and "frontier" prejudice which was still lurking in 
the minds of some of the brothers. His tongue was even 
more persuasive. Before the Convention adjourned, Pay-
son Colwell had the satisfaction of being able to telegraph 
his anxious brothers in Kappa Phi Upsilon that their 
petition had been granted conditionally, provided they 
raise a guarantee fund of $5,000. Immediately upon his 
return the machinery was set in motion for the raising of 
the necessary money. 

It was far from an easy task. Many of the Zetes 
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in Minneapolis were Williams men who were draining 
their purses to tide the Zeta over a financial crisis; the 
parents of the prospective Zetes did not, as Colwell 
wrote to Brother Israel Pierson, "seem to regard senti
ment as playing an important enough part in life to 
justify the expenditure of hundreds of dollars." But 
Colwell stuck to his guns, assisted hy his friends. The 
money was raised; but Colwell, by a sad mischance, did 
not live to see the fruition of his ambitions. He went 
to the Philippines with the 13th Regiment of Minnesota 
Volunteers and was killed in September of 1898 during 
the fighting there. Even from that distance he had kept 
up a vigorous correspondence with his friends in Minne
apolis, persistently urging them not to relax their endeav
ors to complete the guarantee fund. The inspiration of 
his leadership continued, and during the following year 
the money was raised and invested in what was then con
sidered a commodious house on the corner of Harvard 
and Beacon streets. At the Convention of 1899, there
fore, Brothers Wetmore and William L. Brown (a mem
ber of Kappa Phi Upsilon) were able to report that the 
condition had been met and that everything was in readi
ness for the installation. 

The installation ceremonies took place at Brother Wet-
more's residence in Minneapolis on August 26, 1899. It 
is interesting to note the fact that the Phi Alpha, Brother 
Kenneth Cameron, Alpha Psi '8γ, journeyed from Mon
treal to preside, bringing with him as a loan from the 
Alpha Psi the only set of regalia possessed at that time 
by any chapter of the Fraternity. Thus the new Alpha 
Beta was ushered into existence with due form and stately 
ceremony; ten charter members saw the light: Harrison 
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Burke Martin, James Wctherbec Lawrence, Jr., Carl 
Oscar Alexius Olson, Thomas Devereux, William Harry 
Card, Clinton Moreau Odell, William Lindsay Browne, 
Horace Edwards Plummer, Raymond Horace Myers, 
and Norman Belmont Atty. After the ceremony, thirty 
Zetes, new and old, adjourned for their banquet to the 
old West Hotel, where, according to current newspaper 
accounts, the inevitable "collation" of the "Gay Nineties" 
was served. 

Although the new chapter of Zeta Psi received friendly 
and courteous support from some of the older established 
fraternities, there were others who received the newcomer 
with ill-disguised hostility. These were the days before 
the advent of Interfraternity Councils and rushing agree
ments ; the campaigning for new members was a catch-as-
catch-can affair, with few or no regulations to curb the 
often misguided enthusiasm of zealous fraternity mem
bers. In many a university of the country, at this period, 
anything in the way of rushing was considered ethical 
which did not result in the death or permanent disability 
of a much-sought-after prospective member. In the his
tory of the Alpha Beta, the "old grads" still speak of the 
pledging of "Herb" Penfield, '04. Some of the older 
fraternities, assuming that Penfield would naturally fol
low a few of his friends into an alien fold, kidnaped 
him to prevent his keeping a date with Zeta Psi, kept him 
up till five o'clock in the morning, and then locked him 
in his room. The Alpha Beta fortunately boasted a mem
ber who was small enough to crawl through the transom 
of Penfield's room, open the door from the inside, and 
admit another Zete who pinned a pledge button on 
Penfield's nightshirt. 
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Sometimes by strategy, sometimes by vi et armts, and 

always with persistent determination, the new chapter 
proceeded to pledge and initiate men who were fitted to 
carry out the ideals of the Fraternity. The Alpha Beta 
encouraged its members to compete in every branch of 
campus activity. Early in its history the roll numbered 
many renowned athletes, but of later years the tendency 
has been toward a surprisingly large representation in 
the numerous dramatic organizations of the University. 
Beginning with the year 1909 and the name of Samuel 
Andrews, the Chapter has had some outstanding stars 
in campus stage productions: Robert H . Kennicott, Ί 7 ; 
Arthur H . Motley, '22; Carlton Neville, '24, and Mer
lin Carlock, '23. Motley, among his numerous other 
interests, is remembered as the founder of Pi Epsilon 
Delta, an honorary dramatic fraternity. In the field of 
music Truman E. Rickard, '04, stands preeminent as the 
author and composer of the University song, "Minnesota, 
Hail to Thee"; the University Glee Club Quartet, dur
ing the year following Rickard's graduation, was com
posed entirely of Zetes; and later, in 1924, after 
Brother Martin H . Bovey had transferred from the Eta 
at Yale, he joined with Brothers Hinman, Carlock, and 
Neville to form an organization of songsters, "The 
Whippoorwills," modeled after a similar Yale organiza
tion, the Whiffenpoofs. 

Within a few years after the founding of the Chapter 
the University took over the house at Harvard and Bea
con streets. As a make-shift, the Chapter for two years 
was compelled to rent a house on the corner of Univer
sity Avenue and Harvard Street. Later a more substan
tial and commodious house was purchased at 315 Tenth 

[570] 



Alpha Beta Chapter 
Avenue S. E., where the Chapter remained, except for j 
short period during the World War, until the present 
imposing new house was built in 1926. 

Few chapters of any fraternity have escaped what 
appears to be the inevitable swing of the pendulum from 
prosperity to adversity. The Alpha Beta has proved no 
exception to the rule. Scholarship lias seemed to be a 
stumbling-block on frequent occasions, but whether it is 
a disease or a symptom is a more difficult matter to decide. 
In 1912 the Chapter fell to within four places of the 
bottom on the scholarship list of the fraternities; it was 
criticized as being "too self-centered"; but there is no 
evidence that the morale of the house was seriously im
paired. To meet the situation, the Elders of the Twin 
Cities organized a "Minnesota Alumni Association" and 
took a new interest in the Chapter's affairs. The results 
were soon evident; by 1914 the Alpha Beta was one of 
the few undisputed leaders in campus affairs and boasted 
a strong personnel with a high morale. Quartered in the 
new home at 315 Tenth Avenue, S. E., purchased by 
the Zetes with the executive aid of Brother Norman L. 
Newhall, '04, the Chapter saw even a more prosperous 
year in 1915. 

A combination of unfortunate circumstances, however, 
was responsible for a steady decline in the fortunes of the 
Alpha Beta. For one thing, too many of the Chapter 
were engaged in work in the professional schools and 
consequently had little time to devote to fraternity affairs; 
several of the strongest men were graduated, leaving the 
Chapter without a strong centralized leadership; and un
timely religious schism resulted in a deadlock, with the 
result that for a time no new men could be pledged; and, 

[571] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
finally, came the War, which practically cleaned out the 
house. When college opened in the fall of 1917 there 
were not enough men back to carry on any rushing, and 
it was a question whether the house could be run at all, 
until the alumni generously came forward and offered to 
carry the rent for a year. In the fall of 1919 the 
S.A.T.C. took over the house for barracks, and the few-
survivors of the Alpha Beta were forced to move to 
temporary quarters which had been secured on a short 
lease. When, through the efforts of the alumni, they 
were finally able to return to the old house on "Sorority 
Row" in May of 1919, they found the house a shambles. 
Six to eight men were compelled to sleep in a room in
tended for two; the living room was furnished with a 
yellow oak piano, which belonged to the cook, a decrepit 
piano stool, two rocking chairs without arms, and a dav
enport which had been made over by an ambitious 
brother. 

Scholastically the Chapter was in an equally bad way. 
For a period of several years not a single member was 
graduated. With the exception of its participation in the 
drama, the Alpha Beta was practically unrepresented in 
any University activities. To compensate somewhat for 
this unfortunate state of affairs, the meals at the house 
were famous throughout the campus; the Zetes were 
good fellows and generous hosts, and they did achieve 
a reputation during this period for open hospitality and 
internal harmony. 

To revert for a moment to the Alpha Beta's war rec
ord: a total of 80 "actives" and Elders were in the serv
ice. Five never returned. During the period when the 
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United States was engaged in the war, the only men left 
to carry on the Chapter were either the men engaged in 
professional studies, such as medicine, or freshmen who 
were too young for the service. While the low condition 
of the Chapter during the period from 1916 to 1921 can
not be laid to this cause alone, the sacrifice which military 
duty entailed undoubtedly had more than a usual effect 
upon the Alpha Beta, which during that time especially 
needed strong leadership to pull it through its crisis. 

The combination of two forceful influences put the 
Alpha Beta firmly on its feet. In 1921 the alumni raised 
a fund of ten thousand dollars to make the much-needed 
repairs to the house and adequately furnish it. An im
provement in the morale of the Chapter was at once 
evident. The second factor contributing to the "Renais
sance" was the presence in the Chapter of Arthur H . 
("Red") Motley, '22, a man with a clear head, a fearless 
heart, and a dynamic personality. He realized the neces
sity of an immediate improvement in scholarship, and, 
together with Ingwold M. Remen, Earl R. Baker, '22, 
and Darrell F. Johnson, '20, instituted a relentless cam
paign. With the help of his influence other necessary 
reforms were effected. The result was that in 1922 the 
Chapter graduated five men—the first class for several 
years. Men from the Alpha Beta began to make a place 
for themselves in extra-curriculum activities, particularly 
in dramatic and literary organizations; and once more 
the Zetes had to be figured with during the rushing 
seasons. "Red's" genius for organization and his ability 
to "see things through" were so conspicuous and out
standing that in 1923 he was called to the service of the 
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Central Office where he spent five years of signal service 
to his Fraternity. A more adequate recognition of his 
work is given elsewhere in this volume. 

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the Alpha Beta, in 
1924, stands in many ways as a landmark in the history 
of the Chapter. In June of that year the Grand Chapter 
met for the second time at Minneapolis, and from this 
Convention the Alpha Beta received new inspiration and 
impetus to carry out an old ambition, a new house. With 
the help of some of the Elders, notably W. F. Engel, 
Ί 9 ; William Harry Card, '00; George W. Harsh, '04, 
and Cyrus Y. Bissel, Alpha 'oj; Sherman Berge, Ί ο ; 
Angier Furber, '04; Clinton M. Odell, Ό ι ; Motley and 
others, a splendid lot was found at the corner of Nine
teenth Street and University Avenue, S.E., and hurriedly 
purchased before it could be snapped up by other frater
nities who had designs upon it. In February a dinner, 
attended by fifty Zetes, was given to Brother Follett W. 
Bull, Xi 'gi, at the Minnesota Athletic Club. Follow
ing his speech the meeting took fire, and before the eve
ning was over $19,200 had been subscribed to the new 
project. A clean-up campaign brought the total to 
$25,000, and a new house became a certainty. Brothers 
Bissell and R. V. L. Haxby, Alpha '05, the architects, 
designed an imposing building of cut-stone construction, 
which in many ways is the finest fraternity house at 
Minnesota, 

It was into this house, then, at the opening of the 
University in the fall of 1926, that the Alpha Beta 
moved, a chapter which was practically as strong as that 
of the halcyon days of 1914 and 1915. Zeta Psi is to-
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day an important factor in the life of the University of 
Minnesota, and its ever-increasing body of Eiders has 
just right to be proud of the Chapter whose interests in 
later years they have so zealously watched and protected. 
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Alpha Epsilon 

ONLY a few students of United States history, even 
those who have most assiduously inhaled the dusty 

air of countless volumes of Congressional proceedings, 
could identify off-hand the "Land Grant Act of 1862"; 
nor would their memories serve if they were to be re
minded that the act is sometimes referred to as the "Mor
rill Bill." And if some enterprising undergraduate should 
wish to curry favor with his "History prof" just before 
the dreaded final examination, he might seriously embar
rass the worthy gentleman by asking him to explain the 
real influence of Jonathan B. Turner on national educa
tion. After the aforementioned professor had been 
effectually prevented from keeping an "important engage
ment" (which would probably include a hurried and 
ineffectual search of his reference books), the enterpris
ing student, who would inevitably be a Zete and who had 
chanced to read these pages, might hope to gain an "A" 
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for the semester by diplomatically answering his own 
question somewhat as follows: 

In almost the exact mathematical middle of the nine
teenth century, a movement, originating in Illinois, look
ing toward the establishment of state universities, reached 
Congress, This movement was the result of the activities 
of a committee appointed at a farmers' convention at 
Granville, Illinois; the resolutions of this committee, of 
which Professor Turner, of Jacksonville, was chairman, 
resound with rhetoric befitting a Bill of Rights or a 
Declaration of Independence, and proclaim with pioneer 
enthusiasm the principle that "all cultivators of the soil, 
artisans, mechanics, and merchants" both desire and de
serve the same advantage of a higher education as were 
then enjoyed by the professional classes. The remedy 
proposed was a state university. Professor Turner's plan 
received due publicity throughout the East and received 
the editorial approval of the press; at home, in 1855, 
the Illinois Legislature passed "An Act to Incorporate 
the Trustees of the Illinois University." Two years later 
a bill reached Washington providing for federal aid for 
state educational institutions, but at the moment of 
apparent success President Buchanan interposed his veto. 
It was not until 1862 that a bill, sponsored by Justin S. 
Morrill, of Vermont, passed both Houses and was signed 
by a President who, during his young manhood in Pro
fessor Turner's own state, had learned both the value 
of an education and the difficulties attendant upon obtain
ing it. Though Abraham Lincoln "belongs to the ages," 
the state of Illinois may fittingly claim him as her son; 
the University of Illinois may claim him, together with 
another native son, Professor Turner, as a father; for 

[577] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
as an outcome of the passage of the Morrill Bill, to which 
Lincoln's signature gave life, the newly incorporated 
"Industrial University of Illinois" received land scrip for 
480,000 acres of land in the state. And it is of particular 
interest to Zeta Psi that many years afterward, when the 
Alph«a Epsilon was established, Abraham Lincoln was 
chosen as the patron saint of the Chapter. 

The history of Zeta Psi at the University of Illinois 
(since 1895 no longer an "Industrial University") dates 
back to the spring of 1905 when seven students, who had 
been congenially associated, organized into a local club 
which should in time petition a national fraternity for 
a charter. Four of the seven were Maurice E. Vasen, 
Herbert C. Zink, Charles M. Marsh, and Otto W. 
Schreiber, who all afterward became Zetes. Under the 
peculiar fraternity conditions at the University, where 
already many national Greek letter societies had strongly 
entrenched themselves, the task of building up a local 
club was a considerable one. The new organization chose 
for its name one which faintly suggested Miltonian 
"quips and cranks and wanton wiles." Thus equipped the 
Comus Club set about its task of choosing other members 
to aid them in their work of building up a strong and 
representative organization. Only a few months later, 
in June, 1905, contracts were signed for the rental of 
a house at 209 E. Green Street, Champaign, to be occu
pied at the beginning of college in the fall. Two years 
later the house at 33 E. Green Street, at the corner of 
First Street, was rented and for ten years was the home 
of the club and the subsequent chapter. 

The new Comus Club almost at once made a place for 
itself in the life of the University. Its members, together 
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with those who were gradually added after painstaking 
choice and heartbreaking competition with the older es
tablished campus societies, brought the new organization 
to the attention of the University by taking a prominent 
part in various social, political, intellectual and athletic 
activities. Holding always before them their ambition 
eventually to petition a national fraternity, they built 
slowly, but they built securely. 

By the end of the succeeding year, 1906, the Comus 
Club felt itself in a strong enough position to make over
tures to some national organization. The question of 
which fraternity to petition had been under constant con
sideration and discussion. By a fortunate chance four 
loyal Zetes were at that time professors at the Univer
sity: Dr. Edwin Grant Dexter and Dr. Stephen S. Colvin. 
both Epsilon 'gi; F. K. W. Drury, Delta '98, and Dr. 
F. W. Carpenter, Phi 'gg. The clerk of the Circuit Court 
of Champaign County at that time was the late Brother 
Jasper W. Porter, Omega '64, whose name, with that 
of his wife, is held dear by many an Elder of the Alpha 
Epsilon; for by their fireside many a happy evening was 
spent. No gathering of Illinois Zetes was complete with
out the presence of "Jap" Porter who, like his classmate, 
Henry T. Thomas, was blessed with the priceless gift 
of perennial youth and boundless enthusiasm for Zeta 
Psi. Bronze tablets inscribed with the names of those 
classmates have been placed over the hearth in the Lin
coln room in the Chapter house. Brother Porter labored 
devotedly as president of the Alpha Epsilon Alumni As
sociation, and, despite his handicap of years, lived just 
long enough to see his dream, and that of the other loyal 
members of the Association, take form in brick and mor-
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tar. Brother Thomas always retained that intense loyalty 
that brought him annually to the Lincoln Exercises of 
the Chapter. 

These five Zetes were approached by the members of 
the Comus Club who had made up their minds that Zeta 
Psi was the fraternity which they desired to petition. 
They were invited to dinner in the spring of 1906, and 
apprised of the ambitions of the Club; they carefully 
inspected their twenty-two hosts and quietly examined 
their records and heard reports of them from the various 
officials of the University. They ended by finding the 
members of the Club worthy, and immediately set about 
aiding them in preparing a petition and enlisting the sup
port of other Zetes throughout the East and Middle 
West. 

By the succeeding fall the petition was prepared to 
be presented to the Sixty-second (A) Convention to be 
held at Detroit on January 3 and 4, 1908. In the mean
time the Xi Chapter at Michigan had interested itself 
in the petitioners and sent a committee, composed of 
Brothers James C. Warren, '07, and Arthur S. Lytton, 
'08, to investigate. Their report was favorable, and at 
the Convention the Xi stood sponsor for the Comus 
Club. 

But there were stormy days ahead. At the Detroit 
Convention the petitioners -met their first snag in the 
shape of a rule of the Fraternity requiring each petition
ing body to provide a fund of $5,000 as a guarantee to 
secure adequate housing conditions. The money was not 
in sight, but the Grand Chapter was sufficiently impressed 
with the record of the Comus Club to grant the petition 
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conditionally upon the raising of the guarantee fund 
before June, 1909. 

The raising of this fund is the story of the triumph of 
zeal and persistency, aided by sound business organiza
tion, over bothersome but necessary technicalities. When 
the Sixty-second (B) Convention met in Toronto in Jan
uary, 1909, the Comus Club was able to show that it had 
raised a considerable sum of money as the result of a 
campaign launched against the pocketbook of every Zete 
resident in the Middle West. Brother William A. Corn-
stock, Xi 'gg, then Phi Alpha, had helped to organize 
a Central Association of Zeta Psi, which aided in the 
project. What money had been forthcoming had been 
wisely invested in real estate and furniture; fortunately 
the real estate had increased in value since its purchase, 
and it was estimated that the assets of the Club, in Janu
ary, 1909, exceeded in value the $5,000 necessary for 
the guarantee. 

The question arose: had the guarantee been met? The 
argument on both sides waxed hot. Brother Henry T. 
Thomas, who had always shown himself peculiarly inter
ested in the ambitions of the Comus Club, argued for 
liberal construction of the guarantee, in view of the "evi
dent good faith and loyal patience" of the petitioners. 
But it was decided that a unanimous vote was necessary 
in order to pass upon the question, and the matter was 
decided adversely to the Comus Club by the votes of a 
conservative element of the convention which, with some 
justice, argued that a loose construction of the guarantee 
might open the door to even more liberal interpretations 
in the future. The decision of the convention, therefore, 
was that only the cost price of the real and personal prop-
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erty could be taken into consideration in determining 
whether or not the Comus Club had met the guarantee. 

This decision was a sad blow to the hopes of the peti
tioners and their sponsors. Only six months were left 
before the petition, conditionally granted a year before, 
must either be made absolute or else automatically with
drawn. The situation seemed hopeless. But then occurred 
one of those phenomena, psychologically so hard to ex
plain even by those who are seasoned campaigners for 
funds: a wave of sentiment, undoubtedly inspired by the 
favorable reports of the Central Association of Zeta Psi 
and the enthusiastic speeches at the convention made by 
Brothers Harold P. Gould, Xi Ίο (the first editor of 
the Circle, the first number of which was to appear in a 
few months), and Edwin B. Mayer, Epsilon 'oo. On the 
crest of this wave the guarantee fund was carried well 
"over the top." After a struggle which had been carried 
on over a period of almost four years, the Comus Club 
had won its battle for recognition. 

Plans were made for an early installation, and the cere
monies were held on the 15th, 16th and 17th of April, 
1909. Brother Charles A. Moss, Theta Xi 'gq, Phi 
Alpha, came from Toronto to preside, and there were 
present also two other Grand Officers, Myron W. Green, 
Zeta 'go, and William A. Comstock, Xi 'gg. Present 
also were delegates from ten chapters of the Fraternity, 
including faithful Champaign Zetes, now four in number,1 

who had contributed so much of their time and services 
to the consummation of the hopes of the Comus Club, 
now the Alpha Epsilon Chapter, numbering thirty mem-

1 Brother Dexter had been appointed Commissioner of Education to Porto Rico 
in 19Π7. 
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bers. Brother Clinton P. Trotter was elected the first 
Phi. 

It should be here recorded that among these thirty 
charter members of the Alpha Epsilon was one who was 
destined to even wider fields of influence in the affairs 
of the Fraternity, Frederick H. Nymeyer, who, follow
ing his graduation in 1911, served for eight years as the 
General Secretary of Zeta Psi and was largely instru
mental in organizing the affairs of the Central Office to 
a high degree of perfection. A more detailed account of 
his invaluable services will be found elsewhere in this 
volume. 

Additional significance was given to the installation 
ceremonies by an event which was also to exert a lasting 
influence on the life of the Chapter. Brother Thomas 
had long been interested in the revival of his old chapter, 
the Omega, at the University of Chicago. His interest in 
his native state of Illinois had always caused him to hope 
that Zeta Psi would found a chapter within its confines-, 
and it was to this chapter, wherever it might be, that 
he had hoped to donate a large collection of relics con
nected with the memory of Abraham Lincoln, Illinois' 
most famous son. When it became apparent that condi
tions at Chicago were not favorable to a reinstatement 
of the Omega, Brother Thomas in 1908 had presented 
to the Xi Chapter, at Ann Arbor, a life mask of Lincoln, 
made and signed by Leonard V. Volk in i860. How it 
was acquired by the donor is told in Chapter XIII . The 
gift was made on the condition that if a chapter of Zeta 
Psi were to be established in the state of Illinois before 
the year 1914 the mask should become the property of 
that chapter; otherwise, at the expiration of that time, 

[583] 



The Story of Ζ eta Ρ si 
the mask, was to become unconditionally the property of 
the Xi. When the Alpha Epsilon came into existence in 
1909, the Xi sent the mask to Illinois, where it was pre
sented to the Chapter by Brother Thomas at the installa
tion ceremonies, on condition that the Chapter adopt 
Lincoln as its patron saint. 

Ever since the day of its founding, therefore, the mem
ory of Lincoln has been especially cherished by the Alpha 
Epsilon. On the first 12th of February following the 
installation, the Chapter held the first of the Lincoln 
Day exercises, which have since come to be regarded as 
among the most impressive assemblies at the University. 
These gatherings are regularly addressed by prominent 
men, recruited either from the outside or from the faculty 
of the University, and are always largely attended. Since 
the erection of the new house, in 1920, the exercises have 
been held in the Lincoln Room, which ordinarily serves 
as the living room, library and writing room. The room 
itself is redolent with the spirit of Lincoln: a bronze 
tablet, on which is inscribed the Gettysburg Address, 
adorns the walls, together with a replica of the Volk life 
mask (the original being too valuable for exhibition 
purposes), sundry Lincoln pictures, one of them an oil 
portrait (also the gift of Brother Thomas), and a signed 
copy of an etching of Lincoln by Marshall, the gift of 
Brother Dorr. The library boasts an excellent collection 
of Lincolniana; many of the volumes comprise the nucleus 
with which Brother Thomas endowed the library at the 
installation ceremony on April 16, 1909. Brother 
Thomas' generosity, aside from his interest in Lincoln 
and in the Alpha Epsilon, was prompted by his desire to 
see each chapter of Zeta Psi adopt a patron saint who 
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should exemplify the ideals of its members. This move
ment, inaugurated with the Alpha Epsilon, has already 
borne fruit in the case of all but two of the chapters. 

The new chapter at once set about justifying its exist
ence, and has consistently succeeded ever since. Zetes 
were soon found in almost every branch of University 
activities. Even more important, the new brothers were 
quick to grasp the conviction that the scholarship of the 
Chapter must be kept at a high level. By 1919 the house 
had succeeded four times in topping the Fraternity schol
arship list, the second time attaining the highest average 
ever obtained by a Greek-letter society at Illinois. Tn 
the realm of athletics special tribute should be paid to 
Brother Harold E. ("Red") Grange, '26. 

The Chapter proved tar-sighted m another respect. 
It at once realized that the day would soon come when a 
new house would be needed, and without loss of time the 
financiers of the Chapter set about their preparations to 
meet the future. Mention has already been made of the 
real estate investment from the funds which went to make 
up the original $5,000 guarantee; the soundness of the 
judgment which prompted this purchase may be inferred 
from the fact that some ten years later the new house 
was erected upon these lots. Furthermore, early in the 
history of the Chapter a plan was adopted whereby every 
man, upon his initiation, signed a note for a hundred 
dollars, payable in installments over a period of ten years. 
The soundness of the financial policy of the Alpha Epsi
lon was attested to on its tenth anniversary, in 1919, when 
it was found that the original assets of the Chapter had 
been doubled. 

As early as 1913 plans were being formulated for a 
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new house, but the coming of the World War prevented 
their fruition. During the year 1917-1918 so many of 
the brothers were in military service that even the old 
house had to be abandoned, and the few remaining Zetes 
accepted the cordial invitation of Phi Gamma Delta to 
share their house with them. With the signing of the 
Armistice the housing problem was presented anew. Until 
a suitable house could be rented for the year, three rooms 
in a private home in Champaign were rented for meetings. 
And then, with building prices at their highest peak, the 
Alpha Epsilon courageously faced the problem of build
ing their new house. 

It is always a difficult matter to give credit where it 
is due. In this instance perhaps the dilemma may be 
avoided by ascribing a large share of the credit to the 
Alpha Epsilon Alumni Association, which had been 
formed only a month after the installation of the Chap
ter, on May 31, 1909, and was then composed of the 
four Elders residing in Champaign-Urbana, together with 
the four seniors in the University. To this Association 
may be ascribed a great deal of the credit for keeping 
the house finances in such excellent condition; it was the 
Association which, in November of 1919, at Home-com
ing, took up with vim and enthusiasm the problem of 
financing a new home for the Chapter. 

The plans which had been adopted before the war had 
to be scrapped, and a house of more moderate propor
tions was planned by Brother James V. Richards, Ί ο . 
Yet his careful and constant supervision, coupled with the 
efforts of Brothers C. H . Westcott, '14, as chairman of 
the Building Committee, and Brother J . W. Watson, '15, 
as secretary-treasurer of the Association, might still have 
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been unavailing had it not been for the timely financial 
assistance of two Elders from other chapters. Brother 
William A. Comstock, Xi 'gg, had purchased for the 
Alpha Epsilon Alumni Association the original John 
Street lots and donated to the Chapter the full purchase 
price, provided payments were made to him within ten 
years from the date of the original purchase; when the 
repayment was made to him within the time specified, 
Brother Comstock returned the full amount to the Asso
ciation. 

A third adjacent lot had been purchased through the 
generosity of Brother Drury. Another splendidly gener
ous offer came from Brother Ellis Ames Ballard, Sigma 
'81, on November, 1919, in the shape of a substantial 
donation provided the building fund was raised "by a cer
tain date. An announcement that the condition had been 
met was wired to Brother Nymeyer at the 1920 Conven
tion. The response of the Elders of the Chapter in gen
eral was further attested by the fact that the Alpha 
Epsilon in 1921 won the prize of two hundred dollars 
offered by the Fraternity for the highest percentage of 
Elders' dues collected during the current year. 

The new house was fittingly dedicated, in the presence 
of a large body of Alumni, at the Home-coming Celebra
tion on October 31, 1920. The Alpha Epsilon has always 
been fortunate' in having a closely knit group of alumni 
who have retained an unusual amount of interest in the 
progress of the Chapter. It is this interest, combined 
with the personnel of the active chapters from year to 
year, which has been responsible for the position of the 
Alpha Epsilon today. 
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TH E beginnings of the University of Wisconsin date 
back to an act of the territorial legislature in 1836, 

but the University itself was not organized until 1850. 
The first class, '54, numbered two graduates out of a 
total enrollment of forty-one students in the institution. 
The people of the state were hostile to the idea of a state 
university, and it was compelled to eke out a precarious 
existence, depending for its support on the lands granted 
to it by Congress. At the close of the Civil War no more 
than forty-eight students had been graduated; but in 
1867 the state legislature made its first appropriation, 
and the institution gradually began to grow in popularity. 
The year 1890 began another era of marked increase in 
enrollment, which has continued down to the present time 
with the result that today the University of Wisconsin 
ranks among the first three or four state universities of 
the United States, and is favorably known in Europe. 

The fraternity invasion began early in the history of 
the University; Phi Delta Theta came to Madison in 
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1857, but was inactive for some years. Beta Theta Pi 
followed in 1873, a n £ i ^ora that time on the increase in 
the number of fraternities was rapid. The year 1910 
found twenty Greek letter organizations on the campus, 
among them Phi Kappa Psi, Chi Psi, Delta Upsilon, 
Delta Tau Delta, Psi Upsilon, Alpha Delta Phi, and 
D.K.E. 

Prior to 1910 two efforts are recorded to bring Zeta 
Psi to Madison. A sporadic effort in 1893, led by a peti
tioning group at the University, soon died a natural 
death. In 1895, an issue of the Madison Democrat re
cords an effort on the part of the Wisconsin fraternities, 
led by Chi Psi and Phi Delta Theta, to form an inter-
fraternity association, the avowed purpose of which was 
to freeze out all new-comers in the fraternity circle, and 
to control the student elections, the athletic association, 
and the publications. The movement seems to have been 
actuated by a desire to put out of the running a strong 
local fraternity known as Rho Kappa Upsilon, since it 
was not invited to the conference. Beta Theta Pi alone 
declined an invitation to be present, and stood firm against 
such a display of snobbery and discrimination. A re
porter of the Democrat tracked a fiery Rho Kapp to his 
lair and braved an interview. Once loosened up, the 
injured undergraduate seemed willing to talk. After fir
ing a few batteries of high explosive at his enemies—such 
as "If the Chi Psis are to be in it, why not let in the rest 
of the sororities?"—he continued, "Why, we are well 
known throughout the college world where these other 
chapters were never heard of. For instance, some time 
ago when the Sigma Delta Sigmas (now Theta Delta 
Chis) were petitioning for a charter of Zeta Psi, a young 
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man came here from Michigan to look over their crowd, 
and before he left he came to us and said that he had 
decided to report against the Sigma Delts but that he 
should like permission to allow his chapter to present a 
petition to his fraternity for us." 

Brother Joseph B. Alexander, Chi '94, c u t this clip
ping from the Democrat and sent it to Brother Israel C. 
Pierson, Phi '65, with the comment that he had under
stood that the Rho Kappa Upsilon loatl had made a peti
tion (though in an irregular way) to the Grand Chapter 
at its convention at Cornell in 1894, and that the petition 
had either been refused or laid on the table; he asked 
Pierson for either confirmation or denial of the rumor. 
Pierson's reply has been lost, but the minutes of the Con
vention of 1894. do not refer to atvy such petition, and it 
is safe to say that if such a petition was presented, it 
was done in such an irregular way that no official notice 
was taken of it. 

In 1904 another local group at Wisconsin took pre
liminary steps to petition for a charter; it was investi
gated by some of the brothers, but the petition never 
reached the Grand Chapter. 

The difficulty attendant upon establishing a chapter at 
Madison was not caused by any feeling that the Uni
versity was not a good field for Zeta Psi; the trouble lay 
in finding a group of men worthy to take on the respon
sibilities and privileges of the task,. Israel Pierson, per
haps the first "grand old man" of the Fraternity, before 
his death in 1908, expressed the wish that before long 
his Fraternity should enter the University of Wisconsin. 

The proper opportunity did not come; it was made. 
In trie fa\\ of 190B Brother HaskeW l^oyes, Eta Ό8, en-
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tered the University of Wisconsin Law School. At Yale 
he had captained the basketball team for two years and 
taken a leading part in University affairs; more than that, 
he was a loyal and enthusiastic Zete. He had not been 
in Madison long before he made many friends and was 
elected to one of the honorary societies, "Yellow Hel
met." He had for his friends men of many fraternal 
affiliations, and as a "man without a country" was able to 
acquire an unprejudiced view of the fraternity system at 
Madison. As he became more intimately acquainted with 
the University his natural thought was that it would be a 
splendid field for Zeta Psi; out of a total enrollment of 
nearly 2,500 men only nineteen per cent were fraternity 
members, while, strangely enough, a great many of the 
most prominent men on the campus were by preference 
independents. This rather anomalous situation was the 
resultant of three defects in the fraternity system as it 
then existed at Wisconsin: first, the poor system of rush
ing was responsible for the pledging of many men on 
merely superficial acquaintance, while others of real worth 
were overlooked until after the various quotas had been 
filled; in the second place, though there were twenty 
fraternities at the University, some of them were nation
ally weak, and many men preferred to remain independ
ent rather than to affiliate themselves with such organi
zations; and third, irrespective of national standing, some 
of the chapters were not such as to appeal to strong men. 

In the meantime Noyes had found three brother 
Zetes in the University: William Lunt, Lambda '04, 
was an instructor in the history department; Wendell 
G. Wilcox, Gamma '05, was an instructor in chemistry; 
and Alexander W. Skinner, Gamma ex-10, was a junior 
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in the law school. In January of 1910 these four men 
got together and decided that the time was ripe for Zeta 
Psi to come to Wisconsin. Another Zete was found 
in Madison—the Rev. F. A. Gilmore, Chi '8g. For the 
next six months they conducted one of the most active and 
efficient campaigns that have been recorded in the history 
of petitions to the Fraternity. 

At that time there was no local fraternity or club at 
Wisconsin that was deemed worthy to become a future 
chapter of Zeta Psi, Rather than accept inferior material, 
the three organizers decided that they would have to 
build from the ground up, and found a club of their own. 
And so they set about their seemingly impossible task, 
made all the more difficult by the fact that they had re
solved that they would establish a chapter by the coming 
fall. 

Their first move was to take into their confidence two 
members of the faculty, James H . Walton, Jr., of the 
chemistry department, and Herbert C. Bell, of the 
history department, both of whom later became charter 
members of the Chapter. Noyes next approached a friend 
of his who happened to be a Deke, and obtained from 
him a list of prospective candidates: with this list the 
five went to work to build up their club. 

The first man approached was Eugene J. Ryan, a mem
ber of the Varsity crew and a member of the Committee 
of Twenty-five. At the end of an intensive two-hour 
session he was sold on the idea, and aided in the selection 
of the second man, Leonard E. Voyer, a man active in 
football and crew and treasurer of the junior class. The 
president of the junior class, William H. Ellis, made a 
third. And so it went. Each man was in turn selected 
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only after a most searching scrutiny. The process was 
slow, but it was "precious sure." The organization, when 
finally formed, numbered, in addition to those already 
mentioned, Reuben N. Trane, captain of the Varsity 
crew; George H. Nickell, president of the sophomore 
class; Charles E. Terry, secretary of the junior class, and 
others none less worthy, fourteen in all. The magnitude 
of this accomplishment can be better realized when it 
is remembered that all of these men had received and 
rejected bids from other fraternities, and that the idea 
of forming a club to petition Zeta Psi had to be borne 
in upon them through sheer persuasion and force of 
personality. 

The organization took the name of the Algoma Club. 
The active members were those connected with the Uni
versity; the Zetes became honorary members, ex-offlcio. 
One blackball was sufficient to exclude a man from mem
bership, and to make any action legal at least two Zetes 
had to be present and vote. Regular weekly meetings 
were held, and a spirit developed which sent the members 
with renewed activity into every phase of campus life. In 
a junior class election shortly after the formation of the 
Club, four out of the eight officers were selected from 
among the members of the Algoma Club. A corporation 
was also formed to lease a house. 

The organization of the Algoma Club was completed 
by the end of February. There then arose the equally 
difficult problem of laying the facts before the Frater
nity. As a preliminary step Noyes immediately made 
flying visits to the neighboring chapters at Michigan, 
Illinois, and Minnesota, whose word would carry great 
weight with the more remote chapters; he found them 
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in entire sympathy with his proposal, and later in the 
year they sent delegates to Madison to inspect the Al-
goma Club. During the Easter vacation Brother Wilcox 
put the story before more than ten of the eastern chap
ters. Letters were printed and broadcast among "ac
tives" and alumni throughout the continent. 

The Grand Chapter met in San Francisco on Septem
ber 2, 1910. Noyes gave up a trip to Europe to present 
the petition in person. A brother of his from the Eta, 
W . E. Yaggey, Ί 1 , made the motion, which was seconded 
by Brother W . A. Comstock, Xi 'gg; it was carried with
out opposition. The intensive six months' work on the 
part of the Madison Zetes had borne its fruit. 

In June three of the Zetes had signed a lease for a 
suitable house on the corner of State and Lake streets; 
Brother Comstock had generously aided in supplying 
funds to furnish it, and Noyes and his mother, with the 
help of William H. Ellis, one of the members of the 
Club, had bought all the furnishings. When the delegates 
were on their way back from the Convention everything 
was in readiness for the installation, which took place on 
the 14th of September. The following were initiated as 
charter members of the new Lambda Psi Chapter, in the 
presence of thirty-two brothers representing fourteen 
chapters, among them being the late Charles A. Moss, 
Theta Xi '94, Phi Alpha; Ή . Μ. Waldron, Delta 'gs; 
W. A. Comstock, Xi 'gg; James Henri Wilton, Jr., 
Herbert Clifford Bell, Eugene John Ryan, William 
Henry Ellis, Joseph Benjamin Loesch, Leonard Eugene 
Voyer, Howard Nelson Eidemiller, Kenneth Boyden 
Kennicott, Glen Parker Cowan, Charles Earl Ferry, 
George Harold Nickell, Roger Allen Skinner, Robert 
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Dwight Watson, Roger Bross Buetell, and Ross Orville 
Stine. 

Seldom has a chapter begun its life under more favor
able conditions. (The new brothers, representing the best 
element in college, were charged with being even too con
genial.) The first rushing, in which none of them had 
had any experience, was successfully carried on under the 
active guidance of Noyes, Wilcox, and the late Brother 
John H . Savage, Jr., Zeta '12, who had transferred to 
Wisconsin. Two men of especial later value to the Chap
ter were pledged during the first fall. John C. Van Riper, 
who died in France in 1919, and C. Eugene Van Gent; 
both played football, both captained Varsity basketball 
teams, and both contributed immensely to the prestige 
of the Chapter on the campus and the discipline and 
morale of the brothers within the fraternity. 

The history of the Chapter for the next few years is 
one of prosperity without and within, save only for a lax-
ness in the handling of the house finances. The Lambda 
Psi was handicapped by the lack of alumni who could be 
close enough to advise them when a tight rein on expen
ditures was necessary. The indebtedness contracted con
tinued to grow, and the slate was not wiped clean until 
some years later, undoubtedly a great injustice to those 
who came after and had to bear the brunt of rigid econ
omy to pay off debts which they had no share in con
tracting. 

Another difficulty which the Chapter had to face was 
in the nature of the group; being older and more mature 
than the average college man, many brothers left to go 
into business before their graduation. In 1914 only six 
upperclassmen returned to college; but despite the fact 
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that they had to bear the brunt of the rushing they suc
ceeded in pledging a fine delegation of freshmen. In 
1915 the situation was even worse, for there were no 
seniors and only three juniors, one of whom left to go into 
business before the end of the first semester. The juniors 
took the situation in hand, established rigid study hours 
for the freshmen and sophomores, and set themselves to 
a year of rushing which was as successful as it was 
strenuous. 

The precarious state of the Chapter finances and the 
exhausting work of keeping the house filled with men of 
Zete calibre was having its effect; there is no doubt that 
the Lambda Psi fell somewhat from the high position 
which it had occupied but a few years before. Brother 
Henry T. Thomas, Omega '64, realizing the need for 
strengthening the morale of the Chapter, led a movement 
which culminated in the renting of a new house at 104 
Langdon Street. The old house had served its purpose 
too long, and was not conducive to inspiring the necessary 
pride or enthusiasm in the Chapter. The brothers moved 
in at the opening of college in 1916. The effect of the 
new house was immediately noticeable; the rushing sea
son was successful, and careful management enabled the 
treasury to pay off part of the debt which had been 
accumulating for several years. 

The coming of the War had the same disrupting in
fluence on the Lambda Psi that it had on all the other 
chapters. It rose to the occasion nobly, sending seventy-
one per cent of its entire membership into the service, a 
record not equalled by any other fraternity at Madison; 
and the brothers led by a wide margin in subscriptions to 
the Liberty Loans. The efforts of a handful, who were 
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by necessity left in college, kept the Chapter alive under 
the most adverse circumstances. Brothers Willis D. 
Storer, Ί 6 , and Cyrus J. Gatton, Ί 8 , made the supreme 
sacrifice in France; others were seriously wounded, among 
them George M. Carlson, Ί 8 ; Charles F. Johnston, "17, 
and Harold D. Smith, '17. 

The University took over most of the fraternity houses 
in the fall of 1918, but owing to its distance from the 
college the Zeta Psi house was not disturbed; the few 
remaining "actives," however, enrolled in the S.A.T.C., 
were assigned to barracks, and the house was closed dur
ing the fall. Seven good men, however, were initiated. 
Mainly through the efforts of Taylor H. Seeber, then 
only a sophomore, the Chapter was kept alive until the 
close of the war, when the University held a glorious 
home-coming, and the returning brothers found the 
Chapter in better condition than it had been in 1917. 

With the reopening of college in January, 1919, about 
fifteen brothers returned, and more straggled in from 
time to time. Despite a debt of $1,200, the Chapter 
managed in some way to break even financially. Three 
alumni in Madison served the Lambda Psi devotedly in 
every capacity: Percy W. Slocum, '14; George W. Sayle, 
Jr., Ί 6 , and Henry H. Bush, ' 18. The following year 
saw the debt materially reduced, and in 1920-1921 it was 
completely wiped out, an accomplishment partially due 
to the fact that the third floor of the house had been 
remodeled to make room for added living quarters. 

During recent years one healthy symptom has been 
noticed—the raising of the scholarship of the Chapter. 
During the year 1924-192.5 the Fraternity rose from 
thirty-fifth place to third; of the first two, one was a pro-
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fessional and the other a Jewish fraternity; Brother Ar
thur H . Motley, Alpha Beta '24, the general secretary, 
inaugurated a scholastic card index system which put the 
Chapter on its toes and impressed them with the necessity 
of doing their college work. 

The latest development at the Lambda Psi is their new 
house, occupied in the fall of 1924; it is now the finest 
in the University. The work was directed through the 
Chicago Association by Brother Edwin B. Mayer, Epsi-
lon Og; Paul B. Welch, Lambda Psi 'IJ, and Louis Rit-
ter, Lambda Psi Ί6, with George Sayle, Ί 6 , and Ralph 
Horton, '20, acting as their agents in Madison. The 
house should go far in winning Zeta Psi added laurels 
and prestige at Wisconsin, and should further justify the 
confidence which the Fraternity as a whole has placed in 
Lambda Psi. 
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I T WAS only four years after the first "covered 
wagon" had heralded the Gold Rush of 1849 that the 

Territory of Washington was officially organized. Its 
inhabitants were, for the most part, descendants of early 
pioneer stock, God-fearing people, who were by nature 
ambitious for the education of their rapidly growing fami
lies. They had come to stay, and with characteristic fore
sight began to build on a sure foundation, looking to the 
day when their children would take their places in the 
development of the new West. It was natural that one 
of their first considerations should be the building of 
schools, and then of colleges. 

As early as 1855 a movement was set on foot looking 
to the establishment of a territorial university, which an 
act of 1861 located in the village of Seattle. Prominent 
citizens donated a tract of ten acres on what was then an 
outskirt of the village. Towering office buildings in the 
center of the city today mark the site, which has ever since 
remained in the possession of the University. 

The early progress of the infant institution was slow 
and steady despite the discouraging conditions incident 
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to pioneer life. The growth of the village into a city 
and of the straggling institution into a university led the 
legislature in 1891 to set aside a new site five miles from 
the city. The new location was ideal, a magnificent tract 
of 355 acres bordering on Lake Washington and Lake 
Union, and overlooking the snow-capped peaks of the 
Olympic and Cascade Ranges. 

Another gold rush—this time to Alaska—contributed 
to the amazing development of the Pacific Northwest in 
general and Seattle in particular. The growth of the 
University kept pace with that of the territory. Today 
the University of Washington boasts over 5,000 students, 
a superb equipment, and a recognized forte for turning 
out a splendid class of men and women from all of its 
many departments. 

As early as 1896 Sigma Nu had founded a chapter at 
Washington; other fraternities followed quickly, among 
them Phi Delta Theta, Phi Gamma Delta, Beta Theta 
Pi, Delta Tau Delta, Delta Upsilon, D.K.E., and Psi 
Upsilon: by 1920 twenty-four national fraternities and 
seventeen sororities had taken the field. For the first time 
on the West Coast, Zeta Psi was late in its arrival. 

The future Phi Lambda Chapter had perhaps the most 
unusual beginning of any of its sisters. It was not con
ceived or fostered as an orthodox local fraternity; there 
was not present in the minds of its founders the idea that 
it would ever petition a national organization. Its be
ginnings were, rather, laid on a religious foundation; it 
was to be a "fraternity—with exceptions," It arose in this 
way: 

In 1914 there came to the University from Minne
apolis a freshman named Wendell Brackett. While in 
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Minneapolis he had associated with a group known as the 
Chi Rho Theta, an outgrowth of the Bishop Gilbert So
ciety, ΰ- social organization which drew its members from 
students of Episcopalian leanings. The idea appealed 
to Brackett, and when he came to Seattle he determined 
to ioxtftfl ^ t,iVi,& ^ ^ SMTftV&T YiTAwrt "wVAtiri ra%V& grattaatty 
extend itself throughout the country, with chapters in 
various universities and colleges. 

Chance aided him in his search for men who would be 
willing to cooperate with him; the first was Bertis Neely, 
who l^ter with Brackett became a charter member of the 
Phi Lambda. The two drew about them a group of 
seven others, two of whom, Thomas Granger and 
Thomas Sherman, also became charter members of Phi 
Lambda. As the result of several meetings, held in the 
various rooms of the members of the new group, a policy 
was adopted whereby the organization was to be modeled 
like a fraternity, but was to admit members of other na
tional Greek letter fraternities, and in addition to include 
some members of the clergy and the Bishop of Olympia 
as honorary members. I t was to have a double aim: to 
deepen and strengthen the attachment to the Episcopal 
Church in the lives of its members, and to extend its 
fellowship helpfully to others. 

The new society first took the name of the Brooks 
Club, but this was soon abandoned as being unsuitable, 
and the name Beth Quoth was adopted, representing the 
initials of the Hebrew words B'nai Haqqohol—the 
"House [in the sense of family] of the Church." 
Brackett became its first president. H e realized the neces
sity of a close union with the Church in Seattle, and 
caused to be organized a Beth Quoth Clubhouse Asso-
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ciation, the board of which was elected by the vestry of 
Christ Church, Seattle. The activities of this association 
enabled the Beth Quothers to rent a house at 5015 Seven
teenth Avenue, N.E., upon the opening of the Univer
sity in the fall of 1915. The house proved too large, 
and toward the close of the college year smaller quarters 
were obtained at 4511 Eighteenth Avenue, N.E. 

Beth Quoth at the outset met with considerable diffi
culty. Because of its peculiar nature it was possible for 
members to be whisked away by other fraternities, and it 
finally became necessary to bind to the organization all 
the "actives" save those who already belonged to other 
fraternities, and these became associate members. But 
there were still leakages into other fraternities from 
among the "actives." Since Beth Quoth was not repre
sented on the Interfraternity Council it was possible in 
some instances for fraternities to persuade the Beth 
Quothers that they could join another society without 
violating their pledge. It became necessary for Beth 
Quoth to have a seat in the Interfraternity Council; the 
struggle for this recognition was prolonged and com
plicated, but the new organization finally won its point 
after promising not to pledge thereafter any members 
of other fraternities. 

The Jewish name of the society had caused some com
ment and considerable laughter on the campus, and many 
of those not acquainted with its nature believed it to be 
a Jewish fraternity. To obviate this difficulty the name 
was again changed, this time by translating it into Greek, 
which produced the initials Alpha Theta Epsilon. 

Nor was it long afterward that some of the leaders 
became dissatisfied with the support which the organiza-

[602] 



Phi Lambda Chapter 
tion was receiving from the Church and the Bishop; it 
was at least in the minds of some of the members that 
in the end Alpha Theta Epsilon would have to break 
with the Church and» in order to insure its preservation, 
affiliate itself with some national fraternity. But there 
was the Clubhouse Association to be dealt with, and none 
of the members wished to break faith with the churchmen 
who had so materially aided in housing the society. 

No particular course of procedure had been outlined 
when the War broke out; the house was given up almost 
at once, and all but two or three of the "actives" had 
enlisted by July of 1917. The furniture was sold, and 
practically all that remained of Alpha Theta Epsilon was 
a name, which was called regularly at each meeting of 
the Interfraternity Council throughout the War, and an 
"absent" mark placed opposite it in the minutes. 

The return of peace found Alpha Theta Epsilon in 
a pitiable condition—practically non-existent. Professor 
Robert Max Garrett (later a Brother) had preserved 
some of the paraphernalia and a few pictures from the old 
house. Two of the former members, believing the organi
zation dead, had joined other fraternities. April of 1919 
saw but four of the old members back—Brackett, DeVoe, 
McKim, and Williams, all later to become charter mem
bers of the Phi Lambda. They decided to "carry on." 
Their first meeting-place was Williams' Ford coupe, 
which earned the name of the "peripatetic fraternity 
house"; from such humble beginnings they soon rose to 
the dignity of a shack in the rear of one of the profes
sor's houses, and later to a house at 4711 Eighteenth 
Avenue, N.E. Other brothers came drifting back, the 
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Fraternity was once more organized, and regular meet
ings were held. 

By May it had become evident that a charter must be 
obtained from a national fraternity. The obligation to 
the Church was met by the members' signing individual 
notes to take care of the indebtedness incurred by the 
Beth Quoth Clubhouse Association, and the organization 
of a new Episcopal Club to be known as the Patton Club, 
in honor of one of the former members, Gerald Patton, 
who had been killed in action in France. 

What fraternity to petition? They sought the advice 
of Dean Padelford, a member of D.K.E., who volun
teered to put them in touch with some Zetes whom he 
knew in Seattle. They were accordingly introduced to 
Brother Joseph B. Alexander, Chi 'QJ., from whom they 
obtained their first encouragement. Before the close of 
the college year of 1919 a luncheon had been held at the 
Norbold Inn, which was attended by a number of inter
ested Zetes in the city. 

The year 1920 opened auspiciously; Alpha Theta 
Epsilon pledged seven good men, and it began to be 
whispered about the campus that the fraternity was peti
tioning Zeta Psi, a rumor which was not denied. There 
were monthly luncheons, where the members met the 
Seattle Zetes. In the spring the Phi Alpha, Ellis Ames 
Ballard, Sigma '8i, journeyed west in company with 
Brother Chester A. Lydecker, Alpha '14, the General 
Secretary. Together with George J. O'Brien, Iota 'ig, 
and William V. Burrill, Jr., Mu '20, they visited Seattle, 
met the members of Alpha Theta Epsilon, and conferred 
with President Suzzallo and other university authorities. 
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But the whole story can best to told in Lydeeker's own 
words: 

The Washington case is a most interesting one because for 
years there had been talk of a chapter at this great University 
in Seattle; but the question had been left largely to the judg
ment oi *he w chapters on the Pacific Coast, and up to the 
time when Brother Ballard visited the two California chapters 
(during a year in which he visited every chapter in the Frater
nity), the installation of a chapter at Washington had been 
considered unwise. When the year 1920 rolled round, however, 
conditions had changed, as the University of Washington had 
grown remarkably, due largely to the efforts of its President, 
Henry A. Suzzallo. 

Brother Ballard and I arrived in Los Angeles, and one of the 
first persons talked to was Henry M. Robinson, Psi 'gi, president 
of the First National Bank of Los Angeles, who said, "Are you 
going to look over the situation at the University of Washington? 
If you do, be sure to call on my friend Suzzallo." 

When the pair of globe-trotters reached San Francisco, one 
of the first things said was, "Are you going to Seattle to look 
over the Washington situation? If you do, be sure to call on 
President Suzzallo. He is a wonderful man and can give you 
all the information you want." As this same advice came from 
a dozen or more prominent members of the Fraternity, a party 
consisting of two active members from each of the two Cali
fornia chapters, together with Mr. and Mrs. Ballard and the 
General Secretary, arranged to go to Seattle. On the way, they 
stopped at Portland, where the first question asked was, "Are you 
going to Seattle to look over this Washington situation? If you 
do, be sure to call on Suzzallo. He is one of the greatest fellows 
in the world and a remarkable administrator. He will give you 
the information you need." 

When the party arrived in Seattle, one of the first questions 
was, "When you are out at the University, will you call on the 
president? He is a remarkable man, and will give you some 
first-hand information." Naturally, the only thing left to do 

[6o5l 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
was to call on the president. An appointment was arranged 
immediately after we had met the petitioning body, and four of 
us, Brothers Ballard, Lydecker, O'Brien, and Burrell, were 
ushered into the presence of a dignified, quiet man, who was at 
that time holding down the office of President of the University 
of Washington. He was cordial, he was sympathetic, he was 
tremendously interested. 

Brother Ballard, as spokesman, started to explain the pur
pose of our visit and was politely interrupted by Dr. Suzzallo, 
who said, "You do not have to tell me about Zeta Psi. I know all 
about it, and I should love to see a chapter established at the 
University, particularly since I have evidence before me in the 
visit of you gentlemen that older men take an interest in the 
welfare and future of their organization." He then went on 
to say what he thought of the petitioning group. His remarks 
were complimentary, but at the same time frank. 

Then Brother Ballard said, "Dr. Suzzallo, there is one other 
question we should like to ask you, and that is, can you suggest 
one or two members of the faculty who might be made members 
of a new chapter of Zeta Psi, if we decide to install it?" "Yes," 
said Dr. Suzzallo, "I can, and will, but you will have to give 
me a little time for that." Ballard said, "We might even, Dr. 
Suzzallo, extend an invitation to you"; and the reply came, 
"I should consider that a great honor, and should have to give 
it very careful consideration." 

As one of the group remarked to the irrepressible Phi Alpha 
as we left that office, "You could have knocked me over with a 
feather"; so each of us felt about that last declaration, which, 
as every one knows today, resulted in a formal invitation being 
issued and being accepted, and a chapter installed with Dr. Suz
zallo as one of the charter members. 

But we are getting ahead of our story. The result of 
this trip was that Brackett was sent to the Seventy-third 
Grand Chapter Convention in New York in June of 1920. 
He was joined in New York by Eugene Van Houten and 
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Edward Condlon, active members of Alpha Theta Epsi-
Ion, and later charter members of Phi Lambda. 

The Convention was held at the Waldorf-Astoria. 
Ballard had told Brackett that the question of new chap
ters would probably not come up until the second day, 
and accordingly, on the afternoon of the first day, June 
25th, Van Houten and Condlon left the hotel, and 
Brackett retired to his room and fell asleep. At five 
o'clock he awoke; as he took the elevator to go down
stairs he ran into the late Brother Glen M, Crosby, Alpha 
Epsilon '21, who poured into Brackett's astonished ears 
congratulations on the acceptance of the petition, and 
informed him that at the same time the Convention had 
unanimously voted President Suzzallo into membership 
in the Fraternity. So ended a great day's work. 

The fall of 1921 found the members of Alpha Theta 
Epsilon making feverish preparations for the installation 
ceremonies. The Psi Epsilon at Dartmouth, which had 
also been voted in at the June Convention, was installed 
early in the fall, and the installation at Seattle was to take 
place at an early date. A suitable house was obtained at 
4549 Fifteenth Avenue, N.E.; rushing was carried on 
with splendid results, and an atmosphere of expectancy 
and optimism was rife. The campus, too, was astir with 
the news that Zeta Psi was coming to Seattle. 

It was Dr. Suzzallo's feeling that he did not wish to 
accept the invitation of membership without the consent 
of all of the "actives," but there was no hesitancy in that 
quarter—he was more than welcomed. In addition, the 
"actives" chose from among the faculty Dr. Robert Max 
Garrett and Dr. Richard F. Scholz to be initiated at the 
installation ceremonies. 
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The day at length arrived. On the first of December, 

1921, thirty-one Zetes assembled in the Louis XV Room 
of the Hotel New Washington in Seattle, among them the 
late Brother Cecil D. Gregg, Psi 'go, Phi Alpha; Brothers 
Lydecker, Ballard, Sherman W. Schofield, Nu 'g8, 
Charles K. Field, Mu 'gs, and Frank B. Riley, Mu '00. 
The following were initiated as charter members of the 
new Phi Lambda Chapter: Henry Suzzallo, A. Wendell 
Brackett, Donald R. DeVoe, George O. Williams, James 
McKim, Jesse De W. Kuhns, Frank W. Holzheimer, 
Raymond H. Hay, S. Prentiss Thwing, Kenneth H . 
Swain, W. Pierre Vincent, Randolph Sly, Larry H. Hay, 
James J. Reed, Tom Sloth, Jesse T . Kellogg, Earl W. 
Anderson, Ferdinand H. Butt, Norman W. Ruetenik, 
Julius Stratton, Edwin Day, Paul Meyer, George E. 
McComb, Richard F. Scholz, and Robert Max Garrett. 
James McKim was elected the first Phi of the Chapter. 

At the conclusion of the ceremonies on the fourth of 
December, a brilliant banquet was held, presided over 
by Brother Richard A. Ballinger, Zeta '84, former Sec
retary of the Interior in President Taft's Cabinet. 

The Phi Lambda was auspiciously launched on its new 
career. The personnel was active on the campus and stood 
well scholastically. Brother Scholz, one of the faculty 
members, was within a few months called to the presi
dency of Reed College in Portland, but his place was 
filled by the devoted and friendly ministrations of the 
other faculty members, Dr. Suzzallo and "Max" Gar
rett. Of Dr. Garrett, Brackett writes, "From the moment 
he came back into the Chapter he lived for Zeta Psi. He 
absorbed and assimilated the spirit of the Fraternity, and 
with all the glow of a vital personality transmitted it to 
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the 'actives,' new and old. He was at the Chapter house 
daily, frequently oftener, attended Chapter meetings 
where his influence was enormous, although he almost 
never took part in the discussions until his opinion was 
asked. Although one of the most popular and busiest men 
on the faculty, he gave hours of time to the brothers, 
individually and collectively.'" It was a stunning blow to 
the Chapter and Fraternity when, on July 8th, 1924, he 
died in Seattle following a nervous breakdown. The same 
summer saw the passing of Brother Scholz, a brilliant 
idealist, who in three short years at Reed College had 
transformed his ideals into vital working forces in the 
college to which he had been called as President. 

The first year was passed in acclimatization; during 
the second, two "diseases" developed, characterized by 
"Max" Garrett as "Zeta Psi Indigestion" and the "Cali
fornia Complex," the first being a tendency on the part 
of the members to rest on their oars after winning their 
charter; and the second, an inordinate desire to emulate 
the Iota and Mu, regardless of whether or not the cus
tom in question fitted into conditions at Washington. But, 
like all diseases, these soon passed off, almost with the 
recognition of them as being somewhat sophomoric. 

Two of the first year activities, however, deserve espe
cial mention: first, the signing of a contract for a beau
tiful site for a new house, located only a block from the 
campus, overlooking Lake Washington and Union Bay, 
with the Cascade Range and Mt. Rainier beyond. At the 
installation Brother Albert Sutton, Iota '8g, had offered 
the Chapter plans for a newT house; unfortunately he died 
before he could complete them, and Arthur L. Loveless, 
of Seattle, assisted by Brother Julius Gregory, Iota 'gj, 
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drew other plans for a splendid Chapter house. The lot 
was paid for, and the house ready for occupancy in 1927. 

The second activity was the institution of a Mothers' 
Club, which has proved a boon to the Chapter through 
the wholesome influence it exerts. 

Following the second year the Chapter was unusually 
successful in extending the prestige of the Fraternity 
throughout the state, an achievement particularly valuable 
since Zeta Psi in that territory had been somewhat over
shadowed by the alumni of other fraternities, most of 
whom had long been flourishing at the University, In 
the University itself Zeta Psi gained prestige. Particu
larly noteworthy are the accomplishments of three broth
ers : Brackett was the organizer of the Pacific Intercol
legiate Press Association; Brother Alfred Thompson, '25, 
was elected president of the Interfraternity Council, and 
Brother Fred Spuhn, '24, a veteran of victorious Wash
ington crews who had swept the rivers of the East, was 
characterized by his coach as being "the finest oarsman 
ever produced on the Pacific Coast." 

The brilliant beginnings of this young chapter can 
best be summed up in the words of an authority from the 
Central Office: "It is a good group; wise in its leadership 
and abundant in its enthusiasm. I foresee for it only a 
strong future. I t has at all times been enthusiastic in its 
conception of the spirit of the Fraternity and in its 
willingness to get the broader concept of the Fraternity, 
viewing it as a tremendous international brotherhood of 
which they are but one small link." 
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CHAPTER XLIV 

Pi Epsilon 

ON TUESDAY morning, the 23rd of August, 
1870, Colonel Wolsey, of the Sixtieth Rifles, 

marched into Fort Garry on the heels of Louis Riel, the 
French leader of the Red River Rebellion. The little 
settlement, scarcely to be dignified even by the name of 
"village" (there were one doctor, one policeman, and 
twenty-odd miscellaneous shacks) took a new lease on 
life. Today Winnipeg is the third city of Canada, boast
ing over three hundred thousand inhabitants, and proud 
of the fact that it is the gateway to the most extensive 
agricultural territory in the north temperate zone. 

It was as early as 1877, when Winnipeg was barely be
ginning to emerge from the status of a frontier trading-
post, that the University of Manitoba came into being 
through an act of the legislature affiliating three tiny 
sectarian colleges already in existence. Two others were 
soon added. The yoke of this sectarian control, however, 
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was not thrown off until 1913, when a Faculty of Arts 
and Sciences was established independent of the colleges, 
which have now sunk to the position of small, subsidiary 
institutions. Once liberated, the new University expanded 
by "leaps and bounds," each year adding new lectures in 
widely varied fields, until today the University of Mani
toba ranks in size and importance as the third university 
of Canada, granting degrees in a score of branches from 
medicine to home economics. 

This amazing growth had precluded the possibility of 
established adequate rooming quarters for the students. 
They were compelled to board and room wherever they 
could find even the most precarious accommodations. 
There were no clubs or fraternities to serve as meeting-
places for congenial groups; there was no social life in the 
University. As early as 1912, however, a group had 
formed with the purpose of petitioning a national frater
nity for a charter. The minutes of the Grand Chapter 
meeting in Atlantic City in that year bear witness to a 
resolution, unanimously carried, which turned out to be 
of supreme importance to the future Pi Epsilon Chapter: 
"that the trustees be instructed to obtain a petition from 
the students of the University of Manitoba when and as 
advised by the Theta Xi and Alpha Psi Chapters and the 
Elders thereof." 

Then, in 1914, came the World War. The Theta Xi 
closed its doors; Alpha Psi was enabled to keep up a 
semblance of life only after heroic efforts; and the Uni
versity of Manitoba, then only a small institution, sent 
three thousand representatives to the front, including 
forty members of the faculty. More than 130 of the 
number were killed in action. 
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After the Armistice was signed, Manitoba, Eke til 

similar institutions in the United States and Canada, 
«-as flooded with returning soldiers, and all the social 
disadvantages which obtained before the war were thrice 
augmented and aggravated. But this sudden invasion of 
matured young men acted like a tonic on the University; 
almost overnight it became transformed from a loose 
federation of rival colleges into a full-ledged university 
of many student activities, which took the field in ath
letics and literary publications to compete with the older 
universities of the East. The attendance suddenly jumped 
from six hundred to two thousand. 

Almost at the outset the need made itself felt for some 
kind of organization which would band together for social 
and educational purposes at least a small group of the 
students. Late in the summer of 1919 the subject had 
been broached among a certain group, the nucleus of 
which was the staff of the Mamtaban, the new college 
weekly. They even went so far as to form an "essay 
club," which held one meeting. By Christmas their ideas 
had germinated sufficiently so that they talked of forming 
a fraternity; but there was a well-defined feeling among 
certain of the group that a fraternity might tend to split 
the University along undemocratic lines. The discussions 
waxed hot at times, but served the salutary purpose of 
welding together a heterogeneous but congenial group, 
whose solutions of the problem differed only in par
ticulars. 

Through a fortunate chance there were in the group 
three students with Zeta Psi affiliations: Harry Smith, the 
son of W. Harvey Smith, Alpha Psi '92; George Gait, 
brother of Gerald Gait, Theta X'% '09, and Roscoe Chaf-
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fey, son of Β. Ε. Chaffey, Theta Xi '81. There were also 
some pre-war members of the group in the medical 
school who were well known to a number of Zete doctors 
teaching there. It was thus that these friends obtained 
their first inclination toward Zeta Psi, though as yet the 
tendency was scarcely perceptible, inasmuch as there was 
a feeling among a few that any fraternity affiliation would 
be harmful. 

Through another fortunate chance five of the friends 
went with the track team to Toronto in October, 1920. 
There they saw something of the fraternity system, and 
one of them, Graham Spry, met the Phi of the Theta 
Xi Chapter, and visited the chapter house, meeting a 
number of the "actives." From Toronto, Spry, for a 
number of reasons, went to Wisconsin and there called at 
the Lambda Psi. By a happy chance the Chapter was then 
entertaining "Cal" Lydecker, Alpha' 14, the General Sec
retary of the Fraternity. As a result of their talk, Spry 
and Lydecker entrained for Minneapolis to visit the 
Alpha Beta Chapter, and, by a third fortunate coinci
dence, met Dr. William H. Card, the chairman of the 
committee on new chapters. 

Spry returned to Winnipeg with two ideas firmly fixed 
in his mind: that there should be a fraternity at Mani
toba, and that the fraternity should be Zeta Psi. The first 
week in November the group met; Spry seized the chair 
without waiting for appointment as major-domo, and 
announced that the meeting had been called to organize 
a fraternity. Some of the members expressed their 
surprise; but their objections were peremptorily ruled 
out as being irrelevant and immaterial, whereupon at 
least three of them walked from the room. Those that 
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remained pursued their purpose with ungkHnundecbiess. 
More meetings were held, and more plans made. The 
Manitaban one day proclaimed that definite steps had 
Iwren taken to organize a fraternity, and precipitated a 
furor in college circles that reached a climax in a hectic 
debate in the Arts Mock Parliament» where the tnti· 
fraternity element succeeded in passing a resolution con
demning fraternities. This caused some of the original 
group to waver in their determination, but the survivors 
proceeded with their plans for presenting a petition. 

In the meantime the Winnipeg Zetes had heard of 
the Hexagon Club, as this group came to be called; Dr. 
Smith, the father of one of the group, had come to know 
a number of the members and had opened a correspond· 
ence with the Central Office regarding a chapter at Mani
toba. Lydecker, in New York, began, to sound the senti
ment of the other chapters; and the Elders in Winnipeg. 
in May of 1920, held their first meeting since the war 
and organized an association, of which Smith was elected 
president and F. G. Mathers, Theta Xi 'ίό, secretary. 
It was determined to send a petition to the Convention 
in June, but this plan was not acted on. 

The story is told (and believed to be true) that one of 
the most active Elders in Winnipeg, Dr. Lewis L. Re-
ford, Alpha Ρ si '00, had for a long time been interested 
in founding a chapter at Manitoba. One night, while 
attending a Masonic meeting, he ran across a prominent 
member of one of the leading national fraternities (which 
later vainly boasted that it would "beat the Zetes to it at 
British Columbia"). This member, in high spirits, 
slapped Reford on the back and proudly proclaimed that 
his fraternity was going to beat the Zetes in coming to 
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Manitoba, and was, in fact, going to take over the very 
group that the Zetes were fostering. Reford was at a 
stage in the proceeding where he could not be excused 
without the permission of the Master of the lodge—a 
permission given only in rare instances. But it so hap
pened that the Master was a Zete; Reford whispered in 
his ear, and was seen to duck quickly from the hall. He 
arrived at the telegraph office breathless but clear-headed, 
and the wires were soon humming with messages to chap
ters and prominent Zetes all over the United States and 
Canada. 

The new Winnipeg Association set about its work with 
alacrity. Letters soon arrived pledging the aid and sup
port of the Alpha Psi and Theta Xi, and just after the 
Christmas vacation of 1920 the secessionists from the 
previous meeting of the Hexagon Club were won back to 
the fold, membership in which, except for a persistent 
nucleus of zealots, was constantly changing. 

And then on the 22nd of February there fell a bolt 
from the blue, which electrified the Elders into intensive 
action. It came in the shape of a telegram from Reford: 
"Lewis Reford goes March first trustees grand chapter 
meeting. Can have Winnipeg granted chapter telegraphic 
vote if backed by official petition and guaranteed from 
elders and proposed actives also letters from prominent 
McGill and Toronto Zetes. Please stir things up. . . . 
Think can guarantee Winnipeg voted as chapter March 
fifth if you send chapters before March first." 

Neither Elders nor members of the Hexagon Club 
slept many consecutive hours within the next week. The 
president of the Hexagon Club, after eight hours of con
tinuous writing, produced a voluminous history of the 
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province, the university, the club, and the individual 
members; and the wires again hummed with telegrams 
to the various chapters of the Fraternity. At a luncheon 
at the St. Charles Hotel the Elders signed the petition, 
and made enthusiastic speeches. . . . And then there fell 
another bolt. 

"Regret constitution prevents action until grand chap
ter meeting. Cecil D. Gregg, Phi Alpha." Thus read the 
telegram which reached Winnipeg on the 28th of Feb
ruary. 

It was a hard blow, but those who were working for 
the establishment of a chapter at Manitoba redoubled 
their efforts. Dr. Smith started the financial ball rolling 
with a contribution of five hundred dollars, and made 
calls for similar amounts from some of the other pros
perous Zetes in the city. The necessary money was raised 
to meet the guarantee exacted by the Constitution—a 
truly heroic accomplishment. 

And then, at a luncheon at the Υ. Μ. C. A. attended by 
the members of the Hexagon Club and the Elders, among 
whom was Dr. Gregg himself, Dr. Smith rose to read 
a letter from Lydecker: "The impossible has happened, 
as you no doubt have heard, and we have cut red tape so 
as to put the chapter in at Winnipeg in the near future. 
Needless to say I am delighted, and I congratulate you 
on the successful outcome of your splendid efforts." 

The story of the "cutting of the red tape" is too long 
to relate here. The necessities of the situation, made 
more pressing by certain well-defined rumors that two 
other national fraternities were about to enter Manitoba, 
had caused the legal lights of the Fraternity to delve deep 
into the archives to find a precedent in an old convention, 
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which, coupled with the resolution passed in the old At
lantic City Convention of 1912, cleared away the cob
webs and resulted in the decision that a telegraphic vote 
by chapters would not violate the constitution of the 
Fraternity. 

The vote was favorable. The initiation was set for 
May 12th, to last until the 14th, and the committee on 
installation, with Ellis Ames Ballard, Sigma '81, as chair
man, met in Room 931 of the Fort Gary Hotel on the 
morning of the 12th. The following afternoon, in the 
presence of a brilliant company of seventy brothers, the 
following were initiated into the bonds of the Fraternity: 
Graham Spry, George H. Lee, Henry Gordon Harvey 
Smith, Donald Alexander McCuaig, Glenn Simpson, Els-
wood Roscoe Eastman Chaffey, Laurence H . Phinney, 
Donald George Elliott, George Michael Gait, William 
Saunderson Barclay. Two of the petitioning body were 
unavoidably absent; J. L. McLeod was initiated later, 
and J. Percival Cowan, the organizer and first editor of 
the university annual, and one of the outstanding men of 
the University, died before the ceremony could take place. 
Upon his death he was granted the status of a Brother, 
and his pin was presented to his mother. Both McLeod 
and Cowan ranked as charter members of the Pi 
Epsilon. 

Six others were initiated that same night, including Dr. 
William Boyd and Dr. Rod K. Finlayson, both members 
of the faculty. 

Of the ceremony itself a word must be said. It was 
held in the magnificent home of Brother Walter Moss, 
Theta Xi 'gy; of the house, known as the "Mossoleum," 
Brother Ballard writes, "The marble vestibule served as 

[618] 



Pi Epsilon Chapter 
a valley for the waters of Jordan, in which the waiting 
candidates cleansed their feet before approaching holy 
ground. The garage, after housing Brother Moss's bat
tery of cars, still had place for the bandaged and teth
ered candidates, who sat on the cold cement awaiting their 
turn at purification and initiation," 

At the installation on the following day Brother Gra
ham Spry was elected the first Phi of the new Pi Epsilon. 
The company then adjourned to a brilliant banquet at the 
Manitoba Club, a feast which was characterized by one 
who has attended many such occasions as the most gor
geous and impressive in many years. 

And so it came about that the Pi Epsilon, after many 
vicissitudes, finally became launched upon its career. 
Never did a new chapter enter upon its existence under a 
brighter star. The members were all leaders in various 
University activities—athletic, literary, and scholastic 
men well equipped to guide this rather fragile barque 
through the stormy waters of its early days. The Uni
versity looked upon the Pi Epsilon with suspicion, not to 
say contempt. There was need for organization and lead
ership of the most delicate, yet commanding sort. The 
sudden venture had made these men Zetes almost over
night; they now had to "face the music," and it was no 
easy task. History has it that the first chapter meeting 
was "pathetic." Nobody felt at home. Even the Phi was 
afraid of the Elders who were present. There was no 
organization, no unity. 

But in some way certain principles were formulated in 
the minds of the newr brothers. As Spry has written, 
"They were not formulated then in rational terms or 
polite declarations. They sprang from feelings, from the 
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example of the other chapters in Canada, from the advice 
of the Elders, and from the prejudices of a very few of 
the 'actives.' The first and paramount principle which 
Pi Epsilon adopted was this, and persistently it has pur
sued it: the Chapter is a part of the University, its mem
bers are first and foremost university men, and to the 
University is their first responsibility as fraternity men. 
The Chapter is not so much an institution, as a method 
by which these members of the University achieve certain 
purposes of their own; and where their own purposes 
clash with the purposes of the University, there must be 
a withdrawal on the part of the Fraternity. As a result 
of this principle the Fraternity never took part in any 
university events as a fraternity. It was not Zeta Psi that 
did this and that, but so-and-so and so-and-so, who were 
Zetes. In such periods as election time, the members of 
the Fraternity acted each according to his own light. 
There was no campaigning by the Chapter or by members 
of the Chapter for members of the Chapter. Indeed, 
there was rivalry between members. 

"It followed that there was also no publicity. That won 
the immediate approval of the whole chapter, and never 
on any occasion has the Fraternity sought any publicity, 
and always it has discouraged it. . . . 

"The second policy was that the house was more than 
a boarding-house. It was a club for Elders and 'actives' 
not living in the house, and above all, it was an educa
tional institution, a college, if you like, with definite 
standards of manners, conversation, and academic stand
ing. The aim was to cultivate the interests of the mem
bers, to widen the range of their conversation, to give a 
stamp at once to the appearance and culture of the indi-
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vidual and to the whole group, so that a Zete would be 
able to take his place in society anywhere. 

"The third policy was to give the Chapter a standing, 
not only by avoiding publicity and avoiding controver
sies, but through the academic standing of the members 
and their activities as individuals in the University, win
ning the respect for the quality of those individuals. 
Boosters with 'Babbit' minds were anathema. The tea-
hound by nature was equally unwanted. The men 
admitted were admitted because they were congenial to 
the Chapter members, and because they would make the 
sort of Zetes that Pi Epsilon wished to make. A man's 
poverty or wealth, athletic prowess or lack of it, his 
facilities in acquiring presidencies or in avoiding them, 
were little considered; none of these was of first and 
paramount importance. The man was the test, not his 
possessions or his good luck." 

These three planks in the Pi Epsilon platform have 
been quoted almost in full from Brother Spry with a 
double purpose: they explain the amazing success of the 
Chapter in the eyes of the Fraternity as a whole and the 
University of Manitoba, and they deserve a place in a 
history of Zeta Psi as formulating a code which might 
well be emblazoned on the walls of every Zeta Psi chap
ter house, old or new, in North America. 

With these principles in heart, though perhaps not 
formulated in mind as yet, the new chapter found an 
adequate house at 71 Cornish Avenue, where some of the 
"actives" were able to live. The members set to work 
with a will, winning their way in a quiet and unobtrusive 
fashion, yet managing to capture a large share of the 
honors of the University. The greatest single honor ac-
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corded to a member of the Chapter during the first year 
was the selection of Spry as Rhodes Scholar from Mani
toba ; it was he who founded the Manitoban and edited 
it for two years, and took an unusually active part in the 
life of the University. He acted also as first Phi of the 
Chapter with signal success. The organizer of interfra-
ternity activities in western Canada was a charter member 
of Pi Epsilon, and it has already been mentioned that 
J. P. Cowan, who died before his initiation, was the 
founder and first editor of the University annual. One 
brother, Kitchen, was awarded three out of a possible 
five medals in the medical school, and obtained a Rocke
feller fellowship; Spry won three scholarships, and other 
members one each. 

On the social side the Pi Epsilon indulged but rarely, 
and thereby won the sobriquet of "Dry Epsilon"; but 
they were nevertheless building on a sturdy foundation. 
They initiated, however, with great success, the custom 
of an annual Sisters' Tea, to which mothers, wives, and 
sisters of the Elders and "actives" were invited. 

Before the year was out they had gained the confidence 
of the campus. President MacLean, at first an opponent 
of the "fraternity idea," called on the Chapter, and Mrs. 
MacLean sent a cake to the house on New Year's Day. 
This is but a testimonial to the work that was being done 
in the Chapter. Further, to cement the relations between 
the Chapter and the University, Professors Chester 
Martin and Daniel Harvey were initiated, together with 
Dr. Edison R. Cunningham, an alumnus of the petition
ing group. Professor Martin is known as the most 
intimate biographer of Lord Selkirk, a pioneer in the 
opening of the West, who was chosen in 1922 as the 
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"Patron Saint" of the Pi Ep&tlon because of his ideals 
and character. 

Another signal honor was accorded the Fraternity 
when Arnold Heeney, then a pledgee, was awarded the 
Rhodes Scholarship which the previous year had been 
won by Brother Spry. Since that time four other Broth
ers of the Pi Epsilon have been awarded this signal 
honor: Norman Young, '23 ; King Gordon, '27; L. C. 
Bonnycastle, '27, and James E. Coyne, '31. Truly a 
remarkable record for a chapter only ten years old. 

In the fall of 1923 a new house was rented at 87 
Roslyn Road, but when winter descended it was found 
impossible to heat it. With the advent of spring the 
Chapter moved again, this time to 390 Assiniboine 
Avenue, where they now await the settlement of plans 
as to the future location of the University before making 
arrangements for building a suitable house. 

Looking back over milestones which have marked the 
birth and adolescence of the Pi Epsilon, one is constantly 
met with one outstanding fact, without which in the chain 
of causation the Chapter would never have been founded, 
or, once founded, never gained the prestige which today 
it justly enjoys at Manitoba—and that is the activity 
and devotion of the Elders. Such men as Brothers Re-
ford, Smith, Mather, Moss, and countless others, have 
labored without stint, with rare loyalty, giving of their 
time, money, counsel, and active attendance at the house; 
and it is to them, finally, that the honor must be awarded 
of making the Pi Epsilon a vital factor today both at 
Manitoba and in the Fraternity at large. 

[633] 



Proposed Sigma Ztta House 

CHAPTER XLV 

Sigma Zeta 

TH E native sons of California have always prided 
themselves on doing "big things in a big way," and 

in few instances have they failed to make good their 
boast. Perhaps no better instance of traditional western 
progressiveness can be found than the growth of the 
small residential town of Los Angeles into a city of more 
than a million souls within the short span of less than two 
decades. 

The history of the Southern Branch of the University 
of California has interwoven itself with the progress of 
the city of Los Angeles. Originally a state normal 
school of sixty-one students, the school by 1914 had so 
grown as to necessitate the purchase of a twenty-five acre 
tract and the erection of a new plant. Five years later an 
act of the legislature converted the old Normal School 
into the Southern Branch of the University of California, 
making provision for the giving of freshman and sopho
more university courses. The curriculum was quickly ex
panded to meet the needs of the ever-increasing numbers 
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of students who flocked to the new university. By the 
fail of 1924 the official figures showed an enrollment of 
approximately 4,000 students taking full four-year col
lege courses leading to two degrees. 

This phenomenal growth of the Southern Branch had 
heen watched with interest by certain enterprising mem
bers of the Zeta Psi Alumni Association of Southern 
California, preeminently Bejrt Bradner, Xi '98, its presi
dent. In 1923 he had communicated with Follett W. 
Bull, Xi '91, then Phi Alpha of the Fraternity, and sug
gested that an investigation be made to determine whether 
or not it would be advisable for the Fraternity to enter 
the field in the Southern Branch. Bradner's suggestion 
was promptly laid before the Trustees, and Bull was 
authorized to appoint a committee of five to survey the 
field. At the head of this committee Bull placed John T. 
Cooper, Mu '04, an influential banker in Los Angeles, 
and a national trustee of the Fraternity. The services of 
John W. Procter, Iota '98, then Chi Phi Alpha, were also 
enlisted in the cause, and he, together with Bradner, were 
made ex officio members of the committee. 

There followed a year of negotiations, correspondence 
between the active workers on the Coast and the Central 
Office and Bull, and a large amount of traveling by 
Procter, who by virtue of his position as Chi Phi Alpha, 
was called upon to visit frequently the active chapters on 
the Coast and the various alumni associations. There 
were certain troublesome elements in the situation: the 
fact that the Southern Branch had been only recently 
founded, together with its distance from the majority of 
the active chapters and alumni in the East, made particu
larly difiicult the problem of painting a true picture of the 
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situation at the University and impressing the more dis
tant brothers with the opportunity presented to the Fra
ternity of again being a pioneer, as it had been at 
Stanford, California, and in Canada. 

It was realized at the outset that the venture, if it was 
to succeed, must have the substantial backing of the Mu, 
Iota, and Phi Lambda Chapters, and of the alumni asso
ciations on the Coast. Active steps were taken at once. 
On January 18, 19241 a meeting of the Alumni Associa
tion of Southern California heard the report of John T. 
Cooper who, with his committee, had been actively investi
gating the situation at the University. It was the belief 
of the committee that the time was ripe for Zeta Psi 
to establish a chapter at the Southern Branch; one local 
fraternity in particular, Sigma Zeta, had made a good 
impression. 

Sigma Zeta had been the first local fraternity to estab
lish itself at the Southern Branch. As early as May, 1919, 
six students of the Los Angeles State Normal School (as 
it was then called) had conceived the idea of banding 
themselves together into a fraternity on the basis of good 
•fellowship and brotherly love. These six men—John S. 
McManus, Albert W. Knox, Jr., Milton W. Monroe, 
Harvey L. Graham, Irwin G. White, and Murillo M. 
Brockway—worked quietly and conservatively in gather
ing about them a small group of brothers who were 
•distinguished by their good-fellowship, character, and 
•ability. For the first year they met at the various mem
bers' rooms, but their enterprise soon made it possible 
for the first fraternity in the University to have the first 
house. Meanwhile Sigma Zeta prospered and contributed 
liberally to fill the more important positions on the cam-
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pus. When, in December of 1923, it was announced that 
the University would give a full four-year course the 
following year, Sigma Zeta realized that it must affiliate 
itself with a national organization. After surveying the 
field of national fraternities, and after several conferences 
with Bradner, Cooper, and Wendel Kinney, Mu '21, 
Zeta Psi was chosen as best representing the ideals of 
the local organization. 

The petition of Sigma Zeta to Zeta Psi was presented 
to the Trustees at their meeting in Philadelphia on April 
25, 1924; Brother Procter journeyed across the continent 
to present the petition in person and lay before the Trus
tees the sentiment of the western Zetes, which by this 
time, due to his efforts and Bradner's, was practically 
unanimous in favoring the petition. As a result the Trus
tees unanimously voted that the charter be granted. 

Thereupon a new difficulty arose. It was discovered 
that the constitution of the Fraternity provided that 
there should be but one chapter in any one institution; 
and since the Southern Branch, in spite of the large de
gree of autonomy which it enjoyed, was legally a part 
of the University of California, it became necessary to 
amend the constitution before the charter could formally 
be presented. It had been the hope of the western alumni 
that the installation of the new chapter might take place 
before the summer vacation, but these plans had to go by 
the' board until the meeting of the Grand Chapter in 
Cooperstown, Ν. Υ., in June. 

In the meantime there had been great activity in the 
several chapters, stirring up sentiment in favor of the 
granting of the petition. As has already been mentioned, 
Brother Proqter had succeeded with the Iota, Mu., ?nd 
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Phi Lambda; Herbert J. Symington, Theta Xi '02, was 
of invaluable aid with the Canadian chapters, while 
Brothers Bull, the Phi Alpha, and Motley, the traveling 
secretary, presented the case personally to most of the 
other chapters. In addition, letters of endorsement were 
sent out from the Mu and Iota. 

The announcement of the action of the Trustees was 
hailed by the western press as "the most significant event 
in the history of the development of the University of 
California, Southern Branch"; "the granting of this char
ter, college men declare, is concrete evidence of the fact 
that the so-called 'big four' among the national fraterni
ties are recognizing the brilliant future in store for the 
University of California at Los Angeles. The granting of 
this charteri a highly coveted honor, is believed to be 
but a preliminary to similar action by one or more of the 
other leading fraternities." 

At the seventy-seventh meeting of the Grand Chapter 
at Spring Lake, New Jersey, on June 27th and 28th, 
1924, the constitution was suitably amended, the previous 
action of the Trustees in granting the charter was con
firmed, and the way finally paved for the final act of 
installation. It was decided that this had best take place 
at the Iota, as the University at Berkeley opened its fall 
session some two weeks before the Southern Branch, and 
this early installation would materially aid the new Sigma 
Zeta Chapter.in its rushing. 

On the fifth of September a distinguished company of 
alumni met at the beautiful hall of the Iota, at Berkeley 
—sixty-two in all, in addition to the active members of 
the Iota and Mu—among them Charles H. Ketcham, 
Alpha '96 (Phi Alpha) ; Herbert M. Waldron, Delta 
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'93 (Delta Alpha) ; John W. Procter, B. J. Bradner, and 
Charles K. Field. Twenty members of the former Sigma 
Zeta became the first members of the Sigma Zeta Chapter 
of Zeta Psi. From among their number they chose Jerold 
E. Weil to be the first Phi of the first ranking national 
fraternity at the Southern Branch. 

For five years the Sigma Zeta lived in a rented house 
at 718 N. New Hampshire Avenue. But in October, 
1929, a more suitable house was found at 1267 South 
Beverly Glenn Boulevard; the new quarters were much 
nearer the campus, the house afforded accommodations 
to twenty men. The near future affords even a brighter 
promise, for plans are even now being formulated for 
a house on the beautiful campus of the University. 

Since its installation, the Sigma Zeta has always been 
to the fore at the University of California at Los Angeles. 
Its success has been due to two factors: first, to the active 
interest and cooperation of the Southern Association; 
and second, to the type of men who have been attracted 
to the bonds of Zeta Psi. 
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Sigma Epsilon 

I T IS the pioneers—whatever their field—who are the 
great men of the world, and the history of the world 

is the history of its pioneers. This has been true from 
the time when a spade-bearded Egyptian cut the first 
cuneiform inscription on a rock down to the day of our 
own "forty-niners," who opened up the West. Another 
pioneer, the Zeta Psi Fraternity of North America, 
planted the first Greek letter fraternity chapters on the 
Pacific Coast, and in Canada. 

The essential elements of a pioneer are two: vision and 
courage. The story of the founding of the University of 
British Columbia and the establishing there of the Sigma 
Epsilon is the tale of men who, possessed with a visionary 
ideal, had the courage to struggle for its accomplishment 
in the face of discouragement which might well have 
caused the hardiest Egyptian or the most seasoned plains
man to throw up his hands in dismay. 

The story begins no farther back than the year 1899, 
when, under an Act of 1894, the Vancouver High School 
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took the name of Vancouver College and became affiliated 
with McGill University. The term "college" was scarcely 
applicable, for the high school curriculum was augmented 
only to the extent of first year college work in arts. At 
the end of three years the second year of arts was added, 
and in 1906 the third, until finally, in 1915, the College 
of Vancouver and Victoria College (which since 1907 
had been a part of it) ceased to exist, and in their stead 
the doors opened upon the new University of British 
Columbia. The dream of the pioneers of a separate 
provincial university was realized, but in name only. 
There was still no adequate equipment; but provisions 
had already been made for that. As early as 1910 a Site 
Commission was engaged in seeking an adequate location. 

Point Grey lies but a half-hour's ride from Vancouver. 
In 1910 it was but an immense wooded peninsula thrust
ing itself out into the Gulf of Georgia between English 
Bay and the Fraser River; from the tree-lined shore the 
eye travels across the stretches of Howe Sound to the 
vast solitudes of the white-capped mountains beyond. 
But a few hours' journey inland lie coal mines, logging 
camps, sawmills, pulp- and paper-mills, hydro-electric 
installations, grain elevators, and numerous manufactur
ing establishments such as immense ore-reducing plants; 
all these, together with huge forest tracts, would fur
nish opportunities for field work in every branch of a 
well-rounded university curriculum. 

And so Point Grey was selected as the site for the new 
development; in 1911 the legislature granted this tract, 
increasing it in 1915 to 540 acres, and setting aside an 
adjoining tract of some 3,000 acres to be sold or leased 
to provide revenue for the University. 
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This was the beginning of the physical development. 

Back at Vancouver the "University" was carrying on in 
what Arthur Motley, Alpha Beta '22, described as a 
"heterogeneous collection of brown-shingle and sheet-
iron shacks, nestled in the rear of the General Hospital. 
. . . We were carried back to the Middle Ages. Here 
was a medieval institution with just learning—no ade
quate equipment—little money, but an excellent staff, 
laboring under difficulty to give these eager students the 
learning they so earnestly sought." 

It was this cluster of "shacks" that greeted Motley's 
eye when he visited Vancouver in the fall of 1924 in com
pany with the Phi Alpha, Brother Ketcham, and Brother 
Herbert F. Walker, Alpha Psi '12, while on their way to 
the installation of the Sigma Zeta at Los Angeles. The 
visit was made with a purpose, for rumors had reached 
Motley's ears in the East, and his curiosity had been 
aroused. For some time he had been engaged in carefully 
sounding out the sentiment of Brothers from the various 
chapters. The results had been discouraging, it is true, but 
Motley had persisted, for he, too, had a vision: if this 
young struggling institution at Vancouver had promise of 
life, Zeta Psi, which had been first on the west coast and 
in Canada, should be the first to enter the University of 
British Columbia. 

The cluster of broken-down Y. M. C. A. "shacks," 
relics of war days, must have jarred the sensibilities of 
the three Zeta Psi pilgrims who had traveled afar to 
visit the "University of British Columbia." Zeta Psi at 
Vancouver? It seemed a wild dream, perhaps a night
mare. But they heard of the plans for the future from 

[632] 



Sigma Epsilon Chapter 
the president, L. S. Klinck, and the registrar, S. W . 
Matthews,—and then journeyed to Point Grey. 

The future site of the University had, since 1915, wit
nessed miracles. Acres of trees had been felled, the 
stumps uprooted, and the fields leveled. The wilderness 
had given way before the hands o£ hundreds oi work
men, paid by the legislature in response to a petition con
taining over fifty thousand names, circulated by students 
and officers of the University. And here had already 
arisen several semi-permanent buildings of attractive de
sign, and two magnificent permanent structures of gray 
stone—a library and a science building. Plans were un
rolled, showing acres of prospective campus, beautifully 
plotted, and dotted with countless buildings, enough 
eventually to house an institution with thousands of 
undergraduates. 

The pilgrims were impressed, and rightly so. When 
they reached Seattle they sought the opinion of Brother 
Suzzallo, president of the University of Washington, a 
loyal and enthusiastic Zete, a charter member of the Phi 
Lambda. He proclaimed the University of British Co
lumbia a great institution with a brilliant future, the only 
university, save Washington, to serve the vast territory 
lying north of an imaginary line drawn from Minneapolis 
west to the Pacific; a territory located in the heart of 
one of Canada's richest provinces, as yet only partially 
developed, but rich in natural resources, and already 
inhabited by a population of over half a million descend
ants of good old English stock. 

The vision fired the imagination of the three; all the 
way from. Seattle to Los Angeles they spread the news 
at alumni gatherings, finding response from many, linger-
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ing doubts from some, but stolid opposition from prac
tically none. 

Seed had already been sown by Motley in New York 
among the trustees and other influential Zetes who looked 
on the project with some optimism; the West Coast 
seemed favorably disposed; but without the cooperation 
and active help of the three Canadian chapters it was 
realized that nothing could be done. To that field, then, 
Motley turned, journeying first to Winnipeg, where he 
found the Psi Epsilon well informed regarding the situa
tion at Vancouver, and inclined to favor the idea of a 
chapter there. Farther to the east, in Toronto, the Theta 
Xi "actives" and Elders, while not so well informed, 
were receptive to the idea. 

In Montreal, however, a somewhat different situation 
was presented. The Alpha Psi, which had obtained but 
meager and unreliable information regarding the new 
university at Vancouver, was not disposed to favor the 
idea of installing there a new chapter of Zeta Psi. To 
correct this impression and remove this unjustified, though 
natural, prejudice, involved an immeasurable labor on 
Motley's part; it was a long and arduous task, lightened 
somewhat, however, by a luncheon of the Elders ar
ranged by Brother George Montgomery, Alpha Psi 'gj, 
at which considerable enthusiasm was evinced by some of 
the more influential brothers. The seed had been sown, 
and was left for a time to germinate. 

Meanwhile Motley made two more trips to Vancouver 
during the years 1924-1925, with the idea of awakening 
interest among the twelve or fourteen alumni in the city. 
These for the most part were older men, and a large 
measure of the responsibility devolved upon two of the 
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more recent graduates, V. R. Sutherland, Alpha Psi Ί6, 
and D. M. Macdonald, Alpha Psi '17. They did their 
work well; with Motley's help an alumni association was 
formed in the city, with which a local fraternity at the 
University, Phi Lambda Rho, got in touch. 

This group, individually and collectively, was sub
jected to searching scrutiny by the Vancouver Elders, but 
nothing was done on either side that could be regarded as 
a "move." All seemed outwardly as calm and serene as 
a May morning, but behind the scenes the machinery of 
the Central Office was running at top speed. For some 
time a well-defined rumor had been spread abroad that 
another national fraternity had its eye upon Vancouver 
and meant to snatch the hardly-won laurels of Zeta Psi 
by accepting the petition of another local at Vancouver, 
thus making it impossible for Zeta Psi ever again to make 
the boast that she was first in every Canadian university. 
The rival fraternity, in its convention in January, 1926, 
was fully expected to grant the petition of the local and 
proceed immediately to install its chapter. There was no 
time to be lost if Zeta Psi were going to the University 
of British Columbia. 

The Fraternity met the challenge fairly, and with 
decisive action. Motley had made two more trips to 
Vancouver in March and April of 1925 and the situation 
there seemed favorable. But the fraternity as a whole, 
particularly in the South and in Canada, had not been 
wholly won over to the idea. The June convention was 
fast approaching, and the end not yet in sight. 

The wheels continued to turn with almost feverish 
swiftness. When Motley returned from the Coast in 
June to go before the Seventy-eighth Grand Chapter 
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meeting he was met with the welcome news that the 
Alpha Psi had been completely won over to the idea, 
largely through the devoted efforts of Brother Walker 
and Brother Walter Molson, Alphl Psi '04. But the 
issue still hung in the balance. 

The Convention assembled at Grand Beach, Michigan, 
on June 26 1925. The following afternoon Motley 
formally introduced the question, informing the delegates 
in detail of the exact situation at Vancouver. One by one 
the representatives of the various chapters rose to voice 
their approval. The motion was finally made by Brother 
F. W. Bull, Past Phi Alpha, Xi 'gi, that the Grand 
Chapter go on record as favoring the establishing of the 
Chapter at Vancouver, instructing the Trustees to install 
the Chapter when the petitioning group was adequate to 
meet the approval of the Board. The roll was called; 
vote after vote was recorded without exception in favor 
of the new chapter, till the delegate from the Beta asked 
that he be given time to consider the matter further. 
When the session met again in the evening this delegate 
cast the last and final affirmative vote, "amid the cheers 
of all the brothers," as the minutes record. 

But there remained much to be done. The matter lay 
dormant throughout the summer, but with the arrival of 
the fall, Brother Carpenter, Delta '24, then assistant 
secretary, went to Vancouver, returning in December with 
the formal petition of the Phi Lambda Rho Frater-
lity in his pocket. The Trustees met on the eleventh of 
December and formally voted the petition through. The 
installation was set for a day just twenty-nine days later, 
the ninth of January. 

The installation party set forth from New York and 
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consisted of Brothers Anthony W. ("Uncle Tony") Rob
inson, Sigma '83; Herbert M. ("Hub") Waldron, Delia 
'93; B. J. Bradner, Xi '98, and Carpenter. Like a snow
ball the party increased in volume as it rolled along. At 
Seattle they were welcomed at the station by the Phi 
Lambda Chapter, and the following day they set forth for 
Vancouver. The entire Phi Lambda Chapter accompanied 
them, eager to see the new chapter, which was to sup
plant them as the baby, well started on its career. 

At the installation proceedings, which were held in old 
O'Brien Hall, sixty-nine brothers representing fifteen 
chapters were present. Throughout Friday and Saturday 
the initiations were carried on; and when the sun had set 
on the second day the following had become charter mem
bers of the new Sigma Epsilon Chapter of Zeta Psi: 
Hilton M. Moore, Albert E. Grauer, Gordon McK. 
Abernethy, Edward W. Bassett, Alfred E. Birney, Hen-
drie L. Gartshore, H . Murray Hunter, Frederick E. 
Newcombe, Harry L. Purdie, Frank R. Barnsley, 
Robert M. Gillespie, Donald McK. Lamont, Donald 
Corbishly, Richard S. Davidson, George H . Eaton, Ken
neth E. Eckert, William E. Maclnnis, B. Robinson 
Tapper. 

Zeta Psi had won her race, and for the fourth time 
was the first Greek letter fraternity to enter a Canadian 
institution 1 

The Vancouver Hotel welcomed the brothers after the 
ceremony, and the band, now eighty-seven strong, sat 
down to a banquet. Even the famous "Alpha Psi Cow" 
was led from her stable to add to the merriment, and 
the draughts from the cow were punctuated with speeches 
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and the reading of telegrams bringing good wishes to the 
"baby chapter" from all parts of the continent. 

The new chapter started out earnestly to fill its obliga
tions and uphold its responsibilities. The house which 
the Chapter rented at 4684 Seventh Avenue West was 
inadequate and situated far from the University, but the 
Sigma Epsilon made the best of the situation. But even 
this house was taken over by its owner in the summer of 
1928, and the Chapter found itself homeless. The Elders 
went to work, headed by Brothers W. E. Ainley, Alpha 
Psi '04, and D. M. Macdonald, Alpha Psi Ί?; by fall a 
spacious house had been rented at 4686 Second Avenue 
West, overlooking the bay. Although it was two miles 
from the campus and in wretched condition, it was the 
best fraternity house at Vancouver. The active chapter 
set to work to build a chapter room in the basement, and 
to paint and kalsomine the interior of the new home. 

This same year saw another movement of even greater 
significance. Realizing that Zeta Psi must eventually have 
a permanent home near the new University development, 
the Elders—prominent among them Brothers Macdonald, 
Grant, Sutherland, and Brother Thaddeus Walker of 
Detroit—secured the most prominent fraternity site at 
Vancouver, and, with the help of the fraternity's Per
manent Fund, financed the purchase. Here, in the near 
future, will rise a house worthy of Zeta Psi. 

In 1931 the Chapter was forced to move again—this 
time to Fourth Avenue at Blanca. But in spite of these 
vicissitudes the Sigma Epsilon is continuing to win its 
way and uphold the venerable and brilliant traditions of 
Zeta Psi in Canada. 
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CHAPTER XLVII 

Mu Theta 

SEVERAL hundred miles north of the state of Mon
tana Hes Edmonton, a thriving town of some sixty 

thousand inhabitants, the capital of the Province and the 
home of the University of Alberta. Thither many Zetes 
—particularly some of the Canadian brothers—had been 
turning watchful eyes, seeing in the rapidly expanding uni
versity a promising home for another chapter. Here 
again, as at Toronto, Montreal, Winnipeg, and Van
couver, was virgin soil to tempt the feet of pioneers. 
For the University was new, its future bright, and no 
Greek letter fraternity had advanced its standard so far. 
For some time it had been the hope of the late Brother 
Herbert Walker, Alpha Psi '12, that Zeta Psi might, for 
the fifth time, be the first to establish itself on a Cana
dian university campus. 

But two major difficulties presented themselves while 
this dream was still an embryo: first, the President of 
the University, Dr. Tory, was unalterably opposed to the 
fraternity system and required each student to sign a 
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pledge not to join a secret society; and second, within 
the ranks of the Fraternity itself existed a feeling—con
fined, to be sure, to a relatively small group, but never
theless powerful in its effect—that Zeta Psi had reached 
the limit of its expansion and that the number of chapters 
should not cross the "psychological" border line between 
the twenties and the thirties. 

It is, however, characteristic of the pioneer spirit that 
it is not bothered by psychological distinctions, or even 
by such formidable barriers as hostile university legisla
tion- It was also characteristic of Brother Walker that 
he did not know how to be discouraged or thwarted by 
such comparatively minor considerations. One of the 
first things he did was to write to the imaginative and 
dynamic "Red" Motley, then General Secretary of the 
Fraternity; in consequence, on Brother Motley's next trip 
to the Coast he went to Edmonton, talked to the numer
ous Elders in the city, saw the University, caught the 
vision of its future, and returned to New York carrying 
as supercargo some snap-shots, a great deal of informa
tion, and a characteristic enthusiasm to see Zeta Psi 
established at Alberta. 

One of the Elders to whom he had talked was Thomas 
L. Cross, Theta Xi '24, who had dreamed dreams with 
Brother Walker and who was destined to be the main
spring in the future movement to establish a chapter in 
his home town. In the meantime, however, in still an
other and quite independent quarter, the Fates were 
weaving another strand which, in the days to come, was 
to unite with the threads whose origin we have already 
traced. 

One December morning in 1926 two students found 
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themselves in the office of the Gateway, the undergrad
uate newspaper of the University, defending the institu
tion of fraternities against the attacks of their fellows. 
These two men, Roche Dickson and Carl Clement, were 
feature writers and free lances on the paper, and, finding 
themselves in agreement on the question of fraternities, 
collaborated in a written campaign in the interests of 
fraternities in the form of a series of letters in the paper. 

It was here that Fate took a hand and crossed the 
threads. Into the picture stepped Brother Cross, who 
enthusiastically associated himself with them in the for
mation of a club which, in days to come, might become 
a Greek letter society. There was no doubt in Brother 
Cross' mind what that society was to be, and hence the 
new organization, from its earliest beginnings, was truly 
an embryonic chapter of Zeta Psi. Early in January of 
1927 the three men met, drew up a list of suitable mem
bers who should be asked to join, and set about the work 
of organization. Since the entire field was open to them, 
fifteen of the best men in the University were selected. 

The problem of choosing a name presented a nice 
difficulty. Since secret societies were under the ban, the 
use of Greek letters was out of the question. Yet the 
members felt that the name of the club should, as nearly 
as possible, mirror the purpose for which it was created 
—to gain recognition for fraternities and ultimately to 
become, itself, a Greek letter society. At first the name 
of "Corinthian Club" was favorably regarded until 
Clement, looking into a dictionary, discovered that a 
Corinthian was one "given to drink and debauchery." 
The name was hastily discarded, and "Athenian" substi
tuted. 

[641] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
Brother Cross was elected first president of the Athe

nian Club. Under his wise guidance and direction a peti
tion to Zeta Psi, as soon as practicable, became the 
ultimate goal. The first meeting was held at the home 
of Brother Sidney B. Woods, Theta Xi 'Q4, and was 
timed to coincide with the visit of Brother Graham Spry, 
Pi Epsilon '22, to Edmonton. Here then, from still an
other quarter, the new club members heard of the aims 
and ideals of Zeta Psi and were strengthened in their 
determination to win recognition both for themselves and 
the cause of fraternities in general. 

The first collective move toward the accomplishment 
of their purpose was naive in its directness. A committee 
of five called upon President Tory and asked him to 
remove the restrictive pledge imposed upon the under
graduates. In an interview which has been described 
as "apoplectic" this request was denied in no uncertain 
terms. There seemed to be no hope. 

But Fate once more took a hand. The following year 
Dr. Tory resigned, and Uie spring of that year saw a 
referendum of student opinion, instigated chiefly by the 
Athenian Club. The result was overwhelmingly in favor 
of the removal of the restriction. Furthermore the new 
president, Dr. Wallace, though himself not a fraternity 
man, had several warm friends among the Zetes at his 
home in Winnipeg and was sympathetically inclined 
toward the abolition of the pledge. The brothers in 
Edmonton did not let the grass grow under their feet; 
it was due not a little to their influence that when the 
Senate of the University met in the spring of 1929, the 
ban was lifted. The recession of the pledge took effect in 
the fall. 
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At this point we must, for a moment, retrace our steps. 

•The movement at Alberta had meanwhile aroused the 
interest of many Zetes, especially in Canada, so that when 
the Grand Chapter convened at Detroit in June, 1928, 
•the subject of expansion in general and at Alberta in 
particular was thoroughly discussed. Broth.tr MtnvW 
Shepard, formerly of the Eta and later a member of the 
Pi Epsilon, presented the facts regarding the Athenian 
Club and intimated that the ban against fraternities 
would soon be lifted. If such were to be the case, and 
if Zeta Psi were to be the first fraternity at Alberta, emer
gency measures would have to be provided for. With 
this consideration in mind, Brother Shepard introduced 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Zeta Psi Fraternity, in Eighty-first Con
vention assembled, instruct the Board of Trustees, upon the 
written recommendation of the four Canadian Chapters, to take 
an official vote by mail in September, 1928, on the subject of the 
entrance of the Fraternity into the University of Alberta and 
that subsequent to this vote the matter be referred to the Board 
of Trustees. 

The resolution was carried without a dissenting vote. 
So far, then, the skies were clear, and fair weather 

seemed in prospect. But two harriers arose which threat
ened for a time to thwart the project. The University 
did not lift the ban against fraternities as soon as had 
been anticipated, and in consequence Brother Shepard's 
resolution came to naught. That fall and winter drifted 
by, and still affairs remained in status quo. The Board 
of Trustees of the Fraternity met on May 10th without 
being able to take, therefore, any positive action. The 
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Board, accordingly, asked the Club to withdraw its peti
tion. Only five days thereafter, ironically enough, the 
Senate of the University removed the pledge. But it was 
too late. 

At the Convention in Rockland, a month later, the 
Fraternity had to make, as it seemed, the best of a bad 
bargain. The Athenian Club was asked to submit a new 
petition, but there was grave danger that other frater
nities might, meanwhile, step in and rob Zeta Psi of the 
honor of being a pioneer at Alberta. 

At this point the second barrier—and a far more seri
ous one—arose. One of the most conservative Chapters 
of the Fraternity, far removed geographically from the 
situation at Edmonton and opposed on general principles 
to further expansion, threatened, by casting a dissenting 
vote, to thwart the petition when it should be presented. 
For the project to have ended thus would have been tragic 
indeed. So it seemed, also, to two men, who, after an 
extensive but futile correspondence with the dissenting 
chapter, packed up their belongings and made the long 
train journey in order to present their side of the case 
in person. The story of those negotiations will never be 
told; suffice it to say that while the Mu Theta is bestow
ing well-deserved honor upon Brothers Walker and Cross 
and the loyal Edmonton Elders, it must never forget the 
inestimable service, rendered at the eleventh hour, by 
Brothers Butcher, the General Secretary, and Ruford 
Franklin, then Phi Alpha, who succeeded in ultimately 
winning the reluctant Chapter over to their point of view. 

And so it came about that when the Eighty-third Con
vention met at the Hotel Monticello, in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, Zeta Psi was prepared to welcome a new chap-
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ter into the fold. The motion of Brother Arthur M. 
Wickwire, Zeta '3o, that the petition of the Athenian 
Club be accepted, was unanimously carried on Sunday 
morning, June 28th, 1930. The battle had been won. 

To return now to Edmonton. The Club had been 
homeless; meetings had been held at the various hornet 
of the members located in the city. Every fortnight some 
twenty or thirty of the actives had braved the bitter 
winter weather to travel across the high level bridge 
from North Edmonton. But in January of 1930 a small 
house close to the University was rented; weekly meet
ings were held and speakers of interest were invited from 
time to time. Other strong undergraduates were at
tracted and admitted to membership. The Club was prov
ing that it could stand on its own feet. When June 
brought the glad news that Zeta Psi had accepted the 
petition, the final stone was laid in the edifice that had 
been four years in building. 

The story of the installation deserves a chapter by 
itself. Never, perhaps, has the rite been conducted under 
more picturesque or dramatic surroundings. On the 15th 
of October twelve Zetes entrained at Winnipeg for Ed
monton; at Saskatoon, the unlucky thirteenth boarded 
the train, which was composed of thirteen cars. The 
weather was below zero, a blizzard raging outside. Ar
rived at a prairie town answering to the ambiguous name 
of Biggar, the train stopped. The brothers, chafing at 
the delay, warming themselves as best they could, and 
waited. They waited all that afternoon; they waked 
all night; they waited all the next morning. Finally, at 
noon the train made its way once more toward Edmon-
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ton, where it arrived that evening—forty-eight hours 
after its departure from Winnipeg. 

At Edmonton festivities were already under way. But 
much valuable time had been lost, and a dance that eve
ning was cut short so that the initiations might begin. 
Beginning shortly after midnight, the Brothers labored 
all night and well into the morning inducting thirty-five 
candidates into the Circle of Zeta Psi; of these, twenty-
nine were active members of the Athenian Club, four 
were Elders, and two—Professors N. C. Pitcher and 
Edouard Sonet—were members of the faculty. 

The charter was delivered to the new Mu Theta Chap
ter at the Glenora Skating Club late in the afternoon of 
October 18th. The" ceremonies were conducted by that 
faithful past Phi Alpha, John W. Procter, Iota 'gS, who 
had dropped his business and rushed to Edmonton from 
San Francisco to act as Phi Alpha when it was learned 
that Brother J. V. N. Dorr, the Phi Alpha, had been 
detained abroad by illness. 

At the Hotel MacDonald that evening seventy Zetes 
rose to toast the King, the sister chapters, the faculty, 
and the baby chapter—and to honor the Edmonton Elders 
who had stuck so faithfully by the ship when so many 
times it seemed that it must founder—Brothers S. B. 
Woods, Theta Xi, '94; Dr. J. K. Fife, Alpha Psi '24; E. 
D. Emery, Alpha Psi '21; Professor R. K. Gordon, Theta 
Xi 'og; the late F. H . McPherson, Alpha Psi OS; Dr. 
H . Mewburn, Alpha Psi '11; Dr. Egerton Pope, Alpha 
Psi '00; Dr. A. C. Rankin, Alpha Psi '04; A. B. Watt, 
Theta Xi 'gj, and last but by no means least, the bene
factor of the Athenian Club, T. L. Cross, Theta Xi'24, 

As this book goes to press the Mu Theta has just 
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celebrated its first anniversary as a link in the chain of 
Zeta Psi. It has already improved its physical facilities 
by renting a larger house nearer the campus—11003 
90th Avenue. Internally it is strong. With a wealth of 
tradition behind it in the form of a strong backing of 
Elders, it has much to live up to. Like its sister chapters 
in Canada, it bids fair to fulfil the trust which Zeta Psi 
has laid upon it. 
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CHAPTER XLVIH 

Deceased Chapters 

THE present roll of the Fraternity reveals nine in
active chapters. The roll should show ten, for the 

chapter founded at the Georgia Military Institute, just 
before the Civil War, deserves its place with the others. 
The story of why it does not appear gives an almost senti
mental touch of romance to the serious business of 
founding new chapters and nursing them into health and 
maturity. Of the nine inactive chapters which appear upon 
the Fraternity roll, three are deceased because of condi
tions unfavorable to fraternity life which arose within 
the college itself. All fraternities were driven out of 
Princeton; the fraternities at Harvard have diminished 
into merely local societies; and the old University of 
Chicago, the home of the Omega Chapter, ceased its 
activities in 1887. In the case of six other chapters, local 
and temporary conditions proved unfavorable for Zeta 
Psi. Either the Chapter was too far away from the cen
tralizing influence (as in the case of Dickinson College), 
or the Civil War kid its blighting hand upon fraternity 
life (as was the case at Union and at Pennsylvania Col
lege, Gettysburg) ; or Zeta Psi was merely unfortunate 
in its choice of initiates, and the membership of the 
chapter proved inadequate to the task of maintaining 
fraternity life (as was the case at Amherst and at 
Rensselaer). 

It is interesting to speculate what the effect upon our 

[648] 



Deceased Chapters 
general fraternity life would have been had these inac
tive chapters retained their charters and contributed over 
the years their fair share of men and of influence. T h e r e 
is, perhaps, little profit in speculation regarding "what 
might have been"; it should suffice us to cherish the 
memory of these deceased children of our order and to be 
grateful for the much which is still ours at their hands. 
We can well forget the disappointment when we remem
ber that the deceased Theta (Union) gave us William 
H . MacElroy, and the Omega (Chicago) gave us Henry 
T . Thomas . 

OMICRON {Princeton University) 

The "College of New Jersey" at Princeton was the site of 
the founding of the fourth chapter of the Fraternity. The choice 
was made because of the reputation and the age of the college 
—it was the fourth oldest in the United States—and because 
of its nearness to the parent Phi Chapter in New York and the 
Delta at Rutgers. 

The latter chapter was solely responsible for the establish
ment of Zeta Psi at Princeton, and for over forty years was its 
closest friend and counselor. Two previous attempts had been 
made by other fraternities; one of these chapters had died in its 
third year, while the other, founded in 1845, survived until 
1857. The antagonistic attitude of the Princeton authorities 
toward all secret societies created an unhealthy atmosphere for 
fraternities, but the members of the Delta, believing that a prop
erly directed effort could be successful, initiated Jonathan Long-
street, '51, a student at Princeton, at the Delta Hall on May 
14, 1850. Brother Longstreet gathered about him a group of 
his classmates, all of whom were initiated in New Brunswick 
by the Delta on the 3d of June. The charter members of the 
new Omicron, in addition to Longstreet, were: William Bull, 
Barnes Compton, Hugh William Henry, John Edwards Cald
well Heyer, and Alexander Hamilton Phillips. 
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It would seem as if the action of the Delta were unofficial, 

for under date of June 6, 1850, they sent out a letter to their 
sister chapters informing them of their action in initiating the 
Princeton men, and asking for permission to grant them a charter. 
The letter further enjoined on the other Zetes the strictest secrecy 
in the matter: "Remember the existence of our new chapter must 
be kept perfectly secret, or our brothers will be hoisted out of 
college with little ceremony." 

This secrecy was the byword of the Omicron throughout its 
existence. The antagonism to fraternities at Princeton never 
abated, and the existence of Zeta Psi was always kept well under 
cover. The Chapter continued, however, to eke out a precarious 
livelihood from year to year, in the hope that the hostility would 
die down. It rather increased. In 1875 the Omicron suspended 
active membership, and the following year the Grand Chapter 
granted permission to the Delta, Sigma, and Tau Chapters to 
initiate Princeton men. 

In 1882 the Omicron requested and obtained its dismissal 
as an active chapter, but the Sigma was given permission to ini
tiate Princeton men up to the number of twenty-one. Further
more the Sigma was delegated as the representative of the Omi
cron both in its correspondence with sister chapters and in its 
participation in conventions. 

The members of the Omicron, working as they did under a 
cloud, in imminent danger of dismissal from college should their 
activities be discovered, made several attempts to withdraw, but 
on each occasion the Fraternity unanimously voted to continue 
the Chapter. But finally, in 1892, the Grand Chapter resolved 
that the Omicron had ceased to exist. The Sigma continued to 
initiate an occasional Princeton man, but in 1898 the question 
was definitely decided that the Pennsylvania Zetes no longer 
had such power. The Omicron, in reality all but a defunct 
chapter since 1882, thus officially breathed its last. 

It is interesting, however, to remember that Princeton still 
sustains a stepchild of Zeta Psi in the "Ivy Club," the oldest 
and one of the most exclusive of the Princeton clubs, which was 
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founded by Zetes and for many years maintained a tradition of 
initiating every Zete who came to the University. 

RHO {Harvard University) 

like Princeton, Harvard has always been a difficult field for 
fraternities to cultivate. Long before the days of Greek letter 
societies, severaf iocai ciuos natf sprung up in the Coflege, nota
bly the ''Institute of 1770," and "Hasty Pudding." The early 
hold which these clubs obtained upon the social system made if 
exceedingly difficult for national fraternities to gain a foothold. 

The Rho—the eighth chapter of Zeta Psi—was founded at 
Harvard on July 12, 1852, through the efforts of Peter W. 
Rousse, X)elta '50, then a student in the law school. With the 
assistance 0f E. W. Appleton, also Delta '52, who with his twin 
brother had been the founder of the Sigma in 1850, seven char
ter members were initiated: George Ludovic Bennett, David 
Hill Coqfidge, George Converse Francis, Francis Brown Ken
dall, Gorham Park, and Charles Edward Stetson. 

One of the first official acts of the Rho was to found the 
Kappa Chapter at Tufts. The move was unconstitutional, as 
the proper authority had been obtained, but the Grand Chap
ter later recognized the Kappa in 1856. 

The Rho had an active and prosperous existence until 1857, 
when an open conflict broke out between the old clubs and the 
national fraternities at the University. In this contest the faculty 
took the part of the local societies, with the result that many 
students thereafter refused to join national fraternities. Several 
of the Rho men withdrew their membership, and finally, in the 
face of such active opposition, the Chapter surrendered its charter. 

The Rho was revived in 1864 through the enterprise of Nathan 
Payne Cochran, Xi '64, a student in the law school. In his 
work he was assisted by the Kappa Chapter at Tufts. Curiously 
enougli, as in the instance of the founding of the Kappa by the 
Rho, this later effort was also unconstitutional, but again the 
Grand Chapter ratified the existence of the Rho. The revived 
chapter lasted for but three years. Although the Chapter had a 
large and distinguished membership, there was no cooperation 
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with the Grand Chapter; the constitution and by-laws were not 
rigidly observed; and the spirit of the Chapter, though excellent 
within itself, was not compatible with the tone of the national 
organization. Accordingly in 1867, as the result of an investi
gation by the Grand Chapter, the charter was again withdrawn. 

The question of reviving the Rho arose in almost every con
vention from 187+ to 1882. The general feeling in the Frater
nity was that the Harvard social system was incompatible with the 
existence of a chapter of a national fraternity. But in 1881 the 
Alpha Chapter at Columbia was authorized to receive any peti
tion from Harvard, and in 1882 the matter was left to the dis
cretion of the Grand Officers, with power. In 1882 the Phi 
Alpha reported the reestablishment of the Rho on February 17. 
The success of the effort was the result of the influence of Brother 
Henry Hamilton Sherwood, who had formerly been a member 
of the Iota Chapter. 

After an uncertain beginning, which nearly resulted in the 
dissolution of the Chapter in 1884, the Rho gradually worked 
its way to an undisputed position in the University. With almost 
no competition it selected the cream of each class, a fact testified 
to both by their extraordinary prominence in college and by the 
fact that the chapter rolls during these years contained the names 
of some of the most influential families of New England. But, 
except for sporadic outbursts of brotherly zeal, the Harvard 
members held rather religiously aloof from participation in the 
affairs of the Fraternity. Gradually the Chapter took on the 
complexion of the exclusive local clubs, and in December of 
1892 the charter was finally withdrawn. 

As was the case at Princeton, the Fraternity left behind it a 
legacy in the "Spee," which still exists at Harvard today as one 
of the most exclusive upper-class clubs. 

ALPHA (Dickinson College) 

The Alpha Chapter was established at Dickinson College, 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, through the enterprise of the Sigma, a 
committee from which initiated fourteen men on March 5, 1852. 
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Among these were the three charter members: William Tell 
Barnitz, Albert Sydney Belt, and James Taylor Carlisle. 

The Chapter enjoyed a short but unusually brilliant life. Its 
demise in 1856 was due to the opposition of the college authori
ties to the fraternity system. But in the meantime the Chapter 
had initiated thirty-six members, many of whom attained unusual 
prominence in after life. Perhaps the most interesting feature of 
the Chapter's history lies in the fact that during the Civil War 
the Alpha was liberally represented in both the Union and Con
federate Armies. Two of the Confederates, Brothers McCarthy, 
'52, and Harnesberger, '56, were killed in action, while Brother 
Fountain, '54, was taken prisoner at Gettysburg by the Union 
forces. 

ΊΉΕΤΑ (Union College) 

Union College, at Schenectady, New York, is the birthplace 
of the Greek letter fraternity. The first modern secret society 
was founded there as early as 1825, and by 1847 five others had 
been added. 

Zeta Psi came to Union on March 4, 1856, as a result of the 
efforts of three members of the Chi Chapter who had transferred 
to Union from Colby. Upon their arrival in Schenectady they 
soon gathered about them a few of their friends and petitioned 
for a charter, which was at once granted. The charter members 
were: Charles Wayne Sanger and Clinton Howe, both of the 
Chi, Alexander Bullions Morye, Jesse Shepherd, Mark Walton 
Piper, John Hart Prentiss, Franc Byron Wilkie, George Clinton 
Harrington, William Cowan Jones, and Archibald Smith 
McClure. 

The College had always had a large southern representation, 
and the Civil War therefore dealt a disastrous blow, from which 
Union was a long time in recovering. Internal dissensions aggra
vated the situation to such an extent that the charter of the Theta 
was finally surrendered. The date has been officially given as 
1871, but the records of the convention of 1868 contain the 
note that the Theta had formally ceased to exist. The last man 
was initiated, however, in 1871. 
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The Chapter in its short life contributed some of the finest 

men whom the Fraternity has known, notably among them two 
past Phi Alphas, Max Schwerin, Jr., '70, and William Henry 
McElroy, '60, who has written more Zeta Psi poetry and songs 
than any other member of the Fraternity. 

Pi {Amherst College) 
The first Pi Chapter of the Fraternity was established at 

Amherst in 1858 by Brothers Charles Goodrich King, Epsilon 
'60, and William DeForest Prentiss, Phi '59, then students in 
the College. With the aid of Brother James Β. Μ. Grosvenor, 
Epsilon '62, they obtained the necessary authority and initiated 
eight of their fellow-students into the Fraternity. Conditions 
were unfavorable, however. The Chapter had no real existence 
and the organization was given up in 1859· 

PI (Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute) 
The second Pi Chapter was established six years later at Rens

selaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, Ν. Υ. At the time of the 
founding of the Chapter it was referred to as "transferring the 
Amherst Chapter to the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute," but 
there seems to have been no connection of any kind between 
the two. 

The establishment resulted largely from the efforts of Brother 
John Lamson Flagg, Rho '57, a prominent resident of Troy. 
On January I3> 1864, five charter members were initiated at the 
hall of the "Vieta Societa" (the name the members had adopted 
for their local club) : Satterlee Arnold, Albion Lealy Christie, 
John Stewart Schaefrer, Jose Hernandez, and Guillermo Pascual 
Gonzalez. 

The Chapter until its decease in 1893 maintained an unin
terrupted existence, during the course of which it ran the gamut 
from top to bottom. The membership was always small, occa
sioned by the meager number of students at the Institute and 
the fact that many of them attended for but a year or so. It 
was finally felt that conditions at the Institute militated against 
the best interests of the Fraternity, and the charter was given up 
on December 21, 1893. 
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ETA {Pennsylvania College) 

The establishment of the Eta Chapter at Pennsylvania Col
lege, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, was accomplished by a committee 
from the Tau Chapter on August 13, 1861, when three charter 
members were initiated: Mason Weidman, Thomas D. Renfew, 
and Henry Plowman. 

The Civil War at once caused a diminution of the ranks of 
the small chapter which had been built up, and in 1863, when 
Lee's army was threatening an invasion of the North, a majority 
of the students of the College, including five Zetes, responded 
to an emergency call for volunteers. The student company re
ported at Harrisburg and was immediately sent back to Gettys
burg, where it took part in the famous Battle of Gettysburg on 
July 1, 2, and 3, 1863. During the battle the College buildings 
were occupied successively by both forces, and the Chapter's char
ter was destroyed. It was replaced the following year. 

A few initiations followed the conclusion of the war, but 
conditions at the College were unfavorable to a continuance of 
the Chapter and it formally ceased to exist in June, 1872. 

GAMMA {Georgia Military Institute) 

Upon the formal Chapter roll of the Fraternity there is lack
ing the name of one chapter of Zeta Psi which was authorized 
by the Grand Chapter, was installed, and initiated at least three 
men. Every record of the Chapter except its authorization was 
wiped out on the occasion of Sherman's march to the sea; the 
installation became an incident, then a vague tradition, and was 
finally forgotten altogether until a curious Brother picked up in 
the archives the slender eight-page printed pamphlet containing the 
minutes of the Grand Chapter in convention in Hanover, Ν. Η., 
July 24, i860. Here was discovered the following minute: 

Voted, To take the petition of the Georgia Military Institute from 
the table. 

The high position of this institute being shown, and its claim set 
forth, it was 

Voted, That the petition of the Georgia Military Institute be 
granted, and a chapter be hereby established at such Institute. 
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W a s the Chapter ever installed? were any men ever initiated? 

No one in authority seemed ever to have inquired; but in 1894 
Brother Israel C. Pierson received the following letter from 
C. M . Smith, Thomasville, Georgia: 

Knowing that every nook and cranny of Zeta Psi will be thoroughly 
searched in the preparation of the proposed biographical catalogue, 
there is a part which, if it ever existed, has been lost and which you 
would probably be able to bring to light. Just before the beginning 
of the war I have reason to believe that a chapter of Zeta Psi was 
founded at the old Georgia Military Institute at Marietta, Ga., which 
was destroyed by Sherman afterwards. I don't think there was more 
than one meeting after its establishment, as you probably know the 
cadets were called out for service. My father joined Zeta Psi, I am 
sure. For particulars write to Frank Phillips, Esq., Marianna, Fla., 
Thomas H. Gignilliatt, Darien, Ga., or Captain Charles P. Hansell, 
Thomasville, Ga., who were all members of Zeta Psi there. I hope 
the committee will consider it worth their while to look into this. All 
the records were burned during the war. 

Subsequent correspondence with Brother Smith and with those 
to whom he referred gradually brought out a few meager facts 
about this infant chapter which died almost at birth. Brother 
Phillips wrote on October 18, 1896: 

To the best of my recollection the Zeta Psi Fraternity, the chapter 
at the Georgia Military Institute at Marietta, was organized by a 
delegation from the University of North Carolina, at Chapel Hill, in 
the early spring of 1861. . . . The signs and grips of the order I 
have entirely forgotten, and as the passwords were in Greek, accord
ing to my recollection, and as our school did not teach that language, 
our members had great difficulty in familiarizing themselves with 
them. Coupled with these troubles were the stirring days of the war, 
so altogether we never made much progress, and as the older mem
bers soon left school to join the army, I think the Chapter suspended 
after a few months. . . . I lost my badge soon after the war; soon 
thereafter I was in New York, and on going into a jeweler's store 
kept by a friend of mine I saw in one of his miscellaneous collections a 
Zeta Psi badge, which he told me had been found many months be
fore ; and finding that I was a member of the order he gave it to me. 
I t is now in the possession of my married daughter at Demopolis, 
Ala. . . . I t has occurred to me since writing the above that Clifford 
A. King, formerly of Roswell, Ga., could give you some information. 
Also write the Rev. T . R. Kendall, Grace Church, Atlanta, and ask 
him if he were not a member; I have forgotten. 
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Under a later date Brother C. M . Smith wrote to Brother 

Chatfield: 

There is no doubt in my mind about this chapter's having existed. 
One member lives in this city, but he has forgotten nearly all the de
tails, though he still remembers the grip. This chapter did not exist 
more than a year or two, and all the G. M, I. students went into 
the Confederate Army, and afterwards Sherman's Army destroyed 
the school buildings and all records. 

The last letter upon the subject of this deceased and forgotten 
chapter is from Thomas H . Gignilliat—the final page in a slen
der sheaf of papers bound together and filed away in the archives. 
I t may well be quoted in full since it contains the names of 
possible members of this Fraternity: 

Your favor of Nov. 16th came duly to hand. I regret that my re
ply has been so long delayed and trust it may still reach you in time 
to be of some service. I was only at the Institute a short time and 
therefore cannot give you as much information as I would like. My 
recollection is that the Chapter was organized by a brother named 
Butts from Millegville, Ga. I cannot fix the date exactly. I was 
there in 1861 and am satisfied that it was a little less than a year 
before that the chapter was organized. The names of the members 
with a few exceptions have escaped my memory- I recall the follow
ing, however: Thomas Mogar, afterwards captain in the C.S.A., 
killed at 1st. Manassas; George Blount, also captain, C.S.A., and 
killed at Newtonville; Andrew Law, who served in the C.S.A., 
but his rank or whether now living I do not know; L. Arnold and 

Smith, to whom the same remarks apply; B. F. Keller, 
captain C.S.A., but whose further history I do not know. I think 
George P. Harrison, formerly of Savannah, Ga., but latterly of Ala
bama, was also a member; but as he left the Institute before I went 
there I cannot be sure. He was a general in C.S.A. I was 1st 
lieut. of cavalry, C.S.A., and saw service in Virginia and North 
Carolina. 

I thank you for your efforts on behalf of our chapter and will 
be glad to hear from you at any time. 

Another brief reference to the Chapter at the Georgia Mili
tary Institute is contained in the minutes of the Grand Chapter 
Convention held at New York in 1866: 

Brother C. H. Tillinghastc, Theta, remarked that a chapter was 
once instituted at the Georgia Military Institute, but had become 
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extinct. Some effort was made toward its resuscitation, but without 
success. 

What these efforts at resuscitation were or when they actually 
occurred perhaps no living Zete now knows. 

So far as the writer is advised, the last official notice taken of 
this deceased chapter is to be found in a single line appearing in 
the Grand Chapter minutes of 1886. In the report of Franklin 
H. Bowen, Jr., Delta Alpha, appear the words: 

A chapter existed at Georgia Military Institute about 1860-65. 

The name of the deceased and almost forgotten child of our 
order was Gamma. Its very name has been taken by, and now 
survives as the sole property of, a later and more lusty child of 
the Zeta Psi family. 

OMEGA {University of Chicago) 

The Omega Chapter was founded largely through the help 
and cooperation of the Xi Chapter at Ann Arbor, which pre
sented the petition and supervised the induction ceremonies, which 
took place in Chicago on November 5, 1864. The six charter 
members—Joseph Francis Bonfield, William Lewis Pierce, Louis 
Clark Jones, Jasper William Porter, George James Richardson, 
and Henry Theodore Thomas—had organized themselves as the 
"Quodrumvirs," together with other of their friends, most of 
whom later joined the Fraternity. 

The Chapter entered at once upon a happy and prosperous exist
ence, but the affairs of the University soon became involved 
and it was deemed best to suspend the charter in 1868. For ten 
years it lay dormant, until in 1876, with the election of Brother 
Alonzo Abernethy, Omega '66j to the presidency, affairs at the 
University seemed to take a turn for the better. In 1878 the 
Omega was revived, but the University failed to get on its feet, 
with the result that the Omega was again suspended, through 
no fault of its own, in 1887. 

No account of the Chapter would be complete without a refer
ence to its most distinguished member—a charter member of 
the Omega and, until his death in 1929, in his eighty-sixth year, 
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an Honorary Member for Life of the Board of Trustees of the 
Fraternity. For sixty-five years he served Zeta Psi with a devo
tion nothing short of miraculous. He was the only Zete who 
ever had two successive terms as Phi Alpha; he attended more 
Conventions and meetings than anyone in the history of the 
Fraternity. Throughout the length and breadth of the country 
he was known to young and old alike as "The Grand Old Man 
of Zeta Psi." When the charter of the Omega was withdrawn, 
he and his classmate, Brother Jasper William Porter, later trans
ferred their allegiance to the Alpha Epsilon at the University 
of Illinois, and in behalf of this new chapter both worked unre
mittingly until their deaths. Thus did the Omega rise again in 
different guise, and the Fraternity owes its memory a debt of 
gratitude which it can never repay for having given to Zeta Psi 
the prototype of the perfect Zete. 

GAMMA {United States Naval Academy) 

The last of Zeta Psi's unsuccessful ventures took place in 
1874 with the founding of the Gramma Chapter at Annapolis. 
The necessary power to found the Chapter was granted by the 
Grand Chapter on January i, 1874. Immediately thereafter 
a committee visited the Naval Academy and on January 4th ini
tiated Alexander Sharp, Hunter C. White, Edward D. Bostick, 
and Frank S. Collins. These four, together with Brother Al
fred L. Howe, Epsilon '75, made up the active Chapter. The 
new members were initiated into the Epsilon Chapter, as the 
rules of the Naval Academy strictly forbade the existence of 
secret societies. The Chapter was formed on the written agree
ment of its members that it should not come "in direct oppo
sition with the laws, etc., of the United States Naval Academy"; 
in the agreement was incorporated a clause stipulating that the 
charter would be delivered if, upon a later visit of the committee, 
the "Chapter" were found to be "in good working order." 

In October of 1874 the committee returned and found that 
the restrictions at the Academy made the continuation of Zeta 
Psi impracticable, and the attempt was abandoned. 
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CHAPTER XLIX 

Zeta Psi in Song and Story 

S H O U L D an antiquarian Zeta sit down among the 
archives and take up the minutes of the earliest 

Grand Chapter Conventions, he would be impressed with 
the fact that the time which was not spent in discussing 
"signs, secrets, and symbols," was devoted to planning for 
catalogues and song books. "Whatever time was not de
voted to catalogues and song books was devoted to a 
discussion of the annual oration and the annual poem. 
Some day a volume will be published made up of 
the annual orations and poems which have been pre
served. There will be discussed in that prospective 
volume the query as to why the good old custom has not 
been continued. The question may well be asked, "Do we 
write worse speeches or worse poems than our grand
fathers and great-grandfathers?" Some earnest young 
Zete of literary tendency who affects free verse and 
despises the rhetorical period will affirm most emphati
cally that no modern poet could possibly write such bad 
verse or declaim such bombastic nonsense as used to assail 
the patient and willing ears of those who sat in the murky 
convention halls of the "Fifties" and "Sixties." 

The discussions regarding the public.ation of catalogues 
and song books have a certain naive quality about them. 
In the minutes of 1853 there is record of a resolution that 
was proposed and lost, "that a monthly magazine, to be 
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conducted exclusively by the graduates and undergrad
uates of this fraternity, be authorized by the present 
convention." We do not wonder that the resolution was 
lost when we realize that the total membership of the 
Fraternity in 1853 could not have been more than two 
hundred and fifty and that an indebtedness of ten 
dollars seemed like an insuperable financial difficulty. 

x The Grand Chapter at the Syracuse Convention, 
1882, voted to publish a monthly journal devoted to the 
interests of Zeta Psi. The Zeta Psi Monthly was first 
issued in November, 1882, at Toronto, Canada, under 
the editorship of Brother Henry Brock, Theta Xi '81, 
who assumed not only the editorial but also the financial 
responsibility of the enterprise. Three numbers were pub
lished by Brother Brock,, who then became convinced that 
Toronto was too far from the center of Zeta Psi interests 
and activities, and so resigned the editorship in favor of 
Brother J. Bruen Miller, Delta 'jg, who accepted the 
office and the responsibility of publication. Brother Miller 
continued as editor of the monthly and of its successor, 
The Zeta Psi Quarterly, until March, 1885. With refer
ence to him closes one of the best occasional poems which 
the Fraternity has produced, "The Legend of De-Ja-Ge-
Wish," after the manner of "Hiawatha." This is the 
work of Brother Guy F. Palmer, Theta Xi '82, who later 
celebrated the trials of the Alpha Psi in equally laudable 
imitative verse entitled, "McGannon of Glengarry." 
Both these remarkable poems are too full of local allu
sions to quote, but the reference to Brother Bruen Miller 
must not be omitted: 

1 Based on Brother Marshall S. Brown's admirable history in the Semi
centennial Catalogue. 
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And the name of Bruen Miller 
Lingers still among the Brothers, 
Lingers still among the singers, 
And among the story-tellers. 
And in winter when the snowflakes 
Whirl in eddies round the wigwam, 
Round the sacred Lodge of Alpha, 
And the wind in gusty tumults 
O'er the stove-pipe shrieks and whistles; 
"There," they cry, "comes Bruen Miller, 
He is howling for his Monthly, 
Howling for his 2 Monthly! 

Brother Walter G. Eliot, Alpha '78, followed Miller 
as ad interim editor, and Brother Ruford Franklin, 
Alpha '86, was chosen as his successor and served as edi
tor until the discontinuance of the publication in 1886. 
The monthly was a private enterprise, although recog
nized as the official organ of the Fraternity. The quar
terly was published by the Zeta Psi Publishing Company, 
a stock company whose shares were subscribed for by 
members of the Fraternity. Brother J. Bruen Miller and 
his associates conferred a great benefit upon the Frater
nity by their arduous and unremunerative endeavors to 
give Zeta Psi a journal worthy of its position in the 
college fraternity world. 

The Fraternity has from time to time published cata
logues and directories of its members. The first attempt 
to publish a catalogue was made in 1853, the convention 
of that year voting to publish a catalogue within a year. 
By 1854 the idea of a catalogue of the Fraternity had 
obtained such hold upon the imagination of the brothers 
that a subscription list was started; and the importance of 

2 The reader is permitted to supply his own epithet provided he will have 
respect for the meter. 
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the enterprise in the minds of the brothers is amply 
attested by the communication which accompanied the 
request for subscriptions: 

A catalogue was ordered by the last Grand Convention to be 
published during the present year. It is to be done by subscrip
tion. 

Our Fraternity now needs but a catalogue to give it a standing 
and a name among her sister societies. It is now in its seventh 
year of existence. Let not that which shall give it prominence 
and character fall to the ground for lack of means. We are 
confident that those who devoted their whole labor and time in 
fostering her in her infancy, and those who have taken and 
are experiencing pleasure now in her youth—we feel assured that 
they will not forego the continuance of that delight by allowing 
the opportunity of subscribing and adding to her maturity to 
slip away. Above all let it not be said that the parent chapter 
has fallen behind her children in true devotion to the cause. 

These words are from the pen of the founder, J. B. 
Yates Sommers. 

Two years passed and no catalogue appeared. A com
mittee was appointed in the convention of 1855 to inquire 
into the delay. In 1857 all former catalogue committees 
were discharged and a new one was chosen, with full 
power to publish a catalogue as soon as possible. The 
efficient chairman of the committee, Brother G. L. Ben
nett, Rho ''Si, having been ably assisted by Judson H. 
Hopkins, Delta 'so, had the honor of reporting to the 
Grand Chapter in 1859 that the first Zeta Psi Catalogue 
had been published. 

The movement for a second catalogue began in 1864, 
with a motion that a new catalogue be published by the 
Grand Chapter, a motion made by Brother Israel C. Pier-
son, Phi '65. Brothers Charles H. Tillinghaste, Theta 
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'64; Albert H . Gallatin, Phi '59; Henry T. Thomas, 
Omega '64; Lewis S. Pilcher, Xi '62; A. W. Bailey, Phi 
'65, and Satterlee Arnold, Pi '66, were appointed a com
mittee for the purpose, and after three years' labor pub
lished in 1867 the second catalogue of the Zeta Psi 
Fraternity, which contained 1,314 names. Brother Samuel 
Marsh, Phi '67, advanced for its publication a large sum 
of money. H e subsequently generously canceled a very 
considerable portion of the debt to himself which the Fra
ternity had thus incurred. In 1874 the Grand Chapter 
published an Addenda to the catalogue of 1867 with 
575 names, by a committee consisting of Brothers Charles 
B. Everson, Psi 'j8, chairman; D. Cady Gere, Gamma 
'yg, and Charles G. Belden, Gamma 'jg. The publica
tion of this volume was so wisely managed that Brother 
Everson was able to report to the convention that, al
though the cost of publication exceeded two thousand 
dollars, the entire expense had been met and no debt 
remained for the Grand Chapter to assume. There were 
2,724 names. 

Brother Wyatt G. Johnston, Alpha Psi '84, issued, in 
1888, a directory of members of the Fraternity, with 
addresses as then known. Brother Samuel B. Sumner, 
Zeta '4Q, published a partial list of new members in 1889; 
and in 1892, Brothers J. Howard Ford, Psi 'γγ, chair
man; William A. Hoe, Jr., Phi '88, and Israel C. Pier-
son, Phi '65, were appointed a committee to publish a 
complete directory of the Fraternity. Within one year 
the Zeta Psi Directory was issued, containing a remark
ably complete and accurate list of 4,005 members, with 
addresses and alphabetical and geographical indexes. This 
directory, however, was meant to be simply the initial step 
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in the publication of a great biographical catalogue. The 
same committee was continued in power, and for over 
five years labored on this undertaking. The lamented 
death of Brother Hoe deprived the committee of a valu
able worker, and Brother Pomeroy Ladue, Xi 'go, was 
appointed in his place. Brother Pierson, as secretary of 
the committee, devoted himself to the task of editing and 
publishing this catalogue with a singleness of purpose 
and an unselfish devotion of time and energy which 
placed the whole Fraternity under a deep debt of grati
tude to him. This monumental work, the Zeta Psi Bio
graphical Catalogue, of 1899, crowns the list of the 
Fraternity's publications. 

The value of a Zeta Psi Song Book was soon recog
nized, and as early as 1855 the Grand Chapter appointed 
a committee for the purpose of collecting and preserving 
the songs that were already current among the brothers. 
It was not, however, until 1869 that any very definite 
step was taken. In this year a committee from the Psi 
Chapter at Cornell was authorized to publish an official 
Fraternity song book. This volume appeared in 1871, 
a simple volume without music put forth by the committee 
of which Brother J. M. Dodge, Psi '71, was chairman. 
This song book continued as the sole occupant of its field 
until twenty years later, when a committee under the 
chairmanship of Brother Courtland K. Bolles, Kappa '88, 
brought out in 1891 a volume which served the Fraternity 
well until the publication in 1899 of the semicentennial 
volume. This contained both words and music and was in 
every way a distinguished volume. I t was brought out 
under the editorship of Brothers Israel C. Pierson, Phi 
'6ζ, and Thomas Ives Chatfield, Eta 'Q3. Since that time 
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amended volumes have been published in 1903 and 1914. 

One of the most distinguished volumes ever published 
by the Fraternity was that which gathered together the 
songs and the principal poems published by and about 
the Fraternity. This volume came out in 1903 under the 
title, "The Jubilee of Zeta Psi." 

It must not be thought, because of the importance at
tached in early Grand Chapter meetings to the poems and 
the orations, that the poet and the orator were always 
ready at hand. There seems to have been occasional 
reluctance on the part of those called upon, as many a 
Grand Chapter minute records. Sometimes the diffidence 
of the speaker was exactly in proportion to the impor
tance attached to the speech. In the minutes of 1850 
there is recorded the following: 

Resolved, That in case the brothers now chosen to deliver the 
oration and poem refuse to deliver the same, the Epsilon Alpha, 
Gamma Alpha, and Alpha Alpha are hereby directed to appoint 
others who in their judgment are qualified to perform the duty. 

On the other hand, when Zeta Psi had acquired both 
character and prominence sufficient to inspire the poets, 
there seems to have been no lack of them. Beginning in 
the "Sixties" and carrying on through courageously until 
the late "Eighties," we find an uninterrupted stream of 
pure Helicon from him who is admitted to be the poet 
laureate of that period, Brother Samuel B. Sumner, 
Zeta '49. His effusions were gathered together in an 
interesting little pamphlet called "Zetapsiana," published 
at Bridgeport, Connecticut, in 1888. These are the poems 
read by Brother Sumner at the various Zeta Psi anni
versaries. It will not be denied that some of these verses 
are today very difficult reading. 
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One of the best occasional poems ever produced by 

Brother Sumner was that read at the Troy Convention, 
January 3, 1879; it was done in heroic couplets after the 
resounding manner of a Pope or a Dryden: 

Make every Chapter from each coast to coast 
Of every University its boast. 
Some bear their badges; some by them are borne; 
Of kinship with the latter be forsworn. 
Go not for numbers; they are very cheap; 
Let Clans omnivorous digest the heap; 
But here and there, discover as you can, 
At once the scholar, and the gentleman 
So men shall query in the time to come, 
Not, first, what rank in the curriculum, 
What prize or honor with a zeal o'erstrained, 
In this or that, had such or such one gained; 
But simply: was he, taken as a whole, 
A man of sense, and brain, and heart, and soul, 
And, as a crucial test, the case to try, 
Was he, or was he not, a Zeta Psi? 

He who succeeded Brother Sumner as the unofficial 
but, nevertheless, always accredited poet laureate was 
Brother William H . McElroy, Theta '60, whose verse 
was always worthy of its subject and of its distinguished 
author. Those who today wear the laurel are Brothers 
Charles K. Field and Henry T. Thomas, both of whom 
have contributed to memorabilia of the Fraternity oc
casional verse of rare felicity. 

The latest song books of the Fraternity are now in 
circulation among the chapters and are the best possible 
means for preserving in lyric form the ancient glories of 
Zeta Psi. The volume of 1903, "The Jubilee of Zeta 
Psi," is no longer in circulation and much of the occasional 
verse in celebration of Zeta Psi has been written since that 
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date. It may not be amiss, therefore, to gather together 
here, for the sake of its preservation, some of the best 
occasional verse of the past and of recent years. While 
editorial comment on the several poems might be inter
esting, it will perhaps be best that each be permitted to 
speak for itself. 

W h e n This Old Pin Was N e w 
I picked it up the other day, 

•The gold was worn and thin, 
I picked it up and put it on— 
My old Greek letter pin; 
Ο Zeta Psi, with glist'ning eye 
I pay my vows to you, 
Ring memory's chimes of high old times 
When this old pin was new! 

I wore it first one autumn night, 
The night I got the grip, 
They took me in, I took the oath, 
With pleased but trembling lip; 
That awful oath, I'm frank to say, 
I t scared me through and through— 
And, oh, the head I had next day— 
When this old pin was new! 

I wore it on a showy vest, 
With head held high in air, 
I swaggered, throwing out my chest, 
And all the world looked fair; 
How well I felt, how sweet was life, 
The sky a sapphire blue— 
The age of gold it blossomed then. 
When this old pin was new! 

T o me it seemed the rarest thing 
That ever graced the light, 
Which kings and prophets waited for, 
But died without the sight; 
I sneered at every rival badge, 
And bade them all "go to" 
And still I feel as then I felt, 
When this old pin was new! 
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I took it home vacation time, 
As it were a priceless pearl; 
I showed it to the folks at home, 
And one extraneous girl; 
They viewed it through my partial eyes, 
And bade me to be true 
To all the good it symbolized, 
When this old pin was new! 

Those were the real red-letter days: 
Hope beckoned in the van, 
I walked by Faith's transcendent sight, 
I trusted God and man; 
The demon Doubt ne'er came to call, 
All things I dared to do, 
And felt quite equal to them all 
When this old pin was new! 

I swore I'd learn why evil was, 
I'd probe the human soul, 
I'd find the circle's shrinking square, 
I'd pierce to either pole; 
I'd set the fractured joint of time, 
I'd read each puzzling clue— 
Yes, those were fine, head-swelling days— 
When this old pin was new! 

They tell us of a Better World, 
Of bliss without alloy, 
There peace doth like a river flow, 
And endless is the joy; 
Toward it I humbly bend my steps, 
And yet, 'twixt me and you, 
The present world seemed good enough 
When this old pin was new! 

The years have come, the years have gone, 
With gray days and with bright, 
But still, thank God, my heart is young 
As on that vanished night 
When Zeta Psi to me drew nigh 
And whispered fond and true, 
"Boy, thou art mine and I am thine"— 
When this old pin was new! 

—W. H. MCELROY, Theta '60 
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When This New Pin Grows Old 
We've dropped the bandage from your eyes, 
We've drawn aside the veil 
That hides our sacred mysteries 
From men beyond our pale; 
And now upon your glad young breast 
W e pin our badge of gold— 
You cannot know how you are blest 
Till this new pin grows old. 

How brightly in this mystic gloom 
Its letters shine for you, 
While now within our Chapter-room 
Your eager dream comes true; 
Ah, many a dream shall drop to dust 
And many a hope lie cold, 
But you shall find no hint of rust 
When this new pin grows old. 

This badge proclaims the newest part 
Of our old endless line, 
As hand to hand and heart to heart 
We form the eternal sign; 
Grip tight the links of this dear chain, 
God grant they long may hold; 
You cannot make such friends again 
When this new pin grows old. 

This little hour of happiness 
Shall light your future way 
Through years whose course we can but guess 
From promise of today. 
Unreckoned now, some happy boy 
May watch your name enrolled, 
And wear his father's badge with joy 
When this new pin grows old. 

Then close together, hand to hand 
And heart to heart—for oh, 
Tonight you cannot understand 
But some day you shall know. 
So now, upon your glad, young breast 
We pin this badge of gold; 
God give you only of His best 
While this new pin grows old! 

—CHARLES KELLOGG FIELD, MU '95 
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A Family Secret 

Read at the Sixtieth Anniversary Banquet, New York, Ϊ907 
Far back at the very beginning, 

As this planet began to revolve, 
Time and Tide—'twas a pivotal moment— 

Each to each made a mighty resolve; 
Till the trumpet of Gabriel stayed them, 

And they stopped at Eternity's gate, 
Never once, so they swore in conjunction, 

Would either for anyone wait. 

Most pledges begotten at New Year 
Last not, unimpaired, overnight; 

But his terrible oath Time has stood by, 
His has been an unfaltering flight; 

As for Tide; oft she murmurs to Neptune, 
"No eight hour law limits me: 

There has ne'er been a pause to the music 
Of the ebb and the flow of the sea." 

And so, when a rhapsodized maiden 
Begged Time to "roll back" in his flight, 

And to grant an encore to her childhood 
For a little while, "just for tonight"— 

Time answered, "Dear lady, excuse me, 
To refuse you I dreadfully hate, 

But I've sworn to go forward, not backward, 
And I've sworn that I never would wait." 

And so, when a bumptious old monarch 
Set his throne on the shore of the sea, 

And filed against Tide the mandamus, 
"Let your waves not encroach upon me, 

I'm a King whom divinity hedges"— 
Tide tittered, "Why, surely, and yet 

I observe that my waves are incoming— 
Fall .back or you'll surely get wet." 

Yes, Time and Tide loiter for no man, 
But I'll whisper, in confidence, here, 

A secret, a family secret, 
So it mustn't go further—give ear; 

To his iron-clad rule one exception 
Time has made in his never-checked race; 

And it happens—dux femina facti— 
There's a woman attached to the case! 
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The Story of Zeta Psi 
Where the sky-kissing peaks of Olympus 

With a glory ineffable glow, 
Our mother the crown of creation, 

Was born sixty summers ago ; 
And, oh, so supreme was her beauty 

That Cupid, that merry young elf, 
Declared to applauding celestials 

That she out-Venused Venus herself! 

They besought her to stay on Olympus, 
But she answered most earnestly, "No, 

I have got to descend to my chapters, 
Got to found them and see that they grow"; 

Su they gave her the splendidest send-off, 
Painting red the Olympian sky; 

Great Jove in his grandeur presided, 
Bacchus opened a case extra-dry. 

At her entrance to earth Time beheld her, 
And she looked so entrancingly sweet; 

With the stars round her head for a halo, 
With the flowers a-bloom 'neath her feet, 

With a sunburst of truth on her forehead 
And with eyes soft suffused with the light 

Which revealed that her heart was an altar 
Where always Love's fire burns bright. 

No wonder Time saw and was conquered, 
Something told him that she was his fate; 

So he whispered, "I'll make one exception, 
For thee, just for thee, I will wait; 

My hourglass for thee, I will shatter, 
On the willows my scythe shall be hung, 

And I'll turn .back the hands on the dial, 
So that thou shalt forever be young." 

That 's the secret; and so when we meet her, 
Ever clearer and clearer, forsooth, 

We perceive that she never grows older, 
That she blooms with perennial youth. 

But, alas, oft we're smitten with envy, 
And we mutter, "Oh, would that we, too, 

Could all be as young as we once were, 
When the pin that's now ancient was new." 
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Zeta Psi in Song and Story 
I I 

I picked it up, the other day; 
The gold was worn and thin; 

I picked it up and put it on, 
My old Greek letter pin; 

Ο Zeta Psi, as years go by, 
More close I cling to you;— 

Ring- memory's chimes of high old times 
When this old pin was new! 

So ran the strain that royal night, 
Red-lettered 'twas indeed, 

When on our mother's thread of life, 
Was strung the fiftieth bead; 

Shy glances at her smiling face 
An humble minstrel threw, 

And thus enthused he sang the song, 
When this old pin was new. 

The pin is old; we all grow old; 
The youngest of our band; 

Who wears tonight a shining badge 
Fresh from the goldsmith's hand, 

May scoff at Time; but, ah, the years 
So dash along, he, too, 

Will soon be singing with the rest, 
When this old pin was new! 

Our mother hears this grumbling strain 
And interrupts its flow, 

To say, bright smiling as she speaks, 
"Not so, my son, not so; 

Fain would I blaze on all my shrines, 
In characters of gold; 

The pin itself may not be new, 
But no real Zete grows old. 

"Would'st be, like me, forever young 
Hope's highlands would'st thou climb, 

Be free from pessimistic plaints? 
Would'st triumph over Time? 

Would'st view God's perfect promised Land, 
With faith's clear-sighted eye? 

Then ever wear without reproach 
The badge of Zeta Psi." 
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The Story of Zeta Psi 
We backward glance, we forward glance,— 

"How fair the scene!" we say:— 
It is as though we looked along 

Some splendid Appian Way; 
Beside the future's widening road, 

Such cheery beacohs blaze, 
And oh, the past, like twilight's star, 

Shines through the tender haze. 

With heart to heart, with hand to ha.nd, 
With bumper glass to glass, 

With toasts and songs, talks, laughs gncj grips, 
We're a true freshman class; 

Fresh in our faith, our hope, our loye. 
Each heart must needs be gay,— 

They ne'er had such a night as this 
Upon the Appian Way! 

How shall we crown this climax feast 
As best it may be crowned ? 

What shall we do to strengthen most 
The tie by which we're bound? 

Each unto each and all to each, 
Before we part, I trow, 

Will make to keep, as valiant Knight;s 
An anniversary vow. 

We swear by you, ye vanished ones, 
Still present to our eyes, 

Ye brothers on the further shore, 
Our. Chapter in the skies; 

By you we swear, and by our Queetj 
Our vow, a battle-cry; 

We'll ever wear without reproach 
The badge of Zeta Psi! 

Who wear it thus, come weal or wo^ 
May fall but cannot fail; 

In Honor's Legion they're enrolled, 
They wear her iron mail; 

Their bright escutcheons greet the light 
Unstained, without a blot; 

2"fte guard dies' drave, i'f die Λ must 
But it surrenders not. 
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Ζ eta Ρ si in Song and Story 
Once more, then; mother of us all 

Fond gathered at thy knee, 
Thou art our toast, our only toast, 

This day belongs to thee; 
With every toast our vow shall rise— 

The vow a battle-cry,— 
We'll ever wear without reproach 

The badge of Zeta Psi! 
WILLIAM H. MCELROY, Theta '60. 

Old and New 
Dedicated to William H. McElroy, Theta '60. 

Before the fire, in mood of contemplation, 
The brothers kept their place 

Though hours had passed since the initiation, 
And morning came apace. 

The youngest there in blissful silence fingered 
A new-won badge of gold, 

While still an echo from the service lingered: 
"When this new pin grows old!" 

The oldest, dreaming, watched the long flames leaping 
Like memories aglow, 

Fanned up from warm gray ashes where lay sleeping 
The fires of long ago. 

The elder spoke: "That poem I recited 
Tonight, about the pin, 

Is in the ritual now, and I, delighted 
They cared to put it in. 

"But, mind you, when you hear that verse repeated, 
It is not wholly mine; 

I have but listened closely and completed 
An eldeT brother's line; 

"I have but caught and kept the inspiration 
Of one whose spirit true 

Found utterance in that deathless declaration; 
'When this old pin was new!' 

"Mew pins that shall grow old in joy together, 
Old pins that once were new— 

Who knows the author or remembers whether 
Of Theta or of Mu? 

[675] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
"Suffice it that, upon the solemn hour 

That sees the hadge applied, 
Our blended thoughts may come with added power 

To seal the wearer's pride; 

"Suffice it that, in moments of reunion, 
The old badge brighter shines 

With radiance drawn from happy past communion 
That speaks between our lines. 

"Twined with the Eastern laurel, sweetly wreathing 
His immortality, 

This tender spray, our obligation breathing, 
From Stanford's redwood tree!" 

CHARLES K. FIELD, MU '95. 

Cadmus and Zeta Psi 
I have read in those records of old, 

So old that the world is unable 
To dissever the dross from the gold, 

To untangle the facts from the fable, 
That a schoolmaster, Cadmus his name was— 

To his ashes forever be peace, 
Brought letters—and that's what his fame was— 

Brought letters and taught them to Greece. 

And Greece, which till then was benighted, 
On the letters pounced down like a vulture, 

She conned them with face wild delighted, 
She agonized fairly for "culture"; 

With face much too earnest for laughter, 
She swore with her soul all ablaze, 

She would live in the lengthened Hereafter 
As the Boston of primitive days! 

And Cadmus, who watched her progressing, 
With a patience that nothing could weary, 

One day, as he gave her his blessing, 
Begg'd leave to propound her a query; 

"Please tell me, Ο Greece," he entreated, 
"Of the letters I've taught to you here, 

Which one have you kindliest greeted, 
Which are most to your fancy, my dear?" 
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Zeta Psi in Song and Story 
Answered Greece, "Unless I'm a goose, 

No letter in beauty is greater, 
Than the stylish initial of Zeus"— 

And she held up to Cadmus a Zeta! 
"And yet," she continued explaining, 

"Though Zeta so pleases my eye, 
I must own in my bosom 'tis reigning 

In conjunction with beautiful Psi!" 

She ceased and old Cadmus drew nearer, 
Threw his arm round his protege's waist, 

And exclaimed, "There could nothing be clearer 
Than that Greece has remarkable taste; 

For the pick of all alphabets surely, 
Are the letters that captured your eye— 

The stately, magnificent Zeta, 
The graceful, ethereal Psi! 

"And now to give play to the pleasure 
That springs from the choice you have made, 

That the world ever fondly may treasure 
Those letters till language shall fade, 

In beauty together I'll blend them, 
The pin on your bosom I'll place, 

And down through the ages I'll send them— 
The badge of the best of the race." 

So saying, Old Cadmus the letters 
Decreed should be firmly united; 

His edict was stronger than fetters— 
They have ne'er broke troth that they plighted;— 

And till Gabriel does his last duty, 
And time stands adjourned sine die. 

Those letters shall bloom in their beauty— 
The Zeta that's fused with the Psi. 

WILLIAM H. MCELROY. Theta '60. 

What's Worth While 
My Zeta Psi harp on the willows I'd hung 

With a vow that I'd play it no more; 
The rest of my singing should go all unsung) 

I'd respond to no further encore. 
But, alas, such a vow is a gallery play—• 

From the willows my harp I regain, 
And I sing—as of yore—still another last layv 

Just a final, post-ultimate strain! 
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The Story of Ζ eta Ρ si 
What is it, what is it, that's really worth while? 

Oh, what shall be reckoned worth striving for? 
This life's wear and tear what device can repair? 

"What prize is worth climbing or diving for? 
Aye, when all's said and done, where under the sun, 

Are beguilements which truly beguile? 
I pause to glance round, ye whose judgment is sound, 

Pray instruct me—what's really worth while? 

'Twas a seer wise and fine, who clearly could see 
And reflect the idealized light; 

"Each day we are all growing older," said he, 
"But we're not growing older each night." 

There are nights which work magic, they make us grow young, 
Make the world a Utopian isle; 

This is one of such nights, let its praises be sung 
As a night which is really worth while! 

What makeshifts galore, try to succor the soul! 
Each is labeled, "We study to please"; 

Fame, money, position, gay Bacchus, his bowl, 
Tearing tangos and afternoon teas; 

But sooner or later they all count as naught, 
E'en the best of them fail to beguile, 

They get on our nerves and we're bitterly taught 
That they're not to be reckoned worth while. 

Our brotherhood's not of the makeshifts, I ween, 
I t is clothed with perennial might; 

Lo, its kingdom is builded of things unseen, 
The great forces of sweetness and light; 

Ye comrades of mine, with joy and with pride 
I proclaim with a tear and a smile, 

I couldn't grow older tonight if I tried; 
I t is love crowned and so is worth while. 

Yes, love is the crown of all crowns, and behold 
From Olympus our mother comes down 

And adorns all her sons—how could they grow old?— 
With her splendid, invisible crown. 

The crown of a king is a breeder of care, 
He who dons it drives peace from his soul; 

All gold and all gems, it's a thing passing fair, 
But is it -worth while, on the whole? 
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Zcta Psi in Song and Story 
But the crowns that we're wearing are free from alls». 

Care they breed not, nor happiness Wight; 
High hopes they inspire and whole-hearted joy, 

And gallant crusades for the right. 
Thus crowned we go marching o'er life's battle plain, 

On our banner is blazed Zeta Psi, 
And we sing as we march, the ancient refrain 

Ever echoing, Tau Kappa Phi. 

WILLIAM H. McEuunr, Thet® "60. 

An Anonymous Contribution 
Dedicated to Charles Kellogg Field, Mu '95, 

with apologies to Sir Welter Scott. 
Harp nf the coast! that mouldering long hast hung 

On the eucalyptus bough that shades the Stanford Farm, 
And toward the shimmering bay thy numbers flung, 

Till envious ivy did conceal thy charm, 
Muffling with verdant ringlet every string,— 

Ο minstrel Harp, still must thine accents sleep? 
Mid orange groves and palm trees murmuring, 

Still must thy sweeter sounds their silence keep, 
Nor bid a student smile nor teach fair maid to weep? 

Not thus, in ancient days of '95, 
Was thy voice mute amid the youthful crowd; 

When lay of love or mighty contest won, 
Aroused the fearful, or subdued the proud, 

At each according pause, was heard aloud 
Thine ardent symphony sublime and high! 

Fair dames with college youths attention bow'd; 
For still the burden of thy minstrelsy 

Was athlete's dauntless deed and Beauty's matchless eye. 

Oh, wake once more, how rude so e'er the hand 
That ventures o'er thy magic maze to stray; 

Oh, wake once more! though scarce thy skill command 
Some feeble echoing of that pioneer day; 

Though harsh and faint, and soon to die away, 
And all unworthy of thy nobler strain, 

Yet if one heart throb higher at its sway, 
The wizard note has not been touched in vain. 

Then silent be no more! Enchantress, wake again! 
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The Story of Zeta Psi 
Israel C. Pierson 

"The workman goes—the work eternal stays"— 
And yet tonight when hand in hand again, 
We form the mystic circle's living chain 
And miss one well remembered gentle face, 
The thought will flash from heart to heart—"His place, 
Ah! who can fill it? That bright soul, that brain, 
Which ever in its work of love was fain 
To count no toil severe—can we replace ? 
Oh! who shall take the torch his hand laid down?" 
"None worthier," all will answer, yet forsooth 
Would we his loving labour fitly crown, 
Let each resolve to make his work our own, 
To lead pure lives, to love and worship truth, 
And heeding not Time's touch, die still a youth. 

R. T . W. D U K E , JR. , Beta Ή. 

Convention Poem 
Read at the Banquet of the Grand Chapter held \tt San Francisco, 

1910. 
Next the setting sun there is a land 
That lies a jewel on the mother breast, 
And hills with crown of laurel buttress it 
Against the sea, save where they part their walls 
Low down to let the splendors of the sun 
In gold and amethyst blaze through to bathe 
Still other hills and vales in floods of light. 
In that fair land we live and feel our strength. 

Her golden portals open wide; 
Her vineyards pour their ruby .tide; 
Her wealth the plains and valleys spread; 
And roar her seas from head to head, 
As smoking on Sierra's peaks 
Her altars greet the chosen Greeks. 

What mystic signal was there sent 
Across throughout the continent 
T o bring you here 
With such rich cheer? 
What potent word was passed along 
That bade you come with choral song 
T o grace with your most ancient rite 
The temples of our proved delight? 
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Zeta Psi in Song and Story 
Here, sunny youth and silvered age 
Seem both to know some cunning page, 
Which gives to each a true consent 
With all that life has ever meant. 

Ο men, there is no mystic tie 
That makes us one in Zeta Psi; 
'Tis not the secret word we know 
That holds us to each other so; 
But we have found the simple truth, 
That, come what will, old age and youth 
May meet upon the common soil 
Of honor in the Day's turmoil; 
And that the love which it begets 
Forever shines, nor ever sets. 

Ο Zeta Psi, how rich are we 
Who live in thy fraternity! 
Plain common things of every day 
More comely seem in their array; 
And hills and valleys deck themselves, 
And fancy dances with the elves 
Of lake and stream, while everywhere 
A joyous gladness fills the air. 

Ο Zeta Psi, what can we bring 
To thee for thy high honoring? 
"O bring me men and men and men, 
I care not for the clothes, young men 
In whom the world's supreme desire 
Doth burn with a consuming fire! 
I dwell me not in brick or stone, 
In manhood's heart I dwell alone; 
'Tis there my altars ever burn, 
With sacrifice no art can learn." 

BENJAMIN W E E D , Ioia '94. 

Vale 
Read at the Convention Banquet, in Chicago, 1914. 

The richest hearts are those that keep, 
Safe treasured, mem'ries old, 

For theirs the past, with joy etched deep, 
And better wealth than gold. 
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The Story of Zeta Psi 
The wisest hearts are those that know 

Life holds no finer thing 
Than loyal friendship; theirs the glow-

No jeweled crown could bring. 

The truest hearts are those content 
T o take their unsung ways, 

And hold, serene, with faith unspent, 
Some great aim all their days. 

And rich and wise and true the hearts 
That in Tau Kappa Phi 

Here pledge again, ere each departs, 
Their love for Zeta Psi. 

M R S . Κ. Μ. KING. 

Our Sovereign Zeta Psi 
Oh, for one breath of might inspiration, 

To sing thy praises, Sovereign Zeta Psi! 
Whose magic bonds bind nation unto nation, 

And fill all hearts with peace and amity, 
Honor's bright crest flames on thy bloodless shield, 
And love's devotion to thy name we yield. 
Thou writest history with a golden pen, 

And in thy past's pure mirror we discern 
An image of thy future; grant us, then, 

Forever may thy golden years return, 
And may the sharers of thy sacred name 
Preserve forever thy inviolate fame. 

Thy bonds are not a tyrant's bonds; thy chains 
Gall not the happy soul that bears them. 

Love's fetters are they, whose soft clasp detains 
In happy servitude the heart that wears them. 

When most Ave serve thee are we only free, 
For in thy bondage is our Liberty! 
Then pass from hand to hand the rosy wine. 

And drink the nectar to our radiant Queen: 
Forever may her gathering glories shine 

On years as stainless as her past has been. 
Drink, brothers! for this proud earth cannot boast 
A purer purpose in a nobler toast. 

OSCAR PELHAM EDGAR, Theta Xi '92. 
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Zeta Psi in Song and Story 
At the Diamond Jubilee 

All hail, tonight, to Zeta Psi, 
And to this happy throng 

Of brothers in Tau Kappa Phi 
Who're here three hundred strong; 

A jovia), fraternal bano, 
Gather'd from far and near, 

Of open heart and open hand, 
And loyal, never fear. 

We 've come to greet old friends and new, 
Ο ο this historic day, 

Vlen to depend on, tried and true, 
Who're "in the bonds" for aye. 

We've come, likewise, to celebrate 
And to observe with glee, 

And grateful thanks to kindly fate, 
Our Diamond Jubilee; 

For five and sev'nty years ago, 
The corner-stone was laid 

Whereon has risen, as we know, 
A superstructure staid, 

Of which we may be justly proud, 
And so, indeed, are we; 

It houses a congenial crowd, 
As "he who runs" may see. 

Let's rise and drink a toast to those 
Who laid the corner-stone, 

Their memory, till life shall close, 
Dear to us, ev'ryone. 

They builded better than they knew, 
Sommers, Skillman and Lott, 

Woodhull, Clarke and Dayton, too, 
Hill, Dutton, Carter, Mott. 

They set the pace, they led the van, 
Their purpose free from guile, 

Their goal the brotherhood of man— 
All that makes life worth while. 
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The Story of Zeta Psi 
They saw the great outstanding need, 

God's purpose understood; . 
The helping hand, honor their creed, 

Regard for others' good. 

So let's here pledge ourselves anew, 
Our creed "Tau Kappa Phi," 

T o teach it and to live it too— 
Hurrah for Zeta Psi! 

HENRY T. THOMAS, Omega '64. 

At Parting 
We Zetes have joined each heart and hand 

With a tie that brothers know; 
We've bound our lives with memory's band, 

And our hearts with friendship glow. 

We've swept our thoughts of all things drear, 
As we've quaffed to fellowship; 

Let's quaff once more with a rousing cheer 
E'er we give the farewell grip. 

The oak leaves part from the cleaving bough, 
And are scattered by winds away; 

Let's meet again somewhere, somehow, 
On a fair, not distant day. 

CHAUNCBY HAWTHORNE, Kappa '16. 

Lines to Brother Scott Truxton 
Tau 1879 

Oh! the long years passed since we were boys together 
And conned hard lessons from the prosy page— 

Nor recked how soon life's budding, April weather, 
Would change to manhood's June-December's age. 

Oh! the long years passed since we were boys together 
And spoke our piece upon the chapel's stage, 

But yet, Dear Scott, despite life's changing weather, 
The link we forged in youth, rusts not with age. 

Here's to your health,—and if—through evolution, 
We meet, perchance, upon a higher plane, 

In some slow moving circle's revolution— 
I'll toast you in the ason's dry champagne. 

THOMAS A. H. HAY, Tau '76. 
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Zeta Psi in Song and Story 
I Cannot Tell You Why 

Say) brothers, can you tell me why, 
\Vhen all around is bright 

ΑηΛ ev'ry face is joyful, I 
Should be so sad tonight? 

Gopd fellowship, good wine, good cheer, 
"fitrwcvtr Tmreh \ try, 

WiU not hold back the starting tear— 
I cannot tell you why. 

In other days, days long gone by, 
T" ho yesterday they seem, 

When life was full and hope was high 
And parting but a dream, 

Wtf often met, light-hearted, free, 
' fo pledge our Zeta Psi, 

Tonight is not as then to me— 
I cannot tell you why. 

Then other Zetes sat round the board 
.And all our hearts were gay, 

They were a genial, jovial horde, 
But they have gone away. 

Ah1· brothers, 1 can tell you why 
I'm in such sorry plight, 

Why tears unbidden dim the eye-— 
They are not here tonight. 

HENRY T. THOMAS, Omega '64. 

The Flag of Zeta Psi 
Dedicated to William A. Comstock and read at the Banquet 

in his honor, New York, January 30, 1915 
From many a campus far and near, 

Though college days be done, 
A band of Brothers gather'd here, 

With hearts that beat as one. 

We meet tonight, classmates and friends, 
No need of asking why, 

For just above our heads depends 
The Flag of Zeta Psi. 
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The Story of Zeta Psi 
And we who sit beneath its folds 

And gaze on it with pride, 
Knowing how much for us it holds 

That cannot be denied, 

Have come to pledge ourselves anew 
In bonds "Tau Kappa Phi," 

And swear again allegiance to 
The flag of Zeta Psi. 

It is "our spotless banner white," 
That sixty years and more 

Has led us in the paths of right, 
Us and those gone before. 

So let's salute it here anew, 
And pray, as time goes by, 

That Zetes to come will guard it true, 
The Flag of Zeta Psi. 

HENRY T. THOMAS, Omega '64. 

Song of the Old Guard 
Come; drink with me to Zeta Psi, 

And let us pledge once more 
Devotion to her ibanner, as 

W e pledged it oft of yore; 
Then she was all in all to us— 

Ο days of Auld Lang Syne! 
She needs our loyal service still, 

Let's plight it new with wine. 

She help'd us when we needed help, 
It surely cannot be 

That we'll ignore the debt we owe 
Our dear Fraternity. 

Though other ties and other cares 
Entice us and beset, 

Let's keep her welfare next our hearts, 
Let us be faithful yet. 

The pledge we gave long years ago 
Is just as binding still, 

Let's put our shoulders to the wheel, 
And do it with a will; 
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Zeta Psi in Song and Story 
Let's in our zeal forget our years, 

And be just boys again. 
Revive old ties and weld anew 

The links of friendship's chain. 

Then here's a health to Zeta Psi! 
And may her future be 

As prosp'rous as her past has been, 
And may the fates decree 

That brothers one and brothers all 
Shall with each other vie 

To keep her ensign to the fore— 
All hail, Tau Kappa Phi! 

HENRY T. THOMAS, Omega '64. 

A Toast to the Zetes Over There 
When the lights of the banquet are dying 

And the shadows creep into the hall, 
When the music is ebbing and sighing, 

There is something we always recall, 
Like a spirit that hovers above us, 

Suggesting a toast and a prayer, 
So here's to the comrades that love us, 

A toast to the Zetes Over There. 

We drink to their noble endeavor, 
These Brothers in Tau Kappa Phi, 

Who, as champions of Freedom Forever, 
Are fighting to conquer or die! 

Where death's massive engines have thundered 
Each Brother is giving his share, 

Our gallant One Thousand Four Hundred— 
Our Brothers, the Zetes Over There! 

Ah, well has our host shown to others 
How Courage may battle with Might, 

Like our deathless Canadian Brothers 
Who gave up their all for the Right! 

Their spirits rose high when they perished, 
And in fancy we see them float by, 

As we see Charlie Moss, whom we cherished, 
Looking down on this feast from on high. 

[687] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
They answered the call. I t is written, 

More may not be written nor sung! 
Some in the red tempest were smitten 

And withered, too brave and too young; 
But whether the green sods caress them, 

Or the blue skies are smiling and fair, 
W e drink to our Brothers, God bless them, 

A toast to the Zetes Over There. 

FRED A. GRASMUCK, Phi '03 

Finale 
Ended is the singer's fancy, from the realm of the ideal, 
Lo! again the present summons as with battle's startling peal. 

Sweet the dreams of youth, but sweeter is a manhood's deep delight, 
When it dares and suffers nobly in each battle for the right. 

Ours the call and ours the conflict—on each field be ours the gain— 
Strength upbuilt by earnest living, conquest won through sharpest pain. 

There our standard waves us onward to the warrior's renown, 
God and conscience crown the faithful with no fading laurel crown. 

Brothers: by each aspiration kindled where our altar burns, 
Let us prove our manhood noble, as the present thus returns. 

Let these passing joys refresh us for the coming battle blaze, 
Fighting as we fought together in the dear old college days. 

Then again our votive trophies at thy feet shall glorious lie, 
Then again our songs shall hail thee, loved and honored Zeta Psi! 

W M . R A N K I N DURYEE, Delta '56. 
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CHAPTER L 

Past Phi Alphas and Some Others 

SINCE the tree is known by its fruits, it stands to rca* 
son that the Fraternity should be judged fay the men 

whom it turns out. The chapter of this book which should 
therefore, be the longest and the most comprehensive is 
that which attempts to set forth the achievements of those 
Zetes who have served the Fraternity well and who have 
also served with fidelity and distinction their city, their 
state, or their nation. Nevertheless, this chapter must, 
perforce, be the shortest in the volume. T o treat ade
quately of the achievements of Zeta Psi Elders would 
require several volumes the size of this one; to attempt 
to choose only a few from among the names of distin
guished Zetes and to give their records, presents an 
embarrassing situation with which the authors are frankly 
unable to cope. That which does appear in this chapter, 
therefore, is but meagre reference to some of the Phi 
Alphas, and for the rest, only bare lists of names. These 
names it should become the part of undergraduates to 
make vital and interesting; neophytes should learn at 
least something of the accomplishments of those Elders 
of their own chapter who are most worthy of remem
brance. It should be the part of formal chapter meetings 
to present something each week regarding an outstanding 
figure of the Chapter or of the Fraternity at large. A 
recrudescence of the old time "literary exercises" might 
well serve if only die essays could deal with the life and 
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work of distinguished Zetes whom the neophyte is sup
posed to emulate. 

Those whom the Fraternity particularly delights to 
honor are the ones whom it has raised to the highest office 
in the gift of the Grand Chapter. Comparisons are 
odious, and yet it may be safely affirmed that no other 
fraternity in the country can boast a finer or more dis
tinguished list of names than those which appear in the 
appendix to this volume as having guided the fortunes 
of the Fraternity from the dignified chair of the Phi 
Alpha. 

Of those who first served the Fraternity as Phi Alpha, 
Brothers Woodhull (twice), Sommers, and Rousse, suffi
cient has been said. Of the seventy who have followed 
after these to make up the total of seventy-three, only a 
word may be said regarding those who have stood out 
most prominently either in Fraternity affairs or in public 
life. 

George Ludovic Bennett, Rho '54 (1857-58), was a 
corporation lawyer of New York, an author and contrib
utor to the public press on political, historical, and legal 
subjects. He was the founder of the Rho Chapter. 

Livingston Satterlee, Epsilon '58, rendered notable 
service in the Civil War and was brevetted brigadier 
general. 

Henry Theodore Thomas, Omega '64, shares with 
Brother George S. Woodhull, Phi '48, the honor of 
serving the Fraternity twice as its highest officer. This 
volume is full of references to Brother Thomas, who is 
familiarly known as "the grand old man of the Frater
nity." H e was one of the founders of the Omega Chap
ter, and when his chapter died he distributed over the 
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Fraternity as a whole the wealth of affection which he 
might otherwise have lavished upon st single group. Of 
him it may be said, as it was once said of a youth who 
accepted with almost undue eagerness a bid from the Xi 
Chapter, "if you pricked him he would bleed Zeta Pit 
monograms," This volume bears evidence on more than 
one page of the zeal and devotion which Brother Thomas 
has lavished upon Zeta Psi. 

Samuel Marsh, Phi '67, was a lawyer by profession 
and a newspaper publisher on the side. The Fraternity 
owes him an especial debt of gratitude for his financing 
of the second Fraternity catalogue. He advanced what 
was then a large sum in an effort to see the Fraternity out 
of a financial difficulty that was becoming embarrassing. 
Be it said to the shame of the Fraternity, he was never 
able to collect in full the indebtedness which was owing 
him, and finally made a present of a large part of the 
money to the Grand Chapter by cancelling the obligation 
in full. The history of this entire transaction in the 
archives furnishes interesting reading. 

Satterlee Arnold, the twenty-third Phi Alpha of the 
Fraternity, was known as the founder and first initiate 
of the Pi Chapter at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. 
He was a cousin of Livingston Satterlee, Epsilon '§8, the 
ninth Phi Alpha. John Meigs, Tau 'ji, who became the 
twenty-fourth Phi Alpha of the Fraternity, is best known 
as the great headmaster of The Hill School at Pottstown, 
Pennsylvania. 

The man who stands out head and shoulders above all 
the Phi Alphas of the middle period of the Fraternity's 
history is William Lyman Otis, the twenty-fifth incum
bent, who was initiated at Rensselaer with the Class of 
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1874, but completed his course at the University of Michi
gan. Now that the Pi Chapter is dead the Xi claims 
Billy Otis for its own, and well it may, for he was not 
only a loyal Michigan man but also the greatest Zete of 
his time. His service to the Fraternity began with his 
attendance upon a Grand Chapter meeting while he was 
still an undergraduate. He was first appointed Alpha Phi 
Alpha and then was elected Alpha Sigma Alpha for two 
years. In 1874 he was appointed Gamma Alpha; in '75, 
Sigma Alpha; in '76, was acting Phi Alpha; and finally 
was elected to the position for the next year, 1877. 
Again in 1880 he was acting Phi Alpha, and in that same 
year was elected Gamma Alpha. He was a member of 
the committee which published the Fraternity catalogue 
of 1874, and was one of the leading figures in the found
ing of the chapters at Syracuse and the University of 
Toronto. His untimely death in 1881 constituted one of 
the severest losses which the Fraternity had been called 
upon to endure since the death of the founders. 

The twenty-seventh Phi Alpha, Andrew Kirkpatrick, 
Delta '63, was a man of unusual prominence. H e was 
presiding judge of the Essex County Court of Common 
Pleas and finally, in 1896, was appointed judge of the 
United States District Court of New Jersey, a position 
which he filled with distinguished ability. He was an 
ardent Zete, serving the Fraternity as Sigma Alpha and 
Alpha Phi Alpha before his election to the position of 
Phi Alpha. 

In the 1880's there was a long list of Phi Alphas who 
stood out with singular prominence in the history of the 
Fraternity. Albert Horatio Gallatin, Phi '59, was the 
dominating figure in the early part of this decade. He 
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was a graduate in medicine, had studied law, had studied 
theology· and had spent a year abroad in the special study 
of analytical chemistry. He was a contributor to the 
magazines on subjects having to do with both science and 
philosophy, and served with distinction as professor of 
analytical chemistry at New York University, He was 
succeeded in 1882 by Augustus Van Wyck, Upstlon '64, 
probably the most outstanding Elder of the tJpsiion 
Chapter. Max Schwerin, Jr., Theta '70, was a loyal Zete, 
interested in the founding of the New York Zeta Psi 
Club, and is remembered as having worn upon his breast 
the badge of Zeta Psi that was the relic of "Chatta
nooga's bloody field." Liberty Emery Holden, Chi '5J, 
was the owner and editor of the Cleveland Plain Dealer 
and founder of the Xi Chapter. George S. Duryee, Delta 
'72, was one of a remarkable family of Zetes, of whom no 
fewer than eight have been members of the Delta Chap
ter. Charles Allen Sumner, Zeta '$4, was elected to Con
gress from California, but is known chiefly to Zeta Psi 
as the father of the Iota Chapter. 

The thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth Phi Alphas stand up 
like giants in the latter part of the "Eighties." So much 
has been said about both in other parts of this volume that 
their names need be only mentioned now. Israel Coriell 
Pierson, Phi '65, served as Phi Alpha in 1887 and was 
followed in 1888 by Charles Brown Everson, Psi '78. 
This splendid pair served the Fraternity no less ably out 
of office than when they were in office. The culmination 
of their service certainly did not come with their occu
pancy of the chair of the Phi Alpha, for they continued 
behind the scenes to serve indefatigably, and for years 
wielded an immense influence. There were those of their 
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time who thought that their power was too great, and 
that it overshadowed the efforts of others who would 
gladly have done much for Zeta Psi had the opportunity 
presented itself. The fact is, however, that Pierson and 
Everson did the work; and it is to be doubted if any 
other two men could have done it so well or with such 
splendid unselfishness. 

Francis Lawton, Epsilon '6g, served the Fraternity as 
the thirty-eighth Phi Alpha in 189.1. He composed the 
song "The Badge of Zeta Psi," a sufficient claim to fame 
in any record such as this. 

The second Phi Alpha ever to be elected from the 
Sigma Chapter was William Piatt Pepper, '57, who 
served in 1892. His is one of the most brilliant names in 
Philadelphia and especially in the life and councils of the 
University of Pennsylvania. No fewer than twelve of his 
distinguished family followed him into the Sigma Chap
ter, all remarkable men, great lawyers, great doctors, a 
university president, and a United States Senator. 

Following Brother Pepper nearly every man who has 
served as Phi Alpha is an outstanding figure in his own 
right through his accomplishment in the world, or de
serves at the hands of a grateful Fraternity some special 
recognition for devoted love poured out or devoted labor 
willingly performed. Henry Walker, Rho '55, was a 
gentleman of the old school. He served in the Civil 
War, attaining the rank of colonel, and became leader in 
Boston of the Massachusetts bar. J. Howard Ford, Psi 
'77, was throughout his life one of the good angels of the 
Cornell Chapter. Edmund James Bristol, Theta Xi '83, 
was the first member of a Canadian chapter to direct the 
fortunes of the Fraternity, and a better representative 
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could not have been chosen. He served as a member of 
Parliament. Francis Le Roy Sattertee, PM yb$, and 
Francis Suydam Kecsc, Belts '62, were men of distin
guished appearance and commanding prestige. Fred 
Raymond Drake, Tau '86, is one of the most loyal and 
devoted Zetes who ever lived. The Tau Chapter owes 
him a debt which it can never repay, and the general 
Fraternity is grateful that his interest has for many years 
extended beyond the bounds of Easton. The first mem
ber of Alpha Psi to serve as Phi Alpha was Kenneth 
Cameron, '87, courtly, Chesterfieldian, able. 

The twentieth century was ably inducted by a man to 
whom the Fraternity owes much because he has given 
much. The forty-seventh Phi Alpha, who served in 
ϊ 900, was Gustavus Rcmak, Jr., Sigma '8J. Fie was fol
lowed in 1901 by one of the half-dozen outstanding men 
in the entire history of Zeta Psi, William Henry Mc* 
Elroy, Theta "60. Famed as poet, journalist, aftcr*dinner 
speaker, and loyal Zete, his name will be forever remem
bered in our annals as one who loved Zeta Psi, and lived 
for her even as he loved her. In 1902 John Francis 
Greene, Epsilon 'gi, took office, a delightful man who 
later served the Fraternity as trustee. As professor in 
Brown University, he has for years borne toward the 
Epsilon Chapter a relationship very like that of Fred 
Drake to the Tau. 

As it is impossible to think of the beginnings of Zeta 
Psi without thinking of Brother Sommers, so it is im
possible to think of the Beta without immediately bring
ing to mind Richard T. W. Duke, Jr., Beta '74. The Beta 
claimed his immediate love and loyalty, but the Fra
ternity as a whole discovered in him a devoted brother 
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and a loyal servant. The banquet halls of Zeta Psi 
have resounded to many flows of eloquence, but Brother 
Duke has had no peer as an orator—unless, perchance, 
it be Ellis Ames Ballard, Sigma '81. 

The fifty-first Phi Alpha (1904) was Charles Hial 
Darling, Kappa '84, TL man outstanding in the law and 
politics of his native state, Vermont. He was followed 
by William T. Cobb, Lambda 'yj, able governor of 
Maine. In 1907 Thomas A. H. Hay, Tau '76, took the 
chair and left behind him a name fragrant with happy 
memories—for the man was lovable and his service was 
unique. The two succeeding Phi Alphas, William Alfred 
Comstock, Xi 'gg, and Charles Alexander Moss, Theta 
Xi 'gq, need no word here, as other portions of this vol
ume will amply testify. In 1910 the Iota contributed one 
of her sons in the person of William Benson Storey, '81, 
a well-known civil engineer. There followed the first 
representative of the Eta, one of the most able men and 
most prominent Zetes in his generation. Thomas Ives 
Chatfield, Eta 'gs, who, at the time of his early death, 
was United States District judge, was always a loyal 
Zete and a faithful servant of his fraternity. 

And what shall be said of those who follow, all of 
whom except one are still living; all of whom stand out 
notably because of the character of their service, because 
of the character of their lives as men, and because of 
their never failing interest that was first kindled "when 
this old pin was new"? John Howard Raven, Delta 'gi, 
was the fifty-eighth Phi Alpha and served in 1912. He 
was followed by Lyman Abbott Cousens, Lambda '02, 
who has for years been the first friend of his chapter. 
George Woodbury Bunnell, Iota 'g$f and Howard Den-
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nison Briggs, Epsilon '02, are men of a type which any 
chapter would be glad to claim. In 1916 the Fraternity 
turned away from the habit of the preceding half-dozen 
years and elected an older man in the person of J. Som-
ers Smith, Sigma '8γ, to whom the Pennsylvania Chap
ter points with pride as one of her most distinguished 
graduates. In 1917 came Robert B. Austin, Chi gg, 
worthy son of Colby and of Maine; in 1918 Herbert P. 
Carrow, Xi '02, worthy in all respects to uphold the dig
nity of his own chapter and to continue the tradition of 
its significant contribution to Zeta Psi. 

The sixty-fifth Phi Alpha, elected in 1919, was Ellis 
Ames Ballard, Sigma '81. As in the case of Brother 
Comstock, the achievements of this tireless Zete are so 
distributed through this volume as to make necessary 
only the briefest mention here. When Brother Ballard 
opened up his pocketbook to Zeta Psi, it was that he 
might give much; when he opened up his heart, it was 
that he might give all. Devoted son of the Sigma, bril
liant Philadelphia lawyer, sterling and loyal friend, 
always thinking and planning for Zeta Psi, he stands 
shoulder to shoulder with Pierson and Everson and Com-
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stock as one who deserves the crown immortal of his 

fraternity. 

The sixty-sixth Phi Alpha, Cecil Dudley Gregg, Psi 
'go, served the Fraternity in 1920. A prominent business 
man of St. Louis, he brought to the service of his frater
nity an unusual degree of business acumen and of real 
devotion. He was a man of most attractive personality, 
and his untimely death in 1925 brought to his many 
friends a sense of marked loss. He was succeeded in 192,1 
by James Boyd, Phi '82, than whom there are few more 
consistently loyal and hard-working Zetes. He is one of 
the half-dozen men now in the Fraternity who is wholly 
qualified to step into the office of Delta Alpha and serve 
there with distinction, for his mind is filled with the his
tory of Zeta Psi; anecdote and incident crowd to his lips, 
and the younger members of the Fraternity can do no 
better than to sit at his feet and learn. 

In 1922 Walter H . Belcher, Kappa 'go, tore himself 
away from his exacting duties as president of the Walter 
L. Lowney Company to give liberally of his time and 
his genius to the direction of Fraternity affairs. 

A Chicago lawyer, Follett W. Bull, Xi 'gi, succeeded 
him and gladdened the hearts of his many friends in the 
Middle West by the admirable character of his adminis
tration. He was succeeded in 1924 by Charles H. Ket-
cham, Alpha 'go, former trustee and always loyal worker 
for Zeta Psi. In 1925 the Fraternity went to the Pacific 
Coast for its Phi Alpha and drafted into service John 
W. Procter, Iota '98. John Procter's winsome personality 
and devoted loyalty were markedly in evidence through
out the year of his administration, and his service in the 
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establishment of the two new chapters on the Pacific 
Coast was invaluable. 

The brother who was elected Phi Alpha in 1926 at 
the convention at Spring Lake is one of the outstanding 
figures in the entire field of medicine. Zeta Psi is proud 
to claim Dr. Campbell Howard, Alpha Psi 'gy, as her 
own. After brilliant service at Johns Hopkins, where he 
was assistant to the late Sir William Osier, he served in 
the school of medicine at McGill, later accepting the pro
fessorship of medicine in the University of Iowa, and 
finally returned to McGill as dean of the medical faculty. 
Brother Howard was succeeded in 1927 by Charles W . 
Stratton, Xi '93, the son of Robert F. Stratton, Chi '55. 
The blood that flows in Stratton's veins is clear strain 
Zeta Psi. He possesses all the common sense of a country 
lawyer and all the savoir-faire of an urban clubman. 

The record of Brother Stratton's successor is unique. 
From the time when Brother Wendell P. McKown, 
Lambda 'g8, entered Zeta Psi at Bowdoin, he has devoted 
much of his time and energy to the Fraternity. Asso
ciated with a brother Zete in the practice of the law, he 
has rendered great service as the legal adviser of the 
Fraternity; his only son, Wendell, Jr., followed in his 
footsteps and became a Zete at Bowdoin in the class of 
'29; when the Lambda needed a new chapter house, it 
was Brother McKown who, as chairman of the finance 
committee, was most active in raising the funds. Finally, 
as Phi Alpha, he practically took a year's leave of absence 
from his practice and visited every chapter of the Fra
ternity from North Carolina to Maine, and from New 
York to Vancouver. With his indefatigable energy, his 

[699] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
kindly humor, and his charm as a speaker, he rendered 
Zeta Psi an invaluable service. 

The seventy-fifth Phi Alpha, Brother Ruford Franklin, 
Alpha '86, possessed a no less illustrious record of service. 
In college he was the Phi of his Chapter; later he be
came editor of "The Zeta Psi Monthly" (the grandsire 
of the Circle). Some of his many other outstanding con
tributions include his service as one of the founders of 
the original Zeta Psi Club and a charter member of the 
present Club; the founder and first president of the 
Alumni Association of the Alpha Chapter, and Alpha 
Phi Alpha (i890-1891). Like his predecessor he, too, 
contributed a son to Zeta Psi—Brother Ruford D. Frank
lin, Alpha ' 16. His illustrious record as a lawyer and a 
loyal Zete was brought to a fitting climax by his occupy
ing the highest office which the Fraternity can bestow. 

The past three Phi Alphas had been lawyers; the next 
was an engineer. Brother John V. N. Dorr, Delta 'Q4, 
began his career as laboratory boy to Thomas A. Edison, 
an inspiration which he was never to forget. Matriculat
ing at Rutgers, he laid the foundations for his future 
career, the brilliance of which was recognized when his 
own college conferred upon him in 1927 the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Science; three years later he was 
recipient of the James Douglas Medal for distinguished 
achievement in non-ferrous metallurgy. As president of 
the Dorr Company he is looked upon as one of the fore
most mining engineers in the country. Zeta Psi is proud 
of his record as a scientist, a man, and a Zete. It was 
during his incumbency that definite steps were taken in 
the Revitalization program, and his interest played a 

[700] 



Past Phi Alphas and Some Others 
large part in the establishment of the Regional Office tn 

In 1931 the Grand Chapter elected to the highest 
office a man who had served for years as one of the 
mainstays of the Fraternity on the Pacific Comet. Brother 
Bert J. Bradner, Xi *p8, for many years a resident of 
Los Angeles and a distinguished member of the Cali
fornia Bar, ts a fine example of the loyalty and devotion 
which the Fraternity can instill. No more enthusiastic 
Zete ever wore a badge. He was one of the men most 
responsible for the founding of the Sigma Zete Chapter, 
and his office has always been known as the "Zeta Psi 
Club of Los Angeles." It will be Brother Bradner who, 
in his inimitable way, will preside at the Convention in 
his home town in 1932, preliminary to the Olympic 
Games. 

With him the long list of seventy-eight comes to an 
end—but only so far as this volume is concerned. Nor 
would the account be complete without mention of the 
sterling services of Brother H . Austin Tuttle, Kappa 'QI, 
who for two years has served as Alpha Phi Alpha, pre
siding over meetings of the Board of Trustees, and in 
general acting as Phi Alpha when Brother Bradner was 
unable to be in the East. Brother Tuttle, as an educator, 
has for years been prominent in secondary school work 
and has always been a loyal and devoted Zete who, it has 
been said, is responsible for the affiliation of more men 
with Zeta Psi than any other one member of the Frater
nity. May the list go on indefinitely, and may those who 
follow after rank with those who have preceded in char
acter, attractiveness of personality, and consecration to 
the Fraternity. 
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When one finishes this formal list of those who have 

served as Phi Alpha and attempts in a cursory manner 
to touch upon the names of those who in many fields of 
endeavor have brought honor to Zeta Psi, he finds him
self confronting a well nigh impossible task. Zeta Psi 
has never given to the country a President of the United 
States, but she has had her own list of Cabinet officers, 
members of Congress, federal and state jurists, college 
presidents and professors, clergymen, authors, and men 
prominent in all the varied fields of business. In a book 
as brief and discursive as this and in a chapter as restricted 
as the present one, the writers hardly know whether to 
give space to the statesmanship of a Dingley or to the 
clever authorship of Zo Elliott and Stoddard King, who 
were responsible for the song which millions of soldiers 
sang "over there"—The Long, Long Trail, a bit of in
spired sentimentality which literally helped to win the 
war. Shall one magnify the distinguished position of a 
John Garibaldi Sargent, attorney general of the United 
States, or cite the genius of a George Patullo, who amuses 
his millions of readers through the pages of the Saturday 
Evening Postt Shall we stand somewhat oppressed be
side the distinguished Senator Pepper or Provost Harri
son of the Sigma, or shall we laugh with Stephen Leacock 
of the Theta Xi? We would fain remember Governor 
Budd of California and Governor Cobb of Maine, but 
should we forget John McCrae and "Flanders Fields," 
and Charlie Field with his Sunset lucubrations? One does 
not know whether to include "Red" Grange, Alpha Epsi-
lon '26, or exclude Representative Charles M. Stedman, 
Upsihn '61, at one time the oldest member of Congress. 
A formal list relegated to a pamphlet, soon to be 
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published, alone can serve our purpose with any faith-
fulness or shadow of justification. This chapter may well 
close with no play of trumpets nor with a single boastful 
utterance. It shall end with hut a simple incident, an 
incident great because simple, and memorable because it 
breathes the very spirit of Tau Kappa. Phi» 

Some years ago the Grand Array of the Republic was 
holding a gathering at Montpelier, Vermont. On the 
night of the affair, Brother John G. Sargent, Kapfa 'Sj, 
now attorney general, was sitting in the lobby of the Pa
vilion Hotel in conversation with a friend, when about 
midnight two veterans, grey and bent with age, entered 
the hostelry and asked for a room. They had evidently 
had little experience with hotels and expected to get a 
room any time of the day or night and were astonished 
to find that none was available. 

As the two old men, weary from their exertions of the 
day, started to leave the building, Brother Sargent, who 
had overheard the conversation, arose and taking them 
each by an arm told them to come with him. Leading 
them upstairs to his own quarters, a large room with 
double-bed and bath, he said, "This is your room; good 
night." He then walked down stairs, got his coat, and 
going into the dining room rolled the coat into a pillow, 
stretched out on the floor and went to sleep. 

A friend who heard of the story later asked Brother 
Sargent about it, hut he dismissed it lightly. "I knew 
that I would have a bed long after those old fellows had 
gone. It didn't do me a bit of harm to sleep on the 
floor." 
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CHAPTER LI 

Retrospect and Prospect 

I N T H E midst of political, business, social, and moral 
upheavals caused by the World War, the colleges 

have been conspicuous sufferers. Increased costs and the 
shrinking of the dollar have made even the wealthiest 
institutions feel the pinch of poverty, and "drives" for 
millions for endowments have resulted. The curricula of 
the last century have, moreover, undergone sharp and 
sudden changes. Latin is drawing its last gasp as an 
entrance requirement; and the humanities are fighting 
with back to the wall for their very existence. Reorgan
ization is in the air; and a new educational day (whether 
one of storm or of sunshine remains to be seen) is at 
hand. Efficiency is the new shibboleth, and ratson d'etre 
is the new password. 

Where, in the new order, is the college fraternity to 
stand? Its marriage ties to the college are forged by time 
and custom, and there can be no divorce. When the col
lege suSers, the fraternity suffers; when the college un
dergoes pangs of readjustment to new conditions, the 
fraternity experiences the same throes. Inseparably 
bound, the two must inseparably live; and if they are to 
live in harmony, then too must the fraternity gird itself 
for a new day, and present an undaunted mind and an 
optimistic countenance to new and constantly changing 
conditions. 

The college fraternity in general must, then, face re-
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organization, not only outward tot abo inward. The new 
times demand a new spirit, a changed soaL Old reasons 
for existence mast give way to new and, perforce, better 
ones; for the colleges, already prostrate before tbe 
modern fetish of utilitarianism, will be impatient of all 
that hinders or retards the new worship. It become», 
therefore, the first duty of the fraternities to undertake 
some earnest soul-searching; to inquire into their real 
reason for being; to discover anew their real mission « 
appanages of the college; and to ask in humble «pint 
how well or how ill they are fulfilling their misdkm. The 
particular college fraternity that meets most promptly and 
most fully this self-inquisition will most safely weather 
all storms of critical assault. Zeta Psi has been second to 
none in undertaking this task; she has been no laggard tn 
facing resolutely and bravely the truth of things as they 
are; she has been among the first to profit by readjust
ment to new conditions. In the belief that Zeta Vju mil 
continue to meet new issues in a new and purposeful 
spirit, and reap the reward that is sure to come to any fra
ternity so doing, the following suggestions are here set 
forth. 

In the first place it should be frankly admitted that 
fraternities have in some institutions of learning been not 
college assets but college liabilities. They have been no 
aid to college spirit in the best sense, but college prob
lems, vexatious alike to the faculties and the non-f rater» 
nity undergraduate body. They have been too often 
smug, self-satisfied organizations, selfish in their spirit 
and narrow in their interests. They have been "an un
natural protuberance that has drawn the juices from the 
rest of the body." As such they have naturally and justly 
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been objects of frank criticism and fierce denuneiatiott. In 
colleges where such a spirit against the fraternities has 
been manifested, the opposition must be recognized and 
taken into account. It must be recognized, not in a spirit 
of heated anger that brooks no opposition, but in a spirit 
of careful analysis that seeks to sift the chaff of destruc
tive from the wheat of constructive criticism; that seeks 
to burn the chaff and use the wheat. That fraternity is 
going to justify itself in its own eyes, and in the eyes of 
the college and the world, which unhesitatingly adopts 
such a line of conduct. Only such a fraternity is going to 
enter upon a period of marked prosperity in the days that 
lie ahead. The primary problem for Zeta Psi is, there
fore, this: is she willing to submit herself to self-investi
gation in a humble search for the truth that shall make 
her free? Is she willing to undergo a kind of moral 
clinic? And when her ills are diagnosed, whatever they 
may be, is she willing to undergo the course of treatment 
that shall "purge her to a pristine health?" It is to be as
sumed that she is willing and ready to meet the ordeal. 

Let us, then, see what our inquiry must first develop. 
It has already been said that the new spirit in the colleges 
demands a raison d'etre—a reason for existence; and 
according to that standard a thing is justified solely by its 
product, "By their fruits ye shall know them." There 
is a new and remorseless application of this old truth in 
present-day judgments. This is essentially a utilitarian 
age, in which efficiency is worshiped. It is not sufficient in 
these days of keen competition that a tree bear good 
fruit; if it is going to compete in the markets of the 
world it must bear the best. It is not sufficient in these 
days that a machine do reasonably well the work for 
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which it was installed upon the factory floor; k awist do· 
its work superlatively well to justify the space it camber*. 
And this truth is no less applicable to fraternities than to 
fruit and factories. Zeta Psi must be content to kme, 
judgment passed, not on her methods, aims, or purpose 
as set forth itf oath and constitution, but «he must rest 
content in any community to have judgment passed upon 
her product—the kind of men she turns out. Parents are 
not going to want their sons passed into the fraternity 
and passed out at the end of the course with less of the 
gentlemanly, less of the manly in them; no college fac
ulty wants to see naturally studious freshmen fed into 
the fraternity hopper and ground out at the end of the 
course intellectually flabby—determined to do as little 
work as will just satisfy the requirements, and bound to 
have as much fun as will be permitted. This fundamental 
fact must be recognized by the fraternity at the very out
set. If Zeta Psi were everywhere to recognise k, there 
would be none of her chapters where competition for the 
best men would present any difficulties. College faculties, 
no longer the opponents but the allies of the fraternity, 
would counsel the joining of Zeta Psi when it was demon
strated that the good student became a better under the 
fraternity influence; when it was shown that a man grew 
in manly gentility under the fraternity's strong and high-
minded guidance. This truth is so obvious that the won
der is the fraternity has not sooner recognized and made 
use of it. 

The ambition for Zeta Psi should be, then, that in these 
days of the twentieth century she may face the future 
definitely committed to the broadest possible outlook; 
prepared to tear down where that course is necessary, and 
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to rebuild on deeper foundation» where these am be laid. 
To that end there are four very definite things for which 
Zeta Psi should stand, and stand unitedly from the Chi 
on the Atlantic to the Iota on the Pacific. The attitude of 
Zeta Psi toward these four things will determine very 
largely her position in the years to come. The four fun
damental principles to which she must indubitably tie are; 
( ι ) Emphasis on, and an earnest fostering of, high stand
ards of scholarship; (2) maintenance of, and sym
pathy with, highest college ideals in the matter of social 
life; (3) a fostering of moral stability in the individual 
members and in the fraternity as a whole; (4) a spirit of 
progressive growth, to be found in a reasonable anticipa
tion of the demands of public opinion. 

(1.) Ideals of Scholarship. During the writer's resi
dence at the University of Michigan (1892-96), the roll 
of the Xi Chapter numbered about twenty men—some
times more, sometimes fewer; and, on the whole, the 
membership was fairly cosmopolitan. Not all of the men 
smoked, not all drank, not all gambled, not all were 
profane, not all indulged in other and more promiscuous 
lapses from "order and decorum." This was as it should 
be; certainly the Chapter could never have survived if 
all had embraced the pet faults and besetting sins of the 
few. What was not as it should be was that not all 
studied. A group of college men can survive as an organ
ized fraternity unit with a few of its members failing 
to meet the moral ideals of the many; but it cannot sur
vive long and maintain its prestige when it is not a unit 
in doing, despite all else, the thing for which ostensibly 
aE matriculated. The most fatal bit of sophistry cher
ished by our undergraduate bodies today is, that one goes 
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to college to be educated, by "college life" tail ar t by cut 
lege curricula taught by college professors» W©»4row 
Wilson once put it tnore baldly when, as president of 
Princeton, he said in ef ^ ^ A$ mi mi mm of cot 
lege mas to study from ^gokSm ^ ^ byproducts of 
college could be £ot elsewhere; oolj thh cwJd be bad 
at college as nowhere e i s e . Many will raise voice* of pro
test, and affirm they m m o r e mt 0f «college life" md 
college associations th.an ever they did out of the comco-
lum. Such statements are all too true; but they are 
true only because s^ch eloquent affirraers got nothing 
from the curriculum, md their "more" means the pitiable 
all they brought away from their college experience. Ho 
one can get anything o u t 0f the curriculum who brings 
nothing to it—not ^ven the willing (though passive) 
mind; not even the kzat (though sluggish) spirit, And 
so it seems the great American paradox that hundreds 
of millions of dollar^ should be lavished on huge educa
tional endowments, and that so few mm go to college to 
put this tremendous capital outlay to the vital uses for 
which it was established. Up to the colleges lock our 
American youths by the thousands in their annual autumn 
migration; they nest awhile in the genial and leafy ex
uberance of freshman freedom; and are straightway 
nipped by the chill winter winds of mid-year failure*, with 
never an academic feather to cover their shivering skins. 
Some suSer immediate academic decease; a few are 
nursed on into the spring, but they remain intellectual 
fledglings, and soon flutter out into the world without any 
of the things accom.piished for which they left home. 
This is the pathetic tragicomedy yearly enacted for the 
laughter of the faculty gods; and yet, with that laughter 
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ringing in their ears, our college men will not, as a whole, 
learn the simple axiom that they go to college to study. 

Why should they study? The answer is obvious for 
the individual: to multiply the chances of success in life. 
As regards the Fraternity, another reason is clear and 
plain. Members of the Fraternity should study because, 
if they refuse to do so, they cannot stay in college; and 
if they can't stay in college, the Fraternity membership 
is decimated, its reputation is tarnished, its prosperity is 
threatened. This is no superlatively high ground to take 
in an appeal of this kind; but it is to be noticed that some 
brothers who were not ambitious for themselves were at 
least eager to have Zeta Psi occupy a preeminent place in 
the colleges where it is represented. 

Let us take a case in point. In 1891 the Xi Chapter 
numbered seven men, Prospects were not bright. The 
reason was evident. While there had been for several 
years past a sufficient number of men of desirable per
sonal and social qualities initiated, more than fifty per 
cent of these had been dropping out of college during 
freshman and sophomore years. When, therefore, ex
perience and strength were needed in upperclassmen to 
supply the necessary fraternity poise and dignity, the 
upperclassmen were a negligible quantity. Of a number 
of successive classes beginning with the early "Nineties," 
the following is the record; 

Class of 1892. Initiates 4, graduates 2. 
Glass of 1893. Initiates 7, graduates 5. 
(Two of these, however, were graduated 
from the professional schools after drop
ping out of their regular academic classes,) 
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Class of 1894. Mti*t» 6» graiiaa» 2. 
Class of 189-5· Initiates 9, grai»»» o. 
Class of 1896. Initiates 4, graduate 3, 
Chm of 1897. Initiates 11, grohtttes 4, 
Class of 1898. Initiates 6, graduates t. 
Class of 1899. Initiates 7, graduates 3, 

Here is the pathetic record of nearly a decade; a record 
of shameful failure, of misapplied purposes, of thwarted 
hopes, and of disappointments later to be reaped; a rec
ord typical not only of the Xi, hat also of many another 
chapter. It is not fair to say, of course» that all the ini
tiates who failed to be graduated failed through scholas
tic deficiencies; but all too often this was the case. And 
what was the result of the record as far as the Fraternity 
went? A chapter enfeebled by depleted membership in 
an institution where competition was most keen; where it 
was always open season for freshmen, and where (to 
mix the figure) the early bird got the worm. Zeta Psi 
at Michigan never began to gain her rightful position 
among the fraternities there until study was given more 
nearly its rightful place. If her position in the frater
nity world at Michigan is now a more enviable one than 
in the "Nineties," devotion to scholarship is largely re
sponsible therefor. 

This is preaching scholarship on the most utilitarian 
of motives; not for its own sake but for the Fraternity's, 
that Zeta Psi may enjoy her meed of prosperity. Substan
tial scholarship, devotion to the prime purpose of going 
to college, is the essential element of success. Such an 
element of success was at the foundation of the Eta's 
phenomenal rise at Yale during the very period described 
at Michigan. Never did a chapter begin life under a 
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harder handicap; the Eta had to "bock" the traditions 
of years to obtain the merest foothold. Brat her early 
Initiates were men of serious purpose, devoted to schol
arship; and if any one needs proof of the fact, let him 
look at the roster of the Yale faculty of today and note 
the number of Eta men on the list who were initiated 
into Zeta Psi between 1895 and 1905. 

There are two methods of improving Zeta Psi scholar
ship ; one, to seek out initiates who are known to be men 
of studious tastes; two, to maintain within the Frater
nity a better organization for systematizing and follow
ing the work of its members, giving due encouragement 
to the weak, and a due measure of discipline to the indif
ferent. The work of the Central Office has already borne 
fruit along this line, but more can be done through a more 
cordial cooperation of all the chapters. It is simply im
possible that the Fraternity should prosper on any other 
basis, since only on such a basts can membership be main
tained, and the counsel and guidance of a wise body of 
upperclassmen be assured. 

(2.) Sodal ideals. Scholarship has been put first as 
the one thing needful to our continued growth and pros
perity. The normal college fraternity of today (no mat
ter what is affirmed in its constitution) is, however, 
primarily a social organization. But before a man is a 
fraternity brother he is a college man; and presumably 
his first purpose in going to college was a college rather 
than a fraternity purpose. The social motive looms large, 
however, and it is proper that it should do so. All men 
have a right to ask that their social natures be ministered 
to; and while absent from home they may justly strive to 
replace the home atmosphere and home comforts with 
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those that may be supplied by the fmternlty hcmm tod 
fraternity associations, Mea tore a right, also» to 'expect 
that the fine flower of their youthful friendship shall be 
permitted to unfold in the warmth and light of a closer 
brotherhood than can he maintained by merely carnal 
association. The college fraternity am be justified as m 
merely social organization, filling a fine and high place 
in the life of every one of its member». But even a social 
organisation cannot hope, in these days, to be judged by 
another standard than that of efficiency. Zeta Pa most 
justify her existence by the quality of her contribution to 
world-progress. She contributes to world progress only 
as she turns out men stronger and better and more manly 
than when she took them in. The Fraternity must, there
fore, ask, "What effect on initiates is produced by the 
quality of the social life I am supplying? Is it helpful, 
stimulating, and steady? Is it recreative or destructive? 
Is it favorable to the brother's best growth, or does it 
tend to intellectual and spiritual stagnation? 

Now the social life of fraternities has undergone a 
marked change since the early days of Greek letter so
cieties. Many of them were in their inception literary 
and debating societies, and the social element was inci
dental. We wonder, in these modern days of hectic 
college life, how our fathers and grandfathers could 
have gained any real satisfaction from fraternities so 
cumbered with literary traditions as some of them were. 
There came a marked reaction in the third quarter of the 
last century. The social element leaped into the fore
ground; and drunken Silenus defiled the shrines of Min
erva and Phoebus, Perhaps the disciple of Bacchus has 
continued for too long a time in possession of the fealty 
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of his worshipers; but the past few years have seen a 
marked reaction against his rites. The social life of the 
college today is less dependent on stimuknts, and more 
susceptible to stimuli than was the case a few years ago. 

Around what fane will the social life of the Fraternity 
center? Around what may it most profitably center? The 
answer would seem to be simple: around the interests of 
the college, and the general interests of the youth; around 
the interests of the Fraternity and of its members. And 
it is here that there must be stressed one point made under 
the necessity for scholarship. The initiation of more men 
of studious habits was recommended. There was in mind 
more than the mere safeguarding of fraternity life by 
effecting guarantees of a stable membership; there was 
also in mind the social contribution such men make. The 
man who has intellectual prepossessions and passions is 
the man who is interesting; the man who has a full-stored 
mind and can draw on his store at will, is he who can 
contribute vividly to eager controversy, discussion, and 
argument. He is the man who brings to social intercourse 
its greatest asset. The modern American collegian is 
the worst converser in the world on subjects of serious 
import. He can pour out a Niagara of half-baked opinion 
on college athletes and college politics; but he is mute 
when really stimulating discussion begins. This fact was 
amply attested by a letter from Oxford University 
printed some years ago in the Yale Alumni Weekly. A 
young Yale graduate had gone to Oxford for special 
study, and after the lapse of some months wrote to the 
Weekly his impressions of Oxford as contrasted with 
those of Yale, His striking comment was that at Yale 
there was no real conversation; at Oxford there was 
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plenty of it of stimulating quality and quantity. The 
American college man, he forcefully stated, was content 
to spend long afternoons and evenings discussing the 
prospects of the football or hockey season, the possibility 
of Smith's landing the secretaryship of the class, or 
Jones's being able to make twelve feet in the pole-vault. 
Go where you would about the camps, at αηψ time of day 
or night, this was the level of interest reached fay maeh 
of the conversation to be heard. The Oxford mm were 
discussing politics, religion, literature, life; and until 
some of our fraternity houses are harboring men able 
and unafraid to discuss such questions we cannot prophesy 
very happily about the character of the social life of Zeta 
Psi. Men at the age when they should be consumed by 
passions for reform and change; men living in a time 
pregnant with tremendous issues; surely such men should 
find the play of mind on mind stimulating» quickening, 
deeply moving, and profoundly interesting. 

Around such intellectual life should much of the day-
to-day social life of the chapter house center. With it as 
a daily pabulum one could almost guarantee the health of 
the rest of the Fraternity's social life. But there will be 
dangers as long as youth is so imitative of age. In some 
of our fraternity life, especially in the larger and hand
somer fraternity houses, there is evident a distinct ten
dency to ape the man of the world and his metropolitan 
club. This is especially to be feared where our chapters 
are located in or near large cities. The tendency is dan
gerous in the extreme, and should be frowned upon 
wherever met. The club life of their elders is emphati
cally not a point of imitation for college youth; nor is 
there in the spirit of our fraternity foundation anything 
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to encourage such imitation. We arc more than club, 
more than dormitory, more than cafe, more than loung
ing room. A club is a convenience; the Fraternity is a 
necessity. A club is a corporation; the Fraternity is mind 
and spirit. Within a club, a man need be only a gentle
man; within the Fraternity he must be a brother. Let us 
deplore, then, in the social life of the Fraternity, any
thing that apes the metropolitan club; and let us earnestly 
bespeak, for that reason, a cultivation of the natural, 
healthy pleasures of youth. We should have more 
healthy interfraternity rivalries on diamond, track, and 
gridiron; and chess and card leagues to promote the same 
normal spirit of competition among members not built 
on the athletic plan. In the new stimulus, felt in nearly 
all our chapters, which drives men out into college com
petitions of all kinds, there is a spirit that cannot fail to 
reflect a salutary influence upon the social life of the Fra
ternity. It takes away the smugness, the spirit of self-
satisfaction, which is the inherent curse of some of our 
chapters, and which makes the social life of such chapters 
as merry as a funeral, and as stimulating as a phonograph 
record of congressional debates. 

(3.) Moral ideals. Here is a chance to preach a ser
mon; and it will be an ideal one—that is, a short one. 
Nearly everything that might well be said on this subject 
would tend to be platitudinous and therefore ineffectual; 
we may, therefore, be content with one or two observa
tions born of experience and some thought. 

In the first place, the moral let-down caused by current 
social conditions presents an unusual situation fraught 
with, danger. The Fraternity must be on its guard to 
counteract certain insidious vices peculiar to the time, 
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many of them bora of shocking experience* ia t ie wmt 
met with insufficient moral preparation. 

In the second place, when tiroes are most, favorable, 
the responsibility of the Fraternity for the moral welfare 
of its initiates is so tremendous as to be almost depmstog 
to one who regards it after a lapse of fear». A member 
of Zeta Psi, who is himself a father, know» wmethmg 
of the sobering effect upon age ®£ *& responsibility for 
youth. The Fraternity, whose influence is crystallijted in 
the upperclassmen, usually accepts responsibility for the 
freshmen annually initiated with never a thought of the 
malleable quality of the material put into its hands; and 
then it proceeds to exercise an influence m great and far-
reaching that it can counteract any other of the college 
course. The Fraternity stands in place of home, for the 
time; in place of mother, and father, and family. The 
Fraternity is father and mother, "guide, philosopher, and 
friend," mentor, confessor, and priest I» many a boy's 
life. The collective influence of all college and university 
life is not, in many instances, comparable to that exercised 
by the Fraternity. This should be a sobering thought. 
It should steady every upperclassman to realize that he 
stands in loco parentis. Let him remember now that he 
may, in after years, have to bemoan many a wasted op
portunity to set right a freshman brother, as the ghost of 
old Marley, wandering on the wind, bewailed his lost 
privilege of doing good, 

(4.) Ideals of Progressive Growth. Zeta Psi should 
not be content merely to keep abreast of the spirit of 
public opinion; she should keep in advance of it. There 
should be the spirit of progressive growth within the 
Fraternity that anticipates the demands of the public 
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conscience before they can even be uttered. Instead of a 
grudging compliance with the just and legitimate demands 
of the public (both in and out of the college world), 
Zeta Psi should so far outstrip those demands that the 
public will be unable to criticize—that it must, instead, 
be forced into admiration and praise, even though grudg
ingly given. The old outcry against fraternities because 
they are secret societies has in large measure abated; but 
latent suspicions cannot always be lulled even by the liv
ing of an outer life blameless and above reproach. There 
should always, then, be the spirit in Zeta Psi which is 
amenable to criticism; which seizes eagerly upon criti
cism that is constructive, and seeks to make use of it in 
bettering conditions to whose need for bettering we are 
not always ourselves alive. This attitude of mind re
quires vision, restraint, and largeness of heart. Such 
virtues are not too great to demand of a fraternity as 
old as ours, and organized as ours is through an efficient 
Central Office. 

There is one other thing secured to the Fraternity by 
the course outlined above besides the lulling of criticism; 
that is the more easy securing of good men as initiates. 
In some colleges Zeta Psi is supreme, and can pick and 
choose from the flower of the student body. But in most 
colleges competition for the best men is keen. It is ob
vious, however, that wherever Zeta Psi will secure and 
maintain a reputation for being the kind of fraternity 
described, competition will fade away. There will be 
"nothing to it." Instead of being between the devil of 
faculty disapproval and the deep sea of public suspicion, 
the Fraternity will find herself in calm waters where all 
is plain sailing. She will, on the one hand, placate faculty 
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and public: she will, o» the other, attract the beet men 
wherever she raises her banner. Is not this a coownt· 
rotation devoutly to be wished, toward which Zeta Psi 
may well determine to struggle? The character or the 
ability of the average Zete has not been overstated when 
it is affirmed that he has within htm that which can bring 
this state of affairs to pass; nor has the molding power 
of our Fraternity been overstated when k is affirmed that 
she can take the flower of our college youth and fire them 
with intellectual ambition, with high social ideals, with 
moral stability, and with the spirit of progressive growth. 
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Deer brothers, now the h®mr has earn* 
When we must f-art agmn, 

Js hs»d to hand and heart to heart, 
We [arm at living chmn. 

One warmer grrnp kefo-re we pmrts 

And then to esck good-bye; 
May peace, prosperity and strength 

attend PUT Z-etti Ρ si. 





APPENDIX I 

Grand Chapter Officers 

(A) EDGAR O. ACHORM, SPA 1887» AA 1891-2-3 
(•D) WILLIAM E. ADAMS» A*A 1858 
(K) ASA AJUTOLO, ΦΑ 1858 
(I) GEORGE J . AINSWQRTH, SPA 1873 
(1) JAK&S M. ALBRRTSOH, ASA 1855 
(X) FRANK. W, ALDEN, ΑΦΑ 19*2, SA 1926, ASA 1917 
(1) ETHAN ALLBN, 2 A 1879 
(8) WILLIAM W. ALLEN, ΓΑ 1850 
Λ ) AxtBJtBW M, A&CVIARIOS, SM l86§ 
(Ώ) SATTKRLEB ARNOLD» ΦΑ 1875 
(fD) HENRY Β. ATHERTON, ΑΦΑ Ϊ 8 6 Ι 
(Φ) ALBERT C. AUBERY, ΔΑ 1883-4 
(A) ARTHUR E, AUSTIN, ΧΦΑ 1909 
(X) ROBERT B. AUSTIN, ΦΑ 1917, ΑΣΑ 1907, SA 

1908-09-10, ΓΑ 1914^-15-16-310 
(Z) HENRY AXTELL, ΑΦΑ 1849 
{A) HARRY L. BAGLEY, ASA 1912 
(2) ELLIS AMES BALLARD, ΦΑ 1919, ΑΦΑ 1907 
(X) DENIS MILUKBK BANGS, AX A 1900-01 
(Z) A. C. BARRELL, SPA 1905 
(B) NEWIN W. BARRINGER» ΑΦΑ 1876 
(A!) ARTHUR L. BARTON, SPA 1931 
(K) W. H. BELCHER, ΦΑ 192,1, ASA 1914 
(Φ) WARD C. BELCHER, SA 1915 
(Γ) CHARLES G. BELDEN, SPA 1884 
(ΑΦ) HERBERT C. BELL, SPA 1929, ΔΑ 1930-31 
(H, Pa.) GEORGE M. BELTZHOOVER, SA 1870 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
<S0 ffowAUD ΒΚΜΧΜΤ, 4A i ^ ^ - a o - a T - a S - a g 
CF) GBOKOK L . Β&ΜΉΚΤΤ, Φ Ι 1I57» Σ Α i f f $ 
{*) Joe» W. BSKWSTT, ΣΑ 1853, ΓΑ i l j j 
06) Eaww N. BEWQW, A*A iSSa 
CO) F U E D S U C K BOWKS», Σ Ρ Λ 1891 
(Hi FJLAKKUV H. BowrgK, AA rfSj 
{*) JAMES ΒΟΤΟ,ΦΑ 1921, ΑΦΑ i l M , 1 9 » 

(t) GEORGE BRABI.IT» ΦΑ IS.|4» 2PA 1S53 
(X) B. J . BmtDSfi»» ΣΑ 1925» » A 1928, Φ A 1931 
(H) NICHOLAS F. BRADY, ΑΣΑ 1916 
(M) JOHK K. BRAUCWER, ΣΑ 
CD HOWARD· 0 , B U C K » , ΦΑ 1915 
(68) EDMOKP J . Bus-rot., ΦΑ 1895 
(38) BRWCK G. BROAD, ΓΑ Ι9Ϊ2-Γ] 
(eg) Henry BROCK,, 2A ι S84 
(35) J» Jorairao» BKOWN, A2A 1851 
,(S) MARSHAU-S. BROWN, ΣΡΑ 1897 
(Γ) ;OSCAR J. BROWK,. A2A 1920, ΣΡΑ 1909 
(A) AtritBo H. BRUSH, SPA 1861-a 
(#) ALBERT BttCHMAH, ΑΦΑ 1887, ΓΑ IS9O, I9II 
(M) G E O R G E W. BUCKUST, SA 187a 
(#) JOSRPH H . BOTTOM* ΓΑ Ϊ873-4-5-6-7-8-9 
(JO FOUATT W. Buuu, * A 1923 
(1) GBORGB W . Btmit&u,, ΦΑ 1914, ΑΦΑ 1913 
CP> W I L & U M C, B U R N S , 2 A 1850 
(€β) WILUAM E, BimwTT, ASA 1891-a 
(2) JOSEPH H, BURROUGHS, ΑΦΑ 1873 
(T) R. S. BUSBEE, ΑΦΑ 1917 

OS) HOWARD ΒατΰΚΒ».» J R . , ΑΣΑ. 1901 
(Sj BBMJAMIN T. CABLE, ΑΦΑ 1881 
(A9) KEHKBTH CAMBKOK, ΦΑ 1899., ASA 1898 
(H) JOSEPH H» CAWSBUL., ΑΦΑ 1Κ9 
(it) ROBERT W. ΟΑΜΜΈΙΛ, 2PA 1914 
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Grand Chapter Officers 
(Φ) ALBERT B. CARLTON, ΦΑ 1873 

(I) THOMAS D . CARNEAL, ΑΦΑ 1874 

(S) H E R B E R T P . CARROW, ΦΑ 1918 

(Φ) WILLIAM Η . CARTER, ΑΣΑ 1852 

(Β) BERNARD Ρ , CHAMBERLAIN, ASA 1930 

(Φ) TALBOT R, CHAMBERS, ΣΡΑ 1876 

(X) GEORGE L .CHANDLER, ΓΑ 1872 

(I) SAMUEL A. A. C H A P I N , J R . , ΣΑ 1882 

(H) THOMAS I . C H A T F I E L D ^ A 1911-12, ΣΑ 1896-1908 
(T) M A U R I C E C L E M E N S , ΣΡΑ 1898 

(Θ2) EDGAR N . CLEMENTS, ΣΑ 1881 

(A) WILLIAM T . C O B B , ΦΑ 1905 

(S) WILLIAM A. COMSTOCK, ΦΑ 1908, ΔΑ 1909-10-11 
(3) SANFORD C CONDE, ΓΑ 1863 

(P) D A V I D H . COOLIDGE, ΣΑ 1854 

(A) LYMAN A. C O U S E N S , ΦΑ 1913, ΑΣΑ 1908-09, ΣΡΑ 
1904 

(Θ2) JAMES B . C O Y N E , ΧΦΑ 192.8 

(E) JOSEPH H . C O W E L L , ΣΑ 1874 

(Σ) CHARLES T . COWPERTHWAIT, ΣΑ 1891-2 
(Φ) Ε . L E S T E R CROCKER, ΣΡΑ 1908 

(S) F R A N K H . CULVER, ΑΦΑ 1885 

(Γ) M I L T O N E. C U R T I S , ΔΑ 1886 

(K) CHARLES H . D A R L I N G , Φ A 1904 

(I) F R A N K P . D E E R I N G , ΑΦΑ 1905 

(X) N E L S O N D I N G L E Y , J R . , ΑΦΑ 1879, ΣΡΑ 1855 

(Δ) J O H N V. Ν . D O R R , ΦΑ 1930 

(Τ) F R E D R. D R A K E , ΦΑ 1898, ΑΣΑ 1891-2 
(Φ) J . FREDERICK D R I P P S , ΑΣΑ 1864 

(Δ) F . Κ. W . D R U R Y , ΧΦΑ 1930 

(Σ) H E N R Y A. D U H R I N G , ΓΑ 1852 

(B) RICHARD T . W . D U K E , J R . , ΑΦΑ 1893, ΦΑ 1903 

(Σ) EDWARDS S. D U N N , ΑΦΑ 1895 

[7*5] 



The Story of Zeta Psi 
(X) REUBEN W. D W M , Φ A1871-74, ΑΣΑ1873, ΓΑ1868 
(A) EDWARD H. DQRYER, 2FA 188α, ΑΑ 1888-89-90 
(A) GEOUGE S. DUKYEB, ΦΑ 1885, 2A 1877 
(Δ) JOHH L. DORYEE, ΧΦΑ 19^9 
(Δ) WILLIAM R. DTJRYEB, ΑΦΑ 1869 
(K) CHARLES H. EATON, ΑΦΑ 1898 
(K) J O U B K C. EBGERLY, 2PA 189a 
(A) WALTER G. E U O T , ΑΦΑ 1889 
(g) Joint A. ELLIOTT, 2PA 1917 
(Δ) JAMES H. ELMENDORF, ΦΑ 1864, 2A 1863 
(g) JOHM E. ENSIGN, ASA 1878-79-80 
(Φ) CHARLES B. EVERSON, ΦΑ 1888, ΓΑ 1882-3-4-5 
(T) JOHK EYERMAH, ASA I893-4 
(6S) HSKHY A. FAIRBANKS, 2A 1888 
(H) HOLLON A. FARR, A2A 1914 
(Ψ) JAKES B. FE»TOK, 2A 1921 
(Μ) CHARLES Κ. FIELD, ΑΦΑ 1910 
(Π) SAMUEL J . FIELDS, 2A 1867 
(ΠΕ) R. K. FINLAYSOM, ΧΦΑ 1930 
(8S) CHARLES FITZ-RANDOLPH, SPA 190a 
(P) JOHN L, FLAGO, Φ A 1863 
(Ψ) J. HOWARD FORD ,ΦΑ 1894, ΑΦΑ 1891 
(Ρ) AUSTEN G. FOX, ΦΑ 1890 
(Τ) EDWARD J. Fox, 2PA 1880 
(A) RTJFORD FRANKLIN, ΑΦΑ 1890, ΦΑ 19*9 
(2) WILLIAM S, FREAR, SPA 1900 
(X) WAKEFIELD G. FRYE, 2A 1852 
(Φ) ALBERT H, GALLATIN, ΦΑ 1881, ΓΑ 1863 
(X) THOMAS H. GARNSEY, ΓΑ 1851 
(0) ROBERT GARRETT, ΓΑ 1867 
(Φ) VIRGIL C. GATES, ΑΦΑ 19*8 
(Γ) D. CADY GERE, A2A 1881-1-3 
(Z) THOMAS GILFILLAN, 2A 1849 
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Grand Chapter Officers 
[S) R O Y H . GJLPATIUCK, SPA 1921 

(4) ALEXANDER T . GOODWIN-, Σ Α I S < 7 

(5) HAROLD P . GOULD, S P A 1911 

(T) IX»UIS G R A V E S , SA 1920 

( l ) JOHN F . G R E E N E , ΦΑ 1902, ΑΦΑ 1S99 

( I ) MYRON W . G R E E N E , ΑΦΑ 1909 

(#} CECIL D . G&EOO, ΦΑ 1920 

CD J r u c s GREGORY, SA 1923 
(X) LEON C. G U P T I L , ΧΦΑ 1930-31 
(T) WILLIAM H A C K E T T , Σ A 1873 

(#} CHARLES S. H A L S T E D , S P A I 8 6 B 

(0) MONTGOMERY HAMILTON, ΑΦΑ 1872, SA 1869 

(*) HARMON H . H A R T » SPA 1872 

(Κ) BENJAMIN A. HATHAWAY, SPA ι8ς8 
(Κ) FRANK Μ . H A W K S , ΑΦΑ 1875 

(A) MCDOUGALL H A W K E S , ASA 1B87 -S-9 

(H) H E N R Y E . H A W S , Γ A i925~26-27-2S-lo-3o~3i 
(Ί) THOMAS Α. Η . H A Y , ΦΑ 1907, ΑΦΑ 1S86 

(ΨΏ) BENJAMIN F . H A Y E S , SPA 1859 

(X) J . MANCHESTER H A Y N E S , SPA 1863 

(T) ALFRED W . HAYWOOD, SA 1924, ΑΦΑ 1927, ASA 

1928 
(Φ) ARTHUR T . H E N D R I C K S , SPA 1870 

(Δ) JOHN H E S S , ASA 1850 

(T) HOWARD R, H E T R I C K , ΑΦΑ 1863 

(E) W R I G H T D , H B Y D O N , SA 1931 

(T) J O H N W . HINSDALE» Γ A 1865 

(*) WILLIAM A. H O E , J R . , SA 1893-4-5 
(S) J O H N W . H O T O C A N , ΓΑ 1864 

(X) LIBERTY E . H O L D E R , ΦΑ 1884 

(Δ) CHARLES C. HOMMANN, J R . , S P A 1920 

(Δ) JGDSON H . H O P K I N S , ΑΦΑ 1853, SPA 1852 

( Ϊ ) EDWARD H O P K I N S O N , JR.,SPA 1910, SA 1911-12-13 
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The Siotf ύ§ Zeis Psi 
(2) GBSTAVUS B. HORNER, Γ A 1870 
(ΑΨ) C. P . HOWARD, Φ A 1906, ΑΦΑ 1903 
(ΘΕ) VINCENT J . HUGHES, SPA 1913 
(H) DEFOREST HULBURD, ASA 1931 
(B) NEWTON P. HUTCHINSON, ASA 1904 
(1) D'ONALD JACKSON, SPA 1915 
(3E) H E N R Y L. B . J A Y K E , ΧΑ 1880 
(!) LELAND D. JENC&ES, ΑΦΑ tS6x~2 
(K) CHARLES C. JEKKS, SPA 1867 
(P) JOHN G. JOHNSON, ΑΦΑ 1856, ΓΑ 1859 
(Κ) WlLLIAM A. JOHNSON, ΦΑ ΐ80ΐ~2, SA l86l 
(A*) WYATT G. JOHNSTON, SA 1887 
(Δ) FRASCIS S. KEESE, ΦΑ 1897, ΑΦΑ 189α 
(S) ALBERT Β. KELLEY, ΑΦΑ 1925, SPA 1923 
(A) CHARLES Η . KETCHAM, ΦΑ 1924, ASA 1917 
(A) ANDREW KlRRPATRICK, ΦΑ ΐ88θ , ΑΦΑ 1864, SA 

1863, »868 
(Δ) J . BAYARD KIR&PATRICK, ΑΦΑ 1894 
(T) W I L L I A M S. K I R K P A T R I C K , SA 1868 
(S) PoMEROY LADUE, ASA 1898-99, ΑΦΑ Ι9ΟΟ 
(S) JONATHAN L . L A M B E R T , ΦΑ 1865 
(N) C . C . L A N K E N , ASA 1926 
(ΘΕ) H U G H L A W S O N , ΧΦΑ 1929 
(Β) F R A N C I S LAW-TON, ΦΑ 1891 
(1) E, FRANCKE LEONARD, ASA 1859 
(K) LEO R. LEWIS, ΑΦΑ 19m 
(K) ORLANDO F . LEWIS, ASA 1919 
(Φ) EDWARD Η. LITCHFIELD, ΑΦΑ 1901 
(Φ) ABRAHAM LOTT, ΦΑ 1859 
(A) C. A. LYDECKER, SPA 1904 
(Δ) S. CLIFTON MABON, ΑΦΑ 1923 
(2) HARRY MACK, ΧΦΑ 1928 
(ΘΕ) FREDERICK R. MACKELCAN, ΑΦΑ 1926, ASA 1 9 » 
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Grand Chapter Officers 
(K) HORACE P . M A K E C H K I E , Γ A 1864 

(A) LAURENCE E. M A L O X E , SA I 8 8 < 

(H) JOHN E . M A L O N E Y , SPA 1927 
(Ψ) SAMUEL M A R S H , Φ A 1869 

(Φ) RICHARD A. M A T H E W S , SPA 1890 

(T) H E N R Y D . M A X W E L L , SPA 1*85 

(A) JOHN M C C L I N T O C K , ΑΦΑ 1911-12, SPA 1895 

(T) CHARLES S. M C C O R M I C K , ASA 1861-2 
(Θ) WILLIAM H . M C E L R G Y , ΑΦΑ 1878, ΦΑ 1901 

(I) JAMES J . M C G I L U V R A Y , ΓΑ 1886 
(H) ARTHUR P . M C K I X S T R Y , ΑΦΑ 1918 

(A) W E N D E L L P . M C K O W N , ΦΑ 1928 

(T) JOHN M E I G S , ΦΑ 1876 

(X) CLARENCE E . MJBL&HSY» SA 1888 

(S) SIOOURKEY M E L L O R , SPA Ι 918 

(Δ) WlLUAM P . M E S S I C R , ΑΦΑ 1S70 
(X) CHARLES A. M I L L E R , SA 1858 

(A) JOHN A. MlU-ER» ΑΦΑ 1884 
(Δ) J . B R U E N M I L L E R , SA 1883 

(T) JOSHUA L . M I N E R , SPA 1916 

(35) EDWARD C, M I T C H E L L , ΦΑ 1879 
(ΑΦ) W A L T E R M O L S O N , ΑΦΑ 1916 

(1) WALTER H. MOOR.£, ΦΑ 1870, ASA 1866-7-8-9 
(S) F. CORLIES MORGAN, ΑΦΑ 1924 

(ΘΕ) CHARLES A. Moss, Φ A 1909 
(A) GEORGE S. MOWER, SPA 1874 
(0) JOHN R. NEELY, ASA 1856 

(K) ARTHUR B. NEWHALL, ASA 1925 

(K.) E. W. NEWTON, SPA 1925 
(X) FRANK B. NICHOLS, AS A 1929 

(Ψ) HAROLD D. NORTH, SPA 1919 

(Θ) CHARLES J. NOYES, ΑΦΑ Ι 8 8 8 

(AE) F . H. NYMEYER, ΓΑ 1921-22-23, SA 1928 
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{©} CHARLES H . U D E L L , 2 A 1S61-4 
(B) E R N E S T J . OGLES BY ΧΦΑ 1927-28, SPA 1928 
(AB) C. O . A. O L S O N , ΑΦΛ 1904. 
(B) JAMES O . O T I S , ΣΡΑ igoi 
(Π) W I L L I A M L . Or i s , ΦΑ 1878» ΑΣΑ 1874-5-^5, FA 

1&80—1 
(ΑΦ) Go? F . P A L M » , ΣΡΑ I §86 
(I) EasxA J. PECK, ΑΦΑ 185a, 2Λ 1851 
(S) HENRY PEPPER, ΑΦΑ 1866 
(Z) WILLIAM PLATT PEPPER, #A 1892, ΑΣΑ 1863 
(E) WILLIAM B, PERRY, ΧΦΑ ^ 7 - 2 8 
(E) CHARLES PHELPS, ΦΑ 1865, ΑΦΑ 1857 
(X) T. RAYMOND PIERCE, ASA 1913 
(0) WILLIAM LEWIS PIBX.CE, Φ A 1889 
(φ) IS.RA.EL C. PlERSON, ΦΑ iSS?, ΑΦΑ 1867, AA 1894-

I9O9 
(Φ) HENRY G. PIFFARD, ZPA 1863 
(g) I*EWIS S. PlLCHEK., A2A 1863, SPA Ϊ869 
ig) FRANK W. P INE, ΣΡΑ 1896 
(Η, Pa.) HENRY PLOWMAN, ASA 1865 
(E) ALFRED K. POTTER, ΑΣΑ 1918 
(A) WALLACE M. POWERS, ASA 1923 
(K) WILLIAM C. PRESCOTT, Φ A 1873 
(1) J O H N W, PROCTOR, ΦΑ 1915 
(2) ROBERT E. RANDALL, ΑΦΑ 1855, ΓΑ 1854 
(A) JOHN H. RAVEN, ΦΑ 1913 
(φ) AMASA A. REDMELD, ΦΑ 1863, ΓΑ I 8 6 I ~ 6 I , 

SPA1861 
(2) GTJSTAYOS REMAK, J R . , ΦΑ 1900, AZA 1884-5-6 
(A) FJJMOND E. ROBERT, 2PA 1907 

(2) ANTHONY W. ROBINSON, ΑΦΑ 1915 
(2) FAIRMAN ROGERS, ΑΦΑ 1854 
(2) CHARLES E. RONALDSON, ΑΦΑ 1897 
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Grand Chapter Officers 

PETER W. ROUSSE, ΦΑ 1852-3, ΑΦΑ 1850-51 
WlNTIELD S . RUSSELL, ZPA iBSB 
F. LEROY SATTERLEE , ΦΑ iSg6, Σ A 1866 
LIVINGSTON SATTERLEE, ΦΑ Τ86Χ, ΣΑ 1859 
ERASMUS D. SCALES, Γ ΙΪ?6Ι 
WALTER SCHILLING, ΧΦΑ 1929 
GvSTAVE SCHOLLE, SA l8&) 
HANS SCHWARTZ, J R . , 2A. 1918-1:9 
MAX SCHWERIN, J R . , ΦΑ 1883, ΑΦΑ ι8Βο» SPA 

1SK1, ΛΑ 1SS7 
SHERMAN YV. SCOFIELD, ΑΦΑ 1919 
FRANKLIN SCOTT» 2A 1873 
F . GOLDTHWAITE SHERRILL, SPA 19.1a 
BBKJAKIX J. SHOVE, ΛΦΑ 19a! 
PARK.BR P . SIMMONS, ΔΦΑ 1887 
FORREST E. SWOLE, ΓΑ 1912 
CHARLES H. SxiLLMAif, ΦΑ 1855, SPA 1849-50 
A. AtMXAtmsR SHOOT, SPA 1S72 
J . SO.ME.RS SMITH., J R . , ΑΦΑ 1908, SPA 1889, *A 

1916 
JOHM B. YATES SOMMERS, SA 1849, * A l%$° 
JAMES F . SPALDIMG, ASA 1861 
BENJAMIN H. STRRK, ASA 1931 
ROBERT F. STOCK-TOW, SPA Ι85Ι 
GEORGE C. STOWE, ΑΦΑ 1914 
W M . B. STOREY, ΦΑ 1910 
THOMAS P. STOOT, ΑΦΑ 1859 
CHARLES A, STOWELL, ΑΦΑ 1849 
CHARLES W, STRATTOH, ΦΑ iga? 
CHARLES A. SUMWER., Φ A 1886 
SAMUEL B. STOJHER, SPA 1850 
VICTOR SQTRQ, ΓΑ 1917-18-19, SA 1915 
JOHM F. TALMAOGB, SA 1849 

t 7 3 i ] 

http://Park.br
http://So.me.rs


TL· Story uf Z§m Pd 

(*) HOWARD M. TAYLOR» SA 1927 
fa) H * m r T . THOMAS, ΦΑ 1867-8,5A 1865 
(8) C8A.RL.ES H. THOMSO», SPA 1879 
(K) FREDERICK: W. TISBETS, spA I 8 8 J 
CS) C K A R L » H. TlLLIKGHASTB, ΑΦΑ 1166, SPA 1864 
(Q| PUUtY TRUMBULL, 24 1878 
(E) CHARLES T O M E R , ΦΑ I 8 J 6 
(Κ) Η. AUSTIM TOTTLB, SA 1916-17, 19%, ΑΦΑ 

(T) GBORGB L. ULMAM, ASA 1905 
(Δ) JOHK T . YAK CLEEF, 2A i8?6 
(A) JOHK B. YAH CLBVB, SPA 1854 
(Α) ABRAHAM VAN HORN, ΦΑ Ϊ8?4> A S A * 872-3 
(Τ) AUGUSTUS VAN WYCK, ΦΑ 1896 
(4) GBOROB NASSAU, J R . , ΑΦΑ 1%Φ 
(A) JOI.ES J . VATABLE, SPA 1893 
(A) HERBERT M. WALDRON,. A$A 1910-11» ΔΑ 1912™ 

13-14-15-16-17-18~i9-20-21-22-13-24 
(A) HOWARD V. D. WALDRON, ASA 1903-04 
(P) HBHRT WALTER, Φ A 1893 
(A*) HERBERT F . WALKER, SPA 1926, ΧΦΑ 1927-28, 

ΑΦΑ 1929 
(Η) HAKAY Ε. WARD, SA 1922 
(Φ) ARTHUR B. WARING, SPA 1875 
(N) DANIEL R. WARMINOTON, SPA 1889 
(g) ROBERT L. WARREN, ΑΦΑ 1873 
(Φ) THEODORE D. WARREM, ΓΑ Ι 8 $ 6 
(Z) WALTER A. WEED, J R . ., ASA 1895-6-7» 2PA1894 
(H, Pa.) MASON WIEDMAN, Σ A 1864 
(SZ) JEROLD E. W E I L , ΧΦΑ 1930 
(T) SOLOMON C. WEILL, SA 1890 
(K) ZEBTJLQN L. WHITE, SPA 1866 
(Z) ARTHUR M. WICKWIRE, J R „ SPA 1930 
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Grand Chapter Officers 
CM) O T I S W I G H T , 2PA 1903-4 
(Θ) F R A N C B . W I L K I E , ΑΦΑ 1863 
(Γ) C H A R L E S W . W O O D , ΓΑ 1887-8-9 
(Φ) G E O R G E S. W O O D H U L L , ΦΑ 1S49» ΑΦΑ 1850, 

ΦΑ ι 8 | ϊ 
(Δ) WlLUAM»OM W00OS t AS A. 1 8 0 
(Ψ) PHILLIPS W T O A » , 2A 1930 
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APPENDIX II 

Grand Chapter Conventions 
Wiliwfattenna, Mi» Aagaet 14-15, 1849 
Newfewfj», Ν. Υ. . . . . . . . . August 23-24, 1S50 
Hew Btvtmrkk» N, J August 6, 185» 
PiWfMawpgie,. H. Y. . Mr 21-23, 185a 
Brwfclpt, Ν. Υ. August 17-19, 1853 
Springfield, Msm, . . . . . . . . August !$-ιδ, 1854 
Hartford, Coon. August 15-17, 1855 
New Ymk City, N. Y. (Extra Session) . October 17, 1855 
N w York Citjf» N. Y», Astoc House (Extra Session) 

May 5, 185* 
New .Breewicfc, N, J. . July 3-5» 1856 
TtoaAajm, P». . . . . . . . . . July aa, i»57 

(Failed to organ» on account of mistake m sending out 
notices) 

New York City, Astoc Howe, Session of Grand Officers 
August 36-08, 1857 

Waternile, Me*, Masonic Hall . . . . August 9-11, 1858 
Ptwaienoe, R. I. . . . . . . . September 8-9, 1859 
Hxnovcr, Ν. Η. . . . . . . . . . July 34, i860 
Qmpd Hill» N. C 1861 

(Holding the Convention was prevented by the CM! War) 
Hew York, Ν. Υ., Gwper Institute . . . . July a, 1862. 

(Special Session) 
Be*t9n, Ma»., Parker Hottse . . . . December 30, 1862 

(Second Special Session) 
New York, N„ Yn PW Chapter Hall . . December $(\ 1863 
SAeneetady, N. Y., Tbet» Chapter Hall . . Judy 36-37, 1864 
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Grand Chapter Conventions 
New York, N. Y„ Cooper Institute , 
New York, Ν. Υ., Coepei Institute . 
Chicago, I1L, Omega GI»$»ter H*B 

{ Special Session) 
New York, N. Y„, 864 Bre»dw»j . . 
New York, N. Y,, DAw*a»*s . . 
New York, N, Y,, Ceefef Ietltute . 
Hew York, N. Y„ Cm/pet Institute . 
PJalaielfAta, Pa. . . . . . . 
Prerideete, R. I 
Ithaca, Ν. Υ 
Eastern, Pa., Tau Chapter Hall 

December 31, 1873, and January t, 
New Brunswick, N. J., O u r t of Quarter Sessb» Rooms 

October ai-aa, 
Boston, Mae., Revere House . . . . October ao-ai,· 
Philadelphia, Pau, Amateur Drawing Rooms . July 12-13» 

. December a8» 

. December a?, 
. . .'July S, 

. December aft, 

. December 27, 
DwenAer 30-31, 
. December 29,. 
December a8-<$9, 
December a7-a8, 

January i-a, 

1864. 
r«5 
1866 

1866 
1867 
IS68 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1873 

Cleveland, Ohio, Kannard House . 
Troy, N. Y.» Masonic Hall . 
Philadelphia, Pa., Continental Hotel 
Toronto, Canada, Queen's Hotel 
Syracuse, Ν. Υ., Vanderbilt House 
Boston, Mass., Young's Hotel . 
New York. Ν. Υ., Fifth Avenue Hotel 
Philadelphia, Pa., Continental Hotel 
Hasten, Pa., Tau Chapter Hall . 
New York, Ν. Υ., Murray Hill Hotel 
Montreal, Canada, Windsor Hotel 
Chicago, III., Oriental Hall . . 
New York, N. Y„ Zeta Psi Club . 
Providence, R. I„ Masonic Temple 
Philadelphia, Pa., Colonnude Hotel 

October »4-35» 
Jammry 3-4» 
January 6-7, 
January 5-6, 
January 4-5, 
January 4-5, 
January 3-4, 
January 8-9, 
January 5-6, 

. January 6, 
January 6-7, 
January 3-5, 
January 3-4, 

January 15-16, 
January 7-8, 

1874 

1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1879 
1880 
r88i 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
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Grand Chapter Cutmmtiom 
Bestae, Mass., Parker Ηοβκ . . , Decani*» 28-29, 1893 
lAsca, N. Y., Zefca R» Lodge . . . January. 5-6, 189* 
Toronto, Can-, Theta Xt Charter Ledge Junior? 4*5· *$9S 
New York City, Hotel Imperial, with Conwnsttee of Patriarchs 

April 24-25, 1896 

Hew York City, Hotel Imperial . . . April 23-34. 1897 
E M M » , Pa-, Red Men's Hall, Drake Building 

March 11-ia, 1898 
Montnai, Osn»da, Masonic Temple . 
PhthdelfAia, Pa., Horticultural Hill . . 
Portland, Me., New Falmouth Hotel 
Providence, R. I., Mawmfc Hall . . 
Qwlottewflle, Va», Masonic Hall 
Miseneapaik, Minn.» Elks' Hall . 
Beet*», M«a», Parker House . . 
Easton, Pju, Knights of Malta Hall . 
Detroit, Mich., Efts* Hall . . . 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada, Temple Hall 
Sun. Francisco, Cal., St. Francis Hotel 
New York, Ν. Υ., Hotel Astor . . 
Atlantic City, N. J„ Hotel Chelsea . 
Boston, Mass., Copley Plaza Hotel , 
Chicagp, 111., Hotel LaSalle . 
San Francisco, Cal., Palace Hotel 
Philadelphia, Pa., Bellevue-Stratford Hotel April 28-29, 1916 

Ralei|rh, N. G, Hall of the House of Representatives 
April 27-28, 1917 

Detroit, Mich., Statler Hotel . . . . 
Cleveland, Ohio, Hottenden Hotel . . . 
New York, N. Y., Waldorf-Astoria Hotel 
Sfracwse, N, Y., Onondaga Hotel . . 
iwwmpcratt,. Mass., New Ocean Hows . 
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January 6-7, 1899 
March 9-10, 1900 

February 15-16, igoi 
Fehimry ai-aa, 1902 

April 17-18, 1903 
January i-a, J9©4 
January 6-7, 1905 
January 5-6» 1907 
January 3-4, 1908 
January 8-9, 1909 

. September 3-5, 1910 
April 19-21, 191 ϊ 
January 5-6, 191 2 

. . April 4-5, *9*3 

. April 24-25, 1914 
September i o n , 1915 

June 7-8, 1918 
June 27-a8, 1919 
June 25-16, 1920 
June 24-25, 1921 
J«ne 23-a4, 192a 



Grand Chapter Gmmetttiom 
Excelsior, Minn., Radiwa* Ian . . . . Jane 29-30» 1923 
Cooperstown, Η. Υ., Hotrf O-Te-Sa-Ga . J\mx 37-28» 19.24 
Grand Beach, Mick, Hot»! GoJiroore . . Jane 36-27, 1925 
Spring Lake, N. J., Hotel Warren , . . June 25-26, 19*6 
•On Beard the S. S, Rickeli*** St. Lawrence and Saguenay 

Riwi, Quebec, Canada • J*me 33-26» 1927 
Detroit, Mich., Detroit-L*I»d Hotel . . Jew 21-23, 1928 
Rockland, Make, Hotel S*aw«t . . . . June 27-29, 19*9 
Charlottesvtlk, Va., Hotel Moatfcdl» . . June 26-28, 1930 
Watch Hill, R. I., Ocean House . . . . June 25-27, 1931 
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APPENDIX HI 

Past Phi Alphas 

N&®$ Wkm **f B'hn tJtttti D8#i 

p**>-j*fae«ft 
aiitjje-jjt 

S. WeeAaH» Φ'48 
'fjeim B , Yasw S e » s K » , **«f 
{il5l~|2ftOeMge S. W«xjfa»fi, # 4 » 

[•Pttsr Watrea Reswee, A*jo 
(*Λ«βΓ Wamto Rotwwe, &'$a 

Brmfcy, X"fj 
H . SfcAw»» Α'μ 

t Temwr, Β·?5 
f*G*e»g* I e d e « Bcn*«tt, F j 4 
S'A*» AnaAt 
'Afc»fc»m Let t , #°49 

fTjWpWtm Sattwfee, B^S 
" ' " Jefcaea,, K*fc 11 t8t»-%|*Waikin A d « M , 

13 

J 7 

*S#-4c " / M M · I 

SMHfe ' Ikn ryTI i 
J*S?-7«f*$Misi*el 

ϊ φ 
41 i873~7+iWil£iarn 

441*731 
M l ! 

SM»ito-gt 
Mittt-fefAlKn 

«Srj-Sc'Edvfjmt 

: Horatio GaJiattn, Φ ^ 
. ^ iSS i -S j i 'A i^ns tu s Van Wyck, Τ«4 

' |*Max Schweria, Jr . , 6*70 
jliVwrty Esssty Hssiika, X'57 

Sfearpe Daryee, A'yi 
Ailen Sumaer, Z'54 

CcrieH Rcrso», ^ 6 5 
Brown Erersoa, i ^ S 
Lewi» Pierce, H'6j 

Austin Gouge Fost, P*<w) 

34 iWj -a» «Max 

33 t H j H K 

•$#a»ariesl 

•Ncwtmgli 
INew BreetwiA] 

tt 

Asjgitl Redrku, Φ"6:> 
( . asisca B»8S, if 57 
f'Jacws L . H . Ebsenifwf, Δ'63 

Phelps, E'55 
Λ L. Lambert, 3*65 
."feecdcre T5scmn$, Q'64 

j*Henry Theodore Thomas, Q'*4 
' Mafa!i, φ*&7 
Howard Mocre, Ε"ά7 
. Wesley Dana, X'6i 
Cowan Preseetc, K'71 

[*Aihet Beverly Caritoa, Φ'7ΐ 
(•Abraham Van Hern, Δ'το 

iatterltc AntoM, Tl'66 
oka Meigs, T*7I 
VSIuun Lyraan Otis, H'74 
idvfjmt Osfpet Mitchell, 2'$$ 

'Andrew Kirkpatrick, A%3 

ew BraMwtAlj' 
« τ York Citypt 

IWa t tmik 
|Pr«r*iS«Ki! 

jNew Y«wk Gtyf, 
p e w York Gtyj 
iSdwaeetady 
New York Oty 

' N t w Y e A G c y 
New Y « k City 
New Ytjrk Gty" 
New York 
New York 
PfeuwktpMa 
Pttmdsmee 
Ithaca 

{Λ*8 
Aug 

|JeSy 
At« 
A*g 
lAsg: 
"»iy 

|Aeg 
Aug 

l&tpt 
IJuiv 
IJuly 
(Drc 

New YCTJC Oiyj 
(Meatreal 

,Dee 
nee 
D.-c 
Dec 

City 1 Dire 
Ctty';Dee 

0 « 

34, 
* » 

*N 
37. 
2», 
47, 
»*. 
47. 
3»» 

vr 43, 
i j i lSept t l 

f54|Fel> u , 
gjcApriiif, 

t f t JN© R « « r f 
%pMm t,t. 

Si t Mar i,|, i§S* 

1*4 May n , 
« Ο ϊ β 43, 
|6$ t>ec j p , 
(MJSept is» 
Sfi7j&s}« i f , 

1S70NS Recwrf 
S71 Nov t , 

m 
R74 Je»e » j , 
Ϊ74 F A 7, 
S7C Oct 4, 
876 Oar S, 
§77*Dee s t , 
$79 Jaa * j , 
Wo May 5, 
Ml Mar if, 
881 Jeee I , 
M * * J J , 
H 4 A o ^ i l , 
i l j -Oct a t , 
mp» 31 , 

6,1SS7 S*pt ia , 
7, i t t t Oct 19, 

f4J 
««J 
fSJ 
8?7 

8759 
ifcs 

J 
1»^ 

874 

947 

Ψ^ 
ψη 
«9ι 

904 

?il 

I fOf 

9»« 
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Past Phi Alphas 

Tt*w Ifemt 

tilfl-gi : *Fra«Kk Lew»», I5"6§ 
1893 *Wil§M» Piatt Peeper, Z*J7 
ι>9»-94 *H*»ry Winter, p j j 
«%4-9f 'John Hewatd Fort, **T7 

43fi%|-9« *E<la»»Bd Jaese BAtrf» Θ S t j 
44ti%6-$7 "Franci» lie Roy Sattsrfet, $*% 
4J 1(97-9* "Frauds» &rfd«ra Reese, Δ*β» 

it$A-99 Fred Raymond Drake, T86 
rfg^-oo KesjKta Cameron, A***? 

# % « ami JP3ni £SM 

iSot-oi^*WiIliam Henry McElroy, θ ' ίο 

4§ 
4" 
4ί|ι§αό-οι| Gwrtavw Remak, Jr.» Σ*ίι 

ί* 
5i 

a 
J*, 
s 
m 
id 
61 
«J 
64 
el 

70 
71 
7» 
73 
74 
71 
7? 

1901-03 
1903-04] 
1904-05 
1905-07 
1907-03 

IJIO-II 
1911-12 
1911-13: 

J9H-I5I 
1915-161 
1910-17. 
1917-18: 
1918-19. 

Ι9ΪΟ-ΪΙ 
I9i:-Il[ 
IJII-rj 
1913-24! 
1914-15 
1915-ιδ 
19*6-37 
1917-18 
losi-oo 

John Francis Greene, E'gl 
•Richard T. W, Duke, Jr., B*74 
Charles Kal DarlsRg, K'84 
William Titeoiab Cobb, A*77 

Thomas A. H. Hay, T'76 
VYHEam Alfred Coissstock, E"99 

•Charles Alexander Mess, θ EWTorcuito 

PnwWeact pa» ιβ 
PMb&tpfcU Baa 8 
&»*«» fbtc ajh 
lAaea jj&a ft, 
(ΤΌΓΒΒΜ Use J 
New Tork GtyjApr aj 
New Ywk Csty|Aj*' 14, 

{Montreal 

IPrevMetee 
'Cbartotteviie 
MinneapoHii 
Boston 
Hasten 
Detroit 

W 9 W , 
»9Ji>-3i 
1930-31 

YVUEam Benson Storey, Γίι 
Thomas lyes Chatfield, H'93 
John Howard Raven, A'jr 
l.yman Abbott Cousins, Λ'οι 
George Woodbury Bunnell, 1*95 

•Howard Denison Briggs, E'ci 
J . Scalers Smith, 2*87 
Robert B. Austin, X'99 
Herbert P. Carrow, ΕΌι 
Ellis Ames Ballard, 2'Si 

*CecU Dudley Gregg, ¥ '90 
James Boyd, φ*8ι 
Walter H. Belcher, Κ'οί 
FoBett W. Bull, £"91 
Charles H. Ketehain, A'96 
John W. Proctor, Γ98 
Campbell P. Howard, Af'97 
Charles W. Stratton, H^l 
Wendell P. McKown, A'jS 
Ruford Franklin A'g.6 
John V. N. Dorr, £'94 
BertJ. Bradncr, ^ J S 

San Franc»» 
New York City 
Atlantic City 
boston 
Chicago 
San Francisco 
Philadelphia 
Raleigh 
Detroit 
Cleveland 
New York Cityljone 16. 
[Syracuse 
jSwantpscott 
Minneapolis 
Coopcrstown 
Grand Beach 
'Spring Lake 
Montreal 
Detroit 
IRockland 
Charlottesville 
fWatcKHifl 

Mar 11 
Jaa 
Mar 
Feb 
Feb 
Apr 
U« 
Jaa 
Jaa 
Jaa 
Jas 
Sept 
Apr 
Lfan 7. 
Apr 5 
Apr i j 
Sept l i 
Apr 29, 
Apr 
!jo»e 8, 
JuaelS. 
[JUBS15 
June 14 
[June so, 
|June 18 
Jurte 17 
JuBS ΐβ 
JJune 16 
June 13. 
ilune 29 

BuaeiS 
une 17; 

A|r 
Apr 
Dec 
Mat 
Mr 

DW? 

J6, 
37, 
3», 
a» 

14. 

i y u 
Ι$©7 
liiH 
I9I4 
lj»7 

iS f i , 

i8y 
i%S 
1899 
i jee 
r j o i 
i fea 
i j p y 

5907 

«909! 
1910 
1911 
»9>* 
J91J 
1914J 
191SJ 
191? 
i9« i 

1990 
1911 
1911 
»9»S 

>9ajl 
154ft 
loW 

1929: 
>9J° 
1931 

Α«β 

l ie» 7, 

I'Mar 

May 

Oct 

Dec 

Dec 

Pet 

•Deceased. 
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APPENDIX IV 

Grand Chapter Officers 1931-1932 
Phi Alpha 

B. J. BKADMBR, Xi 'g8 1036 Security Bldg., Los Angeles, Cal. 

Alpha PM Alpha 
H. AUSTIN TUTTLB, Kappa 'gx.. 230 Wilkughby Ave., Brooklyn, Ν. Υ. 

Sigma Alpha 
WRIGHT D. HKYDON, Epnlon '11 6 Harwich Road, Providence, R. I. 

Alpha Sigma Alpha 
Β. H. STERN, Pki 'p$ 551 Fifth Ave., New York City 

Gamma Alpha 
HENRY E, HAWS, Eta '05 347 Park Ave., New York City 

Delta Alpha 
HFRBBRT C. BELL, Lambda Psi '2s. .22 Wyllys St., Middletown, Coon. 

Sigma Rho Alpha 
ARTHUR L. BARTON, Alpha Epnlon '20.51 East 42nd St., New York City 

Board of Trustees 
For term of three years 

WrtAUR. WILDING, Phi '02.., 420 Lexington Ave,, New York City 
J. V. K. DORR, Delta '94 .247 Park Ave., New York City 
J. SOMBRS SMITH, JR. , Sigma '12 

Integrity Trust Co., S.E. Cor. 16th and Walnut, Phila., Pa. 
J. HAROLD JACKSON, Ten '24 245 Fifth Ave., New York City 
KEMP LEWIS, Upnlm '00 .West Durham, N. C. 
H, S. GRBEH, Ntt '04. .260 Fourth Ave., New York City 
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The Story of Zeta Psi 
Larrm GRAVES, J fyke Epdlm ' « . 330 Park Ave., New York City 
RALPH REYNOLDS, Mm Ίο, .Auto Club of So. Calif., L% Anfde , G d i l 
T H O S . CROSS, ΓΑ*Λ* X£ 'a* Edmonton, Alberta, Gwiadit 
H. A. Lewis, Lemkd* Psi "is 

E. I. in Pont de Nemours & Co.» Qtbhttown, N. J. 

Per i#rm · / ftt<® jM$r? 

FRANK B. NICHOLS, Cfa* > ι Mmih St , 1*4, MM». 
HENRY SUZZALLO, PA» Umhd* **©.. . . . .52.3 Fifth Aw,, New York Off 
LLOYD S. GILMCWR, lot« '1$.. iao Broadway, New York City 
WILLIAM E. FRBNAYE, P « " S 2 a P a * Aw n New York C % 
ERNEST H. HAWKINS,, Gamma Of 

« 0 8 Blacfafaire Rd., Wtfa*iafta*t, DdL 
F J. MuLQ'UBBif, Theta It '13. .357 Bay St , Toroeto, Ontario, Canada 
RUFORD FRANKLIN, Alpha '86 m Norwood Ave., Setwwt» R J. 
G. Ross H. SIMS, J/#Ae Psi '07· 

30*4 St. Sa lp« Rd,, Montreal, Q«w*«^ C*n*im 
THORNTON C. THAYER, £f« '13. 74 Wail St., New York City 
NEIL C. HEAD,, Alpha Beta "16 aao East 4 » d St., New York City 

Per iers» t | M # fmr 

},. Ϊ. SHEPARD, Epsilon '14 . . . .579 Eimgrove Ave., Providence, R. I . 
W. P. MCKOWN, Lsjnirfe 'oS 36 West 44th St, New York City 
E. J. OGLESBY, Beta Ί6 .Uniwrsty, V*. 
JOHN K. BYARD, 7,eta OS 

Worcester Coanty National Bank, Worcester» Ma». 
H. J. SYMINGTON. Pi Eptilan *o& 

Royal Securities Corp., Montreal. Quebec, Canada 
CARROLL SINGLE, Ma '17 4(15 California St., San Francisco, Calif. 
FRED SPUHN, Phi Lambda '24 245 Dwight St., New Haven, Conn. 
WILLIAM O. BUETTNER. Psi Epsilon '24 

2131 New York Aw,, Brooklyn, Ν . Υ. 
W. PARK.» JONES, Kappa 'ξβ 3601 Newark St., Washington, D. C» 
C A. LVDBCKSR* Alpha "14 911 New York Ave., Union City» N. J . 
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The Story of Ζ eta Psi 

Chi Phi Alphas 
Appoimted ky the Phi Alpha 

NOP England 

L§OH C G u r a u , , Chi "09 125 Bartlett Rtk» Winthrop, Mae, 

Canada 

H U G H H. LAWSOM, Theta Xt '34, 6 May St., So. Rcxsedale, Toronto, Out. 
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APPENDIX V 

Zem Pd Property Valiutaoa 
Zeta Psi Club of New York 
Hew York University . 
Williams College . . . 
Rutgers College . . . 
University of Pennsylvania , 
Brown University . 
Dartmouth Collet . 
Toft» Collefe . . . . 
Lafayette College . . . 
University of North Carolina 
University of Michigan 
Bowdoin College 
University of Virginia 
Cornell University . 
University of California 
Syracuse University . 
University of Toronto 
Columbia University 
McGill University . 
Case School of Applied Science 
Yale University . 
Stanford University 
University of Minnesota 
University of Illinois 
University of Wisconsin 
University of Washington 
University of California at L, A. (lot) 
University of British Columbia (lot) . 

$150*000-
75.000' 
170,000 
80,000 
175.000 
30*000 
50>O0O 
15,000 

ιοο,οοο 
50,000 

ΙΙΟ,ΟΟΟ 
•90,000 
55»ooo 
fhOOO 

« 5 , 0 0 0 
65,000 
3©*οοο 
50,000 
8o»ooo 
40*000 

Λοο,οοο 
40,000 
62,000 
77,000 
5S»ooo 
50,000 
15.000 

4,000 

Total . Ka, 118,000 

Γ 743 1 



A P P E N D I X VI 

Patron Saints 

NEW YORK 

MASSACHUSETTS 

NEW JERSEY 

PENNSYLVANIA 

MAINE 

RHODE ISLAND 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

MASSACHUSETTS 

PENNSYLVANIA 

NORTH CAROLINA 

MICHIGAN 

MAINE 

VIRGINIA 

NEW YORK 

CALIFORNIA 

NEW YORK 

ONTARIO 

NEW YORK 

QUEBEC 

OHIO 

CONNECTICUT 

CALIFORNIA 

MINNESOTA 

ILLINOIS 

WISCONSIN 

WASHINGTON 

MANITOBA 

CALIFORNIA 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Phi Chapter 
Zeta 
Delta 
Sigma 
Chi 
Epsilon 
Psi Epsilon 
Kappa 
Tau 
Upsilon 
Xi 
Lambda 
Beta 
Psi 
Iota 
Ga?nma 
Theta X). 
Alpha 
Alpha Psi 
Nu 
Eta 
Mu 
Alpha Beta 
Alpha Epsilon 
Lambda Psi 
Phi Lambda 
Pi Epsilon 
Sigma Zeta 
Sigma Epsilon 

John Marshall 
Mark Hopkins 
Benjamin Franklin 
Robert Morris 
Nelson Dingley 
Roger Williams 
Salmon P. Chase 
Paul Revere 
Marquis de Lafayette 
Augustus Van Wycfc 
Henry Clay 
James Bowdoin 
Thomas Jefferson 
Theodore Roosevelt 
Meriwether Lewis 
Philip Schuyler 

Alexander Hamilton 
James Wolfe 
William Henry Harrison 
Nathan Hale 
Leland Stanford 
George Rogers Clark 
Abra'ham Lincoln 
James Madison 
George Washington 
Lord Selkirk 
Zachary Taylor 
George Vancouver 
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Index 
A C T of 1894, 630 

AJgoma Club, 593 
Alpha Beta Chapter, 58 
Alpha Chapter, 55 
Alpha (Dickinson) Chapter, 35, 

276, 652 
Alpha Epsilon Alumni Association, 

579, 586 
Alpha—of Maine, 45 ; of Massa

chusetts, +2, +5, 24-2; of New 
Jersey, 4-3, 257; of New York, 
21+, 257; of Pennsylvania, 4-5; 
of Virginia, 46 

Alpha Omega, 284 
Alpha Phi Alpha, office of, 129 
Alpha Psi Chapter, 56 
Alpha Psi Fraternity, 378 
Alpha Theta Epsilon Fraternity, 

602 
Alumni Organizations — organiza

tion proposed, 90; organization, 
93, 107, 122; uniform constitu
tions, 90; effectiveness, 209. Also 
see Elder Chapters 

Annual Bulletin, 540 
Anonymous Contribution, An, 679 
Anti-Fraternity Feeling — Univer

sity of Alberta, 639-S42; Univer
sity of California, 452; Univer
sity of Manitoba, 615; Univer
sity of Toronto, 476, 481. 

Argonaut, 384 
Archives, 155 
Anxious Dead, The , 200 
Arts Mock Parliament, 615 
Assistant Secretaries, proposed, 

116; 1913-1914 Cedric R. Cro-
well, Λ Ί 3 , 122; 1914-1919 
Chester A. Lydecker, A '14, 123; 
1919-1920 H. W. McNair, Β Ί 7 , 
125; 1920-1922 A. M. Wickwire, 
Jr., Ζ '20, 130; 1922-1923 Arthur 
H. Motley, AB '22, 130; 1923-

1924, N. C. McElroy, 2 '23, 138; 
1924-1926 Har ry B. Carpenter, 
Δ '24, 138; 1926-1927 Charles S. 
Bradeen, A '26, 139; 1928-1929 
William L. Butcher, Jr., Ζ '28, 
144; 1930-1931 Ε, Jerome Elli
son, S '30, 208 

Athenian Club, 641, 644 
At Part ing, 684 
At the Diamond Jubilee, 683 

B A D G E of Zeta Psi, 122, 159, 167, 
301, 363 ; Song, 167 

Basal Principles of Zeta Psi, 40; 
Future, 708 

Bowdoin College, 396 
Brown University, 297 
Beggar's Opera, 541 
Beta Chapter, 53, 136, 378 
Beta of New Jersey, 43 
Beth Quoth, 601 
Beth Quoth Clubhouse Association, 

601 
Biographical Catalogue of the Xi 

Chapter of the Zeta Psi Frater
nity, 387 

Bishop Gilbert Society, 601 
Board of Trustees, 95; authoriza

tion, 121; first meeting, 107; 
Grand Endowment fund—pro
posed control, 122 

Boer W a r , Alpha Psi 480, 509; 
Effect on Zeta Psi in Canada, 
174; Theta Xi, 480 

Brooks Club, 601 
Burnham Building, 208 

C A D M U S and Zeta Psi, 676 
Campaign Agreement, 542 
Canadian letter in reply to the 

Grand Chapter resolution, 1917, 
186 
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The Story of Zeta Psi 
Carnegie Foundation, The, 204 
Case School of Applied Science, 

515 
Central Association of the Zeta Psi 

Fraternity (Chicago), 92 
Central Association of the Zeta 

Psi Fraternity (New York), .147 
Central office, 75; Authorization, 

106; Budget, 131; Chicago, 205; 
Effect upon active chapters and 
elders, 121; Financing, 95, 116; 
Headquarters, 103, 105, 115, 126, 
130; National organization—pro
posed, 9 1 ; Secretaries, 93, 95, 
108, 111, 116, 122, 123, 125, 130, 
138 

Chapter Associations, 122 
Chapter House Building Fund— 

proposed, 122 
Chapter House Fund, 128 
Chapter House Scheme, 510 
Chapter Houses—A 1 ρ h a , 498 ; 

Alpha Beta, 570, 573; Alpha Ep-
silon, 587; Alpha Psi, 507, 512; 
Beta, 424, 426; Chi, 294; Delta, 
312; Epsilon, 471, 473; Eta, 
335; Gamma, 594, 596, 598; Iota, 
267, 269; Kappa, 535, 538, 546; 
Lambda, 458, 459; Lambda Psi, 
404, 408; Mu, 555, 560; Mu 
Theta, 647; Nu, 519, 526; Phi 
607, 609; Phi Lambda, 436, 443; 
Pi Epsilon, 280; Psi, 233; Psi 
Epsilon, 621, 625; Sigma, 322; 
Sigma Epsilon, 638 ; Sigma Zeta, 
629; Tau , 346, 349; Theta Xi, 
483; Upsilon, 370, 372, 374; Xi, 
384, 388, 390; Zeta, 248, 251 

Chapter R o o m s — A l p h a , 494; 
Alpha Psi, 503, 506, 512; Beta, 
414, 418, 420; Chi, 288, 291; 
Delta, 265; Gamma, 465; Iota, 
450; Kappa, 328, 333; Lambda, 
400, 402; Mu, 554; Nu, 518; Phi, 
219; Psi, 435; Sigma, 274, 276; 
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